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FOREWORD 


When the idea of putting the activities,goals and ambitions 
of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers into book form was mentioned, 
its members were so busy 'making music' they were quite unaware they 
were creating history! Certainly,Ivy Horner and his handful of 
fiddling friends,who organized the Swift Current 01d Time Fiddling 
Association in 1966,could not have foreseen that their modest endeavors 
would someday blossom and develop into the full-scale success by which 
the 'Swift Current Old time Fiddlers ASsociation' is recognized twenty 


three years later. 


Like all worthy achievements,someone had to implement the original 
idea.After that,the credit is invariably shared by those who sacrificed, 
participated and worked,faithfully and often,to maintain the united 
performance of the group.Because the organization is comprised, 
primarily,of senior citizens,we consider their contribution to society 
unique and noteworthy. We pay special tribute to these loyal and 
accomodating fraternity of friends who have supported and carried us 


through the many and varied experiences outlined in this book. 


By dint of sheer effort and the perseverence of a few dedicated 
people,this book has become a reality.We trust you will enjoy their 


adventures as much as we have been pleased to compile them. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS - 


We take great pleasure in expressing a sincere 'thank-you' to 


the following individuals,who have done a great deal towards making 


this book possible - to Lawrence Schatkoski,who had the 'brain wave' 
in the first place - to all the members of the organization who 
supported the idea by supplying their personal histories - to Lavone 


Smiley,Agatha Hanline,Olive Hjermenrude and Lawrence Schatkoski,who 

spent endless hours 'proofreading' the manuscripts - a special 'thank- 
you' to Olive Hjermenrude for making available her scrapbooks and her 
personal diary,and for making sense out of mayhem with the Fiddler 

picture albums! - to the square dancers for their stories and pictures - 
to Elvy Mickelson for creating such an attractive cover - to those,who, 

in any way,provided material information through scrapbooks and mementos - 
and,finally,to Eileen Holden,who typed and collated the manuscripts for 


publication. 


Without the help and support of everyone,this book would never have 
been written. 


Thank you,one and all. 


President's Message 


When I was approached to be President of the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers some nine years ago,little did I realize we 
would be compiling and publishing a book. I did not realize the 


magnitude of the work involved. 


It was through their love of music,determination,vision 
and sacrifice that this book is published,providing us with a 


rich heritage that we enjoy today. 


A special thank-you to those who took the time to submit 


histories and proof-read the pages. 


This book is dedicated to Eileen Holden,our financial 
secretary,who spent countless hours researching our records and 


typing the pages. 


Thank you,Lloyd,for sharing your home,your hospitality 


and Eileen with us for the completion of this book. 


It is gratifying to know this book has finally reached 
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completion. 


Western Canada Old Time Fiddling Championship 


Old time dance groups were enjoying themselves in different parts of 
the Swift Current area years hefore fiddling contests originated on a regular 
basis.Long before the advent of telephone service in rural districts,the 
schoolhouse dance was the main hub of social life,with fiddlers providing 
most of the music.They all played by ear,so several versions of the same tune 
eventually evolved.It was immaterial to the dancers whether the tune was 
played correctly or not - it was the tempo that mattered. 

Dances were held regularly on Saturday night at the Burnside Hall,located 
at 6th Avenue South East and South Railway,Swift Current until the new Rate- 
payers Hall was built in 1932. Its president,Claire Lee promoted both old 
time dancing and old time fiddling contests.When music trends changed in the 
late 30's,old time orchestras gave way to the more modern type of dancing. 
However,the elderly people continued to be entertained through the efforts 
of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association.The Old Time Dance Club used the 
Healy Hotel Ballroom for eight years under the instruction of Harold Newlove 
and the Horner orchestra.Special organizations were keeping the art of old 
time music and dancing alive in such places as the Elks Hall,the Legion Hall 
and the Civic Centre.Many fiddlers enjoyed getting together to hold work- 
shops to encourage younger musicians to play for Western country dances. 

What was to become a major highlight in local entertainment began in 
June,1966 when four gentlemen of the area decided to try to rekindle an 
interest in Old Time Fiddling contests along the lines of those which had been 
held twenty years earlier.With Shirley Hutchinson as Secretary-Treasurer,Ivy 
Horner,Bob Steinborn,Hoffman Powley and Sid Woodward forged ahead with plans 
that led to a two-hour fiddling contest October 6,1966 over CJFB,Swift Current 
TV station.Various business firms agreed to sponsor the event and a full 
complement of willing volunteers were finally prepared to shoulder the 
responsibility of overseeing all manner of details,such as background and 
stage decor,the registration of contestants and the compiling of the judges' 
scores,to name a few.Awards in the form of ribbons were presented to the 
first four of each event.Most of the talent was local,and there was no entry 
fee.The contest,with its 16 participants,was acclaimed an unequivocal success 
by the members of the TV audience. 

In 1967 there were 19 contestants.As inquiries had increased to the 
point where TV time seemed neither economical nor practical after the 1968 


contest, arrangements were made the following year to rent the Legion Hall in 
Swift Current to better accomodate the anticipated influx of players.The 


committee tried using the Stockade the last day of the Fair in 1972,but it 


did not suit their purpose and they returned to the Legion. 

The first contest attracted visitors from the river to the United States 
border,and from Moose Jaw to the Alberta border.In later competitions,fiddlers 
registered from several western Canadian points as well as Montana,North 
Dakota,Washington and Oregon in the States.By 1975 guest artists were showing 
up from Ontario.A new ruling was introduced in 1971 in which contestants 
could win for two consecutive years,then were required to retire from the 
competition for a year before entering again. 

In 1969 the categories included men,women and juniors.The contest 
consisted of three events - a waltz,jig or reel and a schottische,played 
at the time of 1 minute each,with agrand aggregate overall.In 1973 the time 
was modified to a 1% minute,1 minute,1 minute,with a longer time for the 
waltz so the fiddler could finish the tune.The competition events had become 
Championship,Limited,Ladies and Juniors to make for a lengthy two evening 
program.In 1975 the events had been altered to a waltz,jig and a reel to 
conform to Eastern contests,but the same time limit was retained. 

Time keeping was done by a handbell,and later,by using a cowbell.By 
1975 a mechanical timer was adopted since stop watches were considered 
unreliable,particularly when the timekeeper got carried away with the music! 
Eventually,the contestants learned to time themselves. 

For three years,judging for tone,tune and tempo,expression and time 
of music suitable to old time dancing was done from the manager's office at 
‘the TV station as the music came over the TV.At the Legion Hall,the judges 
remained in the kitchen and listened to the music coming directly over the 
PA system.Later still,four judges sat in the hall among the audience and 
judged individually,allotting ten points each to total 50 for each item played 

Shirley Hutchinson,daughter of Ivy and Elizabeth Horner,served as their 
secretary for ten years,handling all contest records,drawing up programs, 
keeping the mail list and all correspondence up to date,and in the end,acting 
as treasurer for two years.She never failed to have name tags,judges' slips, 
registration forms and banquet tickets prepared in advance so that everything 
would run smoothly when the time came.During the contest,all the marks were 
kept up to date so that winners were listed with the least possible delay. 
Cheques were prepared and ready to present.In 1975,when her father became 
i11,Shirley organized the entire contest with the full support of the 
committee. 

Ivy Horner has long been acknowledged as being one of the individuals 


who instigated the revival of old time fiddling contests in Swift Current. 


However,his good wife Elizabeth did much to facilitate the success of these 
endeavors by throwing her home open for meetings on countless occasions, 
then serving a delicious lunch to the whole motley crew - every time - when 
the day's business was finished! Her angel food,strawberries and ice cream 
will never be forgotten! Besides,she pitched right in with other accompanists 
to offer her services to anyone who needed an accompanist at the contests. 
Needless to say,Ivy benefitted himself from her loyal support. 

By 1972 the entrance fee was introduced to allow for each cash prize 
as well as trophies.Later, the entry fee was $5 for championship and open 
competition and $3 for the ladies and junior competition.This allowed for 
a greater cash prize and free admission for the contestant,wife or husband. 
and the accompanist for the two nights. 

Harold Newlove,a high school teacher with considerable musical ability, 
performed as Master of Ceremonies for these contests for seven years.His 
lively humor and ability to manage people kept the competitions flowing 
smoothly and continuously without flaws or interruptions.As their Publicity 
Chairman until 1973,the Association was assured that the news media in 
Swift Current,as well as other publications in the province,were faithfully 
posted about their activities.When he took ill in 1973,Elmer Miller replaced 
him as MC for the years 1973 to 1975. 

Prior to the contest in 1973, a banquet open to all fiddlers,wives, 
accompanists and members of the executive was served in the Legion Hall.So 
successful and well received was this venture that it was repeated in 1974 
with equally favorable results.Everyone enjoyed these occasions as it 
provided time for them to get acquainted with fellow competitors.Following 
the playoffs,dancing to midnight supplied by the fiddlers terminated 
another triumphant contest. 

The 1975 banguet was a special event,celebrating the tenth year that the 
Swift Current Fiddling Association had been holding contests in the city. 
Put on by the Fiddling committee,with the help of the local Chamber of 
Commerce,one hundred twenty five guests,including honored visitors,were 
treated to a sumptuous banquet served by the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Legion. 
During the evening,pins were presented to Ivy Horner,Wes Howes and Joe 
Mickelson for their ten years of loyal attendance at all of the contests. 
Harold Newlove reported that work on the proposed book about 'Fiddlers of 
the Canadian West' was progressing well,and that he hoped that the manuscript 


would be published sometime in 1976.However,'Fiddlers of the Canadian West' 


containing about 150 personal stories of fiddlers,was actually produced in 
1977,with substantial assistance from New Horizons. 

Raising money to pay hall rent,advertising costs,printing of brochures, 
trophies and awards was a perennial problem.To meet these continuing costs, 
the Fiddling Association sponsored old time dancing for several Winters.They 
had been looking for a sponsor to takeover the contests on a permanent level. 
At the banquet in 1975,Tony Juffinger,representing the Rotary Club.assured 
them that they were offering their help at the contest with doormen,ticket 
takers and ushers.In 1976 the Rotary Club did take over the contests,and 
are still holding regular fiddling competitions in the city.The Swift Current 
Fiddling Association continued to support the contests by supplying a trophy 
to a contest winner in a chosen category.Many of its members entered the 
contests.Sometimes they won.Sometines they did not. 

Jn 1978,also with a grant from New Horizons,the first album 'Schoolhouse 
Dance party #1' was produced.As many members of the Swift Current Fiddling 
Association were also members of another old time fiddling group in the 
city,who called themselves 'The Saskatchewan Fiddlers',and,as a minimum of 
senior citizens' signatures were required on the application to qualify for 
the New Horizons grant,it was decided to reorganize under the name "Prairie 
Fiddlers' -New Horizons.Therein lies the explanation for the first three 
albums being creditied to the Prairie Fiddlers rather than either of the 
other two.However,some members retained membership in either the Swift 
Current Fiddling Association or the Saskatchewan Fiddlers. 

Over a period of time,there had been frequent discussions pertaining 
to the eventual uniting of all three fiddling groups within the city.Several 
individuals who had taken out memberships in one or more of these organizations 
felt that was considerable overlapping of activity with the same interest. 

The matter was settled at the annual meeting of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers 
Association November 4,1979 when a motion was passed authorizing the 
amalgamation of the Swift Current Fiddling Association,1966,Saskatchewan 
Fiddlers,1972 and Prairie Fiddlers - New Horizons into one organization. 

It was agreed that the Swift Current Fiddling Association,being registered 

as a recognized charitable organization,should be the one to form the 
organization. As a charitable society,they would be required to make donations 
in accordance with their income to retain eligibility in the Society.A new 
Slate of officers was elected for the newly formed Swift Current Old Time 


Fiddlers Association,and a time arranged for a meeting to be held within a 


few days to establish bylaws by which the Fiddlers could govern themselves 
as a non-profit organization. 


The Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association 


The first meeting of the Swift Current Fiddlers Association was held 
January 16,1972 at the Civic Centre for the purpose of forming an association 
interested in preserving and promoting the art of old time fiddling.Twenty 
two people,including seventeen fiddlers and wives or accompanists to the 
fiddlers,were in attendance.Lloyd Smith presided and Agatha Hanline performed 
the secretarial duties until regular officers were elected.When seventeen 
members had joined the new association,executive members Lloyd Smith, 
President,Ed Schweigert,Vice-President,Bub Brightwell,Secretary-Treasurer 
and directors Ed MacCallum,Adam Schick,Joe Mickelson and Vance Hanline were 
officially nominated.Their immediate goal was to try having a monthly 
workshop in the form of a social evening and a dance. 

No constitution was formally outlined,nor were bylaws clearly defined, 
but certain resolutions were approved under which the Association governed 
its members.'Eligible members' were determined to be ‘anyone interested 
in old time fiddling or the promotion of this type of music'.Although no 
motion was made,some discussion took place as to who should qualify as an 
‘associate member'.The first membership fees were set at $5 per couple or 
$2.50 single,and each member was permitted a guest couple at $1 a night. 
Amended in 1973,the ruling about sub-districts stated,'outside points 
were to be permitted to organize sub-districts of the Association,name 
their own executive and be responsible for their own financing.Fifty 
percent of the net profits were to be payable at the end of each year to the 
Central Association in Swift Current.'Active members' were deemed to be 
‘anyone active in promoting or assisting to promote old time fiddling'. 
Only active members had voting privileges.A trust account was subsequently 
opened at a local bank,using the signing authority established at the 
meeting.A social evening or monthly meeting was to be held on the third 
Tuesday of every month except June,July and August,notice of such events 
to be publicized through the newspapers and other available media. 

Decisions made at an executive meeting held in the Assembly Room at the 
Civic Centre February 2,1972 introduced the formation of committees to help 
with meetings and workshops,with Adam Schick as Chairman of the enter- 
tainment committee and Winnie Hunter as lunch committee chairman. 
Membership cards adorned with a 'fiddling picture' were approved and 
authorized to be printed.When Lloyd Smith moved from Swift Current later 
that year,Peggy Horne was nominated President of the Association for the 


remainder of that term. 


The monthly workshops were proving to be a worthwhile endeavor.To start 
with,only a few people showed up,but,as word of the activities spread,others 
began attending the socials to enjoy the music and the dancing.It was decided 
to hold these workshops on a regular basis the first Tuesday of every month, 
provided permission was granted from the Recreation Board.A fiddling contest 
involving active members who attended the workshop on the last meeting date 
was approved,with Ernie Oakman appointed chairman of the committee.Trophies 
were presented to the winners.Its success prepared the way for future 
contests in the organization. 

The first annual meeting was held November 26,1972 at the Civic Centre. 
There were no changes in the executive for the following year and only minor 
alterations in the resolutions of the group.It was decided that the word 
'workshop' was to be dropped from notices of public events,and that these 
were to be designated as a ‘social evening and old time dancing'.To further 
improve the quality of the program, a floor manager was to be selected to 
keep things running smoothly.Lunch remained the responsibility of the 
Fiddlers.Permission was granted to Maple Creek and Eastend to form their own 
sub-district under the guidelines laid down. 

Ten members attended the second annual meeting in the Rec.HalliNovember 18, 
1973.President Peggy Horne reported a total of 24 active members and about 
76 associate members.As Ed Schweigert was leaving Maple Creek,it seemed a 
matter of some concern what might happen to the fiddling activity there.Social 
events were to be dropped in Eastend due to lack of participation by the local 
residents.However,Vance Hanline felt there might be better response elsewhere, 
and on March 10,1974 members were consulted about the matter of promoting a 
fiddling contest in Shaunavon.In the end,the Elks and the Fiddlers were co- 
sponsors,sharing contest costs with the onus of advertising assumed by the 
Elks. 

The contest,held April 19,1974,was open,with three competitions - Seniors, 
Juniors and Open.Trophies supplied by the Saskatchewan Fiddlers were awarded 
for first,second and third in each competition,with a special trophy allotted 
for the youngest contestant.Vance Hanline and Mel Affleck acted as judges, 
and the contest was considered a rousing success. 

Winners were:Seniors,Ivy Horner,Royce Smith,Joe Mickelson;Juniors,Brian 
Johnson,Darrel Johnson;Open,Archie Smiley,Harvey Peacock,Ernie Oakman; 


Youngest,Brian Johnson;Oldest,Royce Smith. 


Nine members were present at the next annual meeting,and again in 1975. 


From these gatherings emerged decisions to reimburse ladies who provided 
lunch,for the cost of their material,and to purchase a 75 cup coffee urn to 
accomodate the growing crowds at lunchtime.On the heels of this grew the need 
to investigate the possibility of storing such acquired assets behind locked 
cupboards in the Civic Centre. 

Lack of uniformity regarding memberships,and which members should or 
should not be allowed to vote,led to a variety of new or amended bylaws 
in 1976.Once again,it was specified that only ‘active members' had voting 
privileges.In the event that someone wished to join after the summer recess, 
that membership was to remain valid until the end of the following year. 
Ironically,a floor manager was to be selected to improve floor shows,an idea 
which had been on agendas in the past! However,eight socials throughout the 
year had been held with excellent attendance. 

At this meeting,an out-of-town member from Woodrow asked the help of 
the Saskatchewan Fiddlers in promoting old time fiddling in her area.A May 
14 date was set,and a committee of nine devoted members motored to Lafleche 
to organize a sub-district of the parent branch in Swift Current.However, 
instead of being seriously interested in joining the central organization, 
they were more concerned with how the Swift Current group operated.The 
visiting committee answered innumerable questions pertaining to organ- 
izational procedure,and the evening ended on warm note of camaraderie,with 
both groups joining together to play for a pick-up dance. 

At this point,social events were often staged for a variety of well- 
founded reasons,many of them of a benevolent nature.Because the executive 
felt that the ladies,who had conscientiously and uncomplainingly played 
the piano at all their functions,deserved some well-earned recognition,a 
'Ladies Night' in their honor was held May 18,1977.After Harvey Peacock 
broke the ice by inviting the Fiddlers to play in Cabri,this became an 
annual event.When Vance Hanline was obliged to spend an extended period of 
time in Saskatoon Hospital,they sponsored a benefit dance on his behalf. 
Likewise,when Eleanor Johnson fell and broke her hip on her way to entertain 
at Heritage Towers,they agreed to accept donations rather than memberships 
at another dance.When Adam Schick passed away September 18,1979,members 
were quick to discuss what kind of contribution would be the most fitting. 
Théetr regular activities kept them busy.Projecting themselves in this 


fashion gave them purpose. 
Thus,with widening experience,the objectives of the Fiddlers crystallized 
Little by little,changes were made to expedite the policies of a smoothly 


/ 


Operative organization.In time the Rec.Board approved regular socials being 
held on the second Tuesday of each month.The words ‘active','honorary' and 
'associate' were deleted from all mambership cards to create a sense of equal 
status among one and all.Identification pins were purchased for the musicians. 
Nomination committees were set up to chose nominees at annual meetings. 
Finally,the members felt that they were prepared to face new and exciting 
challenges. 

A carrying motion at a Fiddlers' meeting authorized the Association to 
‘attempt to perpetuate old time fiddling in Saskatchewan with other groups 
in other areas,and by offering their assistance,possibly interest more 
people in old time music'.Following considerable discussion,Ivy Horner agreed 
to contact similar organizations outside Swift Current and area in an effort 
to secure a set of bylaws from each as a guide to further expansion.A meeting 
would be scheduled to review these suggestions when the replies arrived. 

As there were three groups in the city operating under different names, 
and because each group consisted of the same people as the others,it was 
agreed they should amalgamate under one name.It was agreed that each group 
would hold their own meetings to discuss 'terms of amalgamation' ,and that 
the executive members from each group would then meet to discuss 'amalgamation' . 

The annual meeting of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association was held 
November 4,1979 in the upstairs room of the Recreation Centre,Swift Current, 
with Harvey Peacock presiding.Efforts to interest 4H clubs in old time 
fiddling were cancelled,and other matters dealt with,before getting down to 
the serious business of actual amalgamation.Acting on a motion adopted at the 
1978 annual meeting,it was decided to proceed with the amalgamation of the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association,1966,Saskatchewan Fiddlers,1972 
and the Prairie Fiddlers,New Horizons into one organization.It was generally 
agreed that the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association,being registered 
as a charitable organization,should be the one to form the new organization. 

A meeting was held a few days later to review and revise bylaws applicable 
to the new group.From that time forward,the Saskatchewan Fiddlers were 
officially recognized as an integral part of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers,a non-profit organization registered under the Corporations Act of 


Swift Current. 


Prairie Fiddlers 
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The Prairie Fiddlers 


Early in the winter of 1977, a group of interested fiddle players from 
Swift Current and area decided to investigate the possibility of cutting a 
record album,their objective being to preserve and promote old time music. 
Following a telephone call to Regina,it was ascertained that an application 
form for a New Horizons grant would be mailed to them in the near future. 

In the meantime,several prerequisite conditions were outlined by which the 
group would become eligible for such a grant.It was understood that at least 
ten,and not less than six,members must be over 65,three of the signing officer: 
were to be over 65,the association was to have a proper name with a definite 
President,Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer,and a constitution or by- 
laws from the past constitution was to be drafted. 

To accomodate the conditions as stipulated,fifteen players from a 
possible thirty musicians,and selected from either the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddlers' Association or the Saskatchewan Fiddlers, were to be chosen, 
to 'preserve the music of old time fiddlers for future generations' on the 
record.It was understood that, as a non-profit organization,the new I 
Association would adhere to other requirements of New Horizons projects. 

A budget explaining the anticipated costs of the new undertaking were 
forwarded with the application.Included in this resume were the costs of 
office supplies,advertising through the papers,TV and radio,and actual tape 
preparation after a series of practice sessions had been achieved.The 
cutting and the pressing of the record was to be a contract effort by a 
company not yet selected.The record was to have a cover with pictures of 
the players on it.A storage place for the records would be required when 
they arrived.The application was prepared by Stu Robertson,New Horizons 
representative in Swift Current,and signed by ten fiddlers from Swift Current 
and district. 

On January 11,1978 an organizational meeting comprised of fiddlers and 
accompanists was held at the Stu Robertson residence to find out if there 
were enough people interested in producing a record of fiddle music.After a 
Slate of officers had been nominated,Stu Robertson was requested to look 
after details pertaining to the New Horizons grant application.A meeting 
with Norma Wallace was scheduled January 16,1978. 

Four of the original signees were absent from the meeting at Ivy Horner's 
residence.However,Norma Wallace reviewed the application in minute detail 
with those who were present.The name 'Prairie Fiddlers' proved to be accept- 
able.Names and ages of directors were checked.The purpose of the association 


was verified.The disposition of funds from the expected sale of records was 


duly considered.No changes were made in the proposed budget.Final approval 
for the grant would take approximately four months,but President Ivy Horner 
was assured of continued contact with Norma Wallace.Surprisingly enough, 
approval arrived March 30,1978 and the cheque,April 6,1978. 

After having two practice sessions at the Civic Centre,the group felt 
they were prepared to put a few tunes on tape.Taping began locally at the 
Comprehensive High School February 2,1978,with Norm Soper in charge of 
taping.Director Hoffman Powley put ten fiddle players,four piano players,two 
banjo players,one accordionist,one electric guitar player and one drummer 
through their paces until 16 tunes were completed.Taping was finished the 
next evening with ten selections on each side of the tape. 

A committee consisting of six members was chosen to select the cover 
design,but all of those at the recording session were invited to participate. 
The cover design with a 'head-only' picture of each person on the record, 
and a schoolhouse in the centre,was the one preferred.A brief write-up by 
Hoffman Powley was to appear on the back cover. 

Following the release of ‘Schoolhouse Dance party #1',countless decisions 
had to be made regarding its sale and distribution.A storage place for their 
safekeeping was located in the city and a price set for their sale to the 
public.An advertising campaign announcing the new album was introduced over 
TV stations serving the Swift Current area.By July,1978 the enthusiastic 
response of the public warranted the re-ordering of 1000 records plus 
orders of cassettes and 8 tracks,by demand.By October,Raddell Racking, a 
Saskatoon distributor,was chosen to distribute Prairie Fiddler records and 
tapes in all areas except the south-west portion of the province,where the 
Fiddlers had already established coverage.Norm Soper was authorized to 
proceed with a program which would involve radio stations and newspapers 
to promote sales of tapes, records and the book,'Fiddlers of the Canadian 
West' by Harold Newlove.A committee including Bub Brightwell,secretary,Lang 
Shaw and Hoffman Powley,sales and deliveries,and Ivy Horner,contact person, 
was organized to look after the sales and deliveries. 

When the second album was suggested and agreed upon,Hoffman Powley again 1 
undertook to organize and direct the production.Harvey Peacock,Hoffman Powley, 
Ivy Horner and Norm Soper were asked to select a list of musical numbers for 
recording.They,in turn,requested that each member prepare a list of tunes 
of his or her own choice and submit them to the committee for final 
aporaisal and selection.This second venture was later titled 'Schoolhouse 


Dance Party*#2'. 


To initiate an effort to attract fiddlers from the younger generation, 
Bill Herschmiller and Frank Anderson from the Waldeck 4H Club,and Mrs.Gordon 
James and Mrs.Alvin Peters from the Burnham 4H Club, were invited to attend 
a meeting at the Horner residence January 10,1979.Beginning the 19th of 
January, a 'Family Dance Party',sponsored by the Fiddlers,was to be held 
on the third Friday of each month at the Rec.Centre,with all 4H'ers welcome. 
The first event took place as planned,but the second one had to be cancelled 
due to inclement weather.Those who had attended the first function found 
the Rec.Centre too small to accomodate everyone.Arrangements were made to hold 
subsequent activities at the Civic Centre for April,May and June.Good 
entertainment was provided and a good time was had by all. 

In an effort to further expand their activities,the Prairie Fiddlers 
played for two square dance clubs in Waldeck.Although the attendance was 
mMinimal,everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.Having received an invitation to 
participate,fifteen musicians in the group were conveyed by bus to share 
in a Folk Festival Workshop at the Regina Art Centre,April 21,1979.Both 
afternoon and evening performances were enthusiastically received,and the 
entertainers returned to Swift Current,tired but happy,at 3 A.M.On March 4, 
1979 the Fiddlers were deeply honored to accept an invitation to perform at 
the Telemiracle Telathon in Saskatoon.Other enterprises to which they contri- 
buted their time and talent in 1979 included the Multi-Cultural Folk Festival, 
Swift Current,Jaywalkers'Jamboree,Swift Current and the Homecoming 
Celebration in Webb,Sask. 

At an executive meeting May 3,1979 Ivy Horner,who had led the organization 
Since its inception,asked to be relieved of responsibilities entailed as a#és 
director.Lang Shaw was nominated to succeed him.As Bub Brightwell also 
expressed the desire to be freed of the responsibility for the distribution 
of record #2,an actual decision was shelved,awaiting a definite proposal 
from Norm Soper.In the meantime,Bub was persuaded to carry on,with the 
voluntary assistance of Jake Thiesen,Lang Shaw and,if needed,Edgar Wetter- 
strand.An honorarium of $500 was granted to Bub Brightwell to cover the costs 
of moving and selling the records,and for services rendered. 

That fall,at an August 30 meeting,President Ivy Horner explained an idea 
which he had entertained for some time about trying to produce a video tape 
of schoolhouse dancing.With this in mind,he arranged to meet with Bub Bright- 
well and Bob Steinborn to discuss the idea.Their reaction being favorable, 


a consultation with Mr.Forst,manager and owner of the local TV station,was 


set up.His attitude about the project also being favorable,a meeting was 
organized September 13,1979 at the Horseshoe Lodge to get the feeling of 

all who might be involved.A subsequent New Horizons grant was approved for the 
new undertaking. 

After the banquet at which Stu Robertsons,Norm Soper and the Forsts 
were present,details were ironed out concerning the contemplated production 
of an hour long video dealing with a schoolhouse dance theme.Permission 
had been obtained to use the Turnhill School currently located at the 
Fairgrounds.Ivy Horner was nominated General Chairman.A dance committee with 
volunteers Bob Steinborn,Archie Wells,Charlie Schofield and Winnie Hunter 
were to round up the old time dancers.Leading the music committee was Lang 
Shaw,to be assisted by volunteers Harvey Peacock,Bub Brightwell and Edgar 
Wetterstrand.Volunteers for the layout or floor committee were Lawrence 
Schatkoski,Jake Thiesen,Ora Wetterstrand and Isabel Schofield.Marj Peacock, 
Verena Schatkoski and Isabel Schofield volunteered to act on the dress 
committee.Ideas for the contents of the film were suggested,with offers of 
a school clock being available from Bob Steinborn and Larry Gould and gas 
lanterns from either Cliff Hjermenrude or Charlie Schofield.All committees 
should coordinate their ideas with the CJFB TV film crew. 

There were suggestions that all fiddling associations in Swift Current 
should amalgamate,but the final action of this decision was left until the 
annual meeting of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers November 4,1979.At that time, a 
considerable amount of time and effort went into the proper procedure to 
join the Swift Current Fiddling Association,Saskatchewan Fiddlers and the 
Prairie Fiddlers into one group,thereafter to be recognized as the Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers.Many interesting times had occurred with themall, 
but,now,they were prepared to enter a new phase with challenges they had 


yet to explore. 


Brian Anderson 


I was born in Swift Current on October 9,1944.Mom,Dad and I lived in the 
town of Hazlet until 1950 when we moved to the farm.It was there that l 
started on the road to my musical life. 

I started taking lessons from Mrs.Nora Dewar,then went to Cabri to take 
lessons from Mrs.Bessie Rowe.I can remember coming home from school and then 
going outside to play until supper time.I thought this would get me out of 
having to practice as it would be dark and we had no power at this time.This 
little tactic was to no avail.Dad would fire up the old gas lamp and bring it 
into the front room and I would have to do my deed.I was playing Grade 8 
Conservatory music when I finished. 

My dad is a fiddle,guitar and banjo player from way back,so it was with 
his long time experience and great patience that I learned to chord to old 
time music on the piano and guitar. 

It was in the 1960s that I played in a band from Abbey which was led by 
Mrs.Leona Williamson.Then I played in a band which was started by my cousin 
Quentin Bang.At the present time I play bass for another band from Abbey. 

I became interested in the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers when my uncle 
Max Anderson and I went to a contest in Swift Current to listen to the music. 
I started to play guitar at some of their dances and was asked to play on 
the first record.I ended up playing on the first two records.It was due to 
my job and farming that I drifted away from the Fiddiers,but I still like 
to dance,when I have the opportunity,to old time music.You can't beat an 
old time waltz to lift your spirits and get you in the mood to dance all 
night! 

I want to thank the Swift Current 01d Time Fiddlers for asking me to be a 
part of the book. 


Thank you so much! 


Eleanor Johnson 


Mrs.Eleanor Johnson was born April 3,1920.She was musically inclined 


most of her life.She played the piano for the Swift Current 


for a number of years and participated in several of their 


Old Time Fiddlers 


contests. 


As a young girl,she worked in the Gull Lake area,then moved to Swift 


Current where she raised her family. 


Her niece,Sharon ZackariasS speaks glowingly today of her 'Auntie 


Grandma',who shared innumerable evenings playing the piano 
and radiating the charm and warmth of her personality with 
her. A favorite tune that held a special impact for Sharon 
Waiting For the Sunrise'.In this way,deeply loved and much 
family members,is Eleanor Johnson remembered by those near 


Eleanor Johnson passed away N@vember 11,1979. 


in her company, 
everyone around 
was 'The World Is 
admired by her 


and dear to her. 


Hoffman Powley 


I was born in Swift Current on January 9,1908.The Alexandra Hotel, now 
the York,on Central Avenue,which had been built and opened for business by 
my Dad the year before,was my birthplace. 

I lived in Swift Current and got my early schooling here until April , 
1918,when we moved out to a farm at Beaver Flat,and where I completed my 
schooling through Grade V1ll. 

I grew up and worked on my Dad's farm,later homesteaded a 4% section 
in the same district,and on which I lived after getting married in 1938. 

In 1946 I moved back to Swift Current,having secured a job at Newton 
Motors as a mechanic.I was with them until they closed up in 1960,having 
become,in succession,Shon Foreman and later Service Manager. 

I had a variety of other jobs from then on,including a six month stint 
as Service Manager at Ham Motors,four years hauling fuel for Bob Thorton at 
B.A. 011,8 years owning and operating Ideal Radiator Repair,and,finally, 
becoming Warranty clerk at Wilton Motors. I held that position until I 
retired in December,1979. 

From that time,in 1946,that I came back to Swift Current,I was involved 
in several organizations,such as 18 years as Scoutmaster,Assistant District 
Commissioner and District Commissioner in the Scouting Movement.I also be- 
came a member of St.John Ambulance in 1950 and instructed in First Aid for 28 
years.I retired from that activity a couple of years ago,but am still involved 
with St.John Ambulance. I was a member of the U.C.T. for several years until 
it was disbanded,and am presently a member of the Kiwanis Prairie Pioneers. I 
am also a member of the local Barbershopopers Chapter. 

My interest in music has existed for as long as I can remember.Both my 
‘Marents had a love and talent in music,and my Grandfather was an old time 
fiddler from Ontario. | 

There was always music around home and I guess I inherited a natural 
talent and love of good music.I was never able to have any formal training 
in music and I have often wished,in later years, that I had. I have been. 
able, though,to acquire,on my own,a considerable knowledge of music,and I 
taught myself to play guitar,violin,banjo,ukelele,saxaphone and piano.Due to 
an injury to a finger,I have not been able to play any stringed instrument 


for several years,and the piano is all I play now. 


There was no lack of muSical talent in the Beaver Flat area,and, 


together with my brother Charlie,who played the violin,we supplied ,and 
helped provide,music for many of the dances. 

After I moved to Swift Current and worked at Newton Motors,Ivy and 
Elizabeth Horner,Bob Steinborn and myself formed an orchestra and played 
together for dances for several years. 

It was through this association with Ivy that he asked me to one of the 
executive of the Old time Fiddlers Contest when it was first organized in 
1966. I was with them for several years before dropping out. I was never a 
'Fiddler',and my presence as a member of the Fiddlers,I felt,somewhat out 
Of place. 

When the Old Time Fiddlers planned to produce a record in 1978,which was 
mainly Ivy Horner's inspiration,he asked me to direct the group.This I was 
only too happy to do,so I arranged and directed the music for the first two 
records,"Schoolhouse Dance Party,No's 1 and 2. 

At present I am living in Swift Current,and as I mentioned before, 
retired,but still involved in music through being a member of the Barber- 


shoppers. 


Hoffman Powley,directing 'Schoolhouse 


Dance Party' #1. 


Adam H.Schick 


Adam H.Schick was born at Duff,Saskatchewan December 8,1903. 

He was raised a farm boy until later in his teen years when he went to 
the far south in Louisiana,working as a guide on a cotton plantation.There 
he had many adventures and grew to love horses. 

He then returned to Canada and began farming two miles from Duff,Sask., 
where he raised his family after marrying in 1926. 

In 1942 he took up buying grain for the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and 
continued for fifty years. He also served School Unit #15 and Dunelm 4H Club. 
He belonged to the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers when they organized,and 
was President for some time. 

His musical interest started when he was a young lad.He had a violin 
and couldn't get it to bring out satisfactory music ,so he smashed it on 
a woodpile. He regained his interest and played the violin for his own 
entertainment,then joined some local dance bands. 

His family consisted of two sons,Norman and Harold and one daughter 
Irene. 

The eldest son Norman and his wife Reta live in Duff,Sask., and Harold 
resides in Swift Current,commuting to Leinan each day.Irene married Andrew 
Corney and lives in Swift Current. 


Adam Schick passed away in September,1978. 


Acting up! 


Edward Schweigert 


I was born in Maple Creek,Saskatchewan in 1921. At the age of five,I 
Started to play a mouth organ and a 2 row button accordion.Shortly after, 
I began to play the guitar and violin,then went on to piano accordion, sax, 


Clarinet,piano and other instruments. 


I played for my first dance when I was nine years old. With my two 


brothers both playing,we played for schoolhouse dances all over the country. 


After we moved to Maple Creek,I started my own group in the late 40's and 
early 50's. There were four of us who played in several towns all around 
the country. 

I like the violin the best. I stuck with it and became quite good.This, 
I knew, was my choice of instrument.I studied the U.S.A. School of Music, 

a home study course, and taught myself how to read music and to play by 
note. 

I began competing in 1969.By 1974 I was fortunate to have won some 90 
top honors. After that I slowed down,and only took part in contests once 
in awhile.However,I still won another 20 trophies to add to my collection. 
I finally decided to quit because I would get nervous.Why? Don't ask me! 

I took on the task of contest judging in Saskatchewan,Alberta and 
Washington State , as well. besides still playing in a group, and playing 
for dances.I feel that a band without a violin is like getting a lot of 
thunder and no rain. 

I build my own fiddles. To date,I have made eight of them,and have 
started another one which is far from finished. I don't play much any more. 
I have composed eight selections that I play.They have never been published, 


but I have the copyrights for them.I have made one long play record,and may 
produce another one someday. 


I helped to form the Old Time Fiddlers Association in Swift Current about 


1970 or 71.I was the first Vice-President,and enjoyed working with the 
Swift Current group.When the Maple Creek Fiddlers group organized in 1972, 
I took a great part in putting the group together,It took three tries on ny 
part before the group in my home town got going. We left Maple Creek in 
December,1973 and moved to Penticton,B.C.,where I helped to organize the 
fiddlers' group there. In 1975 we moved to Medicine Hat,Alberta,where we 
now live and will stay.If I can get over my nervousness,or whatever, 
hopefully,I shall compete again sometime. 


Good luck to the Swift Current 01d Time Fiddlers.I still feel as if I 


belong in Swift Current.The friends we have there will always be special. 


Ernie Valentine 


Ernie Valentine was born in Shellburne,Ontario on August 21,1903.He 
moved with his parents in 1909 to a homestead north of Pennant,Sask. In 1926 
he took over his parents' farm,where he lived until moving into Pennant in 
1946.Thereafter,he worked at various jobs. 

He was always interested in music and started playing the violin at an 
early age.He played for house parties,school dances and took part in 
several fiddling contests, and,in his earlier years,won some of the contests. 

He enjoyed being involved with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers for 


some years. 


He moved to Swift Current in 1976 and passed away on May 14,1985. 


The Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association 


The annual meeting of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association was called 
to order at 2:50 P.M. November 4,1979 in the upstairs room at the Recreation 
Centre,Swift Current.The minutes of the November 5,1978 annual meeting,a 
special meeting December 12,1978 and an executive meeting October,1979 were 
read and adopted as read.After their financial report was presented,discussed 
and accepted,and other pertinent Saskatchewan Fiddler business dealt with, 
Harvey Peacock was nominated to conduct the meeting for purposes of 
amalgamation. 

To execute a motion adopted at the 1978 annual meeting,it was decided to 
proceed with the amalgamation of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Assoc- 
jation,1966,Saskatchewan Fiddlers,1972 and Prairie Fiddlers,New Horizons 
under one constitution.As the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association 
was already registered as a charitable organization,it was chosen to form 
all three of the existing groups into one.Everyone was informed that the 
new organization would need to file an annual financial report showing 
receipts and charitable donations for the year,such donations to be made in 
accordance with its income,if it were to retain eligibility in the Society. 
Registration would be continued for a renewal fee of $2 a year. 

Vance Hanline,seconded by Bob Steinborn,made a motion that the 'Sask- 
atchewan Fiddlers Association amalgamate with the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddling Association,and all assets be turned over to the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddling Association'. It was carried. 

To confirm this decision,a motion made by Lawrence Schatkoski,seconded 
by Lang Shaw,that'all assets,liabilities and responsibilities of the Sask- 
atchewan Fiddlers Association be assumed by the new organization,named 
Swift Current 01d Time Fiddling Association' carried. 

To further formalize the procedure,a motion made by Charlie Schofield, 
seconded by Cliff Hjermenrude,that the 'Prairie Fiddlers,New Horizons agree 
to amalgamate with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association,and turn 
over all assets,liabilities and responsibilities to the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddling Association' also carried. 

Adding weight to the changeover,a motion made by Ivy Horner,seconded by 
Charlie Schofield,that'the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association accept 
the terms of amalgamation with Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association and Prairie 
Fiddlers,New Horizons,and that a new organization be formed of the combined 
members of the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association,Prairie Fiddlers,New Horizons 


and the Swift Current Old Time Fiddling Association,and that a new slate of 


officers be elected for the 'Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association' 
also carried. 

It was agreed that,for the time being,only the President and the 
secretary-Treasurer were to be elected,and a committee established to draw 
up a new constitution and a set of bylaws.Following nominations,Ivy Horner 
was declared President and Bub Brightwell,Secretary-Treasurer.Volunteers 
for the bylaws committee were Harvey Peacock,Lang Shaw,Bob Steinborn,Isabel 
Schofield and Lawrence Schatkoski.As scheduled, a meeting of the bylaws 
committee took place at the Ivy Horner residence November 9,1979,with Harvey 
Peacock,Bob Steinborn,Isabel Schofield,John MOffat and Jake Thiesen in 
attendance,and volunteers Lang Shaw and Lawrence Schatkoski absent. 

Evolving from this gathering,a general meeting was called November 18,1979 
at the Recreation Centre for the two-fold purpose of adopting and amending 
the bylaws,and to elect a complete slate of officers for the coming year.The 
secretary,for this occasion,read and moved each bylaw separately,and someone, 
who,by being present,qualified as a voting member,seconded it from the floor. 
Voting was done by a show of hands. 

For the sake of clarity,the bylaws are listed below,with subsequent 
amendments and date of change inscribed in parenthesis. 

1.Name -Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association,and shall be 
incorporated under the Societies Act as a non-profit organization. (Carried) 

2. Aim or Purpose: to promote and preserve old time fiddling -entertain 
Senior citizens and residents of nursing homes and hospitals,and provide 
other social events.Give surplus money to local organizations. (Amended 


November 18,1979 to read,deleting the last line altogether,and changing to 


'to assist and support other local organizations' - motion carried,as amended) 
(Amended April 9,1985 to read,after the phrase,'old time fiddling'- ‘and/or 
Old time music and dancing' - motion carried, as amended. ) 


Final wording of the bylaw now reads: Aim or purpose:to promote and 
preserve old time fiddling,and/or old time music and dancing -entertain 
senior citizens and residents of nursing homes and hospitals,and provide 
other social events - to assist and support local organizations. 

3.Executive Officers:shall consist of President,Vice-President,Secretary- 
Treasurer and three directors.(Carried - no change) 

4.Terms of Office: the President,Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer 
shall be elected annually.Directors will be elected for a three(3) year 


term with one (1) director being elected each year.(Carried - no change). 


5.Vacancies:in case of a vacancy,the executive may appoint a person to 
fill the vacant position. (Carried - no change). 

6.Annual Meeting: the annual meeting shall be held the first Sunday in 
November,active members to be advised by mail and a general notice put in 
the newspapers.(Carried - no change). 

7.Membership: shall be limited to those who take,or who have taken,an 
active part in the promotion of old time fiddling - and their spouse,and 
these members shall have the right to vote at the annual meeting,or other 
meetings called for general assembly.(Original wording changed to read ‘shall 
be limited to those and their spouse')Motion carried,as amended. 

Bylaw now reads:Membership:shall be limited to those and their spouse 
who take,or who have taken,an active part in the promotion of old time 
fiddling,and these members shall have the right to vote at the annual meeting, 
or other meetings called for general assembly. | 

8.A1l1 members shall pay an annual membership fee,valid from January lst 
to December 3lst of the year paid.The -~nunt shall be set by the executive, 
and their decision shall be final;(€arried- no change). 

9.Disputes: all cases of disputes as to eligibility to hold membership 
shall be decided by the executive,and their decision shall be final.(Carried - 
no change). 

10.The Secretary-Treasurer shall present at each annual meeting a financial 
statement of the Association. (Carried - no change). 

11.Committees: the executive shall have the power to appoint committees as 
required. (Carried - no change). 

12.Executive Meetings:may be held at any time to deal with urgent business, 
of which all members of the executive shall be advised.Four (4) members of 
the executive shall form a quorum,and may conduct business.(Carried,no change) 

13. The Treasurer and the President,or,in his absence,the Vice-President, 
shall be authorized to sign cheques on behalf of the Association. (Carried - 
no change). 

14.Changes,additions to,or deletions of,these bylaws may be made only at an 
annual meeting by a two-third majority vote.Other motions brought up at 
meetings dealing with some immediate matter shall require a seconder anda 
majority vote to pass.(Amended at November 6,1983 annual meeting to read 
'or general meeting'after the words ‘annual meeting.Motion carried,as amended) 

Bylaw now reads:Changes,additions to,or deletions of,these bylaws may be 


made only at an annual meeting or general meeting by a two-thirds majority 


vote.Other motions brought up at meetings dealing with some immediate matter 
shall require a seconder and a majority vote to pass. 

Nominated at the general meeting November 18,1979 were Ivy Horner,Pres- 
ident,Lang Shaw,Vice-President,Bub Brightwell,Secretary-Treasurer and 
directors Harvey Peacock,Lawrence Schatkoski and Isabel Schofield. 

At an executive meeting November 28,1979 members were appointed to serve 
on various committees which were set up.The Social Committee,whose duty it. 
was to provide a hall,arrange lunches and entertainment,and sell memberships, 
included Lawrence Schatkoski,Jake Thiesen,Charlie Schofield,Ora Wetterstrand 
and Marj Peacock.The Program Committee,who was to program events,consisted 
of Lang Shaw,Bob Steinborn,Elvy Mickelson and Archie Wells.Ivy Horner,with 
authority to add help when required,invented and arranged special events on 
the Special Program Committee.Membership fees in the Swift Current O1d Time 
Fiddlers Association were $5 a member,although a motion to charge $3 had 
been made and lost.Funds from all three of the amalgamating groups were 
transferred to the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association within months 
of one another in 1980. 

After an application for a grant to promote the proposed summer tour in 
June,1980 had been read and discussed,assistance in its preparation was 
provided by Government Co-ordinator Martha Satter.The request for assistance 
from the local Celebrate Saskatchewan committee and the guidelines presented 
therein were to be followed in the application.A separate application was 
to be submitted for a 'Fiddling Extravaganza' program to be presented in 
Swift Current sometime during the summer. 

To follow the criteria on the Celebrate Saskatchewan application,those 
requesting the grant had to be residents of Saskatchewan.The project under 
consideration had to be provincial or greater than community in scope.Whether 
they incorporated one,two or all three Celebrate Saskatchewan themes,namely - 
heritage,celebration or visual,these same projects were expected to provide 
something special in honor of Saskatchewan's seventy-fifth birthday.It was 
essential,therefore,that applicants submit a detailed outline of their project 
,indicating their resources for funding,materials and labor as well as their 
plans for publicity and a full resume of their total budget. 

Each project was to be reviewed on its own merit.However,the Celebrate 
Saskatchewan committee retained the right to allocate funds in such a way 
that geographic areas or interest groups would receive an equitable amount 


of support.Decisions made by the Celebrate Saskatchewan Board of Directors 


pertaining to such allocations of the fund were final.The deadline for 
project proposals was January 31,1980.As the committee anticipated an over- 
whelming response for grant money,organizations were being encouraged to seek 
additional sources of funding for their projects. 

On the application,the project was described as a tour covering seventeen 
centres throughout the province,where music that developed out of the pioneers' 
need for entertainment and self-expression would be played.It would be a 
grassroots kind of music that many of the players had learned in early child- 
hood,invoking nostalgic memories of schoolhouse dances in the early 1900's. 
The fact that such a project would demonstrate the musical heritage of our 
province qualified it as something special,and the anticipated participation 
of the audience at these functions would certainly embrace the themes of 
heritage and celebration that were required. 

Twenty six members of the Fiddlers,plus seven snouses,were expected to 
share in the implementation of this project.Three of the fiddlers were not 
yet sixty years of age.Fourteen of them were between sixty and seventy,and 
nine of the group had already passed the seventy mark. 

The tour agenda was drawn up,and received the approval of the communities 
to be visited.Afternoon sessions would be held free of charge,mainly for the 
senior citizens but also for any interested people who wished to see the 
Fiddlers play.It was expected that the audience would frequently clear the 
floor so dancing could be done.Except for those times when a district wished 
to hold regular dances,the evening sessions would be free of charge,also. 
Admission charges would be made for dances,with the take-at-the-door-proceeds 
being split on a 50/50 basis. 

There was no formalized publicity plan.The Celebrate Saskatchewan Calendar 
of Events provided both afternoon and evening entertainment.Advertising was 
left up to the districts where the Fiddlers were to perform. 

Ivy Horner intended to outline the plan of the Celebrate Saskatchewan 
tour to the Fiddlers,but required eye surgery at the time the meeting was 
scheduled.In his place,Bub Brightwell presented the idea to the members who 
attended.Beginning June 9,1980,and ending June 19,the bus tour would include 
eighteen towns,all east of a line drawn through Saskatoon and. Swift Current, 
but excluding Biggar,and encompassing a total of 1600 miles at $1 a mile 
and $360 layover charges.Some meals would be provided.The rest would be the 
responsibility of the Fiddlers.Motel accomodation was figured in.Some 


financial assistance was forthcoming through the Celebrate Saskatchewan grant, 


and a percentage of the admission fees would help to alleviate the expenses. 

Towns and cities on the tour agenda included Gravelbourg,Assiniboia, 
Weyburn,Estevan,Carlyle,Moosomin,Broadview,Indian Head,Moose Jaw,Rosetown, 
Biggar,Saskatoon,Wakaw,Melfort,Wadena,Yorkton and Melville.All had been 
contacted by telephone,and had indicated their approval. 

Bub reminded members that the schoolhouse dance video which had been 
taped earlier was scheduled to be aired sometime in January.If suitable 
accomodation could be located,it was hoped that an old-time barn dance in an 
actual barn might be taped as well. 

The proposed tour surfaced again at a general meeting held January 22, 
1980 at the Recreation Centre.Members were informed that the Celebrate 
Saskatchewan tour was definitely scheduled for June 9 to June 21,with all 
points except Saskatoon being agreeable to sponsoring dances and providing 
the evening meal.President Ivy Horner felt that another placement might have 
to be found to replace Saskatoon.Some members were prepared to go for one week 
only.Others were doubtful,or did not wish to go at all.At this juncture,Ivy 
pointed out that musicians from outside the organization would probably have 
to be invited to provide an impressive group. 

As it was time for membership renewals,the fee was set at $5 per member, 
with membership cards designed by Lawrence Schatkoski and Elvy Mickelson to 
be distributed at a later date.Nineteen memberships were sold at the meeting, 
and twenty shortly thereafter. 

Record sales were proving substantial enough to warrant serious 
consideration regarding the possible engagement of an out-of-province ‘record 
racker' to take care of the increased demand.Bub Brightwell had submitted a 
letter,complete with a brief resume of the Fiddlers' activities,and the going 
store price for records,cassettes and 8 tracks,to Woodward Stores in Van- 
couver,B.C..However,he had not received a reply from them.A good stock of 
1's and 2's was available if they were to show interest in handling them. 

The question as to whether a collection from the dancers at the Waldeck 
Homecoming Celebration June 28,1980,or a set fee,would be the most suitable 
was raised and resolved by a motion authorizing a $150 fee. 

Harvey Peacock,Ivy Horner and Lang Shaw were chosen to contact possible 
entertainers for the 'Fiddling Extravaganza'. 

A letter accepting the invitation to attend the Regina Folk Festival 
May 3 and May 4 was agreed upon.However,a later decision revoked this 
settlement,whereby the group planned to attend for one day only,and return 


home the next. 


Lang Shaw reported that a small group of players were providing musical 
entertainment at local nursing homes,hospitals,activity centres and senior 
citizen complexes,at no charge to the institutions involved.Those who took 
their vehicles to these functions were allotted a fee of twelve cents a mile 
for car allowance.A bus had been chartered for Moose Jaw April 19,and Elbow 
March 21,indicating the Fiddlers had a busy schedule ahead of them. 

Arrangements with the Saskatoon group ground to a standstill before the 
February 6 meeting,and plans for Humboldt were finalized,instead.Waldeck 
cancelled its dance,and Simmie had neither confirmed nor cancelled its 
engagement.Arising from the Simmie request,it was decided that no apnointment 
should be accepted during July and August,except events that could be 
accomodated by those members available and willing to take part. 

A potential breakthrough in finding a record distributor to expand sales 
developed when Radell Racking,who handled sales for Prairie Fiddlers,New 
Horizons before amalgamation,suggested that the Swift Current Old Time Fidllers 
should contact Ross Sound of Regina.Acting on the tip,Ivy Horner,Lang Shaw, 
Lawrence Schatkoski and Bub Brightwell motored to Regina to confer with the 
personnel of Ross Sound Corporation.During their deliberations,an agreement 
giving the Fiddlers twenty cents for each record sold,plus other contingencies, 
Was proposed,if the contract was accepted.Following their disclosure at the 
next meeting,the same gentlemen were appointed to negotiate the agreement 
after certain points concerning Canadian sales and royalties were clarified. 

A motion authorizing the production of record #3 carried when Lawrence 
Schatkoski broached the idea of possibly promoting it in the Celebrate 
Saskatchewan year.He was selected to chair the committee to make necessary 
arrangements,and plans were laid to have the first practice at St.Michaels 
Parish Hall.Supper was completed at the Horseshoe Lodge March 12 when word 
was released that the Swift Current Celebrate Saskatchewan committee had 
allocated three hundred dollars to promote the Fiddling Extravaganza. 
Lawrence conducted the rest of the meeting dealing with record #3. 

His committee,including Bob Steinborn,Edgar and Ora Wetterstrand,Bub 
Brightwell and himself,had prepared the proposal he was now going to present. 
First,he summarized the costs to make the record,then he asked whether the 
musicians (a) wanted to fund the making of the record themselves?(b)wished 
to contract its production to Ross Sound?(c) or desired the Association to 
produce it as it had the previous two records?Although Norm Soper tried to 
persuade them to produce it at their own cost,the general assembly agreed to 


follow the same format as before,and have the Fiddlers pay for its production. 


Pictures for the record cover were arranged for,and subsequently taken by 
Smart Studio March 23. 

After briefly addressing the meeting about the benefits of cable television, 
Norm Soper,Swift Current,questioned whether the Fiddlers were prepared to 
provide a letter to support the application for a licence to promote cable- 
vision over CJGL.If accepted, such an application would provide nine channels, 
one of which would be a community channel available to groups such as the 
Fiddlers.Such a service,to be known as "Grassland Cablevision',would cost 
about $35 a hook-up when it became available.A motion supporting the appli- 
cation of CJGL Grasslands Cablevision for a cable certificate was made and 
carried. 

Lang Shaw advised the group that they were to play in Saskatoon,Elbow, 
Cabri,the Regina Folk Festival,the Research Station,go on a two weeks tour in 
June,and play for the Central Butte street dance before the end of July,and 
asked to be notified if anyone was unable to attend any of these affairs.It 
was agreed that Celebrate Saskatchewan functions were to be accepted on an 
actual cash basis. 

Executive members attending a meeting at Ivy Horner's residence were 
confronted with the subject of how to reimburse those who were helping to 
distribute records and tapes around the city and elsewhere.As they were 
authorized to pass bills,Lang Shaw and Bub Brightwell received compensation 
for the monies they had already expended.Moreover,Lang Shaw presented a 
report explaining receipts and expenditures,which were separate from the 
other Fiddler associations,and turned such money over to the Fiddlers.Those 
living outside the city,and who took part in making record #3,were to be paid 
12¢ per mile upon presentation of their statement of miles travelled.Those 
wishing to purchase pictures from the proofs taken for record #3 could obtain 
them at Smart Studios.Moose Jaw was amenable to paying $150 towards costs 
for the April 19 committment.Plans for making a video tape for the Johnny 
Sandison Show on CKCK Television were proceeding smoothly,and tunes had been 
selected for the presentation.A busload of musicians and their spouses made 
the trip to Regina April 19,where Ivy Horner was interviewed by Johnny Sand- 
ison,and the video tape was completed for airing at a later date.On the way 
back to Swift Current,the Fiddlers stopped at Moose Jaw to meet an obligation 
there. 

Several events occurred before the annual meeting November 2,1980.Lang 


Shaw received an invitation to play for the shut-ins group at North Battleford. 


However,the summer tour would just be completed,and it was felt that many of 
the players would prefer taking a break.Three carloads of Fiddlers did travel 
to Cabri to play for a dance,and a good time was had by all.In May,part of the 
group entertained guests at the Agrologist's Convention,which took place at 
the Research Station,Swift Turrent.In June,approximately thirty musicians 

and their spouses participated in the two-week long Celebrate Saskatchewan 
tour that had been on the planning board so long.In July,an indivicual, 
representing a German recording firm,taped several numbers by the entire group, 
as well as items by single artists.Central Butte did hold their street dance. 
Two separate events,both slated for August 2,were filled,one group playing at 
Stewart Valley,and the other at Eastend.On Auqust 16,the local Legion Branch 
sponsored a Fiddler dance in the Legion Hall.Except for a few farmers who were 
harvesting,the group was bussed to Regina in September to play at the Rough- 
riders' pancake breakfast at the Turvy Centre,and to share in a Celebrate 
Saskatchewan event in Wascana Park,sponsored by the City of Regina.The occasion 
in Wascana Park was especiallyihteresting as four local dancers from Swift 
Current accompanied the Fiddlers to dance the old time dances,and involve 

the audience in taking part, as well.As their last Celebrate Saskatchewan 
function of the year,they played at the Neidpath Community Hall September 20, 
and finalized their major events by supplying music for the annual fiddling 
contest dance October 2,1980. | 

Sixty four percent of the paid up members attended the annual meeting at 
the Recreation Centre November 2,1980.Routine matters such as minutes,the 
financial statement and several thank-you letters from appreciative Celebrate 
Saskatchewan hosts were dealt with.Lawrence Schatkoski reported that he had 
4885 items of Fiddler stock on hand as of September 30.Besides processing 
300 mail orders and mailing out 297 advertising cards,he had purchased. 1660 
items of 1 and 2 recordings from Ross Sound.The new executive were to be 
responsible for making a satisfactory deal with Ross Sound regarding the 
distribution and sale of records. 

The regular election of officers resulted in Lawrence Schatkoski being 
elected as President,Bob Steinborn as Vice-President,Bub Brightwell as 
Secretary-Treasurer and Ora Wetterstrand as Director.Harvey Peacock and 
Archie Wells still had terms to complete. 

The question of remunerating each member separately for playing at public 
functions was raised and thoroughly discussed.Ivy Horner,on advice from the 


auditor of the organization,explained that there was no way in which this could 
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be accomplished.Someone suggested that another group of old time fiddlers had 
conformed to regulations by repaying all government grants they had received, 
and were now using a satisfactory system of reimbursement for their members. 
As Ivy Horner saw it,this method would not work for the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers,who were registered with the Saskatchewan government as a non-profit 
organization,and were,therefore,bound by the rules of the Corporation Act. 

It was agreed that a sound system to be used at dances and other functions 
should be purchased.Ivy Horner appointed Wes Howes,Bob Steinborn,Elvy Mickelson 
and Lawrence Schatkoski to investigate possibilities and costs. 

A motion authorizing members a rate of 25¢ a mile travelled when they used 
their own vehicle for transportation was made and carried.Mileage was deter- 
mined,beginning from Swift Current,plus the return trip to Swift Current. 
Those dwelling in rural areas would be paid the approved mileage rate, 
provided their bills were sanctioned by the executive. 

The executive would deal with the matter of replacement trousers for the 
men. 

Ivy Horner had discussed the idea of making a recording with all the 
available competitors taking part at the Western Canadian Fiddling Champion- 
ships.When the members favored the plan,he agreed to go ahead with arrangements 
He was appointed Chairman of the Special Events Committee and received a life- 
time membership within the Association. 

The main topic of discussion at the executive meeting November 29,1980 
Was a proposal by Ivy Horner that the Fiddlers consider a donation to the 
Swift Current Union Hospital as their 'contribution to a local organization', 
at that time.Other ideas,such as the installation of air-conditioning or 
wheelchair ramps in the Civic Centre,were discarded,and discussion revolved | 
around the appropriate amount to be donated to the hospital.A sum was suggested 
and negated by the Secretary-Treasurer on grounds that it could jeopardize 
the working capital for 1981.Ivy Horner,Bub Brightwell and Lawrence Schatkoski 
formed a committee to meet with members of the hospital administration to 
discuss an undertaking in the $25,000 range.When Gordon Allsen and Bud Wallace 
presented them with three alternatives,it was agreed to notify the members at 
a supper and social meeting December 17,1980. 

Committees appointed at this time were:music - prepare programs,all 
occasions,Edgar Wetterstrand,Bob Steinborn and Ora Wetterstrand;phone,Verena 
Schatkoski,Olive Hjermenrude and Eileen Holden; wardrobe,Marj Peacock <and Wes 


Howes;kitchen help,Civic Centre,Jake Thiesen,Idabel Howes and Olive Hjermenrude. 
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local events,Ivy Horner and Jake Thiesen;engagements,Lawrence Schatkoski and 
Bob Steinborn. 

The executive was empowered to add new members when required.Annual 
membership fees for the social club were increased from $3 to $5 a person, 
and from $6 to $10 per couple.Single admissions for one night remained at $1. 
Lawrence reported that he could arrange a Christmas party for the Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers and their invited guests at the Hillcrest Lodge 
December 17,1980,and was instructed to proceed with arrangements for a 
Happy Hour at 6,followed by a smorgaasbord supper. 

When he attended the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto,Lawrence 
had conferred with one 6f the 6fficials about a possible opportunity to play 
there in 1981.Encouraged by the reception Lawrence received,Ivy Horner 
expected to follow through by attempting to arrange such an event.Concluding 
his account,Lawrence then told how pleased he'd been with the cordial 
reception he'd received at Quality Records,where the Fiddler albums were 
being printed.What would happen if rumors about Radell Racking quitting 
the record distributing business were verified would have to he determined 
at a later date. 

Attending the smorgaasbord supper,thirty eight members were present to 
hear the three recommendations concerning the proposed donation to the 
Swift Current Union Hospital.Equipment for the Intensive Care Ward and 
scanner equipment for the ultra-sound device were scrapped in favor of a 
$24,000 donation towards installation of electric doors at the hospital. 
Lawrence told those who were there that the presentation would take place 
at the January 13 social at the Civic Centre.To get as much exposure as 
possible,personnel from the press,radio and TV would be present to cover 
the event.Ivy and Lawrence had other ideas which they hoped to pursue during 
the new year.Perhaps the general membership would have others.In any event, 
Lawrence was anticipating another successful year.On that note,the meeting 
adjourned. 

As the Fiddlers were not familiar with the aims of their organization, 
they did not respond to a request for support from 'Up With People' when 
their letter was read at the supper meeting January 17.However,they were not 
averse to Ivy checking out another Saskatchewan tour that would take them 
into the north and north-west areas of the province.Similarly,everyone 
favored the cutting of a fourth record in 1981.For those who wished to 


benefit financially from the profits,another attempt would be made to 


Verena Schatkoski,presenting 
Elizabeth Horner with roses 
at Fiddler Christmas party 
Hillcrest Motor Inn 


Swift Current. 


Bub Brightwell,Secretary - 
Treasurer of Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers presenting 
a plaque to Ivy Horner at 
Fiddler Christmas party 
Hillcrest Motor Inn 

December 17,1980 
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organize in such a way that this goal might be realized.It was left to the 
executive to handle whatever problems that were looming on the horizon with 
Ross Sound of Regina. 

As new uniforms had been discussed,Wes Howes investigated different 
choices of material and colors,and provided samples of fabric for members 
to see at the meeting.Most were in favor of co-ordinating colors,with brown 
pnats for the men,When a vote preferring outfits for musicians only broke on 
a tie,the wardrobe committee was left to decide for themselves who should, 
or should not,be entitled to wear the Fiddler uniform.New memberships were 
lekely,but it was decided to limit the number of members to the ones that 
were already enrolled. 

A plaque was presented to Ivy Horner in recognition of his contribution 
towards preserving old time fiddling in the city,and his wife Elizabeth, 

a bouguet of roses as a token of appreciation,for her endless hours of being 
a kind,warm-hearted hostess. 

To commemorate this special occasion,we respectfully submit the present- 
ation speech as delivered by Ivy's good friend,Bub Brightwell,that evening: 

'Tt is my pleasure to have this opportunity,on behalf of the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers,to pay honor to Ivy Horner for his devotion to,and 
promotion of,old time music. 

First,I would like to review some of the many things Ivy has been 
involved with.It is generally agreed by Ivy and others that the organization 
got its start when he organized the first street program in 1962,as part of a 
program for Jaywalkers' Jamboree Days.Ivy's fiddling career began much 
earlier than that.I know he began playing as a boy,also that he had an 
orchestra in Swift Current in the 50's that played for the square dance club 
and other public functions.He and a few others were the first to provide 
old time music for entertainment at the nursing homes and Pioneer Lodge.He 
was chiefly responsible for reviving Old Time Fiddlers' contests in 1966 - 
now a project of the Rotarians. 

He,along with Lioyd Smith,Adam Schick and Vance Hanline is credited with 
organizing the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association - the first of its kind in 
the area,an organization dedicated to promoting old time fiddling(1976).He 
promoted,and was successful in seeing produced,records 1 and 2 of Schoolhouse 
Dance Party,also assisted with the production of 'Come Dance With Us'.In 1979 
the three Fiddlers organizations were amalgamated as one organization,which 
is named Swift Current 01d Time Fiddlers,and Ivy became its first president 
in 1980. 


<= 
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In his year as president,he has successfully promoted many Celebrate 
Saskatchewan programs,with the two week tour in June being the most out- 
standing.He is still working on new plans,some you have already been told 
about,and some yet to be born.There is much more that could be told about 
Ivy,and his devotion to old time fiddling;therefore,I think it is a justly 
deserved and well-earned honor we bestow on him tonight. 

Ivy,it is my pleasure,on behalf of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers, 
past and present,to present to you this plague in recognition of our 
appreciation of your dedication to old time fiddling. 

Congratulations,on behalf of all of us!' 

A fitting tribute,indeed,to one who strived so hard to promote and 
preserve old time fiddling in the Swift Current area! 

When the executive called their February 19 meeting,the mens' trousers 
were due to arrive any day.The wardrobe committee resolved to have local 
seamstresses sew Western style shirts and blouses,and an order for off-white 
material and brown for trim was placed at the Pioneer Co-op. 

Plans for record #4 were now underway.Eagle Creek Recording,Rosetown and 
Studio West Recording,Saskatoon were approached about estimated costs of 
its production.In the end,Studio West was chosen,as it was agreeable to the 
Fiddlers retaining ownership of their tape,and contracting whomever they 
wished to manufacture the record.Arrangements were made with Verma Studio to 
have the picture for the record taken Sunday,February 22. 

Meanwhile.Ivy was experiencing some difficulty in getting hotel accomod- 
ation at places chosen for the summer tour.Most members preferred riding in 
the bus for an hour or two after an evening's performance to get a good 
night's rest in a hotel rather than being billetted in someone's home.Ivy 
reported that arrangements for the tour were completed at the May meeting. 
It was suggested that a novelty act at afternoon performances might add to 
the show. 

The best ways and means to get record #4 on the market,and the proper 
price to charge for records,cassettes and 8 tracks,was fully discussed. 
Lawrence would contact JC Enterprises about the distribution of these items. 
Ross Sound would be getting the new album at a set price per item,FOB from 
Swift Current.Dealers would have another price,with a 30% discount,if their 
orders were prepaid.A card advertising #4 album,and others,would be printed 
and sent to mail-order customers.Orders of four or more mailed to the same 


address would be shipped postage paid.However,the idea of making an album 


of the fiddlers who took part at the Fiddlers' contest was considered 
impractical,and was dropped. 

Summer over,meetings resumed August 14,1981 at the Bub Brightwell home, 
with all of the executive present.Correspondence from the Swift Current 
Union Hospital implied that electric doors could be installed for less than 
$¢24,000.Later communication stated that the total cost had reached $31,000. 
The request for the additional $7000 was tabled until more information was 
available. 

The advertising cards were now ready.Although Lawrence had contacted 
JC Enterprises,he had not heard from them.Perhaps the current mail strike 
had something to do with it. 

Archie Wells repeated his request for a donation that would provide a 
wheelchair ramp in the Civic Centre auditorium.Ivy Horner,Bob Steinborn and 
Bub Brightwell formed a committee to consult Emile St.Amand and Murray 
Butterfield about plans the Recreation Board might have for such an install- 
ation.After this discussion,how much the Fiddlers were willing to get 
involved was determined,and approval to proceed obtained from the general 
membership. 

Lawrence told the executive that he had received several requests to 
play at dances.The $150 fee for playing plus mileage costs remained 
unchanged. 

It was suggested that a program to add to the entertainment at the 
Christmas party might be interesting. 

Repeating the pattern of other years,prize money to the winner in the 
senior citizens section would be donated at the Fiddlers' contest.It was 
agreed that,as the actual donor,the name'Swift Current Old TimeFiddlers' 
should appear on the large trophy,but,hopefully,the name'Saskatchewan 
Fiddlers' could be retained as well.A ruling from Norma Wallace,New Horizons 
was to obtained in this regard. 

A nominating committee was to be appointed for the election of officers 
at the annual meeting November 1,1981. 

A special meeting of the general assembly was held in the Fairview 
Arena Board Room August 30 to discuss details for the installation of the 
wheelchair ramp in the Civic Centre auditorium.After studying plans 
submitted by the Recreation Board,a motion validating the donation of $7000 
towards the installation of the ramp was made and carried. 


Lawrence was making tentative plans for the Christmas party.He still 
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hoped to reserve space at the Horseshoe Lodge,with outside guests to include 
the bus drivers and members of the media. 

Special Events Chairman Ivy Horner was ready to discuss the possibility 
of a tour into the United States during the 1982 summer season.However,he 
received a lukewarm response,and the plan was not encouraged.Alternate tours 
were suggested. 

Lang Shaw offered the Fiddlers the use of his electric piano,if they 
would notify him when they needed it. 

Twenty six members attended the annual meeting in the Band Hall November 
1.Lawrence expressed his appreciation for the support of all members during 
his term of office.Minutes were read and adopted.Thank-you cards were read 
and acknowledged.There had been a good response to the 300 cards advertising: 
the release of #4 record.Conversely,the Rotary Club had expressed some 
concern that more Swift Current fiddlers were not entering the contest.The 
$150 rate,plus mileage,for three hour programs was to continue.Bob Steinborn, 
Wes Howes and Ora Wetterstrand were authorized to check on suitable piano 
units. 

Lloyd Holden took the chair during the election of officers.Subsequent 
nominations found the executive listed as follows:Lawrence Schatkoski, 
President,Bob Steinborn,Vice-President,Eileen Holden,Secretary-Treasurer, 
Archie Wells,director.Ora Wetterstrand and Harvey Peacock still had part 
of their term to fill. 

Members were encouraged to share project ideas for 1982. 

Lawrence reported 1350 records,720 8 tracks and 640 cassettes of #3,plus 
1700 records,570 8 tracks and 720 cassettes of other albums,were sold to 
Ross Sound in 1981.A service charge would be placed on all business accounts 
exceeding $1000 overdue for 30 days.Members could buy albums at a specified 
discount price.It was decided to make record #5.The Christmas party would 
be November 25.Bub Brightwell received,as token of appreciation for services 
rendered,an honorarium of $500. 

To familarize herself with the Fiddler bookkeeping procedures before 
assuming office January 1,1982,Eileen Holden held the next meeting in her home 
Archie Wells was concerned about the installation of the handrail for the 
wheelchair ramp at the Civic Centre.Harvey Peacock was appointed to look after 
publicity for its unveiling.JC Enterprises was not interested. in: handling 
Fiddler items.Party guests included Southern Charterways bus drivers,their 


wives,Len Enns,CKSW,his wife Irene,and Agnes Robertson.Ivy Horner was to look 
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after the bangquet,and Bob Steinborn,the purchases for Happy Hour.There would 
be entertainment.Verena Schatkoski would take care of lunch and kitchen help 
for December,June and February 'specials' at the Civic Centre.Other times, 
Bob Steinborn would head the kitchen committee.Olive Hjermenrude,Verena 
Schatkoski and Eileen Holden,appointed to the telephone committee,would 
contact musicians concerning car arrangements for out of town engagements,or 
if an unexpected meeting was scheduled. 

1982 membership fees for the Social Club increased to $10 single,or $20 
a couple.Beginning in September,and ending in June,individuals,attending a 
single dance,paid a membership of $2 an evening.The Fiddilers,registered as a 
non-profit organization, were granted a reduced rate in their hall rent for 
Tuesday nights,(odd night of the week),and were passing these savings on to 
the Social Club in low membership fees.As there could be no actual admission 
charge,those attending the socials were really purchasing memberships,and 
could share in the entertainment. 

Fiddler memberships,due January,1982,remained constant. 

Eileen was permitted to have a $50 petty cash allowance,which proved an 
invaluable help when she took over the mailing of records and tapes on a 
regular basis. 

Ivy Horner mentioned a June tour into the United States for the second 
time.Response was cool,as more information was needed before taking a step 
of that magnitude.Taking a boat tour on Lake Winnipeg in Manitoba,or trying 
Alberta,for a change,were his alternate suggestions. 

When the subject of remuneration for the Fiddlers was revived one more 
time, the retiring secretary-treasurer pointed out that a ruling,opting out 
pay for the musicians,was already on the books.However,no motion had been 
passed.The rule of 'no pay for members'was simply one of the prerequisites 
of being a non-profit organization,and could not be altered unless the whole 
structure of the membership was changed. 

A quick review of upcoming events brought the meeting to a close. 


All executive members except Ora Wetterstrand attended the next meeting. 


Minutes were read and adopted.Bub Brightwell turned the recording of the day's 


proceedings over to Eileen Holden to acquaint her with the routine.Lawrence 
was pleased with the Christmas party.One or two members felt that,although 


CKSW had aired it in the morning,and again at noon,and the Sun's camera crew 


took several shots of the occasion,insufficient coverage had been given to the 


dedication ceremony for the ramp at the Civic Centre December 8. 
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Since officials in Manitoba did not plan their agenda until February,lvy 
made little progress with the boat tour on Lake Winnipeg.He had discovered 
that meals and sleeping accomodations were available to musicians only,but 
spouses would have to pay their own way.Some thought was given to paying 
their expenses by playing extra days on the way there and back.Confirmation 
had not been received,so the final decision was postponed. 

As Ivy wished to compile an authentic list of records,cassettes and 8 
tracks sold by the Swift Current O1d Time Fiddlers,he asked Bub Brightwell 
to furnish him with a transcript ofall invoices he had made out over the 
years.Both Lawrence and Bub agreed to comply if they could find enough 
material to make it worthwhile. 

Whether to buy an electric piano was part of the agenda.When numerous 
ideas were presented,and no decision reached,Lawrence suggested that Lang 
Shaw's piano might serve the purpose,if the Fiddlers were willing to supply 
essential repairs.Wes Howes was left with the task of returning the model 
on loan from a Lethbridge business firm. 

In a newsletter periodically mailed to his colleagues,Lawrence reminded 
everyone that memberships were due January 20,1982.He also urged them to 
submit tune suggestions for record #5 to Eileen Holden's home address or 
through the Fiddler box number.Lawrence Schatkoski,Wes Howes,Archie Wells, 
Eunice Leifson and Ivy Horner would select tunes from this list.Eileen Holden 
was asked to draft a letter to the Canadian Musical Reproduction Rights 
Agency of Toronto,dealing with infringement information.The letter was posted, 
but there was no reply. | 

The music committee,including chairperson Ora Wetterstrand,assembled at 
Fileen's home January 20,1982 to select tunes from the submissions sent in. 
It seemed imperative that a theme exemplifying some aspect of old time dancing 
should be chosen.An album with square dances only could get too long and drawn 
out.Tunes with cowboy tunes were unacceptable.A record with more of the 
common dances might be more marketable.Surely,old,old tuneswere needed to 
preserve and promote old time fiddling.In the end,tunes of various kinds 
and tempos were chosen,and carbon copies provided for the music directors. 
Lawrence would check into further arrangements about regular practices 
in the Healy Hotel Thursdays and Sundays,if possible. 

Almost a month to the day later,the executive gathered to update recent 
events.Ivy Horner had heard absolutely nothing about the boat trip on Lake 


Winnipeg,and was advised to phone the Manitoba officials for clarification. 
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Concern about copyright infringement on the new record was expressed. 

Membership rights evolved into a sensitive issue when late payment and a 
minimum of participation by casual members was discussed at some length. 
Excluding matters of health,holidays or urgent personal matters,the criteria 
for membership should depend on one's performance within the groun.A simple 
explanation would suffice to reinstate members who were willing to fulfil 
their obligations on that basis. 

Ingolf and Beth Dahl were accepted as members with the understanding that 
Ingolf would,because of personal affairs,or the distance he had to travel. 
occasionally be unable to attend. 

Anyone not an authorized member,accompanying the Fiddlers on tour,would 
be obliged to pay their own admissions and hotel expenses throughout the trip. 

As proceeds realized from the 'Dance-a-miracle' function at the Civic 
Centre were to be donated to the year's fund-raising campaign,it was decided 
to sell records to help boost the total.The venture,undertaken jointly by 
the Kiwanis Kords and the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers,spoke well of 
the fiddlers,all wives who took part and the five news media outlets who 
supported them.$779.15,plus pledges turned over to Ivy Horner,were to be 
mailed to Telemiracle 82 as soon as possible.Ralph Biese received a small 
stipend for the duties he performed during the evening. 

Shortly after,Ivy asked to be excused from his post as Special Events 
Convener on the grounds that his health would not allow him to continue as 
he wished.His retirement from active participation in the organization he 
had created and nurtured so long was acknowledged with the sincerest regret. 

Archie Wells contacted a number of Western Development Museums in 
Saskatchewan on the off-chance that the Fiddlers could perform during their 
Centennial Year celebrations.Beyond his own research,however,he had no 
tangible project to put forward.Similarly,Wes Howes approached Eagles Lodges 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta in the hope that a tour with their sponsorship 
might be arranged.The boat tour on Lake Winnipeg failed to materialize. 
Discussion on tours was postponed until Archie and Wes delivered their reports 
at a later meeting.The Fiddlers were to play in Morse April 17. 

Lawrence had been donating his time,talents and energies towards keeping 
the fiddlers busy.Now, some thoughtful member felt that he should be reimb- 
ursed for each time he carried sound equipment and records in his truck, 
this token of appreciation for long and faithful service to be retro-active, 


and to continue into the future.The idea carried. 
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Recording of album #5 was scheduled to take place at Studio West March 12, 
1982.Therefore,Lawrence had to determine how many needed rooms at Confeder- 
ation Flag Inn in Saskatoon.As spectator space was limited at the studio, 
seating arrangements were made in advance.Instead of a hot meal at the hotel, 

a cold lunch for musicians and guests would be served by one of the wives. 
There would be a coffee break at Rosetown on the way home. 

Name and record cover were slated for discussion at Eunice's home March 4. 
Meanwhile,Lawrence would contact Norma Wallace about getting a New Horizons 
grant for the new album.The whole issue came up for discussion at a special 
meeting held in the Healy Hotel March 11.Ladies who sold records on tour 
were reminded they had a right to be on the record cover.Musicians could 
wear their red,gray and blue outfits,and the others,street clothes,if they 
wished.A photographer was consulted about the number of people he could 
arrange to best advantage on a picture,and a firm decision made a few days 
later,stipulating that only musicians would have their pictures taken.In 
the interim,Lawrence intended to talk to Mary Gilchrist of Western People, 
(affiliated with Western Producer) with the idea of obtaining an interview 
with her while the Fiddlers were in session. 

Vice-President Bob Steinborn agreed to act as Fiddler representative 
on the Multi-Cultural Committee in Swift Current.Eileen,confronted about 
making a similar decision,accompanied Bob to an exploratory meeting at 
Bobby Baker's home March 22,where Folkarama details were explained and 
updated.A decision to forgo participation in the Multi-Cultural Society due 
to a busy schedule of its own was reached,and the Society notified. 

At the music committee meeting March 24,Lawrence explained the procedure 
used in making record covers.He told how the cost increased with the use of 
more colors.The cover for 'Lasting Memories' had been sent to Toronto,where 
it had been 'proofed' following its design and printing.After this portion 
was completed,any changes would add to the cost of the finished product.He 
explained in detail what information was needed in write-ups,studio credits, 
and how the Fiddlers' mailing addres&S must be included on the back.A simple 
cover might be more attractive,and have more selling appeal.'Golden Gems' 
had been selected from the five titles submitted. 

Using a choice of gold or yellow coloring,with the G's in fancy lettering, 
the title was to be placed at the very top of the front cover,with ‘Swift 
Current Old time fiddlers' inserted directly below it.Wes Howes agreed to deal 


with the front part.Archie Wells would do the write-ups. 
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In his report,Wes Howes disclosed findings for a tour that could encompass 
a wide area of Alberta June 14 - 19,1982.Most places had agreed to provide 
supper,were prepared to turn over a portion of the 'take-at-the-door' ona 
percentage basis,and were amenable to the idea of Fiddler records being sold 
at their dances.Tentatively,the tour would include Taber,Lethbridge,McLeod, 
Pincher Creek,Clareshoim,Nanton,Calgary,Brooks and Medicine hat. 

Due to lack of information,the Archie Wells Western Development Museum 
tour was not discussed. 

A special meeting was called to discuss cover choices for record #5.How- 
ever,a letter from Studio West,apologizing for the inconvenience caused at 
the studio March 19,when the Fiddlers kept their 9 o'clcok appointment, but 
the recording staff slept in,was read to the members present.Fortunately, 
the bus had been warm and comfortable,and no-one objected too vigorously 
to being locked out of the building for a time. 

One picture was selected from several available prints.It was decided 
that the top portion of the cover plus any border below the picture should 
be red to match the shirts in the picture,and the words 'Golden Gems' and 
'Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers' should be a metallic gold color.After a 
few minor changes,the write-ups were considered acceptable.Lawrence reviewed 
procedures used in write-ups,color choices and picture positions. 

Satisfactory progress was being made with the June tour.Lethbridge and 
Taber were confirmed,but other points were having difficulties with senior 
citizens groups.Wes hopéd’.to motor over the tour route himself at Easter. 
Arrangements were finalized before the next meeting. 

Lawrence was advised that an advertising letter for release to the press, 
and a minimum radio coverage describing the tour,should provide adequate 
publicity.Eileen was to mail letters of verification to the motels,telling 
them that 9 married couples and five or six singles would arrive on the 
dates specified.Bob Steinborn would check for further information about 
Magnetic identification signs for the bus.Checkmate Records told Lawrence 
that the cover for record #5 had been received and proof-read,and when it 
arrived at their office,they would rush an order to Swift Current. 

Lawrence wondered whether Wes,instrumental in organizing the tour,should 
act as their tour guide in June.He was told to carry on in the same way as 
before,but to summon Wes if help was needed.Refreshments would provide a 
relaxing period before everyone retired in the evenings.Hopefully,two mike 


Stands which had been ordered would be delivered in time for the tour.Bob 
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Steinborn was to arrange the musicians on stage for the most effective 
presentation of sound. 

The group would return to home base.Next day,they were on call to play 
at the Moose Jaw Western Development Museum,preparatory to the 'Colonial 
Trek Kickoff' to Saskatoon June 20.Lawrence hoped that volunteers would 
perform as demonstrator dancers for this occasion. 

At the first meeting in August,it was learned that neither acknowledgement 
nor advisory pertaining to copyright had been received by the Fiddlers.A 
first-of-its-kind thank you card,designed by Newell Nursing Home residents 
in Brooks,Alberta,was presented to Ivy Horner,who planned to insert it in 
his special Old Time Fiddler scrapbook. 

The June tour completed,Wes Howes tendered a suggestion which,he felt, 
might improve the quality of future trips.By mailing posters from Swift 
Current,clearly specifying dates,hours and places to be visited,hopefully, 
the confusion and embarrassment of double bookings on the same night could 
be circumvented.Others felt that playing at nursing homes should begin at 
1:30 P.M.instead of 2:00 P.M.,due to the length of free time between dinner 
and the afternoon entertainment.Contact people should be requested to provide 
their name,address and telephone number from the beginning.It should be 
understood that cars were to be provided for those playing at nursing homes. 
Follow-up letters to the contact,verifying time and place of each committment, 
was especially important.The subject of varying hall sizes drew the comment, 
'We go with what they've got!'Plans were to begin in January. 

Having accepted $50 for rental of his piano was considered ample 
encouragement to rent Lang Shaw's piano in the future.Wes agreed to take the 
malfunctioning monitor to Alberta to check whether an adjustment or a 
replacement could be made.On behalf of everyone,Bob Steinborn thanked Wes 
for a job well done. 

Members were pleased that record sales and take-at-the-door proceeds 
exceeded six thousand dollars.With hotel,meals and bus expenses deducted, 
however,the take home total did not quite reach a thousand.Still,Lawrence 
considered the tour a tremendous success as everyone's unfailing co-operation 
had brought about smooth performance at all times. 

Following the tour report,whether record costs to their distributor 


should be increased met with considerable discussion.According to Ivy Horner, 
if any price increase was to be made,the distributor should be notified in 


writing.The distributor,wavering back and forth,ultimatley decided to retain 
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whatever Fiddler inventory he had on hand.Eventually,a price reduction for 
records was authorized. 

The Legions at Nanton and Champion seemed favorably impressed with the 
public reception shown to the Fiddlers on their Alberta tour.A letter from 
P.N.Heather,Nanton,inviting the Fiddlers to return for three engagements in 
their area as early as October 15th,under already established conditions, 
was presented to the executive.A prior committment at Glen Bain prevented 
them from accepting the offer.Instead,alternate dates were suggested and 
estimated expenses determined,so that Eileen could reply to Mr.Heather's 
request as soon as possible.Lawrence Schatkoski,Ivy Horner and Archie Wells 
volunteered to investigate possible channels of publicity.Letters of 
verification confirming dates for Champion,November 5,Nanton,November 6 and 
Claresholm were mailed in September. 

The Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers spent a quiet summer.Because the 
first Sunday in November was usurped by the Alberta engagements,the annual 
meeting was pushed forward a week,and was held in the Recreation Centre,with 
30 members in attendance.After the minutes were read,it was explained that, 
due to tardy payments,dealings with their distributor would be on a C.O.D. 
basis only.Despite notices that had been sent out,'Golden Gems! had not 
reached the sales peak of "Lasting Memories' within the same time span.The 
Co-op and Music Village had also reported a noticeable drop in sales.Some 
discussion followed whether master-tapes for albums 1 and 2 should be 
recalled from the distributor,if he should discontinue promoting Fiddler 
products. 

Lawrence thanked everyone,particularly Jake Thiesen and his loyal troupe, 
for their support in 1982.Jake's group had performed regularly,once a month, 
at nursing homes in the city,without any thought of being reimbursed.It was 
a matter of some concern that these few should be invited to Christmas 
parties sponsored by these institutions,but it was left up to them to use 
their own discretion about such matters. 

Several new project ideas were aired.Included among these were suggestions 
for donations to the Swift Current Ambulance Servides,scanner for the electric 
doors at the hospital,clinical analyser,a scholarship to some worthy indiv- 
idual interested in violin playing, a portable stage,24" high and made out 
of steel,for the Civic Centre,or fans to improve the circulation at the 


Civic Centre.The disbursing of the $10,000 to be allocated to deserving 
organizations was entrusted to the executive during their term of office in 


1983. 
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A large commercial coffee urn for use by the Fiddlers in the Civic Centre 
was authorized for purchase.Sanctioned by the executive,Bob Steinborn and 
Harvey Peacock volunteered to check at diffferent stores for the best deal 
in trousers and skirts for the group.After the price was ascertained, 
members entitled to new outfits were to be measured for their proper size. 

Lawrence had received permission to install the much discussed cabinet 
in some designated area at the Civic Centre at an approximate cost of $500. 
Harvey Peacock and Elvy Mickelson agreed to discuss cupboard design with 
Emile St.Amand of the Recreation Board.Meanwhile,Ivy Horner was to chose 
items,over and above records,Harold Newlove's book and other souvenirs, 
which he considered appropriate to display in it. 

Information requested for mileage costs for those outside of Swift 
Current led to a lively discussion.Questions were raised as to its effect 
on membership,what being a Fiddler signified,and were those costs to be 
incurred seasonally,or because of personal financial status? The decision 
to rescind the original motion was lost,and the issue dropped once more. 

A decision not to make a record in 1983 was upheld by motion.Ivy Horner 
volunteered to direct personal attention to some form of sales program,if 
others would provide help,when necessary .Meanwhile,he would explore avenues 
which might prove advantageous. 

Plane to initiate a 1983 tour were postponed.A few felt that dances 
could be improved by sticking to the 8 to 11 schedule while on tour.Prepared 
programs handed to each musician before the dance started might enhance 
performances.Lawrence urged everyone to concentrate on bettering poor starts 
on certain tunes.Others preferred to travel a distance not exceeding 120 
miles for one night committments.Lunch donors at the Civic Centre should also 
be expected to serve. 

Eileen Holden received an honorarium of $500 as a token of appreciation 
for services rendered. 

Lloyd Holden chaired the meeting for the election of officers.Lawrence 
was returned as President,Bob,as Vice-President,Eileen,as Secretary-Treasurer 
and Dewayne acclaimed director for the term ending 1985.Ora's term would 
expire 1983,and Archie's 1984. 

The annual Christmas party would be determined later,and a hall chosen 
for the purpose. 

Archie and Ora were unable to attend the meeting held approximately 


one month after the annual meeting.In Eileen's report on the three day tour 


into Alberta November ,1982,the Legions had come through with their guaranteed 
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$1200 each evening.With record sales, a total exceeding $5000 was realized. 
When meals,hotel accomodation and sundry expenses were deducted,the net 
profit was well over $2500. 

Eileen was advised to consult the Credit Union manager for further advice 
about transferring share accounts and term deposits. 

Trouble with the distributor had escalated.In the event that relations 
with the firm broke down,Lawrence arranged for Bob,Dewayne and himself to 
approach another distributing company December 2,1982.Eileen disclosed that 
association with the current distributor were terminated through a recent 
telephone conversation with them.They would not pay service charges on over- 
due accounts.They never paid interest on overdue accounts.They were not 
prepared to lift the COD order shipped to them.They were,in fact,returning 
every carton to Swift Current.They would be informing their dealers that 
business with the Fiddlers was finished.As this appeared final,a request to 
have the metrics for albums 1 and 2 returned to the Fiddlers was promptly 
dispatched to the distributor.The executive felt that faulty settlement and 
failure to remit royalty payments already constituted a breach of contract. 
The general consensus of opinion indicated that the Fiddlers should hold 
their own stock,and market it themselves. 

Lawrence was pressed to contact a Winnipeg distributor about the handling 
of the Fiddler albums,providing the original manufacturer,who had no definite 
contract to control production,would relinquish whatever rights he had on the 
albums.Based on production and freight costs,the asking price was set at 
$3.25 for each cassette and $3.00 for each album.A 2% service charge would 
be added on all accounts owing after 30 days.Lawrence agreed to investigate 
Post-Pack rates at the post-office. 

Ivy admitted he'd been disappointed with the response the Fiddlers 
received from the'Christmas special' ad he had put in the Western Producer. 
Of the six replies,two were confused about the price of the records.He decided 
to delay further attempts at promotion until talks with the prospective 
distributor were completed. 

An engagement to play at both the Nursing Home and the Palliser Hospital 
in Shaunavon was verified for December 7.As their budget was low on funds, 
music would be provided on a charitable basis,and mileage costs channelled 
from the Fiddliers' own funds.Supper would be served at 5:00 P.M. 

It was agreed that Lloyd Holden's decision to play part time or not at 


all must rest with him.Moreover,Ingolf Dahl should be consulted before 
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looking for a third accordion player as back-up on summer tours.As the band 
was short of regular piano players,it was suggested that Mrs.Oliver Horvey 
might fill the gap.If someone would be responsible for keeping meetings 
orderly,the executive was not averse to the Fiddlers having 'jam sessions', 
each player to submit a few tunes that could be played much the same way as 

a dance program.Eunice was to be contacted about a pre-Christmas practice 
session,with Yuletide tunes heading the list.Members would be notified later. 

Nanton selected June 29,1983 to observe its 80th birthday celebrations. 

If a three day could be arranged within the Nanton area,the Fiddlers would 
try to accomodate them.A Manitoba tour was also suggested. 

The first meeting in 1983 was held at the Eileen Holden residence. 

Lawrence had not communicated with the alternate distributor source. 
However,the original distributor had contacted him and agreed to new stip- 
ulations which he had laid down.All tapes,records and cassettes would be 
sold at one set price,with a 30 day limit for payment.Failure to comply meant 
the Fiddlers would have no choice but to ship all orders COD.An order had 
been mailed,but there had been no further word from them. 

Besides,arrangements were being made with a recording company in Ontario 
to produce records 1 and 2.Should the need arise,their rates appeared 
competitive enough to favor supporting both companies in the future.All master 
tpaes except #3 were now under the jurisdiction of the Fiddlers. 

Jake Thiesen resigned as Lunch Committee convener when upcoming surgery 
threatened to curb his activities.As this created a vacancy at Civic Centre 
functions,a replacement had to be found.The formation of an auxiliary club to 
the Fiddlers seemed too dictatorial.Someone suggested an increase in admission 
costs to cover lunch expenses.Several people had already purchased memberships 
and the idea was dismissed.Meanwhile,coffee and doughnuts were to be served 
at socials until the problem was resolved.Eileen was to contact Olive whether 
or not she'd act as convener.Lawrence was to say a few suitable comments to 
Jake at the June social in recognition of his many years of loyal and faithful 
service in the organization. 

Bob Steinborn was requested to purchase a 100 cup coffee urn. 

Cars were required for the Fiddlers who would be playing as guests of the 
'Toe-Tappers' at the social in Eastend January 14,1983.A $500 donation would 
be presented to the Eastend Senior Citizens Centre. 

With considerable help and guidance from Eldon McDonald,Brookdale,Manitoba, 


the Manitoba tour was Shaping up.Carberry was booked for June 17,Neepawa for 


June 18,and the decision for Minnedosa was pending. 

Eileen reported that ads placed in the Western Producer were not yielding 
the anticipated results.Each insertion was costing $85.50,and four had 
already appeared in the paper.Less than a $1000 had been received from 
respondents to the ad,of which $100 had been refunded to customers who mis- 
interpreted the wording.Information letters had been mailed to all customers 
explaining the actual cost.It was determined that subsequent ads would 
include explicit details about cost,with all orders prepaid in Swift Current. 

A decision to perform in Sonnigdale was tabled until Lawrence received 
confirmation about Delisle.It was felt that a two day tour covering both 
places might be arranged. 

Whether trips made by members to Gull Lake in 1982 should ‘se financed by 
the Fiddlers was discussed,and a resolution made to reimburse one conveyance 
for these outings in 1983.Payment was granted for one member who submitted 
a bill for 1982.Until this motion was made in 1983,such remuneration had 
not been authorized by the executive,and was,therefore,out of order. 

A donation of tapes was acknowledged as having been received by a thank- 
you note from the Palliser Hospital,Swift Current. 

Swift Current Old Time Fiddler pins for thase members who had not been 
supplied with one entered the discussion.Listowel Trophies,Saskatoon would 
make them in lots of 100 for $3.15 each,plus an extra $50 die charge.D&A 
Trophies,Swift Current also quoted a $50 die charge,selling their pins at 
$6.95 in lots of 50 or $5.75 in lots of 100,plus freight.Lawrence agreed to 
investigate costs at Lori Artists,Regina. 

A 12'x24' stage in the Civic Centre would cost approximately $7000.Ivy 
Horner's wish was to have a fountain,surrounded with seating arrangements 
on all sides, erected in a downtown mall in Swift Current,if such a mall were 
ever constructed.A brass plaque with names of the Fiddlers inscribed on it 
would be attached. 

Eileen received permsiion to pay for material and pants purchased at 
Tangens Men's Wear,Swift Current. 

Notice that the donation of the book 'Fiddlers of the Canadian West' to 
Library of Congress,Washington,D.C. had been received,was acknowledged by 
Agnes Robertson. 

When asked his opinion,Lloyd Holden, a guest,but also a member of the 
Fiddlers,stated that,'while the executive had full hands looking after the 


financial end of the organization,some concern should be directed toward 
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improving the quality of the music.This led to talk of making proper starts, 
introducing new tunes and Lawrence asking for volunteers to arrange dance 
programs.No mention was made of holding workshops by way of improving the 
music. 

All except Ora were present at the March,1983 meeting. 

The Western Producer ad netted a favorable amount of record sales,after 
all.If orders for the next ad progressed as well,Ivy meant to extend the 
subscription time.Lawrence still meant to contact Lori Artists about pins. 

Because response was inconclusive at the January meeting,he asked that 
the matter of installing a stage in the Civic Centre,or,perhaps abandoning 
it altogether,be given serious consideration.It was decided that a 12'x24' 
stage should be purchased and that a request to include an 8'long and l1' wide 
step,and two or three plug-ins above the stage,be sent to City Hall officials. 
Bob Steinborn was appointed to consult any jeweller of his choice about a 
plaque on which both the stage and ramp donations to the Civic Centre,as 
having come from the Fiddlers,could be engraved. 

The completed display case,containing record jackets,lists of tunes, 
Harold Newlove's book and other mementoes,hung on the east wall in the 
Civic Centre.Elvy,Ralph and others who helped in its assembly received thank- 
you cards. 

It was believed that free music and car allowances constituted sufficient 
assistance for the Stewart Valley dance.Nor was little interest displayed 
about donations to the Sheltered Workshop or the Pioneer Lodge at the time. 

A sign,made by inmates of the Drumheller Penal Institute,and reading 
'Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers' was displayed at Chaplin and again at the 
Civic Centre. 

The idea of volunteers making sandwiches for the once-a-month socials 
seemed to gain acceptance during February and March.Except for one person, 
no-one requested the authorized $3.50 per loaf for her sandwiches.A different 
couple from the Fiddlers supervised the making of coffee and tea each month, 
and were prepared to change time schedules,if necessary. 

Bob Steinborn bought a coffee urn from Johnstone Distributors for $126. 

June 13,14 and 15 were still open for the Manitoba tour.Souris was con- 
firmed for the 16th.Carberry and Neepawa remained the same.Until details were 
completed,length of playing time at concerts,and whether to take a half day 
off to attend the Brandon Fair,was tabled. 


Archie Smiley was asked to check into the possibility of a two day engage- 
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ment in the Rolling Hills - Brooks area.There could be no plans until some 
facts were established. 

Lawrence made plans for the musicians to play at the Shaunavon Nursing Home 
at 3:00 P.M. before attending the supper and dance that same evening. 

Bob was selected to chose a committee to begin work on feature numbers 
on tour aS soon as possible. 

Verma Studios approached Lawrence about a cover idea for a new record. 
Discussion about jacket covers and record production was postponed until later. 
At an executive meeting held April 1,Eileen reported that a net profit 

was realized after the cost of the ads had been deducted.However,the amount 

was considered insufficient to warrant carrying on with the advertising 
campaign.Lawrence and Eileen were instrumental in getting a month's advertising 
in an Edmonton paper on a trial basis. 

The stage for the Civic Centre was ordered,and would be installed in time 
for the May social.Bob Steinborn was reminded to get the plaque for the 
presentation. 

When a bill for $50 arrived from the Correctional Service of Ottawa,it 
was evident that the sign had not been a gift,but served as a project for 
inmates at the Drumheller Penitentiary. 

Although Lawrence picked up a Laurie Artists price list in Regina,no 
decision about pins was made at the meeting. 

Several copies of Harold Newlove's book were being stored,without covers, 
at the Schatkoski farm.Ora was to contact Mrs.Newlove as to whether she had 
prints of the original picture on the cover.If this failed,it would run to 
about $50 each to have the Booster print new copies.As they could not use 
copies,they would start from scratch.Covers were never provided for the books, 
but most of them were sold at a reduced price. 

A group of Haney,B.C. musicians wrote to Ivy requesting information about 
the right way to make a recording.Ivy turned the matter over to Lawrence ,who 
hoped to have a tape explaining the procedure ready to mail to them shortly. 

The Rotary Club was not permitted to buy records for resale. 

Pearl Roy,Calgary phoned to invite the Fiddlers for a two day engagement 
in Victoria Park.Alternately,three days in August were suggested as Rolling 
Hills also contacted Lawrence.Both parties were asked for further details. 

Despite gaps in the tour agenda for June 14 and 15,Rocanville was scheduled 
for June 13.Arrangements to play at nursing homes were being made. 


As funds wereincreasing at a steady pace,the idea of setting up a 'Found- 


ation',to be administered through the Credit Union,with interest that accrued 


to be designated annually to five or more organizations on a rotating basis, 
seemed to gain merit. Points such as (a) the Fiddlers' name would be perp- 
etuated,(b) the contribution would prove a real help to someone every year, 
and (c) if the Fiddlers eventually dissolved,a Credit Union representative 
could be nominated to make the annual presentation, were raised.Since the 
concept of creating a foundation was a serious matter,it involved deeper 
discussion with the entire membership. | 

As musicians needed replacement parts for their instruments from time to 
time,remuneration for instrument maintenance was granted to each player. | 

Eileen was authorized to make payments for any bills related to Fiddler | 
business by cash or cheque. 

The names of several possible new members were advanced,with due consider- 
ation being given to those who might wish to join the Fiddlers before the 
tour.A guest artist who had been playing with them was to be notified that 
his services would no longer be needed. 

It was hoped that Lang Shaw would rent his piano for the June tour. | 

Ora,Eunice and Eileen were appointed as clothes committee and given until 
the night of the April social to decide where men's shirts and women's 
blouses could be purchased in lot quantities in the shortest possible time. 

Archie Wells and Eunice were nominated as music committee for April 12, 
1983. 

At a later meeting,members were informed that a completed cassette tape 
dealing with record production had been mailed to senior citizens in Haney. 

The stage for the Civic Centre arrived,but therewasn't time to install 
it before the May social.A handrail and plug-ins were urgently required. 
Smith Jewellers was engraving the plaque. 

Bob Steinborn was unable to ask Lang Shaw about renting his piano. 

The local chapter of the Cancer Society was well pleased with Fiddler 
participation at their function April 28. 

Cheques for instrument maintenance were mailed to the musicians. 

Advertising in the papers was discontinued. 

Ralph Biese was to be consulted about making identification pins for 
the Fiddlers. 

If one Legion in Calgary did not get in touch soon,the Alberta mini-tour 
would have to be scrapped.A dance in Orkney was scheduled November 26. 

Due to inclement weather,Julie and Dayton Hulbert did not attend the 


May social.Hopefully,their decision to take part in the June tour would be 


Clarified at a supper meeting at the Hillcrest Inn May 29. 

At the meeting,thought was given to forming music committees,preparing 
feature numbers,splitting into two groups for afternoon concerts,whether 
to take in the Brandon Fair,how to accept standing ovations,seating arrange- 
ments on stage,and how Lawrence should wind up the dances. 

Ora,assisted by Eunice,became music program convener.Because each stage 
was different,Bob would outline seating positions each time.Uniform lists 
would be mailed to everyone prior to the tour.There would be a minimum of 
liquor.A 'Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers' sign made out of bristol board 
would be placed in one window on both sides of the bus.New microphones 
would replace defective ones.Eileen would act as Mistress of Ceremonies 
in some nursing homes while Lawrence entertained in others.Press releases 
concerning the trip would be submitted to different newspapers in Manitoba 
before the tour began.Dances would be from 8:30 to 11:30 P.M.New shirts 
were distributed to the men,but the ladies' blouses had not arrived. 

Members were advised to extend the warmest hospitality to forty guests 
from Eckville,and sixteen from Medicine Hat,attending the Civic Centre 
social June 7,1983. 

A very successful tour ended when the Fiddlers returned home June 20. 

The next meeting was called in September.Albert Clark,head caretaker 
at the Civic Centre,had assured Lawrence that a handrail would be set up when 
the stage was ready.Ralph Biese agreed to make caragana identification pins 
when time permitted.Lang Shaw was paid a small gratuity each time his piano 
was used.A $2700 cheque and the plaque for the stage were presented at the 
June social.Julie and Dayton Hulbert were accepted as members of the Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers.Letters from Sonnigdale,Prince Albert,Smeaton, 
asking the Fiddlers to play in their area,were considered.Lawrence meant to 
check with Ethel Berry about the 1984 Mixed Canadian Curling Championships in 
Prince Albert before making a decision.The Fiddlers were scheduled to play 
in Kyle October 22.The musicians would agree among themselves who would 
perform at Gull Lake October 21. 

The 1983 annual meeting was set for 2 o'clock November 6 at the Hillcrest 
Inn,with a banquet to follow at 5:30.Liquor would be provided.Eunice and 
Eileen would select the menu.Eileen was asked to be co-ordinator for the 
Christmas party program,and to call for help,if necessary.Happy Hour would 
be at 5:30,and supper at 6:30. . 


A list of uniforms for coming events was to be prepared ,mimeogranvhea and 
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mailed to members.To improve dance programs,it was felt that the 'Bird Dance' 
and the 'Butterfly' should be eliminated entirely.Although square dances were 
popular,getting callers whose voices carried well over a mike was a problem. 
Ora and Eunice would select new tunes as they saw fit. 

The matter of 'setting up a Foundation' was explained to all members to 
give them a clear perspective on the subject.Due to fluctuating interest 
rates,an equal portion donated to an allocated number of beneficiaries 
seemed the fairest plan.A substantial amount of Fiddler capital to provide 
this source of assistance was suggested by a member of the executive. 

As the Manitoba tour was an unqualified success,Lawrence had been 
informed that another tour in 1984 would be most welcome.Some thought it 
should be planned for a week earlier,with a different 'take-at-the-door-' 
percentage established. 

To give members a stronger sense of participation at the annual meeting, 
nominations would be taken from the floor.Membership fees for Fiddlers and 
the Social Club remained the same.Non-members would still pay $2 an evening. 

At the annual meeting,members were notified that all five master tapes 
of the recorded albums now belonged to the Fiddlers,and any desired quantity 
could be ordered at any time.Retailer's price differed from the distributor's 
in Regina.An order of assorted records was due to arrive from Checkmate 
Records at any time.As usual,both the deposit and balance of payment had 
to be mailed before shipment was effected. 

Eileen had mailed 210 record orders in 1983,acknowledged 35 letters for 
information, received 10 fan letters,renlaced 14 defective records or tapes, 
and taken in 14 thank-you letters from grateful senior citizens.Requests 
relating to special tunes,how to organize their own fiddling group,whether 
the Fiddlers would play in their town,had all been favored by a replay.She 
felt that information letters had been very helpful. 

Some members felt that out-of-towners should be allotted mileage and 
vehicle maintenance at the same rate as those who travelled from Swift 
Current for one night committments out of the city.A motion authorizing 
these’ members to be paid 25¢ a mile for ‘all necessary miles travelled to 
official functions by the Swift Current Old time Fiddlers' was made and 
carried. 

Using the 'Foundation' as an introductory theme,members were urged to 


project their views about funds currently held in term deposits in a local 


Credit Union.As resources appropriated for 'deserving organizations' had 
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not been dealt with in 1983,it was essential to consider possible alter- 
natives.When no concrete plan emerged, a committee was appointed to check 
into needs of different organizations,and issue a report at the next meeting. 

Changes to bylaws could be made at a general meeting or annual meetings, 
following an amendment to an existing bylaw.A knowledgeable member pointed 
out that members were required to receive notice of such meetings by mail. 

Arrangements to begin record #6 were to be discussed at an executive 
meeting. 

Lawrence Schatkoski remained President,Bob Steinborn,Vice-President, 
Eileen Holden,Secretary-Treasurer,and Wes Howes replaced Ora Wetterstrand 
as Director.Terms for two directors had yet to expire. 

To keep the Fiddlers active,Lawrence was advised to accept back-to-back 
engagements,if necessary. 

At the Executive meeting November 14,it was decided to activate decisions, 
and to finalize others,made at the annual meeting.Ralph Biese would make the 
pins.As ledgers and cheque books had been at the accountant's office,Lang 
Shaw's cheque for piano rental had been delayed.If circumstances warranted 
doing so,the 'Bird Dance' would be included in the dance program.Bills to 
establish that mileage claims were authentic were required.Following their 
AOth wedding anniversary,the Holdens sent a thank-you card to the Fiddlers. 
Invitations to the Christmas party included the Bill Whittels,the Powleys,, 
the Donaldsons,Agnes Robertson,the Len Ensz's and Pearl Hanson.Pearl was to 
be invited to join the Fiddlers. 

Although a group in Prince Albert was working on a tight budget,they 
might settle for a three hour dance if the Fiddlers would take $150.When 
bus costs and layover charges were considered,it seemed preferable to enter- 
tain at three locations,instead.Besides,Lawrence agreed to check out Nanton, 
Claresholm,Victoria Park,Calgary and Bassano as possible places to round out 
another tour. 

The Fiddlers agreed to donate time,music,car expenses and $500 for a 
piano at the official opening of the new hall at Robsart,December 2. 

Included among donation ideas were the Home Care District,to help finish 
its physiotherapy program,fans for the Civic Centre Auditorium,eye research 
in Saskatoon,a machine to help emphysemic patients breathe more easily and 
ambulance service needs.The Home Care,Swift current,the Retinitis Pigmentos 
Foundation,Saskatoon and the Salvation Army,Swift Current were allocated 


substantial donations. 
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Beginning June 10,the 1984 tour would work out from Brandon, as it did 
in 1983. Dances would be from 8:30 to 11:30 P.M.It was hoped that Moosomin 
would be available. 

Bob Steinborn,Eunice Leifson,Archie Wells,Ora Wetterstrand,Archie Smiley, 
Wes Howes and Lloyd Holden formed a committee to select tunes for record #6. 
Work would begin at Eunice's home. 

Nothing was done about the sound equipment.Eileen received an honorarium 
for services rendered in 1983.She was told she'd be MC'ing for the Christmas 
party at the Legion.The committee appointed to research the needs of different 
organizations in the city reported to the executive January 6,1984.Several 
firm donations were designated in and around the Swift Current area.The 
balance of the special $10,000 fund would be allocated later. A definite 
committment from Prince Albert March 21 and 22,and a tentative agreement in 
Nipawin and Shellbrook March 23 and 24 was determined.The bus was booked. 
There would be a special Valentine's dance for the February social.Lawrence 
had contacted the Legion about change of plans for March 30.Eileen was to 
phone Nanton to confirm a three day engagement in Alberta.Letters verifying 
reservations for March 29,30 and 31 were sent to all motels. 

It was established at the February 15 executive meeting that cheques 
would be mailed to those who presented bills for mileage.Instead of $150,the 
Fiddlers would be getting $300 for playing at the Inter-Provincial Curling 
Championship function in Prince Albert March 21.They would also be playing 
at senior citizens centres at Prince Albert,Smeaton and Shellbrook,besides 
dances at Nipawin and Canwood.They were guaranteed a set amount at Nanton, 
Champion and Nanton the following weekend.Robsart did not have its hall 
celebration.Since only two people inquired about the program for aspiring 
Mlayers,the portion of the $5000 set aside for their encouragement was not 
to be used,for the time being.The Civic Centre Valentine's dance was a whopping 
Success.Prizes donated by Winnie Hunter were won by dancers in the elimination 
dance and the novelty broom dance.Lawrence,Archie and Wes checked sound equip- 
ment at Kushners.$450 was donated toward the cost of fans in the Civic Centre. 
48 ‘Swift Current Old Time Fiddliers' hats were ordered,the men's,ordinary 
mesh and the ladies,with pompoms on them.Those who wished could buy their 
own 'Fiddler'postcards.Donors of sandwiches could get #3.50 per loaf from 
the secretary.A record of donors would be kept.Wes would check shirt and 
blouse prices for the group.Lawrence was granted an unspecified amount for 


an advertising campaign.He'd be reimbursed for out of pocket expenses. 
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More names of possible recruits into the Fiddlers Association were 
suggested.Lloyd Holden,concerned about his arthritis,asked them to consider a 
replacement for him if it became impossible for him to participate. 

386 postcards announcing the release of 'Timeless Treasures' and an 


increase in postage and handling fees were to be ordered. 
A month later the executive met to discuss developments arising from the 


findings of the special committees.Eunice Leifson and Elvy Mickelson attended. 

The crests,but not the caps,were at Halls Sporting Goods.Identification 
pins had been distributed to most members.Ralph's bill for labor and other 
expenses would be honored.Material for new vests,shirts and blouses had been 
ordered.Whether to order new skirts for the ladies or matching material from 
Tangens Mens Wear was not determined.Olive and Eileen were to check skirt 
prices. 

Lawrence was busy with his advertising campaign.His 1983 costs for the 
exploratory trip were not completed. 

PA systems were examined at Robinson Electronics.Although the Rolland 
PA system from Keyboard Magic was unsatisfactory,other models at d¢fferent 
prices were available.The decision was to stay with Robinsons, and rent at a 
least five matching mikes for the trip to Prince Albert. 

Elvy informed the executive that Lang Shaw had shown three parties some 
of the rudiments of old time music.Two people participated by playing with 
the band at the March social.It was obvious that finding new players for the 
band and providing a teaching technique for young people were two separate 
goals, and that a decision to clarify the actual purpose of the grant should 
be established.Once that was clear,interested candidates could be invited to 
a special meeting where procedure and method would be defined and outlined. 

Instrument maintenance rates were set at $25 for 1984. 

Donations to the Cantuar Community Club,Wheelchair Lift,Royal Canadian 
Legion,Swift Current and the Fairview Playground Committee were agreed upon. 

Departure time would be 10 A.M. for Prince Albert April 21, and Nanton 
April 29.Those wishing to have liquor with their meals would purchase their 
own.Bob was in charge of refreshments made available after a long night of 
playing.Eunice agreed to make a special program for the Inter Provincial 
Curling Championship event in Prince” Albert. 

At the April meeting,material had arrived and been delivered to Joy Holden, 
a local seamstress who thought she'd have most of the sewing completed by mid- 


May.Because it was a bulk order,the price was much less than anticipated. 
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The men's pants were waiting for the last fitting, and skirts were ready for 
pick-up at May and Elinors. 

Despite dissatisfaction with the mike's performance at Delisle,it seemed 
expedient to keep the entire sound system until the monitor was available. 

Eileen reported that donations,including the $5000 for aspiring players, 
had reached a total of $26,250 during recent months.Of the $137.84 taken 
from the $5000 for ads in the Booster,there had been little response.The 
committee dealing with the $5000 were unable to hold a meeting, and no 
decision could be made until other factors were considered.Fairview School 
would receive its donation May 4.The matter of buying a bus for the Fiddlers 
was raised,hut dropped when maintenance,depreciation and qualified drivers 
entered the discussion. 

The Prince Albert trip had 'gone in the hole' to the tune of $1000. 
Record sales totalling over $3000 were not included in this figure.The trip 
to Nanton netted about $500,with record sales less than Prince Albert.Had 
everyone been well and able to travel,it would have been an unprofitable 
venture, aS well.Several members were stricken with a heavy flu before the 
tour began, and others,who went,became quite ill enroute. 

Lawrence urged everyone to give serious thought to mileage costs,how far 
they were willing to take part, and should members double up on rooms on 
tour?He felt that the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers should cover their 
costs,with a small margin for profit,if possible.Decisions about local 
activities or mileage for out-of-town functions could wait until the 
annual meeting.A brief,concise report covering travel expenses and how they 
related to local activities was required for the meeting. 

Donations went to the Eye Department,Saskatoon and the local Diabetic 
Association. 

Eileen was advised to notify the Elks Lodge,Portage la Prairie that the 
Fiddlers would play there at a later date,if possible. 

Lawrence decided to use whatever records and tapes he had on hand for 
the upcoming Manitoba tour, and to reorder stock, as needed,later. 

Record prices at store outlets were reviewed and considered adequate. 

A good quality camera,to record special Fiddler events,was bought in 
1984.Now,a second-hand piano was available from Music Village.If it proved 
Satisfactory,it might be bought,as well. 

After their performance in the South Side Park June 3,1984,the Fiddlers 
were to be treated to a banquet at the Hilighter Inn.Local and out-of-town 


members were to be notified. 
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To begin the Manitoba tour, June 10, the bus was scheduled to leave 
the Wheatland Mall parking lot at 10 P.M., and would stop for a dinner 
break at the 3 Star Restaurant, Regina. Besides arranging 1-1/2 hour 
programs for the afternoons, Eunice was tochoose tunes for the 8:30 - 
11:30 dances in the evenings. A plague, to be presented to Eldon and 
Hilda McDonald, Brookdale, Manitoba in appreciation of the effort they 
expended to making the tour possible, was to be selected by Bob and 
Dewayne. 

The matter of the fund for aspiring players was shelved until fall 
when an attempt would be made to reactivate the project. 

Dewayne would distribute the new Fiddler hats at a time convenient 
to him. Joy Holden was having trouble with the dye running in the new 
vest material. She had requested advice from the fabric shop where it 
was purchased. 

To help defray the cost of the Jazz Band and Combo trip to Toronto, 

a cheque for $400 was mailed to the Swift Current Band Parents Associ- 
ation. 

Authorization to purchase furniture and accessories up to $2000 in 
value for the South West Ability Centre was granted. 

Members were permitted to purchase records and tapes at a given 
discount price. Because demand had decreased, all 8 tracks were to be 
sold at $3 a tape until the stock was depleted. 

It was decided to buy the piano which had been loaned on trial. Cliff 
Hjermenrude volunteered to make a carrying case for the piano legs and 
Bob Steinborn would fashion a bag to hold the piano. 

Lawrence explained items on agenda sheets in detail. The camera 
could be used by anyone wishing to take pictures of the tour. Pianists 
were expected to share their duties. Willing hands could set up the P.A. 
system. The driver would load equipment and luggage into the bus. Time 
schedules were reviewed for the last time and regulations on alcoholic 
consumption reiterated. Dance tunes that complemented other tunes were 
selected. Letters confirming motel reservations were mailed to Manitoba. 

Two months passed before another meeting was called. As record sales 
had reached a staggering new high, and take-at-the-door had provided 
sufficient funds to handle all expenses, the tour was considered a real 
success-Plans for a third Manitoba tour in 1985 were speedily initiated. 
Lawrence assumed responsibility for checking details and Wes agreed to 


look into possible Openings in Winnipeg. 
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Dewayne reported that card tables,a stereo,stacking chairs,a television 
set,a barbecue and fittings, a fan and miscellaneous Carpenter tools were 
purchased for the South West Community Centre. 

Doctors Donegan and Ewing of the Department of Opthamology,Saskatoon 
gratefully accepted the $1000 donation presented by Archie Wells when he 
kept a personal appointment there.During the interview,Dr.Donegan read 
several letters from patients who had derived considerable help from the 
special type of glasses being researched there.Pictures of the presentation 
would be mailed to Swift Current later. 

The piano was well received.The new uniforms were satisfactory.Planning 
to check into possible outlets for records and tapes in British Columbia, 
Wes was given a brief resume on how prices were set up.The group was 
encouraged to evaluate the point in accepting summer committments.While such 
engagements were beneficial to maintain public relations,a firm stand at 
some anniversary parties seemed essential.Wes Howes was allowed an extra 
15¢ per mile for driving his motor home to Thompson Lake south of 
Gravelbourg July 22,1984.Eileen received a monetary token of appreciation 


for services rendered. 


Wes was asked to enquire about meal costs and hall rent for the Fiddlers 
Christmas party at the Eagles Lodge November 14. 

In October,the distributor who was handling Fiddler records and tapes 
discontinued the selling of their records but was willing to buy cassettes 
at a cut price. As this dealer had failed to submit a request for an 
extension of his contract,Eileen was to notify him that his services were 
terminated.Furthermore,she was instructed to inform firms in Ontario that 
only purchase orders received directly from Swift Current were to be honored 
in the future.Meanwhile,Lawrence was making headway with a Winnipeg firm, 
who had recently placed a substantial order for Fiddler records and tapes. 
It was agreed that such a move might be expedient. 

The third Manitoba tour was progressing very well.With ticket prices 
at the door raised from $5 to $6 per guest,it seemed that a higher per- 
centage of 'take-at-the-door' receipts might be realized by the Fiddlers. 
Tentative committments for dances at Portage la Prairie,Treherne,Brandon, 
Neepawa and Souris were already partially established. The executive fully 
supported the idea of accepting an ivitation to play at the Bavarian Gardens 


Night in Provost,Alberta for a fee of $2000.Lawrence was encouraged to 
investigate other possibilities in Lloydminster or Wainwright.Thus,letters of 


confirmation were sent to Treherne and Portage la Prairie, and Provost,as well. 
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Fiddler memberships remained at $5.Social Club memberships for the year 
would be $10 each,or $20 a couple.A $2 admission per social would be 
charged non-members. 

Letters informing members of the annual meeting in November were to be 
mimeographed and mailed to all members. 

When the number was verified,Wes would inform the Eagles' ladies how 
many guests would be attending the annual meeting hanquet.As outside guests 
were expected for the Christmas party banquet,caterers needed advance warning 
about the amount of food they should prepare.Two invited quest ‘roulda 
contribute to the entertainment with a comedy song and dance routine. 

The production of another record and the idea of having members break intc 
groups of five or six per home to practice new tunes was tabled for 
discussion at the annual meeting. 

There were several absentees at the annual meeting November 4,1984. 

Merv Ennis was an invited guest.After the minutes,the financial statement 
by Stark,Blenner-Hassett,Rittinger and Wiebe was presented and accepted. 
It was again pointed out that all members requesting payment for mileage, 
or other legitimate business,must forward properly made out statements 
containing name,date, address,details of expense,number of miles travelled 


and destination from and where to. 


The 1985 tour arrangements were almost finalized.Lawrence had explored 
different possibilities while visiting Winnipeg in October, and now,all 
vacancies were filled execept June 3.Hopefully,that date would soon have 
a committment.As in other years,there would be two hotel stops during the 
entire tour,a fact which Lawrence hoped would please the members. 

The $5000 fund allocated to aspiring fiddlers was transferred back to 
the donations account, and the project abandoned. 

The new 1985 record was expected to keep members busy for several weeks. 
A few thought,if tunes were selected,then practiced on tour,that the record 
could be made during the summer.One member preferred a different rhythm 
on the record.Others implied that the sound of fiddle music should dominate 
the entire record.Others felt that back-up music enhanced the variety of 
music.It was agreed that recorders who understood the old time rhythm were 
needed at the recording session.There should be more diversity in tune 


selection.Several indicated that old time dancing was on the upswing,why not 


move ahead with the audience? 
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Bob Steinborn,Harvey Peacock,Dayton Hulbert,Wes Howes and Archie Wells 
were chosen to organize further details. 

Those who entertained at nursing homes in Swift Current and Gull Lake 
were to be reimbursed for their mileage.A vote of thanks was extended to 
Jake Thiesen and his small group of loyal musicians who played regularly 
at these nursing homes. 

Bob Steinborn chaired the meeting for the election of officers.Except 
for Ralph Biese,who replaced Archie Wells as director,the executive remained 
the same. 

Members were informed that the Southern Charterways bus would pick up 
passengers November 8,drive directly to the Confederation Flag Inn,Saskatoon 
and depart from there to Macdowall.Following supper,they would play for a 
dance in the evening.On Friday afternoon,they would entertain at the 
Sunset Nursing Home and the Towers in Saskatoon.After playing at the Western 
Development Museum,they would go back to the motel for the night,and return 
to Swift Current Saturday morning. 

Lawrence read a letter submitted by the Swift Current Square Dancers 
to the local Chamber of Commerce,in which they nominated the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers as Citizen of the Year.Whether the Fiddlers were eligible 
for the award remained to be seen,but the wheels had been set in motion. 

At an executive meeting three weeks later,Lawrence thanked Wes Howes 
for arranging the banquets at the Eagles Lodge.According to everyone,the 
catering service had been very satisfactory. 

Due to bookkeeping policy changes,all cheques had to be double signatured 
and bills initialled by an executive member to show that the expenditure was 
authorized.Those who handled record sales must keep a running inventory of 
records in stock. 

Eileen,authorized to carry petty cash on hand,could replenish depleted 
funds by cheque. All directors would be on the financial committee.Donating 
records for promotional purposes was permitted.A new price for records sold 
to distributors was established, while resale rates at stores were retained. 

Bob Steinborn was chosen as Chairman of the music committee November 12. 
Eileen was to advise members by mail what had transpired at the meeting,and 
to solicit tune suggestions anda name for the new album before the 
December social.Verena Schatkoski was proposed as a likely choice for music 


director. 
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Merv Ennis was accepted as a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 

A $500 donation plus playing time and mileage was to be presented to 
the Tompkins Recreational Centre November 30,1984.It was not until the 
December meeting that the executive discovered that several new projects 
were contemplated for the local Diabetic Association.It was allocated a 
cheque for $1000.As the South West Community Centre was transferring to the 
old police station,andneeded various items,it received $150.The Salvation 
Army was allotted $500.A donation of $100 went to the Arthritic Society, 
Regina in memory of Elizabeth Moffat,wife of fiddle player,John Moffat. 
A $300 donation was made to the Psychiatric Unit,Swift Current Union Hospital. 

Eunice and Wes were selected to analyse the uniform situation,those 
needing replacements and new summer dresses for the ladies to be considered. 

Lawrence intended to do more research regarding a series of articles 
about service clubs in the city being planned by the Swift Current Sun.The 
Fiddlers were being approached about their activiities,beginning with Ivy 
Horner's contribution and leading up to the current goals within the 
organization.Much could be gleaned from Ivy's earliest scrapbooks,and,if 
projects,donations,interviews with the founding members present membership 
and pictures were included,the series was expected to be informative and 
worthwhile. 

Rooms for June occupancy were booked at the Canadian Inn,Brandon.However, 
the Provost tour was still unsettled and Delisle had not verified its 
regular committment. 

Two months elapsed before the next meeting was summoned.Arrangements 
for the June tour,including deposits at the Westward Motor Inn,Portage la 
Prairie and the Canadian Inn,Brandon,were finalized.When the orchestra 
split into two groups for their afternoon performances,one would probably 
play at the Oak Lake Senior Citizens Club,Oak Lake.Lawrence had mailed 
ticket samples to Brandon. 

Although President Lawrence Schatkoski did not have his picture taken 
at the Sun office,he did leave Ivy's scrapbooks and the names of the original 
members with the staff.He imagined that at least four of the founding members 
would be interviewed for the series. 

The 1985 Civic Centre rent was raised to $25 per evening. 

The Hughes Video Production Centre was engaged to do the recording 
of album #7 March 2 and 3,1985.Due to this activity,the Fiddlers were unable 
to accept a two night engagement in Kincaid. 


A healthy balance was showing in the Fiddler funds.Winnipeg was behind. 
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Maidstone was considered as a possibility for the Provost tour October/85. 
A three day outing to the Shell Lake region could take place, if plans worked. 

Eunice expressed her thanks for flowers received while she was a patient 
at the University Hospital,Saskatoon. 

Bills were passed and authorized for payment.A member claiming mileage 
was not granted full reimbursement on grounds that it was the duty of every 
member to attend annual meetings.Another accountant to do books was mentioned. 

A $500 donation was made to the Saskatchewan Heart Foundation.Music was 
supplied gratis and $300 donated to the Boy Scout Jamboree dance February 8. 
Two scholarships and two trophies for each place were donated to the Prelate 
and Swift Current Music Festivals. 

Fileen was issued an honorarium for services rendered in 1984. 


Instrument maintenance cheques would be mailed to members. 
Practice sessions for record #7 were beginning to show some improvement. 


Estimated production costs were more at one studio than another in Saskatoon. 
Savings were reduced as funds had been transferred to cover production 
expenses.Including a set rate per hour for tapes ,editing and the actual 
recording time,it took a thousand dollars to have the master tape completed 
in Saskatoon.The firm in Ontario,who was making the record,requested a 

$3000 down payment,with the balance to be paid in full before shipment would 
be made to Swift Current.Fortunately,the long-standing term deposit 

remained untouched,leaving the Fiddlers in a solid financial position. 

The Swift Current Music Festival scholarships were changed from two to 
three categories, and to four instead of two trophies,in designated groupings. 
Except for afternoon activities,the Manitoba tour was finalized. 

Donations to the Department of Opthamology,Saskatoon,the Kidney Foundation 
of Canada and the South West Crisis Service were shelved to give priority to 
appeals which came from other sources.$500 was donated to the Ashley Park 
Community Creative Playground Committee.$100 went to the 'Journey for Lives', 
and $100 was donated to the Arthritis Society. 

Signatures were put on the bills presented for approval and authorized 
for payment.One bill,which claimed mileage for the entire year, however ,needed 
in-depth study to verify dates and actual mileage. 

As the Winnipeg distributors were trying to enlarge their market,they 


wanted to buy Fiddler records at a reduced rate.After lengthy discussion,the 


overall cost was lowered to accomodate them. 
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Lawrence's idea of producing a video with old time dances on the tape 
seemed to offer promising potential.The executive,however,cautioned that 
careful research would have to be done before implementing such a plan. 

The Fiddlers provided labor and material for three benches to be 
installed in the Pioneer Co-op entrances at the Wheatland Mall. 

In an effort to correlate the Provost tour,Stettler and Wainwright 
were suggested as alternate places to contact. 

Eileen was advised to investigate benefits to be gained by turning 
Fiddler funds into a Maximizer account. 

As Ivy Horner was in the Intensive Care Unit,Swift Current,flowers and 
a card were delivered to his home address. 

At a meeting at the Leifson residence March 30,1985 Lawrence specified 
that cost per hour in producing a video would run about $5850 an hour, 
plus about $936 for the recording session.Using a three or four man crew, 
the production would take at least two days, with the mixing and editing 
extra.Hall rental would be the responsibility of the Fiddlers. 

Eileen was instructed to submit applications to New Horizons and the 
Swift Current Heritage 85 Committee for whatever funding might be available 
before April 15,if possible.Each application was to contain identical copies 
of a brief resume of the Fiddliers' activities.Tunes and dancers would be 
selected if members agreed to producing a video.The executive decision was 
made April,and a general meeting was to be called April 9,1985.Until a 
committment was agreed upon,no action would be taken. 

At the April meeting,it was confirmed that benches,6' long instead of 
12',with the lettering," S.C.Old Time Fiddlers" inscribed on the back of 
each,were being made for the Wheatland Mall Pioneer Co-op. 

Communication with the Red Barn,Edmonton resulted in an October 11 
booking for the Fiddlers.1200 people could be accomodated in the hall.They 
would provide their own P.A.system,and flashing lights would be operating 
the entire evening.Provost was booked for October 12,but it was hoped that 
Lloydminster would be available.Stettler and Wainwright had not been 
interested. 

The bank balance still showed a comfortable margin.Bills were paid,and 
an up-to-date statement would be mailed to the Winnipeg distributor soon. 
Together,Lawrence,Bob and Eileen would open a Maximizer account at the 


Credit Union. 


Master tapes had been mailed to Checkmate Records at Markham,Ontario, 
and Sunshine Records was interested in promoting a deal on behalf of the 


Fiddlers. 
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Ivy Horner's family acknowledged flowers sent to his home while he had 
been a patient in the Swift Current Union Hospital. 

It was drawn to Eileen's attention that an audit of Fiddler books could 
be waived on an annual basis,with full attendance and complete consent of 
all members only.Given such consent,the books would be reviewed by an 
accountant and balanced according to the information submitted. 

A general meeting April 9 dealt specifically with the proposed video 
production.First,a bylaw was amended to include,"and/or old time music and 
dancing" after the word "fiddling" to ensure a proper guideline of conduct 
for the new venture.After talking to Egon Sperrer,Saskatoon,Lawrence was 
convinced that a dance video would provide an original and challenging 
concept in the promotion of old time fiddle music.A minimum of four couples, 
listening to familiar dance music,would glide through approximately twenty 
different old time dances.Each dance would be two to three minutes long,with 
the entire sequence to be filmed at one time,and all dancers doing the 
Same step.While several of these videos would be donated to libraries, and 
would serve as a learning aid to dance students,it was hoped that there 
would be a lucrative market for them elsewhere. 

The budget was drawn up.Grant applications were mailed.Lawrence had to 
locate a suitable hall in Saskatoon.A re-created schoolhouse on the 
University grounds would probably serve as background for the picture.No-one 
was to wear red,due to its tendency to'bleed' on film.Provisional dates 
for the filming were set for April 22,23 and 24 if the members agreed. 

several good old time dancers were selected as potential candidates 
for the actual filming.Someone thought that children from the dancing schools 
in Northern Saskatchewn might attract a wider audience.The Fiddlers would 
not be involved in the dancing,but were invited to act as scouts for someone 
Willing to participate. 

Lawrence planned to compare production costs with a video firm in Regina. 
Southern Charterways would provide transportation.A dance in King George Hall 
was cancelled when the dates to make the video were changed to April 25,26,27 
and 28.Uniforms that would film well under video lights were selected with 
care.The New Horizons grant had been approved. 

In the meantime,places for the North Saskatchewan mini-tour included 
Maidstone,April 18,Shell Lake April 19 and Meadow Lake April 20.When record 
Sales were tabulated,meals,rooms and bus expenses subtracted from the profits, 


the tour was deemed a warm and happy experience,albeit not a very profitable 


one. 
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A first-of-its-kind letter of appreciation from the Confederation Flag 
Inn,Saskatoon was signed by the entire staff of waitresses!! 

Within a short time,Hughes Video Productions was paid in full.Combined 
with other costs,including rooms,meals,hall rent and bus,video expenses 
surmounted $12,850.This did not include dubs made for each member nor the 
order of videos intended for sale to the public and library distribution 
within the province.Nor had the bill for square dance material been presented. 

Besides the substantial down-payment that followed the original order, 
all charges had to be paid in full before Winter Wonderland was released to 
the Fiddlers.Eileen was given specific instructions as to how to wire funds 
by telephone from Swift Current to Ontario.When the procedure was activated, 
it took a short ten minutes to transfer the entire amount to the bank in 
Toronto.It was hoped that a full complement of records and tapes would be 
delivered to Swift Current to coincide with the beginning of the June tour. 

Because three dates ordinarily scheduled for social dancing at the 
Civic Centre every second Tuesday of the month were inadvertently changed 
to accomodate other patrons,it necessitated making alterations to the 
Fiddlers' well-publicized timetable.As this could prove confusing to guests 
who attended these functions,Lawrence hoped to air the problem with the 
Recreation Board before the next social. 

As four benches,donated by the Fiddlers,and made by Wilbur Senft, 
Hodgeville were proving so popular in the Co-op entrance-ways,Mall manager 
George Yoland requested that one be made for the Mall entrance,as well. 

Hughes Video Productions held the video master tape for safekeeping. 

Continuing distributor problems led to a 2% service charge being added 
to all overdue accounts.However,payments were extended to a 60 day period. 

An invitation to perform at the Running M/B Ranch,Saskatoon August 11 
was accepted,with provisions being made for meals for 36 members,permission 

to sell records and a stipulated sum for playing and mileage costs.Fileen 
would verify the committment with Martin Young,Regina. 

The Fiddlers were unable to play at the Threshermen's Festival,Yorkton 
August 17 and 18. 

Fileen sold 243 records and 125 cassettes between annual meetings. 

Lawrence informed the group that the June tour would follow the same 
format as other years.Two groups would probably separate for afternoon 
functions and reunite for evening performances. | 


Flowers were wired to Archie Smiley when he entered the Medicine Hat 


Hospital for surgery. 
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At the next meeting held in July,Lawrence told the executive that there 
were no changes in the time schedules at the Civic Centre.As others had 
been experiencing the same problems,it was agreed to avoid further confusion 
by following the dates already outlined. 

A committment for September 27 was cancelled due to the Fiddlers' 
participation in the Rotary Fiddling contest September 26,27 and 28. 

The bench for the entrance at the Wheatland Mall was not completed. 
Another bench was authorized for the South-Side Co-op. 

Winter Wonderland expenses at Hughes Video Productions were under a 
thousand dollars.After combining mileage for practice,bus charges to and 
from Saskatoon,courier service,the actual making of the record and the 
covers(through separate companies in the East),hotel accomodation,freight 
and funds transfer,the ultimate cost reached $8000. 

Record sales totalling $8264 during the Manitoba tour had surpassed 
any sum brought in from any previous summer tour.Including video and hat 
Sales,the amount realized came to a rewarding $8774.60.As record sales were 
left intact when it came to determining tour profits,the trip had been 
well worth the effort.Highest record sales were $1448 at Souris. 

Video costs had been staggering.Preparation expenditures,plus the 
compulsory taxes alone,brought the total to almost $9500 at Hughes Video 
Productions.Actual recording was listed separately at $1500.With square 
dance skirt material,sewing,hall rental,bus and mileage costs,copyright,hotel 
accomodation,freight and drycleaning,the final tally exceeeded $17,000. 

It was decided to sell the three videos at $30 per unit. 

When Eileen returned from the tour,she mailed the names of each dance, 
and the accompanying list of tunes on each video,to Hughes Video to be made 
into labels for the tapes.Her letter was returned with the notation, "Moved" 
on it.By consulting Directory Assistance,she was able to contact Egon 
Sperrer at his home address, and was advised to forward her information to 
another Saskatoon address.Her letter was mailed per his instructions. 

Both grants had been granted and were available for use. 

Statements to accounts-receivable customers would be mailed at the end 
of the month. 

An interested fiddler was refused membership on grounds that there were 


enough fiddlers in the group.He was invited to play at the nursing homes 


any time he wished. 
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The Fiddlers were asked to provide entertainment at the Research Station 
July 9,1985. 

An undetermined amount to be donated toward a special feeding chair at 
the Pioneer Lodge was authorized. 

501 "I Danced To The Old Time Fiddlers" hats were ordered for resale to 
the public. 

There were no meetings until September 4,at which time Bob Steinborn 
reported that the feeding chair was ordered,but had not arrived.Having 
received,as a gift from Stan Horner several records and tapes that belonged 
to his father,Ivy Horner,Bob Steinborn suggested that new tunes might be 
garnered from this collection to be used at the Red Barn engagement.Besides, 
as Ivy's mementoes were directly related to the original inception of the 
Swift Current old Time Fiddlers,some mention was made of a larger display 
case being erected to house these items and the memoribilia dispalyed at the 
Civic Centre.Bob Steinborn and Ralph Biese were appointed to build the case. 

A farewell party to honor Merv and FayeEnnis,soon to relocate to 
Killarney,Manitoba,was contemplated.Eunice and Eileen would select a 
plaque,prepare the wording on it and pick it up so Lawrence could present 
it at the September social.Lawrence, accompanied by two dancers,also planned 
to donate video tapes to the Swift Current Library. 

Including down payments for motel accomodation,Lawrence had finished 
arrangements with the Red Barn.As a few couples who were not members had 
expressed a desire to travel with the Fiddlers,provisions were made to 
permit them to do so,providing room was available and if it was understood 
that meals,rooms and admission costs would be theirs.The door was left open 
for flexibility of changes in the future. 

Eileen was waiting for the bill for the bench installed at the South 
Side Co-op.The new hats had arrived and would sell for $5 each on tour. 
Eileen verified that the video had been copyrighted. 

To make the Delisle trip,it was necessary to rent a van from a car dealer- 
ship in Swift Current as Southern Charterways was pre-empted by someone else. 

$500 was donated to the St.Pats School, another $500 to the Friends of 
Saskatchewan Children,Inc. at Saskatoon.Presentation would take place at 


McDonald House. 


The Fiddlers volunteered to donate lunch for the September social,after 


which members of the social club were expected to provide sandwiches for the 


rest of the season. 
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An accountant was selected to review the ledgers and bank statements in 
1985. 

At the October meeting,Bob Steinborn's offer to donate a fiddle once 
Ivy Horner's, and now in his possession,to the Fiddler display case, was 
gratefully accepted.Discussion led to the possibility of enlarging the 
case area to expedite the displaying of plaques and other paraphernalia 
currently stored in private homes besides material already on exhibit in 
the Civic Centre. 

Huffman Powley was well pleased with flowers from the Fiddlers at the 
time of his wife's passing. 

Cliff Hjermenrude would be asked to drive a rented 12 passenger van to 
Delisle October 8. 

Eileen was to continue adding service charges in her statements to the 
Winnipeg distributor. 

Word having arrived from Checkmate Records,Markham,preparations were 
immediately implemented to purchase three of the Fiddlers' master tapes 
from another Ontario firm to avoid having them destroyed.Following this 
hasty transaction,the Fiddlers were assured that all master tapes now 
belonged to them. 

$50 was sent to the Activity Centre on Central Avenue to help defray 
expenses when a bus load of senior citizens from Saskatoon were entertained 
there. 

When a letter requesting contributions for resthouses,to be erected on 
proposed walkways on the east side of the city,was aired,a decision to with- 
hold a donation until the matter was thoroughly investigated was made.The 
sharing of the cost of a resthouse with other organizations was suggested. 

Grants from the Saskatchewan Heritage Committee and New Horizons were 
deposited. 

Merv Ennis from Killarney,Manitoba notified the group that he planned to 
accompany them on the bus when their Alberta tour began in October. 

As an orchestra was disbanding,their Public Address system was being 
offered to the Fiddlers for $1000.They could make up their mind after first 
trying it out at Hazlet and the Civic Centre. 

The Annual Meeting began at 2 o'clock in the Eagles Hall, with Lawrence 


Schatkoski presiding.Having undergone surgery a short time before,he was 


making a valiant effort to carry on.During his preamble,he disclosed that the 


Fiddlers made 39 appearances in 1985,including benefit dances and other 


performances. Fourteen days on the road,involving three tours,covered 


SS 
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Manitoba,Saskatchewan and Alberta.There had been practice sessions,including 
both video and record #7.Several Heritage committees requested performances 
by the Fiddlers.The video coverage Lawrence hoped to acquire across northern 
Saskatchewan did not materialize,and he was considering having all three tapes 
made into a single video that would sell at a cheaper price.Many favored the 
idea,but the price for the remodelled video would be established when the 
bills came in. Videos donated to the Saskatoon Library and the National 
Library,Ottawa were acknowledged. 

When he could,Lawrence would sell the Fiddlers' old sound system and 
use the second-hand replacement regularly. 

He confirmed the tour to Macdowall,Saskatoon and Canwood February 6,7 
and 8.On April 5 or 6,the Fiddlers would play for the Dental Association, 
Swift Current,return to Delisle for a repeat performance April 14,and 
play at the H.M.C.S. Unicorn Navy Reunion,Saskatoon,August 15,then enter- 
tain at the senior citizens' complex at Gull Lake,November 24. 

How much participation the Fiddlers felt they could handle met with 
considerable discussion.Although members were cognizant of the possibility 
that health problems could drastically alter their established routine,the 
majority felt that the activities should continue.Lawrence reminded them 
that effort had been made to attract new members into the organization,but 
urged them to keep their eyes peeled for fresh talent.The main requisite to 
being accepted lay in their ability to play a musical instrument,personal 
compatability,their alcoholic tendencies and how their work schedule would 
affect their involvement. 

Other matters dealt with sound equipment and the introduction of new 
Square dances on the program.The musicians decided they had to make the best 
of a bad situation when hall acoustics did not reproduce their music to prime 
advantage.Someone suggested that the speakers might be adjusted on a trial 
and error basis.As the old square dances continued to win favor,there seemed 
to be no need to learn new routines.Unless asked to do otherwise,playing time 
for afternoons and evenings would remain the same.Inasmuch as there would be 
two programs each afternoon,the dilemna of alternating players about would 
have to be worked out each day of the tour.Summer engagements were hard to 
avoid,and some members had to be available to keep active .Bud McEwen asked 
permission to play with the Fiddlers around the city on occasion. 

Since Lawrence had been contacted about a trip to the Red Barn June 21,it 


was decided to arrange an Alberta tour June 16 to June 21.Back to back 


engagements were to be left open for decision making. 
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As producing a new record in the new year was customary,record #*8 
was scheduled for 1986.Music committee volunteers Eunice Leifson,Elvy 
Mickelson,Cliff Hjermenrude and Verena Schatkoski were empowered to 
decide the format of the new production.All tunes or suggestions were to 
be submitted to any of the four.Once they called a meeting to plan their 
strategy,all tunes or orchestrations of their choice would be final. 

A camera,purchased for the Fiddlers,was in Lawrence's care for safe- 
keeping.Now he hoped that someone would sort,and file in photograph albums, 
several snaps that had accumulated,as part of the Fiddlers archives.As 
Eileen's involvement was more recent,a member with fuller knowledge of 
the Fiddlers activities might provide helpful assistance. 

Following the election of officers,Lawrence Schatkoski remained 
President,Dewayne Leifson,Vice-President,Eileen Holden,Secretary- 
Treasure,and Cliff Hjermenrude replaced Dewayne as director. 

The 1985 annual meeting terminated with a banquet served by the FOE 
Auxiliary at the Eagles Lodge. 

All executive members attended a meeting a few days later.The latest 
financial standing with the Manitoba distributor continued to be a problen. 
Lawrence opted for direct telephone communication with the company,whereby 
he'd advise them that their latest order would not be mailed until their 
account was paid in full. 

It was agreed that Lawrence should contact other service clubs in 
the city about sharing the estimated $15,000 expense for resthouses on 
the city's east side walkways. 

Correspondence was read,explained and dealt with.The effort expended by 
the Fiddlers at the Jaywalkers'Jamboree was recognized and appreciated.The 
Rotary Club had agreed to update the wording in their brochures and on 
trophies at the fiddling contests.A chairman would be selected and tunes 
chosen for the new record at a committee meeting November 14.No decision 
was reached about learning new pattern dance tunes.The idea of producing 
one video to replace the three already made met with executive approval, 
and a Fiddler picture on the front of each tape was suggested.Where another 
piano player could be found was a puzzle.Advertising for one elicited no 
response.Eunice Leifson offered to contact Joyce Aldag,who had recently 
moved from Shaunavon to Swift Current.Social Club memberships were changed 
from September 1 to June 30,1986,fees to be $10 per person or #20 a couple. 


Non-members would pay $2 nightly.Fiddler memberships remained unchanged. 
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With a view to contributing in some way beyond playing in the band, 
Winnie Hunter purchased a toaster oven and clock radio ,the proceeds of 
the raffle to be donated to the Fiddler account.She withdrew the offer when 
advised that a raffle permit was required.However,Lawrence had tickets. 
Fileen was to advise Winnie of the executive's decision to use one as a 
door prize at the Christmas social and the other at the Valentine's social. 

Invitations for the Christmas party would go to Charterways bus 
drivers,dancers who appeared on the video and potential members .Members 
were asked to think about items for a program. 

Thank-you letters were read.$1000 was donated to the Canadian Diabetic 
Association.Another $1000 went to the South West Community Centre.The 
Salvation Army received $2000 to help defray Christmas expenses. 

Frontier,November 16,Dinsmore,November 22,Glenvern Hall,November 29 
the St.Michaels Christmas party December 8 and the Civic Centre social 
would fill all engagements in 1985. 

No acknowledgments about records sent to Eastern radio stations had 


been received. | 
Joyce and Rudy Aldag were accepted as members of the Swift Current Old 


Time Fiddlers.Depending on material left over,and what Joyce wished, 
uniforms were to be supplied. : 

Payments from Winnipeg were still in arrears.Eileen assured the 
executive that her next statement to them would include a 2% service charge 
added to their account.She was instructed to add a $10 fee to an overdue 
account in Saskatchewan. 

Decisons about the proposed resthouses were withheld. 

Before Christmas,the music committee provided tapes of all tunes they 
had selected to the musicians participating in the making of the record. 
As the first session was favorable,practices would continue on a regular 
Sunday and Wednesday schedule.Lawrence had already set a tentative date 
for recording for March 1 and 2 or March 27 and 28.He wanted eight tracks to 
be used instead of two,, and the mixing would be done by Eunice and Verena 
rather than the Studio West staff.Meanwhile, he would check other recording 
sources in Regina.Musicians were to be treated to supper following practices 
January 26 and February 26. 

200 new-style videos were ordered. 


Lawrence was bringing tickets to the Civic Centre social so Winnie 
could distribute her gifts. | 
There was no hall charge at the Eagles when their ladies served the 


banquet. 


Donations were allocated to the Mentally Handicapped,the Canadian 
Diabetic Association,the Heart Fund Foundation and the Swift Current Union 
Hospital.Pictures,by arrangement with the news media,wouid be taken. 

Wes Howes was appointed to make the presentation to Gordon Allsen,the 
hospital administrator. 

Six wheelchair patients from Gravelbourg were to be treated to an after- 
noon of old time fiddler music at the Pioneer Lodge,after which lunch would 
be served. 

The $150 charged for dances in the city was raised to $200. 

The trophy case situation at the Civic Centre would be aired at an 
early meeting with city officials. 

Hopefully,pictures for record #8,using the navy,white and burgundy 
outfits,could be taken before the next practice session January 26,1986. 
Supper,at a place selected by Lawrence,would finish the day.Eunice and Olive we 
were requested to do the write-ups for the back cover, and titles were to be 


considered. 
The June 16 -dJune 21 Alberta tour was tentativeley set up to begin at 


Rolling Hills,June 16,Vulcan June 17,Calgary June 18,A possibility of Olds 
June 19,Rimbey June 20, and the finale,the Red Barn June 21.One@y-ahe group 
would perform in the afternoons,with the sponsoring nursing homes to provide 
dinner for all Fiddlers. 
All members except Dewayne Leifson attended the executive meeting 
March 5,1986.An extra $1000 woutd be mailed to Hughes Video Production upon 
completion of the new video.Lawrence clarified dates for activities at the 
Civic Centre,but gleaned no information pertaining to the walkways or 
the trophy case.The Winnipeg distributor cleared its overdue account and 
immediately ordered more tapes and records.A letter dispatched to the 
Better Business Bureau initiated action with the Saskatchewan firm whose 
small account was overdue.If they failed to get any response,Eileen was 
encouraged to try the Small Claims Court,if the executive recommended it. 
In the end,she was told to strike the account from the books and forget Lis 
As the Fiddlers did much of their practicing at the St.Michaels Parish 
Hall,the executive happily agreed to pay whatever rent that was necessary.The 
cover,with Olive's notation on the back,was delivered to Checkmate Records 
and returned to the Fiddlers for review.From the fifty six title suggestions, 
Wheatland Favorites was chosen as the most appropriate.Recording took place 
at Studio West;Saskatoon February 28 and March 1.When it arrived,Eileen 
would be sending the master tape,with a downpayment and an order for 2500 


tapes and 2500 records to Checkmate Records. 
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Instead of her original purchases,Winnie donated three large box of 
chocolates for door prizes at the Valentine's social.Such a gift froma 
member was much appreciated. 

Pictures of each donation presentation had been taken by the Swift 
Current Sun and the Booster.Donations to the Swift Current High School 
Students Against Drunk Driving,the Swift Current Synchro Swim Club and the 
Eastend union Hospital were assigned.Scholarships and trophies were donated 
to the Cabri Music Festival. 

The Fiddlers were well received by the wheelchair patients from 
Gravelbourg.The Herbert Nursing Home staff assured Lawrence that a date for 
a Fiddler concert would be set soon. 

The North Saskatchewan mini-tour February 5 - 8 netted about $6000, but 
trip actually ‘went in the red' about $1200.Record sales were spectacular 
at Macdowall.As these profits were separated from monies taken in at the 
door,the actual cost of rooms,meals,bus and membership mileage surpassed 
what actually came in from their portion of the'take-at-the-door' .Never- 
theless,it was another heartwarming experience,with everyone feeling it had 
been worth the effort. 

Lawrence read thank-you cards from appreciative recipients of records 
donated while on tour.A particularly enthusiastic one froma travel agency 
in Edmonton commented that their patrons enjoyed the Fiddlers’ music while 
they were taking THEIR bus tours! 

The June tour arrangements were completed when Calgary agreed to sponsor 
one evening. 

Lawrence approached an Ontario music company about the possibility of 
selling Fiddler tapes and records through their business.They would accept 
a few items on a trial basis,but preferred self-created music with an all- 
Canadian content to old time music.Lawrence planned to investigate channels 
through addresses obtained from the Music Directory of Canada.By May 6,he 
did mail 1200 items to Mount Albert,Ontario as a possible distributor source. 

Considerable discussion followed in connection with the future of the 
Fiddlers,in general.With occasional members withdrawing for health reasons, 
mileage involved or other interests,Lawrence wondered what he shovid Go ahnout 
accepting encagements.Changes were necessary,but -? It was decided to honor 
committments already made but to refrain from making new ones after November. 

A general meeting should be called. to see whether the membership 


wished to make a Christmas record. 
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In May,an executive member,who would be driving through the area,was 
appointed to double-check the matter of the overdue account in Saskatchewan. 

Thank-you cards from winners in the music festivals at Cabri,Prelate and 
Swift Current were acknowledged.Wes Howes received thanks for making the 
presentations in Swift Current. 

Except for the outside cover,the new videos in Saskatoon were declared 
ready for shipment.The picture on the cover of record #4 was selected for 
the video cover. 

The #8 albums were being delayed in production due to lacquer problems. 
However,the cassettes were ready and could be shipped any time.With other 
albums waiting on a re-order basis,the cost of production was reaching the 
area of $10,000. 

A suitable spot where the plaque for the ramp and stage could be 
displayed in the auditorium had been checked out.The Fiddlers' trophy case 
needed finishing touches. 

As the general public seemed somewhat discontented with the metal 
benches in the Wheatland Mall foyer,Lawrence was asked to consider having 
benches,made along the same lines as those donated for the entranceways, 
produced to replace them. The price quoted for each two benches, back-to- 
bac, with garbage containers at each end,was between $400 and $500,making 
the entire cost for all of them about $4000.An 8' bench for the walkway 
on the north side of the underpass was also agreed upon. 


The Fiddlers would be entertaining next to the Co-op Garden Centre at 


the Wheatland Mall May 31,and would be playing for a 50th wedding anniversary 


that same evening. 

Wes Howes received permission to leave records on consignment at the 
Maple Creek Campground site: throughout the summer tourist season.Having run 
into no problems in 1985,no difficulties were anticipated. 


Some action was begun to get CBC coverage for the Fiddlers,but it ground 


to a halt after news,clippings,pictures and record albums were sent to Regina. 


A Christmas record,filmed during its production,had been suggested,which 
would have given the Fiddlers considerable public exposure. 

A plant was donated to Pearl Hanson,who had the misfortune of breaking 
her shoulder ina fall. 

If a second committment could be made,an invitation to perform at the 


Pioneers Club,Saskatoon would be honored. 


Eileen was to mail instrument maintenance cheques as soon as possible. 


Donations included $500 to the Swift Current Jazz Band,$500 to the Kidney 
Foundation of Canada,$500 to the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal and 
$500 to the Leinan Hall. 

Inquiries were to be made about the possibility of selling records at 
the new Chamber of Commerce Information Centre. 

The executive gathered July 7,1986,with all members in attendance.During 
the meeting,the one who had been travelling disclosed that the Saskatchewan 
firm whose account was overdue so long had actually gone 'belly up',quit 
the business and moved elsewhere.At this point,it was unanimously agreed 
the account should be stricken from the books once and for all,and the 
overdue payment be accepted as lost. 

The asking price for the new video was $38 retail and $50 for straight 
out sales to customers. 

Lawrence had discovered that the trophy case had been relocated to a 
wall near the stage in the Civic Centre,and a trophy rack,which was 
permanently mounted in the downstairs section,might be available later on. 

When he approached George Yolland about benches at the Mali,he'd been 
informed that it was impossible to get permission to remove the ones that 
were there.There was nothing to do but abandon that project. 

However,Co-op manager Jerry Doucet wondered if two benches,back to back, 
with garbage disposal units on the side,couldn't be installed in the South 
Side Co-op, where a bench had already been donated.The bench currently 
standing in the Co-op could be used by the walkway on the north side of 
the underpass,provided someone woutd mount it. 

There had been no communication about putting the Fiddlers on the CBC. 

The distributing firm in Ontario was in arrears with their account. 
Eileen was to contact them immediately. 

The June tour brought in $5225 in record sales. When everything was 
tallied,she'd been able to deposit a healthy $15,000.When expenses were 
subtacted from the 'take at the door',the money realized above record sales 
was not quite $900. 

The Red Barn near Edmonton contacted Lawrence about playing there twice 
within a few months,once in June, and the second time in October.Discussion 
regarding the feasibility of making committments that far ahead and that 
far from home resulted.When the time came,some members would not participate 
for one reason or another.A serious shortage of players coutd make such a 
trip impossible.The first trip had been a dream come true,,but,perhaps,it 


was better to keep travelling closer to home,after all.Eileen was urged 
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to write to the Red Barn,telling Walter Jerram that the Fiddlers were unable 


to make a definite committment,but that they woutd contact him if another 
North Alberta tour was planned.Lawrence suggested that the Fiddlers might 


play Thursday,Friday and Saturday,rest Sunday,play Monday and Tuesday and 
return to Swift Current on a Wednesday.The subject was dropped. 

Of some concern was the $412 overpaid to the Fiddlers by Rolling Hills. 
Since the Fiddlers had contracted for a percentage of the 'take at the 
door',this did not include the price of the supper.Eileen was authorized 
to hold back $1000,but to remit a $412 cheque to Rolling Hills.This seemed 
the only fair thing to do. 

Everything seemed to go wrong after the master tape for album #8 
reached Checkmate Records.First,there was the lacquer problem,never an issue 
with other records,followed by an inexplicably long delay without word of 
any kind.When the records were not delivered within a reasonable period, 
Lawrence contacted Checkmate for an explanation.Checkmate was having 
difficulties of its own, and negotiations had been temporarily suspended. 

To assure that record #8 would reach Swift Current,additional funds were 
authorized to cover unscheduled expenses beyond the control of the Fiddlers. 

As Lawrence would be absent,Eileen would be Mistress of Ceremonies 
for the evening performance at the Antique Car Show,July 12. 

A meeting between the Rotary Club and the Fiddlers ended on an agreeable 
note when the Fiddlers consented to play for the annual Rotary Club Fiddling 
Contest dance September 5,from 9 - 12 P.M.A contract mailed to,and later 
Signed by,Eileen confirmed the committment. 

A donation of $500 was designated for the Canadian Cancer Society.$100 
went to the MacDonald House,Saskatoon. 

It was September before another meeting was called.Having just returned 
from a summer vacation,Cliff had not spoken to Landis Sather about the bench 
to be donated for the walkway under the overpass.Similarly,Wilbur Senft,a 
farmer,hadn't found time to make the benches. 

Instrument maintenance cheques had been mailed to the musicians. 

The record company in Ontario had resolved its financial dilemna,and 
records,for which the Fiddlers had long awaited,were on their way. ? 

When Eileen was contacted,she would remit trophy money for the fiddling 
contest. 

Rolling Hills sent a letter of appreciation for the $412 which the 


Fiddlers refunded to them after their summer tour. 
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Lawrence received a message from Les Hanley ,Coaldale,Alberta,who 
proffered an unusual invitation to play in Lethbridge one evening between 
Christmas and New Years Eve,1986.The playing time sounded extremely long, but 
the executive agreed that two evenings in Alberta would make it a profitable 
venture.A Southern Charterways bus was booked for December 29 to December 31, 
and $1500 an evening settled upon to meet expenses. 

As their procedures did not coincide with Swift Current Old Time Fiddler 
policy,Holborne Distributors returned all Fiddler records it had ordered. 
Sunshine Records remained the sole distributor. 

The mini-tour to Saskatoon netted about $600,without record sales. 

The Annual Meeting was held at the Eagles Lodge November 2,1986. 

The Fiddlers made 51 public appearances during the 1985-86 season,without 
including the benevolent work done by Jake Thiesen's group in and around 
the city.The old public address system was being stored at Lawrencets farm 
temporarily as he had been unable to sell it.Lawrence extended thanks to 
Eileen for another year of commendable achievement.She thanked her 
colleagues Olive Hjermenrude,Lavone Smiley and Marj Peacock for their loyal 
support when it was needed. 

The Kimberley Accordion Festival executive invited the Fiddlers to play 
for their wind-up dance June 11,1987.What they were willing to pay had 
been discussed.Other tour alternatives were mentioned but the British 
Columbia tour was favored.Two mini-tours,the one to Lethbridge,and the 
other to Saskatoon,were accepted.Other 1987 committments wouod be met as 2c 
seemed fit. 

When the subject of making a new record was broached,the initial response 
appeared positive.However,a 9-5 vote indicated a general lack of support 
and the idea was dropped. 

It was agreed that a history book about the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddler Association,from the time of its inception to the present,would 
be a worthwhile project.The selection of committees,conveners and the 
theme of the boot was postponed until later. 

It was decided to buy either new jackets or blazers to supplement the 
Fiddler uniforms.As $5000 was necessary to buy new sound equipment,the 
matter was not pursued.A piano demonstration at the Civic Centre November 
11,with the idea of purchasing the instrument if it proved satisfactory, 


could be arranged. 


one 


Chaired by Lloyd Holden,the election resulted in Lawrence Schatkoski 
declared President,Eileen Holden declared Secretary-Treasurer,and Wes Howes 
declared Director. 

Winnie Hunter extended a cordial invitation to all Fiddler members to 
be her guests at at a banquet at the Eagles Lodge November 11,1986. 

The annual Christmas party was slated to be held at the Eagles Lodge 
December 10. 

An executive meeting was held shortly after the 1986 annual meeting. 

By this time,Cliff Hjermenrude had arranged to have the bench at the South 
Side Co-op moved to a spot allocated by Landis Sather.Wilbur Senft was 
making new benches for the Co-op. 

The Ontario distributor paid up and terminated business with the Fiddlers 

Lawrence was going to arrange a six day tour,beginning at some point 
in Alberta,and ending at the Kimberley,B.C.Accordion Festival July 11,1987. 

Besides the Western Development Museum engagement in Saskatoon February 
13,he would try to get a second committment elsewhere in the city.Failing 
that,he'd try Outlook.The musicians indicated a willingness to play at 
Rosetown February 7.When members were asked if out of town dates already 
on the books should be cancelled,Lawrence was advised to turn down small 
events,but to keep the group actively in practice. 

Uniforms were chosen for the Pemmican Club event in Lethbridge in 
December,and Lawrence prepared a list of those planning to go so he could 
verify reservations at the El Rancho Hotel. 

As it was difficult to chose whether blazers or jackets were most 
suitable for the men,Dewayne and Wes were selected to check options before 
making a choice.Eunice suggested that the ladies might welcome light 
summer dresses. © 

The idea of buying another piano was abandoned.As the piano was heavy 
and cumbersome,and there was no suitable place to store it,this decision 
met with Lawrence's approval. 

Eileen and Olive were appointed co-conveners to supervise work 
connected with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddler manuscript.It was 
expected that Olive's scrapbook would yield much needed information. 

A $140 donation was designated for the Prelate Music Festival.$500 
went to the Cabri Activity centre.$1000 was donated to the Salvation Army. 
$1000 was to go to the Department of Ophthalmology ,Saskatoon.$200 went to 


Harold Evjen to help him with old time dancing.$500 was donated to the 
stewart Valley Book Club. 


| 
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Lawrence and Eileen were to receive honorariums as tokens of appreciation 
for their year's work. 

Having just undergone surgery,Southern Charterways Manager Ken Donaldson 
was getting a potted plant. 

Each couple in the Fiddlers was to invite one couple of their choice to 
the supper and Christmas party December 10,1986. 

On the occasion of his 75th birthday,Harvey Peacock would get a plaque. 

There were no further meetings until January,1987. 

Jackets for both men and women were ordered.Crests were ordered 
separately.Olive,Julie and Beth were appointed to chose material for summer 
dresses.Patterns could be chosen on an individual basis.Those who sewed 
could sew their own or hire a seamstress to do it for then.All bills were to 
be turned into the Fiddlers. 

Ralph Biese had checked bola ties and found the material unsuitable for 
the purpose.It was decided to ask Helen Hankins of Cabri to sew Square dance 
ties,instead. 

When the Calgary - Kimberely tour was approved, Eileen was to mail a signed 
agreement to Kimberley without delay. 

Bud McEwen was accepted as a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 

$500 was donated to the Arthritis Society.According to information received 
the South West Community Centre needed a lawn mower and a shed in which to 
store equipment,but there was no pressing need of the moment. 

Following their Lethbridge tour in December,the Fiddlers had 'gone in 
the red' a certain amount.However,most of the Fiddlers thought it had been a 
worthwhile experience. | 

Merv Ennis had phoned,saying he was very busy in Killarney.Videos of the 
Pemmican Club event in Lethbridge were ready for distribution.The Fiddlers 
would not be playing at the Red Barn in 1987. 

Benches had been installed at the Wheatland Mall.Material for light 
Summer dresses was selected,and bolts of it would be distributed so sewing 
could begin.Helen Hankins could begin the sewing of three differently colored 
Square dance ties for each musician.New "I Danced To The Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers' hats were selling at $5.00 apiece.The jackets arrived. One or two 
had to be re-adjusted for length.Two or three had been ordered late through 
unfortunate oversight. 

Plans were changed,so the Fiddlers were playing at Perdue,not Outlook, 
February 14. 
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Lawrence was having difficulty reaching his Calgary contact.He had been 
informed that three places were available,but there had been no verification. 
If he hadn't heard from the lady within a week,he woutd contact Rolling 
Hills,Nanton and Champion about a tour in their area.Having already invited 
the Fiddlers to return,the prospect did not present much of a problen. 

Eileen was to compose a letter to the Pemmican Club,Lethbridge,telling 
them that the Fiddlers were unable to make definite plans about returning 
to play for their annual Christmas party in 1987. 

$680 was donated to the Swift Current Union Hospital .A $500 donation 
was allocated for the Kidney Foundation of Canada.Telemiracle was to 
receive $100.Another $100 was to be given to the Save The Children Fund.$500 
was to go to Rick Hanson,Man In Motion World Tour.$100 scholarships were 
donated to the Swift Current,Cabri and Prelate Music Festivals. 

Elizabeth Raynmaker,CTV Yorkton,a TV crew and filmmakers would share 
Supper with the Fiddlers before appearing at the Civic Centre social 
February 10 to take video pictures and interviews. Filming of a Fiddler social 
in progress was done by the CTV crew. | 

Three places were verified,and a fourth one pending,for the July tour 
when Lawrence managed to reach his Calgary contact.Doubts vanished and 
the tour proceeded well, at last. 

The Saskat:on and Perdue trip provided entertainment and travelling time, 
but,when expenses were deducted,it actually ‘went in the red'. 

Lawrence spoke to Lloyd Semens,Union Hospital to arrange for media 
coverage when the video about schizophrenia was donated. 

A special events night to commemorate the $100,000 made in donations by 
the Fiddlers to charity was planned.Eunice Leifson,Julue Hulbert,Olive 
Hjermenrude and Eileen Holden checked several details relative to the 
proposed function.Cold cuts and one salad would be served at 11 P.M.There 
would be no liguor,but a non-alcoholic punch would be served all evening. 
Coat check service was available on a silver collection basis.There was 
seating capacity for 350 people.Car parking could be arranged.Decorating 
should be done between noon and the time the function began on May 23.The 
Esquire Convention Centre staff was most helpful, and the evening promised 
to be interesting. 

When complimentary tickets for honored guests were decided upon,Eunice 


agreed to check places where script writing might be done.As the cost 


between 506 tickets and a legaer amount was minimal,500 tickets would be 
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ordered,to be sold until the seating space was filled.Olive and Eileen were 
appointed to take tickets at the door and place them in a barrel for draws 
as door prizes.Uniforms were chosen for the event.Julie,with assistance 
from a square dance friend,would do the decorating. 

At the March 17 meeting,it was decided that the St.Michaels Parish Hall 
showld be paid rental for practdce sessions held preparatory to the May 
23 function.It was decided to wait until the April social before proceeding 
with ticket sales for the Milestone Celebration.This would enable those 
who were to receive comnlimentary tickets time to reply to their invitations. 
Later, the event touid be advertised over the radio and tickets distributed 
to members.Eileen was designated as contact person.Door prizes ,donated 
by three business establishments in the city, and a $50 video from the 
Fiddlers would be drawn for. 

Cliff Hjermenrude,asked to rent a 15 passenger van from Elmwood 
Chrysler,would drive the Fiddlers to Rosetown March 21 in time for supper 
and the dance,to follow.Sound equipment was Lawrence's responsibility. 

A second-hand copier developed a few problems after it was purchased 
and installed in Eileen's basement.The serviceman who was called thought 
he had ironed them out. 

At the Swift Current Music Festival,Eileen would be on hand to present 
the Swift Current 01d Time Fiddler trophies to the winning students. 

Fiddler histories were dribbling in.The deadline had been extended. 
Olive,working on picture albums,was preparing a general outline of tours, 
in sequence,to make writing about them easier.Eileen was busy with minutes. 

The new summer dresses were taking shape.As material might be in short 
supply,thought was given to purchasing cloth resembling the original 
pattern to finish the rest.Seamstresses were to receive $20 for each dress. 

In spite of continued efforts,Lawrence was unable to reach the co- 
ordinator in Calgary as late as April.He had been holding back on making 
motel reservations until he heard from the lady,but there had been no 
communication since before the March meeting.Something definite would be done 
if he didn't hear from her within a few days. 

There had no word about jackets.Bob Tangen was to phone two members 
about jacket lengths,but the ones which were ordered late had not arrived. 

After Eileen presented trophies at the Swift Current Music Festival, 
three thank-you cards from grateful recipients had been received.One 
mother wrote a note,to accompany the one from her 8 year old,saying 


how the trophy had inspired her youngster to ‘really practice’. 


When the complimentary invitations were all acknowledged,the Milestone 
Celebration tickets would be put on sale.The Fiddlers were obliged to pay | 
$300 rental for the Esquire Convention Centre.Lawrence intended to be Master | 
of Ceremonies that evening.There would be draws for six door prizes.Honorary 
guests would be introduced during the program.Lawrence was attending a 
Kidney Foundation meeting to ascertain what the hospital needed,which 
would be the object of a large donation May 23.Lawrence,helped by Eunice, 
would give a brief history of the Fiddlers.The night's proceedings would be 


taped on video. 


Olive's work with the pictures was progressing and they would be 
inserted into albums shortly.Brief histories of the three groups which 
amalgamated in 1979 to form the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers were prepared. 
Material to match the ladies' dresses had been purchased in Calgary to 


complete outfits for everyone. 


$500 went to the Cancer Society.$200 was donated to the Swift Current 


Band Auxiliary. 


y An application for membership was refused. 

Lawrence brought disappointing news to the May 13 meeting.Due to sporadic 
communication with Calgary,the entire tour had been cancelled.Eileen was to 
write letters of cancellation to the co-ordinator and the motel where 
rooms had been reserved for the Fiddlers.The tour was now scheduled for 
Vulcan,Nanton,Rolling Hills and Lethbridge,with Friday free to travel to 


Kimberley,British Columbia. 


Except for Dayton Hulbert's,other problems with the men's jackets were 
being solved.Dayton's was still at the factory. 

To publicize the Milestone Celebration,Lawrence was going to be inter- 
viewed by Kay Wasiak over CKSW May 16.Draw. donations were verified. A 


program listing draws,dance music and presentations for the evening was 


drawn up.Lawrence entertained the hope that promotion sales would pick up | 

during the two days he'd be supervising their sales at the Wheatland Mall. 
Lawrence researched in detail the hospital request for a special machine 

for kidney analysis,and determined that $15,000 from the Fiddlers would be | 


a suitable donation. 


Wes could locate a draw barrel to hold the door prize tickets. 
As Lawrence would be talking with the CKSW staff after the meeting,the | 
Clarinet Polka and the Jubilee Schottische were chosen as catchy tunes to 


play while the ads were being aired. 


ee 
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Lawrence intended to check catering arrangements at the Esquire. 

$500 was donated to the Swift Current Special Olympics Games. $200 was 
allocated to the Success School Board for playground equipment. 

To have a 4% page ad inserted in their magazine,$20 was paid to the 
Saskatchewan Square and Round Dance Federation. 

When the executive met July 15,1987,Lawrence expressed complete 
satisfaction with the Milestone Celebration event.Heeding his advice,the staff 
had moved people from three or more tables to the banquet table simultaneously, 
enabling everyone to be served in good time.Patrick Simpson,a Tompkins 
resident,had created an excellent cross section of all that was going on 
via video shots.The floor space was too small for dancing,but there had 
been a good representation of out of town guests. | 

Eileen informed the executive that expenses incurred on the Alberta - 
British Columbia tour surpassed the revenue taken in over the entire trip. 
Cheques were written for rooms and meals.Petty cash covered the occasional 
purchase of liquor tickets.The Fiddlers had not made much of a profit,but 
it was an excellent outing for everyone. 

Lawrence felt badly that no-one had made any side tours of the city. 
Having been there before,he was aware of many attractions the others missed 
by failing to take time to investigate.If a return trip was ever made,he 
hoped some of the members would avail themselves of the opportunity to 
explore the sights in Kimberley. | 

To produce record $9,one of the main essentials in its production was 
an individual who would act as music director for the project.New dances 
such as the Veleeta Waltz and the Call of the Pipes were suggested.Lawrence 
volunteered to be on the music committee.When it was decided to-process the 
new album in December,he began making plans about a cover picture.He resolved 
to contact Smart Studios about taking a picture showing the Southern Charter- 
ways bus with the group positioned in the foreground. 

Eileen would submit a write-up about the Fiddlers to the Leisure Guide 
Memorandum Committee when she had one completed. 

Merv Ennis,who was expecting to visit Swift Current,asked that some 
authentic information be prepared as a guide for his own record-making prowess 
in Manitoba. 

The Fiddlers wished to sell records at the Allied Arts Council concert 


in Mankota November 27.Their wish had been granted by the time the September 


meeting took place.For this occasion,dancers accompanying the Fiddlers 
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expected to perform on the stage while the musicians played on the floor. 

The Fiddlers would be playing for the Old Time Fiddling Contest dance 
October 1,1987. 

Lawrence booked Studio West for the first week in December.It was obvious, 
however,that someone HAD to be found to direct the musicians during practice 
sessions,and through the recording session,before they could go any further. 

As Lawrence would be an honorary guest at the Canadian Cancer Society 
banquet September 17,he suggested that members of the executive should be 
there,also.It was arranged that the cost of the banquet tickets be taken 
from Fiddler funds as an indication of Fiddler support. 

Instrument maintenance cheques were increased from $25 to $50. 

Work on the Fiddler manuscript was not to be abandoned for the time being. 
Amusing anecdotes might create reading appeal. 

Lawrence needed the Fiddlers' go-ahead before accepting an invitation to 
return to the Red Barn,Edmonton. 

Eileen would be doing four or five MC jobs while Lawrence took an 
extended holiday in the States.Two would be anniversary parties.Another would 
be the regular Civic Centre social.The next was Delisle,and the last,a 
Sunshine Records promotion at Zellers in the new Swift Current Mall.Dewayne 
was to look after the sound equipment. 

There was no pressing business between September 15 and the date of the 
Annual meeting November 1,1987. The minutes were read and adopted.The 
financial statement was presented, and Lawrence and Eileen explained about 
jackets and the year's total donations. 

It was agreed to retain the services of the current accountant. 

A motion was passed authorizing the making of record #9 in 1988.Lawrence 
agreed to cancel the booking he'd made with Studio West and set up another 
date. When Ora Wetterstrand was unable to act as music director,Bob Steinborn 
agreed to act as director to start the ball rolling. Lists of tunes were 
reviewed and suggestions received for polka music,length of tunes,deciding on 
the proper key, and staying there. 

Finally,it was determined that each member should submit tWo tunes £6% 
seven. dances to Eileen before the November 10 social.Bob Steinborn,Archie 
Wells,Harvey Peacock,Archie Smiley and Lloyd Holden became the music committee 
that would select tunes for the new record.Eunice volunteered her home any 


time.Pictures would be taken for the record cover November 10.The actual 


date for the recording was set for February 7 and 8,1988. 


64 


A Manitoba tour was planned for June,1988. 

As considerable work had been done on the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 
manuscript,committees were appointed to cover certain tours,beginning from 
1980 and ending 1988,with all material to be turned over to Eileen. 

Eunice Leifson explained that the format to be used at Mankota November 
27 would take the form of narrations by Lawrence Schatkoski and demonstrations 
by selected dancers. 

The annual Christmas party would be at the Eagles Lodge December 3,1987. 

Lloyd Holden presided during the election of officers.Lawrence was 
returned as President,Eileen as Secretary-Treasurer and Ralph as Director. 
Lawrence thanked everyone for their loyalty and support in 1987. 

Bob and Ralph would be attending the matter of the new showcase in the 
Civic Centre shortly. 

Lawrence and Eileen were granted $1000 towards rental of his Quonset 
and her office space.Eunice received an honorarium for her work as music 
director in 1987. 

The executive called a meeting November 28 to implement decisions made 
at the annual meeting.Mention was made of using the 10 minute break on a 
trail basis at the December social.Although the book remained a vague 
possibility,work on it would resume after record #9 was completed. About 
80 people would attend the December 3 Christmas party.Record practice 
would take place prior to the party and the Civic Centre social. 

The Manitoba tour would begin Monday,June 6,1988,with the Fiddlers 
remaining in Portage la Prairie June 6,7 and 8,and Brandon June 9,10 and ll. 
One performance per afternoon was expected.Take at the door would be on a 
50/50 basis.If. Lawrence could work out satisfactory details, a mini-tour 
to Airdire,Penhold and Calgary would become a March committment. 

A donation to cover the cost of a new deep freeze was allocated to the 
South West Ability Centre.The Salvation Army and the Cabri Brass Band 
received $500 each,and $200 went to the Swift Current and District Early 
Childhood Intervention program. 

A substantial down payment was to be forwarded to Studio West 
preparatory to producing record #9.Eileen was to send a letter declining 
the invitation to play at the Kimberley Accordion FEstival.As Marj Peacock 
was recuperating in the Intensive Care Unit, Saskatoon, flowers were to be 
delivered to her by Wes Howes in person.Men's pants were to be ordered 
and ladies uniform needs checked for possible replacement. 


A special meeting to discuss the purchase of a new piano at the Civic 


Centre was held January 19,1988,with Dewayne presiding.A motion empowering 
the Fiddlers to make a $1000 donation toward such a purchase was made. 
Following Lawrence's illness,Dewayne and Eileen were appointed to arrange 
bookings and handle tours until he recovered. 
If a van were to be used for the recording session in Saskatoon,a spare 
car and truck would be necessary to accomodate the extra passenger&,and 
carry the musical equipment.Cliff received permission to hire a van from 
Rent-A-Wreck for February 5,6 and 7. 
Lawrence was refusing repeated requests to return to the Red Barn. 
Lawrence and Eileen explained how the Manitoba distributor had returned 
413 items with Zellers' price tags firmly glued on them.Rather than accept 
these articles in that condition,arrangements were made to return every 
item when orders arrived,and leave the jacket replacement to the distributor. 
A former Fiddler member failed to meet Fiddler standards, and was advised 
to join the Social Club,instead. 


"On The Road Again" was recorded at Studio West.Cost to .tkecEidd@iers 
was $2127.16 for actual recording,$128.40 for pictures,$376.82 for the van, 


$1647.47 for rooms and meals,plus a $4000 downpayment for cassettes and 
$2000 for long-plays on order and $1355.20 at Kalligraphia,Montreal. 
Lawrence read a letter pertaining to possible removal of all displays 
from public facilities in the future.As this directly concerned the 
decision to enlarge the trophy case in the Civic Centre Auditorium,Eileen 
was asked to write a letter to Vern Desmet,asking for a ruling on the case. 
A busload of senior citizens from Lloydminster,arriving in Swift Current 
to attend the Civic Centre social April 12,would receive complimentary 
passes for the evening. 
The Pioneer Singers from Fort Saskatchewan,Alberta would be hosted to 
a 6 o'clock supper at the Civic Centre Auditorium May 31. Guests were to 
arrive in the afternoon,enjoy supper,then entertain by singing from 7:30 
to 9 P.M. The Fiddlers would finish the evening program with dancing 
until. 10s30' P.M. 


The Fiddlers were unable to play for an anniversary party in Shaunavon, 
July 23.They also turned down the opportunity to play for the Fiddling 


Contest windup dance in Weyburn. 


Three 1/2 hour videos and a packet of 8 records were donated to the 


United Church Housing Corporation,Regina.$250 was donated to the Kidney 
Foundation.$250 went to Ronald McDonald House. 


A month passed before the next meeting was called.The minutes were read 
and accepted.Lawrence advised the executive that,with the $1000 donatian to 
supplement the final cost,a new Young Chang piano had been purchased for 
the Civic Centre. 

Eileen heard in a roundabout way that the Airdrie dance was to continue, 
but the one at Balzac may have been cancelled.She was to contact Lorne Hart, 
Airdire for clarification of places,hotel accomodation,names of halls 
and supper arrangements. 

A letter,to be forwarded to City of Swift Current,was to suggest that the 


old Beattie School might be purchased,and turned into a Heritage Centre, 


This could house museum artifacts in one section and various club trophy 
cases and other paraphnelia in other rooms in the same building. 

Actual costs for album $9 reached $11,330.05,with an extra $3205.79 
added for practice sessions,meals,hotels and freight costs. 

The selling price for records and cassettes was changed to $8 per item, 
with a $2 postage and handling fee for orders under A. 

It was agreed that some effort should be made to complete the Fiddler 
book. 

As President,Lawrence intended to meet Lorne McKecknie,the tour leader 
from Lloydminster,in person, and have supper with the group.Joyce Aldag 
and Betty Biese would be making extra sandwiches for the social. 

$500 was donated to the Canadian Cancer Society. 

Dewayne Leifson,who attended the Swift Current Music Festival,presented 
the Fiddler trophies and scholarships to the winning students in their 
category. 

Bills were passed and authorized for payment. 

Lawrence reported at the June meeting that the Lloydminster guests were 
well pleased with the reception they received in Swift Current.Eileen read 
two cards of appreciation from the Pioneer Singers for the hospitality 
shown to them May 31. 

The Airdrie tour cleared $401.78 after expenses were deducted from 
the take at the door.Airdire and Delacour record sales amounted to $1643 
altogether. 

The Manitoba tour,however,went in the red.Income,less record sales, 
came to $5813.79.With expenses totalling $7599.77,the Fiddlers took a 
loss of $1785.98.Final record sales came to $3978. 


When two picnic tables and four chairs were donated to the Unit Section 


of the Pioneer Lodge, Dewayne and Ralph were chosen to purchase these items. 


The membership fee for the Social Club was raised from $10 to $15 per 
person,or $30 a couple,and $3 per person for those not holding memberships. 

It was agreed that doughnuts or slices,but no sandwiches,would be 
served at the Civic Centre socials.A basket for contributions would be placed 
on the lunch table,as before. 

Playing time at socials was changed to 8 - 10:30 P.M.,with a 10 minute 
break in between. 

Eunice retired as music director,and Harvey was asked to fill the vacancy. 

A vote of thanks was extended to Idabel Howes for volunteering to act 
on the uniform committee. 

An executive meeting was called September 19,with Ralph absent.Lawrence 
reported that he'd picked up 45 Swift Current pins from City Hall,and Eileen 
had mailed them to the Pioneer Singers,Fort Saskatchewan. 

A letter of appreciation from a Pioneer Lodge Wnit resident was read and 
acknowledged. 

Everyone seemed satisfied with program lists prepared by Harvey. 

Notices of the Annual Meeting,November 6,and the Christmas party,December 
8,were to be mailed to members. 

Lawrence had attended a Highway Traffic Board meeting,where he made a 
brief presentation as to why he thought Cliff Wright,Pennant should be 
permitted to operate a charter bus service from Swift Current.Details were 
not ironed out,but it was ascertained that a bus for the Watrous concert 
November 26 would be available. 

$500 was donated to the Golden West Manor,Swift Current.Another $500 
went to Family Services,Salvation Army,Swift Current. 

Eileen was to write to Golden Records,Ontario advising them to return 
all master tares of Fiddler albums to Swift Current as soon as possible. 

The meeting began at 2:00 P.M. November 6,1988,with all members in 
attendance.In his presidential address,Lawrence thanked everyone for their 
steadfast loyalty and support in 1988.The main group made 53 public 
appearances during 1988, and would be called upon to participate in Swift 
Current's 75th birthday festivities in 1989. It was decided by a show of 
hands that the decision to make a new record should be postponed awhile. 

The trip to Airdrie - Calgary in February was confirmed. 

The Fiddlers favored a North Saskatchewan tour,including the Red Barn, 
the first part of June,1989.Arrangements were to be done by Lawrence.It was 
agreed that concerts should be performed at nursing homes,with a midday 


meal for the group provided. 
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Eileen explained that considerable effort had been expended into putting 
together information dealing with the 'Fiddler'book.Personal histories were 
proofread.Write-ups on the annual summer tours were completed and ready to 
be proofread.However,she would not proceed any further unless there was 
genuine interest in the project.She was advised to carry on accumulating 
pictures and material for the manuscript until it was prepared for public- 
ation.A final decision about its outcome would be made at that time. 

After Lloyd Holden chaired the meeting for the election of officers, 
Lawrence was returned as President,Dewayne as Vice-President,and Eileen as 
Secretary-Treasurer.Cliff Hjermenrude's term as Director was expired.Three 
Choices brought the matter to a vote,in which Elvy Mickelson became the new 
director.Betty Biese and Pearl Hanson counted the ballots. 

Harvey was advised to include more pattern dances in his music program. 

Charge for dances in Swift Current was increased to $300,and $300 pilus 
mileage,out of town. 

All records,taken out of inventory by members,were to be paid for at 
time of purchase,and a refund allowed on those returned to inventory. 

At a November 30 executive meeting,Eileen disclosed that the February 
trip to Airdrie -Calgary was cancelled due to difficulty in getting hall 
reservations.Lawrence reported that work regarding the North Saskatchewan 
tour in June was already underway by Ross Lee,Maidstone. 

About 400 people attended the Watrous concert November 26,1988. 

Olive and Eileen were chosen to purchase door prizes for the Christmas 
party and the December social. 

A plaque honoring Bub Brightwell's 80th birthday December 6,was ordered, 
and would be presented to him on the night of the party. 

Fileen's work on the 'book' was continuing,and she hoped that a decision 
would be reached soon. 

Ralvh wished all plaques in his care to be returned to Eileen for safe- 
keeping. _ 

The next meeting was held at Eileen's home,with all members in attendance. 
Sunshine Records was sending another substantial cheque that would bring 
their overdue account down to a bearable level.Waldens and Draders had re- 
ordered.Their credit remained satisfactory. 

John Moffat,Bub Brightwell and Agatha Hanline were granted honorary 
memberships in the Swift Current Old time Fiddlers. 


Door prizes were to be purchased for the February 14 Valentine Dance at 
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the Civic Centre. 

Donations were made to the Alzheimers' Association, South West Ability 
Centre,the Heart Foundation,Save the Children Fund,Frontier Days and the Red 
Cross. 

The book was nearing completion.The next step would be to check and 


compare publisher prices. 


At the next executive meeting February 21,1989, Cliff Wright had quoted 
a $2800 bus rate for the June tour to the Red Barn near Edmonton. 

Joe Mickelson became an honorary member of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers Association. 

Due to other committments,the Fiddlers were unable to fill an engagement 
at the Ponteix 75th birthday celebration August 6,1989. 

Eunice Leifson and Idabel Howes were appointed as a committee to chose 
red skirts for the ladies in the group. Lawrence was advised to purchase a 
new pair of gray trousers,if necessary. 

The book was nearing completion.Fileen was instructed to contact firms 
at Medicine Hat,Regina,Saskatoon and Swift Current about production costs. 
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NOTE: 

Within a very short time,this book will be sent away to be published. 
To the ones who worked so hard to make it a reality,it's like a dream come 
true. Our history,of course, continues. We shall be performing at various 
places during the coming months.We shall be meeting old friends along the 
way who have supported and encouraged us all these years.Who knows? Perhaps 
someone will write a supplement pertaining to the years that still lie ahead. 
In the meantime,we senior citizens are having a great time giving whatever 
pleasure we can to people by using the talents still remaining to us. We 


Sincerely hope you have enjoyed this little effort! 


Executive Members - 1972 - 1989 


1972 
President - Lloyd Smith(moved away) - replaced by Peggy Horne. 
Past - President - none 
Vice - President - Ed Schwetgert 
Secretary-Treasurer -—- "Bub" Brightwell 
Directors - Ed MacCullum,Vance Hanline,Joe Mickelson,Adam Schick. 
Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick 


Lunch Committee - Winnie Hunter 


1973 
President - Peggy Horne 
Past President - Peggy Horne 
Vice - President - Ed Schweigert 
Secretary -Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell 
Directors —- Ed MacCullum,Vance Hanline,Joe Mickelson,Adam Schick 


Contests Committee - Ernie Oakman,Joe Mickelson. 


1974 
President - Ernie Oakman 
Past President - Peggy Horne 
Vice —- President - Joe Mickelson 
Secretary-Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell 
Directors - Adam Schick,Vance Hanline,Ivan Horner,Bob Steinborn. 
Membership Committee - Vance Hanline,Ivan Horner,Bob Steinborn. 


Entertainment Committee -—- Adam Schick 


1975 
President - Joe:Mickelson 
Past President - Ernie Oakman 
Vice-President - Peggy Horne 
Secretary -Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell 
Directors - Adam Schick,Bob Steinborn,Ivan Horner,Vance Hanline. 
Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick,Jake Thiesen 
Contests - Vance Hanline,Ernie Oakman,Stu Robertson. 
Membership Committee - Ivan Horner,Vance Hanline. 


General committee - Winnie Hunter,Bob Steinborn. 


1976 


President - Joe Mickelson 


Past President ~ Joe Mickelson 
Vice - President - Adam Schick 
Secretary -Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 


Directors - Adam Schick,Bob Steinborn,Ivan Horner,Vance Hanline. 


Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick,Jake Thiesen 


Membership Committee - Vance Hanline,Ivan Horner. 
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General Committee - Winnie Hunter,Bob Steinborn. 


Member Registration - Peggy Horne. 


1977 
President - Joe Mickelson 


Past President - Joe Mickelson 


Vice - President -Adam Schick. 

Secretary - Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 

Directors - Adam Schick,Bob Steinborn,Charlie Schofield,Ivan Horner,Vance 
Hanline,Archie Wells. 

Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick,Jake Thiesen,Bob Steinborn. 

Membership Committee - Ivan Horner,Archie Wells,Bub Brightwell. 


Dance Committee - Archie Wells,Bob Steinborn,Elvy Mickelson. 


1978 
President - Adam Schick 
Past President - Joe Mickelson 
Vice - President - Harvey Peacock 
secretary - Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 
Directors - Adam Schick,Bob Steinborn,Charles Schofield,Ivan Horner,Vance 


Hanline,Archie Wells. 


Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick,Jake Thiesen,Bob Steinborn. 
Membership Committee - Ivan Horner,Archie Wells,Bub Brightwell. 


Dance Committee Archie Wells,Elvy Mickelson,Bob Steinborn. | 


1979 


President - Harvey Peacock | 
Past President - Adam Schick | 


Vice -President - Charlie Schofield 


Secretary - Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 

Directors - Adam Schick,Bob Steinborn,Charlie Schofield, Ivan Horner,Vance 
Hanline,Archie Wells. 

Entertainment Committee - Adam Schick,Jake Thiesen,Bob Steinborn. 

Membership Committee - Ivan Horner,Archie Wells,Bub Brightwell. 


Dance Committee - Archie Wells,Bob Steinborn,Elvy Mickelson. 


1980 
President - Ivan Horner 
Secretary - Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 
Social Committee - Lawrence Schatkoski,Jake Thiesen,Charlie Schofield,Ora 
Wetterstrand,Marj Peacock. 
Program Events - Lang Shaw,Bob Steinborn,Elvy Mickelson,Archie Wells. 
Special Program Committee - Ivan Horner 
Bylaw Committee - Harvey Peacock,Lang Shaw,Bob Steinborn,Lawrence Schatkoski, 
Isabelle Schofield. 


1981 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Ivan Horner 
Vice - President - Bob Steinborn 
secretary -Treasurer - "Bub" Brightwell. 


Directors - Ora Wetterstrand,Harvey Peacock,Archie Wells. 

Music Program - Edgar and Ora Wetterstrand,Bob Steinborn 

Telephone Committee - Verena Schatkoski,Olive Hjermenrude,Eileen Holden. 
Wardrobe Committee - Marj Peacock,Wes Howes. 


Kitchen Committee - Jake Thiesen,Idabel Howes,Olive Hjermenrude. 


1982 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski. 
Vice - President - Bob Steinborn 
Secretary -Treasurer - Eileen Holden 


Directors - Ora Wetterstrand,Harvey Peacock,Archie: Welis. 


1963 


President - Lawrence Schatkoski 


Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - President - Bob Steinborn 
Secretary - Treasurer - Eileen Holden 


Directors - Archie Wells,Ora Wetterstrand,Dewayne Leifson. 


Record #6 Committee - Bob Steinborn,Chairman;later - Eunice Leifson,Archie 


Wells,Ora Wetterstrand,Archie Smiley,Lloyd Holden,Wes Howes. 


1984 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - President - Bob Steinborn 
Secretary - Treasurer - Eileen Holden. 


Direcotrs - Dewayne Leifson,Wes Howes,Archie Wells. 


1985 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 


Vice - President -Bob Steinborn. 


Secretary - Treasurer - Eileen Holden. 
Directors - Dewayne Leifson,Wes Howes,Ralph Biese. 
1986 


President - Lawrence Schatkoski 

Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - President - Dewayne Leifson 
Secretary -Treasurer -Eileen Holden 


Directors - Cliff Hjermenrude,Wes Howes,Ralph Biese. 


1987 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - President - Dewayne Leifson. 
SEcretary - Treasurer - Eileen Holden 


Birectors - Wes Howes,Ralph Biese,Cliff Hjermenrude. 


1988. 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - President - Dewayne Leifson 
secretary _— Treasurer - Eileen Holden 


Directors - Wes Howes,Cliff Hjermenrude, and Raitph Biese 


1989 
President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Past President - Lawrence Schatkoski 
Vice - Presdient - Dewayne Leifson. 
secretary -Treasurer - Eileen Holden. 


Directors - Wes Howes,Ralph Biese,€lvy Mickelson 


Joyce Aldag 

My twin sister Jean and I were born in the Shaunavon Hospital.We lived 
on a farm east of town with our parents Carl and Edith Smith. 

My mother played the piano and my father strummed the guitar.Jean took 
an interest in the violin and I plucked away on the banjo and guitar.In 
later years I became interested in the piano when Jean was playing with the 
Carson Orchestra and Mrs.Marshall decided to give up piano playing.It so 
happened,therefore,that Cliff and Roy Carson,Elsie Marshall,Clive Smith, 
Jean and I were part of the band in 1941.During the war years,three of the 
boys were in the Services.In the early 50s Roy Carson and Clive Smith 
passed away due to war injuries.Elsie Marshall moved away from Shaunavon 
and Milton Wilkins joined our group.Jean and her husband Jerome left for B.C. 
in 1947 and returned in 1956. 

While I worked at the hospital from 1941 until 1954,the early years 
were the most difficult.After working twelve hours,then travelling to some 
designated place to play for a dance, and arriving home just in time to go 
to work,proved extremely exhausting.Several of those nights meant playing 
until two or three o'clock in the morning. 

Except for entertaining at bridal showers and for folks that we had 
played at their wedding dance for,and who were celebrating their wedding 
anniversary,we gave up the music world during the 60s. 

From 1954 until 1979 I worked at the Shaunavon Clinic,where there were 
a total of twenty one doctors working around the clock.1t was quite an 
experience for me,but I am grateful to have had a a 

In July,1985 Rudy and I moved to Swift Current.Sometime in November I 
met Eunice Leifson whom I had not seen for many years.She invited me to 
come to her home for a jam session with some of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers.Later,I was asked to join them to play for a dance and to attend 
their annual Christmas party. 

In January,1986 Rudy and I officially joined the group.I have truly 
enjoyed playing with them as they are great people to be with.Both Rudy and 
I have been uplifted and gratified through travelling with them all,and to 
have had the opportunity to enjoy their visits and many friendly overtures. 
We hope they will continue with their many worthwhile projects. 

Jean and I are grateful that we inherited a small bit of musical talent 


from our parents.Our only regret is that we were unable to take music lessons 


so we could play the way we would like to do.Music has been a door to many 


experiences,and therefore,a great and important part of our lives. 


Rudy Aldag 


I was born in Bickleton,Washington,U.S.A. and moved to Canada with my 
parents when I was six months old. 

We lived on a farm twenty miles south of Gull Lake,so my early years 
were spent helping with the farm work. 

In the early 40s I worked as a mechanic in the Ford Garage in 
Shaunavon,owned by Chris Jensen.I then entered welding school in Regina to 
obtain certification and returned to Shaunavon,then to Climax for a total 
of ten years.An opportunity arose to work at Smith Motors for the Ford 
Mercury dealership at Lethbridge,Alberta.Later I left for Taber,Alberta 
and worked as Service Manager and foreman at Superior Motors. 

Twenty years later,which was 1959,I retired from garage work to go to 
barber school.I returned to Saskatchewan to take up residence in Eastend, 
and retired from barbering in 1979. 

Joyce and I married in 1975 and lived in Shaunavon until July,1985 
when we moved to Swift Current.After a year of living in a suite,we 
bought a home. 

In January,1986 we joined the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers and 
Joyce plays the piano with the group.I do what I can with equipment 
and driving. 

I must say that these folks are truly a great organization anda 
real joy to travel with. 


In Memoriam: Rudy Aldag passed away August 23,1987. 


Ralph Biese 


I was born July 17,1915 and grew up on the farm about ten miles north- 
west of Swift Current that my father homesteaded in 1908. 

When I waS a small boy,my parents would go to schoolhouse dances and 
Surprise parties in the winter time.I loved to listen to the musicians 
playing. | 

In those days, a few local instrumentalists played at dances.Bob Steinborn 
and his brothers formed one group.Bob played the fiddle,Bill strummed the 
banjo and Lou performed on the piano.Bob's father was a left-handed fiddler 
and used to join in as well.Harry Davison,Sid Woodward and Jim Fields 
formed another group.My cousins,the Williamsons, - Hank,Arnold,Bill,MaryAnn, 
and Virginia used to play at North View,Belvedere,Cantuar,Flats,Ruskin,Beverly 
and Prairieville. 

I was an only child,and no music such as gramaphone,radio or recorders 
Was available.With neither of my folks being musical,my hopes of ever 
learning music were pretty slim.When I was about nine,my dad bought me a 3/4 
size fiddle from the Eatons catalogue.I used to squeak and squawk on that 
fiddle until my parents would get disgusted and tell me to put it away. 

I acquired a mouth organ and practiced on it.My first tune was 'Mary 
Had A Little Lamb! andi carried on from there. 

In the 30's I took fiddle lessons from Hazel Andrews,now Mrs.Bob Steinborn. 
I was able to read notes a little,but I should have kept on with my lessons. 

I was a loner.After getting a banjo,I used to play the mouth organ and banjo 
together in the winter time.I also had a guitar.As the mouth organ was C 
chord,I just had to play C chord.I made a hexagon instrument that sounded 
like a mandolin when it was played.It was a good pasttime.At Christmas time 
we would play a tune or two on the program,then play for the dance later on. 

I entered fiddling contests at the South Side Ratepayers Hall and felt 
lucky to get ribbons those days.I managed to get firsts, seconds and thirds 
in different events on different occasions,also ribbons at Morse,Eastend 
and Pennant.Clarence Leshures accompanied me on the piano.The judges were 
behind curtains,and all you had was a number to identify you. 

I helped Lawrence Schatkoski a time or two to decorate the stage at the 
CJUFB TV station for the fiddling contests which were held there.I entered one 
of their contest once,but didn't get anywhere.You can't drop out from playing 
for years and expect to compete with those who play regularly.At a Jaywalkers' 
Jamboree celebration a number of years ago,I played on a hayrack in front of 


Ivy Horner's business establishment on Main Street.Ivy and Bub Brightwell 


were there,but I can't recall the names of anyone else. 


It was through Ivy Horner's encouragement that I joined the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers in the winter of 1979 -80.I had to learn a lot of tunes,and 
I didn't really know that many.The Fiddlers had already cut their third record 
when I became a member.When they started their fourth record,I would practice 
for hours to learn the tunes.The fifth,sixth,seventh and eighth called for a 
lot of practice,too,but they were fun to record and we learned in the process. 
Of course, we were pleased when the public accepted our efforts so well when 
they hit the market later on. 

In the summer of 1980,a1l1 of the fiddlers who could get away toured the 
south-east and north-east part of Saskatchewan,and made a trip into the 
north-west portion in 1981.We travelled into Alberta in 1982,and changed to 
Manitoba for 1983,1984 and 1985.We returned to Alberta in 1986.By splitting 
up into two groups under different MCs,we played at nursing homes and old 
folks'homes in the afternoons,and joined as a group to play somewhere 
else for a dance at night. 

A small group of us play once a month at the Palliser Hospital,Heritage 
Towers,Pioneer Lodge and the Activity Centre in Swift Current besides the 
Gull Lake Special Care Centre.We know the residents look forward to our coming, 
and we enjoy making them happy. 

I have been a member of the Fiddler executive since 1984. 

We moved to Swift Current in May,1971,but I still go out to the farm 
in the summertime to give my two sons a hand.City life is not really for me. 
It's really lucky for me that it is only a fifteen minute drive to the farm! 

All the gang are a real good bunch to be with,and we get along 
extremely well.It has been an honor and a pleasure for me to have been a part 


of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 


Bub Brightwell 


I was born twenty-five miles south-east of Brandon in the county of Clarke, 
in what became known as Wawanesa,Manitoba. My mother was born and raised 
there,and married Fred C.Brightwell in 1901.Four of six sons were born there. 
I,their fourth,was born in 1908. 

Father left Port Hope,Ontario to take up farming in Manitoba about 1897. 
In 1905 he decided to move further west,and eventually settled in Swift 
Current,where he purchased a half section of land.Part of that land is now 
the Swift Current Airport. 

He continued to farm in Manitoba,and as time permitted,to make improve- 
ments to the land in Swift Current.By 1909 he had managed to build a house 
and other necessary buildings and had cultivated about 200 acres. 

In 1909 the entire family moved to their new home in Swift Current.We 
were raised there along with two other brothers that arrived later.In time 
we were known as'the Brightwell boys'.I contacted infantile paralysis in 1909 
and was required to remain under doctor's care for several years.When I 
reached school age,I was unable to walk.My father and the local blacksmith 
Billy Robertson came up with a brace for my leg which enabled me to walk and 
attend school.I received my primary education at Bode School and completed 
my high school in Swift:Current.Prior to retirement,I was employed by the 
Sask.Government,Department of Highways as the Shop Foreman. 

All of the family were blessed with musical ability except for one brother 
who had a tin ear.My father, a good fiddler,came from a family with musical 
talent.Mother,also blessed with a musical background,played several 
instruments,including the old pump organ,piano,fiddle and autoharp.I played 
in fiddle contests as early as 1934 against such outstanding fiddlers as 
Walter Robinson and others of equal ability. I won some and lost some. 

I began playing for dances in the Bode School when I was about 16.In 1933 
a group known as 'The Soil Drifters' was formed,with members Frank Hooey, 
fiddle,Esther Hooey,piano,Alex Hanson,banjo and fiddle and Bub Brightwell, 
fiddlie.Frank Hooey and Alex Hanson have passed on.Esther Hooey became Mrs. 
Esther Haughian and lives in Swift Current.I live in Swift Current.As a band, 
we played at many halls in and around Swift Current. 

I became involved with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers in the 1960s 
when an association of fiddlers calling themselves 'The Saskatchewan Fiddlers' 
was formed.Lloyd Smith was its president and I,its secretary-treasurer.If my 
memory hasn't failed me,Bob Steinborn,Adam Schick,Vance Hanline and Harvey 


Peacock were directors.I do recall that the name'Saskatchewan Fiddlers' 


——— = 


was chosen for the new organization,and that the membership fee would be $5. 
19 members joined that day,leaving $95 in the kitty. 

Another group called 'The Prairie Fiddlers' was formed in 1978 to assure 
that there were enough senior citizens as directors in the organization to 
qualify us for the new Horizons grant.Records 1 and 2 were produced under that 
name.In 1979 the Saskatchewan Fiddlers,the Swift Current Fiddling Association 
and these same Prairie Fiddlers amalgamated to become what is now known as 
the 'Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers'. I still retain membership in the 
group although a couple of major heart attacks forced me to vacate the 
position of secretary-treasurer that I'd held,beginning with the Saskatchewan 
Fiddiers' Association. 

I am a widower and reside in the same house in Swift Current that my wife 
Ruby and I purchased in 1946.Pearl Hanson, a kind and loving friend,took on 
the job of nursing me back to health after my release from the hospital.With 
a death penalty hanging over my head,and many setbacks to overcome,she 
performed the remarkable task of caring for me until I rallied.On countless 
occasions,if she heard a sound in the night from my room,she'd be at my 
door to inguire if I was all right.If I was,she went back to bed.If I was not, 
she called the ambulance and I went back to the hospital and intensive care. 

Pearl's care and determination finally paid off and I was able, toa 
lesser extent,to take an active part with the Fiddlers when they played in 
and around the city.When she felt I could manage on my own,Pearl returned 
to her own farm home and family,but we are still the best of friends.I shall 
never forget what she has done for me nor be able to thank her enough. 

I remember with pleasure my participation with the groups that were 
actually forerunners to the present association.I've certainly enjoyed the 
years I've spent with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.I believe we have 
made many worthwhile contributions to the city,and they to us. 

Certainly, the City graciously allowed us free use of the Civic Centre 
Auditorium, provided it hadn't already been rented out,when we made our first 
attempt to organize.We were charged a minimum of $5 a night when we began 
holding our dances in the Civic Centre,a fee,I am sure,that did not cover 
the cost of the power and the use of other facilities at our disposal.Without 
their generous help and support,we may never have got started. 

Nor would we have achieved the success we share today without the drive 


and inspiration provided by Ivy and Elizabeth Horner in those early years. 
The Horners opened their home to anyone and everyone who wished to attend 


those first meetings - and always served a delicious lunch to them all at 
their own expense at the conclusion of these meetings. I Sincerely believe 
that Ivy's dedication to preserving and promoting old time fiddling did 
more than any individual or group of individuals I know about to reach 
the standards still practiced by the Fiddlers today.Although both Ivy and 
Elizabeth have passed away,I cannot praise their memory enough. 

It was Ivy and Elizabeth Horner,Adam Schick,Eleanor Johnson and I,and 
occasionally,Bob Steinborn,who,with the appreciative backing of Terry Newton, 
hospital supervisor,began providing entertainment for the residents at the 
Palliser Hospital on a regular monthly basis.The practice spread to other 
institutions,and today a small group of old time fiddlers,under the guidance 
of Jake Thiesen,play once a month at the Pioneer Lodge,Activity Centre, 
Heritage Towers and the Gull Lake Special Care Centre as well.Jake's group 
consists of Isabelle Schofield,her husband,Charlie,Elvy Mickelson,Dewayne and 
Eunice Leifson and me.Sometimes others will volunteer to play. 

I can only repeat that,without the iniative and tenacity of Ivy Horner,th: 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers would not have become the successful venture 
it is today. 


His dream came true - in full measure! 


Beth Dahl 


As a wife of one of the musicians in the Old Time Fiddlers,I have 
enjoyed all the activities and events I have been involved in.I have 
especially looked forward to the tours. 

The group is a pleasure to travel with,and the people we meet are 
always so interesting and hospitable. 

I would especially like to commend Lawrence on the wonderful job he 
has always done to organize all of this.Without his time and effort,the group 
could not continue to be the success that it is.His kindness and 
consideration has always made me feel most welcome. 

The Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers,along with their wives and husbands, 
are like a big,happy family,and I have been pleased to be associated 
with all of them. 


Lavone Smiley and Beth Dahl 


playing cribbage. 


Ingolf Dahl 


I was born and raised in the Robsart district.I attended school at White- 
mud,a country school two and one half miles from home,and later went to 
Robsart.When I was through school,I helped with the work on my father's farm. 

As far back as I can remember,I loved music, and the accordion seemed 
to have a special appeal to me.My older brother owned a small piano accordion 
and I would use that whenever I could. 

One of things I wanted at that time was a full-sized accordion(120 bass), 
but,during the 30's,times were hard and money scarce.At that time a full 
sized accordion was listed at about $120 in the Eaton catalogue,so the 
prospect of owning one seemed quite hopeless.However,I decided to begin 
putting away some money and maybe,eventually,be able to get one.After a 
year or two of doing odd jobs,and trapping and hunting rabbits,I was able to 
send $117 to Eatons for my first full size accordion. 

We were too far from town to take music lessons,so,when one of my friends 
completed his U.S. School of Music course for accordion,I bought it.With it, 

I did learn to read music well enough to the extent that it has been a big help 

My younger brother played banjo,so we played together a lot.Soon we were 
playing for schoolhouse dances and house parties around the country.A little 
later we played with a group in Robsart.In those days it seemed like a lot of 
people played an instrument of some sort.I guess,with no TV to watch,and 
other entertainment being scarce,it left more time for music. 

In 1939 I rented some land and helped my dad and older brother in return 
for the use of their equipment.In 1941 I met Beth Zentner,and a year later, 
we were marrie:l in Aptildm 1945,after being in the Services for three and one 
half years,I took over my dad's farm.In 1949 our daughter Diane was born,and, 
in 1951,our son Barry was born.Diane lives in Regina and Barry is on the farm. 

Archie Smiley would take me along to fiddling contests.I would chord for 
him on the piano while he played the fiddle.I enjoyed playing with Archie.I 
found it easy to play with him.I believe this is actually what led me to 
becoming a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.So,thanks to Archie! 

In the fall of '81,we were coming home from a contest in Swift Current, 
and Archie suggested I see about joining the Fiddlers.At first I was a pit 
dubious about it.It seemed like a lot of driving,but then,with the two of us 
driving, we could take turns,so that didn't seem quite so bad.Anyway,I applied 
and was accepted.Beth and I have enjoyed being part of such a fine group. 

It has been our organizations' good fortune to have had such a fine leader 


as Lawrence Schatkoski.The success of the Fiddlers can be attributed,to a 


large extent,to him. 


We are still actively involved with farming,but have been living in Maple 


Greek during the winters since 1982. 


Mervin Ennis 


I was born and raised in Treherne,Manitoba.My parents,originally from 
Saskatchewan,moved to Manitoba in the 1930s. 

I worked in Saskatchewan on several occasions,and felt just about as 
much at home there as in Manitoba. 

Work took me to Swift Current in the spring of 1983.During my two and 
one half years in Swift Current,a brief year and half was spent participating 
in the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers group. 

A newspaper ad inviting new and younger recruits to carry on in future 
years stirred my interest.The objective was to introduce younger people into 
the group.My wife Faye persuaded me to respond to the ad,knowing my interest 
in fiddle music.I did not feel qualified to play with such an elite group. 
Responding to the ad led to playing at: vartous-nursing: hemes,senior 
citizens homes and activity clubs in the area with Jake Thiesen's group. 

It was Bob Steinborn who finally invited me to play with the main group. 
The first big appearance and 'thrill of a lifetime' was playing with all of 
them at one of their regular monthly dances at the Civic Centre.Shortly 
thereafter,I was accepted as a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 
at an age twenty years junior to the average age of seventy. 

As a young boy I was fascinated by ‘fiddle players',and was often seen 
sitting near the dance orchestra in awe.My father could scratch out the odd 
recognizable tune on the violin.I remember him bringing home a used violin 
for my mother to play.The price was $3,and after minor repairs,it was in 
playing condition. I still have that violin in my possession.My mother was 
more musical than my father,and could soon play well enough to entertain, 
along with my oldest brother,who strummed the guitar.Other neighborhood 
musicians also joined in. 

My mother's musical ability enabled her to point out the basics of 
playing the violin,and,when I was about 10 years old,she wrote out the notes 
in letter form to the tune 'You Are My Sunshine'.Well! The fun began!The 
dogs howled,the cats left home, and the comments from the family were anythinc 
but encouraging.It was a long,drawn-out affair,trying to co-ordinate 
fingering and bowing to produce this first tune in identifiable style. 
Several months elapsed before a second tune was mastered.Boyhood Friends, 
family and neighbors remember this gruelling experience. 

Later learning experiences included a single violin lesson from a music 
teacher in Winnipeg.All previous knowledge of the violin was to be ignored, 


and fundamentals of this first lesson was to learn bowing technique.This 


was to be done through daily practice sessions.The other residents of the 
boarding house where I stayed could not tolerate the racket they heard each 
evening before bed-time.There were no further violin lessons, and the violin 
was not touched again for approximately twelve years. 

Finally,a group of home-town musicians got together to entertain at local 
pubs after licenced beverage rooms were introduced.The old time music was 
enjoyed by patrons of the time,but its popularity waned when the legal 
drinking age was changed from 21 to 18 in 1975.The younger patrons demanded 
a different type of music. 

Interest in the violin was rekindled when I joined the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddlers.I have many fond memories of my associaation with this group. 
Entertaining at senior citizens homes provided a special satisfaction for I 
was playing tunes that had been favorites in their younger years.I made 
every effort to participate in all functions of the group,and enjoyed them all 
Playing for dances in neighboring communities was very enjoyable.I derived 
considerable gratification from taking part in the 1985 Manitoba tour as 
the Swift Current Old Time fiddlers played in Treherne, my home town. 

The rehearsing and recording of record #7,Winter Wonderland,in Saskatoon 
waS a new and exciting experience for me,as was the making of their first 
video tape later that year. 

In the fall of 1985 my work took me back to Manitoba, forcing my departure 
from the group.However,an Alberta tour had been scheduled,and they invited 
me to accompany them on this trip.This invitation was welcome and very 
much enjoyed.Good times were had on the bus tours,which provided an abundance 
of merriment,particularly in the back seats! I also enjoyed reminiscing with 
fellow members in the hospitality suites following the dances. 

My wife and I moved to Killarney,Manitoba in the fall of 1985.Following 
my return to Manitoba,I decided to form a group similar to the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers.The experience gained through the participation with them 
was a tremendous asset to me in the formation and operational aspects of 
this new group. 

While playing with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers,I became interested 
in collecting and repairing violins,a hobby which I have enlarged upon, 


and now have on private display a collection of twenty of these instruments. 


Gerald Funk 

I was born in Beaver Flat,Saskatchewan,the oldest child of Ed and 
Linda Funk.I took most of my public school education in Gouidtown.My 
high school years were spent in Hodgeville. 

I developed an interest in music at a very early age,first playing 
with sticks,then a toy violin.It was great fun copying the things my 
father did on the violin.Bad taught children how to play by note,but,at 
age eleven,I preferred playing by ear.For a time I played with my cousins 
in the Riverview Band and was later pleased to join a band in Hodgeville 
for awhile. 

After moving to Swift Current,I accompanied Jake Thiesen of the Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers to a fiddling contest in Kindersley,Sask.in 
1980. I could hardly believe my good fortune when I won a trophy and 
$50 in cash. 

My mother and Mrs.Emma Miller encouraged me to join the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers.Jake Thiesen used to pick me up and take me to the 
Civic Centre to play with the group.I was obliged to withdraw from the 
orchestra for reasons of health and really missed the companionship and 
goodwill of everyone. 

The biggest highlight of the entire experience with the Fiddlers 
was being able to participate in the recording session of albums #4 and 
5 at Studio West in Saskatoon.It was a thrill I shall never forget. 
Everyone was so friendly and patient.The professional staff were very 
courteous and made us all feel at home.in the studio. 

Since leaving the Fiddlers,I have taken part on several occasions 
in the jam sessions at the Imperial Hotel,Swift Current.I used to enjoy 
taking part with Jake Thiesen's group when they visited the Pioneer 
Lodge and the O1d Folks' home in Swift Current.Most of alli,though,I 
look-forward to the day when I might play with the Fiddlers again - 


perhaps,at the Civic Centre? 


Larry Gould 

I was born and raised in the Cantuar district and farmed a short time 
before leaving the farm.I took various jobs such as working in the oil 
fields to doing sheet metal work in Swift Current. 

In 1967 I married Faye Rude,daughter of Harold and Rosie Rude from Rush 
Lake.After a year of work in Thompson Auto Supplies,I took a job with the 
Department of Agriculture at the Research Station,Swift Current,where I 
have been until the present time. 

In the course of the past nineteen years,we have raised two boys,Kevin, 
who graduated from Grade X11 in 1986 from Swift Current Comprehensive High 
School, and Trevor,who is now attending Swift Current Comprehensive High 
School in Grade Xl. 

I have been playing the guitar since I was a kid and have never taken 
guitar lessons other than a few chords I learned from my dad and brother. 

I also played in a dance band with Ed McCallam.I helped Bob Steinborn 
play for some dances and gradually worked my way into the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers. 

Unfortunately,not being retired like most of the Old Time Fiddlers,and 
trying to farm,raise kids and work at a steady job,I was not able to attend 
all of their functions.I was obliged to drop out,much to my sorrow,as I 
did enjoy the sociability as well as the music.I also enjoyed the recording 
sessions in Saskatoon.It is quite impressive to see the equipment in 
recording studios and to see how records are made. 


In later years,I hope I will be able to participate more, and be able 


to attend some of their fine tours the Fiddlers go on,as I'm sure they'd 


be a good time. 


Larry Gould,far right,guitar, |! 
recording 'Lasting Memories' 
Studio West,Saskatoon 


Agatha Hanline 


I was born July 19,1912. 

I lived around Claydon,Sask. until 1942 when I moved with my husband and 
three daughters to Eastend,where I still reside.During the next six years,our 
three sons were born. There are now thirty-eight in our family. 

I worked for Sask Tel from 1959 to 1965,when the phones went on the dial 
system. 

For two years Vance and I owned a soft ice cream stand in Eastend,then 
sold it. 

I worked for the Eastend Enterprise for three years and retired in 1977. 

I travelled with Vance to the many meetings organizing the Swift Current 
Fiddling Association.After the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association 
was formed in 1979,I continued as a member,and have been involved for a 
total of twenty years. 

Vance made a 'Gut Bucket' (bass tub),which I took and played on the 
first tour with the Fiddlers in 1980.I still play with them as much as 
possible. 

Every tour has been enjoyed to the fullest - even to having a suite with 
no bathroom door! 


I have enjoyed being a member of the 'best group in the world’. 


Agatha Hanline,on her ‘Gut Bucket' 


recording session,album #8 


Vance Hanline 


Vance Hanline was born at Waskada,Manitoba on September 24,1904,and came 
to Saskatchewan in 1910. He worked at grain elevator construction from 1923 
to 1925.Then he went farming north of Loomis and at Claydon until 1942.He 
worked in a garage until 1945,then ran road equipment for the Provincial 
Government until 1950.Then he and a partner formed the S & H Construction 
Companv building roads,dams and dugouts until 1965. 

He began to play the fiddle at the age of nineteen,but said it was hope- 
less and gave it up.In 1967 fiddle interest revived and he joined the Swift 
Current Fiddling Association and played in the Swift Current contests for 
the fun of playing,and also accompanying on the piano. 

He motored in to all the meetings in Swift Current and provided his 
willing support to the contest planning.At the contests he was always ready 
to help in any way possible. 

He took an active part in the fiddlers' contests at Eastend for the 
Wolf Willow Lodge Fund. He organized and supervised the activity and is 
credited with its success during its five years of operation. | 

In the fiddle - world,he was known as the ‘lead-off man'.Because he was 
always on time,and usually the first to register,he could thus enjoy the rest 
of the evening while the rest of the contestants sweat it out. 

He continued to work for, and with,the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 


until he passed away on October 8,1980. 


Vance Hanline 


Pearl Hanson 


I was accepted as a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 
sometime about 1983. I had gone to many dances put on by the Saskatchewan 
Fiddlers Association in the 60s.They were the beginning of the Old Time 
Fiddlers,consisted of Ivy Horner,Elizabeth Horner,Bub Brightwell1,Bob 
Steinborn,Peggy Horne and a few more that I wasn't too well acquainted 
with.At that time we thought that was real good music.Since that time, 
they have enlarged their orchestra,and it is real beautiful music.It's 
really fantastic to be playing in these larger centres, and to be 
congratulated like they were in Saskatoon and other places. 

A real good deed that a small group of the Old Time Fiddlers do,which 
is very seldom mentioned,is to play for the shut-ins every Monday.The 
group are Jake Thiesen,Bub Brightwell,Ralph Biese,Elvy Mickelson,Isabel 
Schofield and a few others.Charlie Schofield is a real good sport and 
dances with all the women who can still dance.This group plays at the 
Palliser the first Monday,the Nursing Home the second Monday,and at the 
Gull Lake Nursing Home the fourth Monday.They play at the Pioneer Lodge 
on the third Monday.They do all this free of charge, and because they 
have the goodwill to make these people happy or brighten their day.These 
shut-ins really appreciate them.They clap and sing when a tune comes they 
know, and they all look forward to them coming. 

All in all,we are all happy and proud of our Swift Current 01d Time 


Fiddlers and their wonderful management and success they have made. 


Clifford Hjermenrude 
I was born and raised in the Leinan District of Saskatchewan.My parents 


Clarence and Alma Hjermenrude farmed there.My mother had six children by a 


previous marriage, and they were all musical.My brothers all played violin, 


and the girls played piano,so there was music in out home from the time I 


was born. 


When I was eight years old,I played at Christmas concerts and house 


parties.Later I played at schoolhouse dances.t 


crowd wouldn't knock me over. 


stood on a chair so the 


In the 30's and 40's I chorded the piano for my brother Carl Riise at 
the Fiddling Contests at the Southside Hall in Swift Current.In 1966 and 


1977 we played over the local TV station CJFB.These contests were sponsored 


by our old time fiddling association.Later the 
Legion Hall.I participated, but didn't win any 
involvement . 

When the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association 
and played for the socials at the Civic Centre 


possible. 


contests were held in the 


prizes,but enjoyed the 


was formed in 1972,I joined 


and at the Activity Centre,when 


In 1979,when the second record was made,I was given time off by my boss 
at the Department of Highways so I could take part. 


In 1982 I retired from my job at Department of Highways,which I had for 


28 and 1/2 years,so I have been able to be more involved with the group. 


At present I am director of the Swift Current O1d Time Fiddlers.I collect 


Cardboard boxes and cut them up for our secretary-treasurer to wrap the 


records and tapes for mailing, and help out whenever I can. 


Cliff Hjermenrude 


Olive Hjermenrude 


I was born and raised in the Whitehall District near Success,Sask. My 
parents Ellwood and Lucinda Pretty farmed in the district on 36-17-15-W3. 

I was the third of four girls,Pearl,Hazel,Olive and Ruby. We went to 
a one-room country school where the Christmas concerts and the Friday night 
dances were the highlights of my teen years. 

My dad was usually the floor manager at our school dances,and he used 
to step-dance for the crowd. 

My mother loved square-dancing as she came from a small town near Ottawa, 
Ontario where they did a lot of square-dancing. 

At our Christmas concerts my sister Pearl and I used to the Highland 
Fling.We had crepe paper dresses of red and black.Agnes and Earl Anderson 
used to play for our concerts.Agnes is now Mrs.Ernie Oakman,and has been 
a Supporting member of our group. 

In October,1942 I married Cliff Hjermenrude of the Leinan District of 
Sask.,a violin player.We raised six children,four boys and two girls.We 


have lived in Swift Current since 1952. 


I got involved with the Saskatchewan Fiddlers Association in 1973 when the 


group had their socials at the Civic Centre,and have been a supporting member 
ever since.I'm not a musician,but I love old time music,and I love to dance. 

My first tour with the group was in July to North Battleford Museum,where 
the group played for 'Those Were The Days'. 

On October,1979 the group made a movie in the old Turnhill School at 
the Fairgrounds.Clifford and I participated. 

I enjoy touring with the group.You see so many different places and 
meet so many interesting people.The fellowship is great,and we look out for 
each other.I think the group learns more than new tunes,they're learning to 
co-operate and get along together. 

We girls do our part by selling records and tapes when on tour and at 
out-of-town dances. 

At our monthly socials at the Civic Centre,I help take money at the door, 
and take my turn in the kitchen.On ocassion,on tour,I pay the bills and keep 
track of record sales when our secretary-treasurer is unable to attend. 

I've also been on the phoning committee of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers since 1980. 


Eileen Holden 


My growing up years began on a Saskatchewan farm in 'the dirty 30s'. 
Most of my high school education was obtained through correspondence courses 
and by working for my board in Swift Currnet.Following my discharge from the 
Royal Canadian Air Force(Women's Division) in 1944,I took up residence with 
my husband on his parents'farm in the Neidpath,Sask. area. 

As a youngster,I was exposed to very little musical entertainment .Dad 
would listen to the 'Iowa Barn Dance' and other shows on his battery- 
operated radio,but we children were not permitted to tune in programs of our 
choice.On one occasion,I remember being very surprised to discover that Dad 
couid actually play 'Red Wing' on a beat-up old harmonica he'd dug up from 
somewhere.Students were supposed to sing in our local Christmas concerts, 
but I coutd not carry a tune and only mouthed the words. 

Over the years,my husband played his accordion at the occasional dance 
in the neighborhood.I seldom accompanied him to these functions.After 
all,it seemed inconvenient to go out when there were young fry at home. 
Otherwise, we rarely went to a dance at all. 

In the fall of 1977 I broke my right elbow in a farm accident and was 
required to make daily trips to the Swift Current Union Hospital for physio- 
therapy treatments.To make certain that I'd be able to continue the therapy 
that winter,my husband rented a minute-sized apartment in Swift Current.We 
lived in rented accomodations for the next three winters,then decided to 
purchase a modest little bungalow of our own in 1981. 

We were accepted into the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers in 1980. 
Immediately,we were included in plans for a Celebrate Saskatchewan tour that 
June which was to cover several places in South-East and North-East Sask- 
atchewan.Something new and exciting seemed to happen every day to make the 
entire tour a real thrill for me.I scarcely knew the names of the members, 
yet they were so warm and friendly that I soon felt right at home. We've 
taken many enjoyable tours since that time,but I believe the joy and wonder 
of that first trip with the Fiddlers will remain one of my most cherished 
memories. 

Olive Hjermenrude and I acted as Coffee Committee at the Civic Centre 
socials throughout the season of 1981.It wasn't until we were relieved of 
our duties in the kitchen that we realized the error of our ways.As I was 
the taller of the two,I should have been cleaning the coffee urns.Olive, 


who is short,would have been more comfortable cleaning the counters! 
That fall,Lloyd informed me that the group appeared quite interested 


in finding out 'just when we'd be moving to town'.I simply assumed that his 


services as an accordionist were needed on a more regular basis, and was 
happy for his sake.How wrong I was! At the November social,I was approached 
by two Fiddler members at separate intervals during the evening with what 
seemed a most unusual request at the time.Would I act as Secretary-Treasurer 
for the group next term? After ten years of faithful service,Bub Brightwell 
wanted to retire. 

My curiosity and the desire to meet a new challenge finally overruled 
my panic,and I agreed to replace Bub on a 'wait-and-see' basis.Throughout 
the next several weeks,Bub provided endless help and moral support whenever 
I became confused or bogged down with details. I am sure that I tried his 
patience unmercifully at times! Still,I am very grateful for all the willing 
and kindly advice he gave me during that bewildering time. 

Little by little,the ledger work fell into place,and I began to enjoy 
my new responsibilities.In time, it became fun to make the entries in the 
ledger tally,after all!I remember that my biggest problem was how I should 
itemize my petty cash.Today I wonder what was so difficult about that! 

Since the Fiddlers have cut a total of nine albums,I now derive 
considerable pleasure from mailing record orders to various points across 
Canada, and,more recently,the United States,as well.Sometimes,on tour, 
people will stop at the table where records are being sold,and ask if 'E.H.' 
is there.They have stopped by to meet that person who Signatures their 
invoices in that fashion,and are often surprised that I am female instead 
of male.With a name like 'E.H.',who can tell? 

While the others are settling on the chartered bus,on their way to the 
next stop on our route,I can usually be found attending to the costs 
incurred while we stayed at that particular motel.Some of them like to tease 
me,Saying that, someday,when they are supposed to foot the bill themselves, 
they will just walk out of the restaurant without doing so,so much a habit 
has this type of travelling become! 

On very rare occasions,I've performed as acting Mistress of Ceremonies, 
if the cirucmstances have warranted my doing so.I especially enjoy doing 
this in nursing homes.Elderly people are so appreciative. 

All in all, being a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers has 
been a tremendously rewarding experience.I am sincerely pleased to have had 
the opportunity to play a small part in its trials and triumphs.I really 


wouldn't have missed it for anything! 


Lloyd Holden 


I was born on the farm in the Neidpath School District in the Neidpath 
postal district in the R.M. of Coulee in 1917. 

As far back as I can remember,my father played the fiddle and my mother 
played the Spanish guitar.Mother had a way of playing that you seldom hear 
any more.She never used a pick,but would thumb her base strings and pluck 
her chord strings.Sometimes, for special effects,she might thumb her base 
string and stroke the three chord strings.For fear of fire,or asphyxiation, 
they never went to bed with the stoves flaming.They would sit and play 
after we kids had been put to bed until all the coal had burnt down to 
embers.Of course,I would be asleep long before their concert was over, 
but I knew every tune.On those days,sleep learning had never been heard of, 
but I am sure it works since every one of our family had a bent for music. 

There came a time when 'Daddy's little man' decided he should play 
the fiddle.My arm was too short and soon I was told to leave the fiddle 
until I got bigger.I was breaking hairs out of the bow faster than our horses 
could grow them. 

At some 'doings' at the schoolhouse one evening,I heard someone play on 
a saw.I had to try it.I discovered that dogs had no appreciation of music, 
as my friend Sport would have something to do elsewhere when I wauld be 
practicing behind the granary.I had got to the point that I could almost 
imagine that what I was playing sounded like the tune I was trying to 
play when the weather cooled off in late October.So I brought the saw 
and my little stick with yarn wrapped around the end into the house.I 
would sit on the bottom step in front of the upstairs door,and,with the 
handle clamped between my knees,!] wou¥d bend the saw and tap on it with 
my wool-tipped stick.Sport would immediately ask to be let out. 

I guess my saw didn't go over too well with the folks,either,since I was 
given a Hohner Marine Band harmonica for Christmas.Of course,it was and 
always will be a mouth organ to me.Although this same thing now sells for 
$25 or $30,you could buy one for 25¢ at that time,so this was a popular 
Christmas gift at any time, and especially,I imagine,if someone were 
trying to tell you something. 

It turned out that several of my schoolmates had also: received a 
Similar gift,and most of us learned to play.We used to have Junior Red 
Cross meetings every second Friday.After the business part was over,which 


didn't take very long,we always had a kind of concert programme.This was to 


teach us to be able to get up in front of the class and entertain without 
being shy or scared.To take part in the programme,five of us boys formed 

a mouth organ band.We called ourselves 'The Marine Band' after our harn- 
onicas.We worked for weeks to get together on 'Sweet Jenny Lee',which 

took some doing as there is a sharp in the middle of the tune that isn't on 
the harmonica,so we had to change the tune to avoid that note. 

Well,on the day we were going to do our thing,we went behind the barn 
and gave it our final lick.While we were there,one of the other boys sneaked 
a big dog in through the cellar window and made him comfortable on his 
own human's mackinaw.We had got through most of the programme when our 
turn came.The Marine Band Quintet began to blow with all our might,and were 


just about to that tricky part inthe tune when the big dog in the basement 


began to vocalize with qreat-custo.Formal discipline and orderly behavior 
were suddenly non-existent.The teacher was caught between holding her own 
urge to laugh and trying to put on an authoritative pose,but couldn't 

quite master herself.That time we were dismissed without Singing 'God Save 
The King'.Since we all had a million things to do before we would be adults, 
that was the end of my first musical group. 

A few days later,I was playing the mouth organ on the way home from 
school while 01d Ned jogged along,seemingly in time with the music,when I 
felt something in my throat.Darn! I must have gotten oats in my pocket, 
and it got into the mouth organ.After quite a bit of coughing,it came up. 
There,on the floorboard,was a very wet,red caragana bug,crawling away! Soon 
the harmonica was flying out over Mr.Simonson's stubble field,and I never saw 
it again! 

After I had lost the sight of my left eye,and with it my depth perception, 
I was finished with sports.What can you do with a ball if you don't know where 
it is? When my older brother Mel came home for Christmas,I got hold of his 
brand new,second-had accordion.It was a two row Hohner with eight bases.Since 
the key arrangement was similar to the mouth organ,it didn't take very long 
until I was playing it.When Mel left after the holidays,he didn't have the 
heart to take the accordion away.I played it about four years until it was 
completely worn out.Then I got a three row diatonic Hohner with sixteen 
bases.I could play most of the tunes of the times,which were chiefly cowboy 
songs, and had no trouble with the occasional square dance.My kid sister 
Gladys played the guitar quite well.In 1939 I bought a Hohner piano 
accordion.There was no-one anywhere near our place who could even play by 


note,let alone teach,so I learned that,too,by the same method of fiddling 


around until I found a part of a tune and then enlarging upon it. 

I joined a group consisting of Wilf Berg,fiddle,Sylvester Belobraidich, 
Saxaphone and Clarence Paulson,tenor banjo.We played for a lot of dances 
within our limited driving distance.we would start at nine and play until two, 
with a short intermission for coffee and sandwiches at midnight.More than 
once we got paid more for an extra hour that we got paid for the whole 
evening. 

In 1948 I bought a Hohner Organetta 120 bass,with 4 sets of reeds. 

One time we entered an A.C.T. Amateur Contest and won a trip to play 
in the finals in Moose Jaw.By this time we had recruited Ben Berteig to play 
the piano as Sylvester was no longer with us.Amateurs as we were,we were 
proud of the way our home people supported us.We were going under the name 
of 'The Hallonquist Vikings'. 

Then,suddenly,one Elvis Presley introduced a new kind of a beat anda 
whole new form of dancing was in style.We just kind of retired.For several 
years Wilf and I would do an appearance for anniversaries,variety shows 
and so on.But,every old dog has his day, and we had had ours. 

Then [ bought the Scandelli. 

In 1979 Eileen and I decided that we might as well slow down,drop the 
cattle and winter in town.Sooner or later we must retire,so we might as 
well start while we were young enough to adjust.One evening,while we were 
attending a fiddling contest in the city,we found ourselves sitting beside 
Lawrence Schatkoski,whom I had met at some of our municipal meetings.I 
had only to remark that it would be fun to have somebody to jam with when 
he suggested that I try out with the Swift Current 01d Time Fiddlers. They 
were promoting old time fiddling.Since I like old time music on any instr- 
uments,I was interested. 

Well,I started to play with them, and was eventually accepted into the 
'Association'.Bud McEwan,the regular accordion man,was not retired and 
could not take too much time off from his job,so couldn't be sure to take 
on many tours.I would be able to help out,pinch hit,and,in general,share the 
work load. 

It turned out to be quite a job! The first thing was to put everything 
aside that was mine,and learn their version of their tunes,in their key, 


and in their style.It took me at least two years to learn most of the 


different dance beats,and,at the same time,to learn the lingo.For example, 


J 


if you are ordered to 'lead' a certain tune,that means you are supposed 

to ‘lead off' until the fiddlers get ready to come in.If there were 

three parts to a tune,there was no sense in playing more than two parts,and, 
of course,no tune should be played in more than one key.Sharps and flats 
are half notes and minors.Some orchestras have a melody section ,a 

harmony section, a chord section and a rhythm section.We simply had the 

Old Time Fiddlers and the 'back-up'! 

Once you get used to them,they are really a great bunch of people.We 
hardly ever go anywhere but that we always seem to have a lot of fun, 
which is what it's all about in the first place.I'm so fond of my 
musical family that I expect they'll have a hard time to get rid of me 


until I'm ready to join the big orchestra in the sky. 


Lioyd and Eileen Holden 


on the occasion of their 


AOth wedding anniversary 


Elizabeth Horner 


Elizabeth(Sample) Horner was born on the family homestead south of Pangman, | 
Saskatchewn,March 27,1912. She attended the Black Oak Rural School in the 
area.She met Ivy Horner in 1930,and the couple were married in Regina in 1933. | 
For a time they resided and farmed in the Khedive area,south of Regina,with 
Ivy's family.They moved to Regina in 1937,where Ivy was employed with the 
Massey Harris firm.In 1938 they moved to Swift Current,where her husband was | 
still working for the Massey Harris Company.He later established his own 
business. 
Elizabeth served as a faithful member of the Rebecca Lodge for many years, | 
| 


and enjoyed her participation as a pianist for the Swift Current Old Time 


Fiddlers.In her leisure time,she also enjoyed the guitar.She was also active 
in the St.Andrews Presbyterian Church. 

She was a devoted mother and grandmother,and the congenial hospitality 
of her home was known to all. 

After a lengthy illness,Elizabeth passed away August 10,1985 at the Swift 
Current Union Hospital.Interment was held at Mount Pleasant Burial Park 
Cemetery.She was survived by her son,Stan and his wife,Jeannette,Swift Current, 
her daughter Betty and husband Bert Dahl,Whitehorse,Yukon Territories and her 


daughter Shirley and her husband John Hutchinson,Swift Current. 


Ivan and Elizabeth Horner,receiving 
a plague and bouquet of roses in 
recognition of good and faithful service. 


Ivy Horner 


Robert Ivan (Ivy) Horner was born in Sintalula,Saskatchewan April 15, 
1908. Following his formal education there,he farmed in the Khedive area 
south of Regina with his family.He married Elizabeth Frances Sample in 1933, 
and the couple farmed and resided in the community until moving to Regina 
in 1937,where he was employed by the Massey Harris Company.He and Elizabeth 
moved to Swift Current in 1938,where he continued to work for the Massey 
Harris. Ivy was later employed as Parts Manager by Newton Motors of the 
city,and in 1954,established his own business,to be known as Ivy's Auto 
Accessories,which he operated until his retirement in 1979. 

In 1966,he,along with several good friends,were instrumental in organ- 
izing the Swift Current Old Tyme Fiddling Association in the city,and was 
the acting President for many years.For the first three years, the contests 
were on CJFB TV,then,as a well known annual event,at the Legion Hall. 

He was also involved with E.M.O. organization and the Cypress Rock 
and Fossil Club,of which he was a Past President.He truly enjoyed being a 
‘rock hound' as a hobby,and created many beautiful articles as a form of 
self-expression. 

Over the years,he maintained a lively interest in business activites. 
Music was important to him,and,in his earlier years,he played the fiddle 
at dances with his family and friends in his home area,and in later years, 
in Swift Current and outlying districts.He played in a local band for 15 yrs. 

He was a member of the Oddfellows Lodge,the United Commercial 
Travellers,the Presbyterian Church Board,the Kiwanis Club,the Kiwanis Club 
of Prairie Pioneers and the Kiwanis Kords. 

Ivy passed away May 16,1985 at the Swift Current Union Hospital after a 
long illness.He was survived by his wife Elizabeth,his son Stan and two 
daughters Betty and Shirley,their spouses and their children.He also had one 
brother and three sisters. 

Ivy is fondly remembered for the endless hours of labor and effort he 
expended into making fiddling contests a living reality in our local 
community.It is highly unlikely that he ever envisioned the tremendous 
success that his 'dream' would eventually become.That others shared his 
vision must,of course,be obvious. One cannot but wonder what he would think 
of the group today - their activites, their successes,their goals,are they 


what he would have hoped for? We sincerely hope so! 


Idabel Howes 


I was born on a farm in the Stewart Valley District where I lived with 
my mother,father and eight brothers and sisters.At the time I was born,it 
was Known as the Success District,but is now known as the Stewart Valley 
District.We lived in a sod house until 1927 when my father built a new 
house with the the help of my brothers and sisters.Our only means of 
transportation was horses.We used them for farming as well as making trips 
to town. 

I attended school at Vendetta,and later on I decided I wanted to buy 
a violin.I was working at the school doing cleaning jobs and 1 asked my 
father if I could buy Cecil Weitman's violin.After getting his permission, 
I rode the horse over to Weitmans and bought the violin for $15.At that 
time,my parents had an organ at home.I would teach my younger brother the 
song on the organ that I wanted to learn on the violin,and by watching hin, 
I learned where to put my fingers on the violin.I could then learn the song 
by ear. 

Later on,I met Wesley Howes,and we were married in 1937.We lived on 
his family's farm for 11 years,and played at many dances during that time. 
Wesley taught me how to chord on the guitar,so he played the violin and Il 
played the guitar. 

In 1948 we moved from the farm to the airport with our three children. 
From there we moved to a house on 8th Avenue West in Swift Current,where 
we lived until we built our own home. 

I started working at the Co-op Creamery in 1951.1 could wrap twenty 
five pounds of butter in one and one half minutes,and at that time,they had 
seven different brands of butter wrappers.I also had my cream tester and 
cream graders licence.I worked at the creamery until my retirement in 1979. 

I have always enjoyed music,and since joining the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddlers in 1980,I have enjoyed the dances as well as the many trips 


we have taken with then. 


Wes Howes 

I was born at the Swift Current Hospital on October 11,1916.I was 
raised on the farm in the Success district and went to school at Whitehall 
School. 

When I was five years old,I started to play the mouth organ and organ 
when my folks and other family members weren't around.One day an aeroplane 
zoomed over the farm.I stayed under the table playing an accordion.I 
started to play for Christmas concerts when I was six years old.When I 
was twelve years of age,I started to play the fiddle while I had chicken- 
pox.This led to me playing for dances in schoolhouses and town halls 
around the country.It wasn't long until I was playing the guitar and singing 
for school concerts and rodeos.I also played the mouth organ with the 
guitar. 

I married Idabel Potter October 20,1937.The two of us began playing 
for dances with Melvin and Harry Kantrud.This lasted for about eight years. 
Then we teamed up with Ernie and Agnes Oakman and continued playing for 
dances for about twenty five years. 

During the 1940's I entered fiddling contests.In 1947 I won all top 
prizes for the old time waltz,strathspey ,jigs and reels and won the grand 
prize at the Club 76 in Swift Current.In 1951 I won all top prizes in 
Pennant for the waltz,strathspey and jigs,which consisted of a travelling 
clock and carving sets. 

When the Rotary Club took over the fiddling contests in Swift Current, 
I entered the competitions for about ten years.I won some prizes in 1985. 
I tied for first in Medicine Hat,Alberta in 1985,in Coaldale,Alberta in 
1986 and came in second at Craik,Sask,North Battleford,Sask.,third in Rose- 
town,Sask. and Medicine Hat,Alberta. 

We farmed until 1948 when we moved to Swift Current.I worked with 
Ramsey & Bird Construction building houses until July,1949.After I began 
working for the Department of Highways,I remained with them until my 
retirement in October 31,1979. 

After my retirement,we went to a dance at the Civic Centre where the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers were playing.] applied for membersip in 
the group and was accepted.For the past four years,I have served on the 
executive for the Fiddlers.I enjoy travelling and playing with the group 
very much,and sincerely hope they will continue as a musical organization 


for some time to come.We hope all the rest enjoy having us as much as as we 


enjoy being with them.” 


Dayton Hulbert 


I started my musical career at an early age,with piano lessons from 
Effie McDonald.I soon found it was more fun playing by ear,so lessons 
were discontinued. 

The first song I learned was 'Echo In The Valley' in F sharp. 


I bought my first banjo from a neighbor named George Hart for five dollars 


I played for a lot of school dances,also at the Glenvern Hall.l carried 
my banjo on my saddle horse.I also played with so many different groups 
that never had a name for their band - they just enjoyed playing together. 

Later, six of us formed a group calling ourselves 'The Ponteix 
Orchestra'.We travelled a lot in Fred Mathews' covered truck.As we played 
up to four nights a week sometimes,the $10 we received each time represented 
quite a fortune in those days. 

I still have the better quality Fender banjo that I ‘paid $25 for. I 
also play the guitar and some piano. 

Later on,I played with 'The Twilights' and 'Road Runners'. In September, 
1983 Julie and I were both accepted as members of the Swift Current 01d Time 
Fiddlers.We have played on their last six records - quite an experience 
in itself! Like most of the folks in the group,we enjoy being with them 


a great deal. 


| 


Julie Hulbert 


My musical career started later in life.When I joined the group called 
'The Twilights' that my husband,Dayton was playing with,I played the bass 
tub. This consisted of a wash tub,a hockey stick and a bass fiddle string. 
For the fun of it,we named it the 'tuby hock'. It was an unusual way to 
provide music and supplied us with a lot of fun for awhile. 

Later,I graduated to drums,and took lessons from Dave Banman at Music 
Village in Swift Current.After playing with different groups,we were 
entertaining with the'Road Runners' last. 

We joined the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers in 1983,enjoy their 
fellowship and the tours.I played on their last three records,which I must 


Say was a thrilling experience for me! 


Julie and Dayton Hulbert,accepting Fiddler 


plaque on occasion of their 40th wedding 


anniversary,July 25,1987,Ponteix. 


Winnie Hunter 


I was born in Ontario and came west when I was small.I lived on a farm 
south of Swift Current,After attending school in the country,I completed 
my high school in Swift Current. 

I remained on the home farm - stooked,hayed,combined,hauled wheat,even 
drove a four and six horse outfit in the field when I was eleven years old. 
Later I worked in a packing house in the Okanagan for four years.Then I 
moved to Swift Current with my parents.At that time,my hobbies were 
leathercraft,painting and making my own clothes. 

I had not played a violin for twenty three years.When Ivv Hornercalled 
on the phone one day and wanted all the ‘'has-beens' and 'Would=be=-pDlayers' 
to meet at the Civic Centre to organize a fiddlers' group,I remember taking 
down my father's old fiddle from the wall in the bedroom,where it had hung 
by a string for many years,dusting it off,checking the strings,trying it out, 
and,minus case and all,hitting for the Civic Centre with it.I suppose it 
sounded like a cat caught in a gate when I tried it out. 

We were to play two pieces for the try-out.I believe Eleanor Johnson 
accompanied me when I serenaded the onlookers with my rendition of 'Over 
The Waves' and 'The French Minuet'.No-O9ne Commented on any of the playing, 
but, somehow,we found ourselves established as a fiddling grouyn.We began 
playing in an organized way around the city. 

Today I am a member of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers and have 
enjoyed their companionship and friendship a great deal.I find it a bit 
tiresome to go with them on their many tours,but do derive considerable 
pleasure in playing with them in and around the city.They are a happy and 


willing group - I would say,for the record,that they are 'one of the best'! 


Dewayne Leifson 


I was born and raised at Leinan,Sask.,fourteen miles north of Swift 
Current,and farmed there for many years.At present,I am semi-retired, 
live in Swift Current and play with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 

When I was eight years of age,I used to go to my cousin's home in Leinan and 
play his violin.Later,my parents traded two radioBbatteries for a guitar 

and Ed Martenson,our local storekeeper,showed me some chords.I played at 

local house parties and halls for various functions with Oakmans,Wetterstrands 
and Kantruds. 

In 1982 I joined the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers and revived my 
guitar playing once again.Since then,I have played electric guitar and 
electric bass guitar,which I am playing now.I also use my banjo when it is 
needed at local functions.These are self-taught and a challenge to play. 

I have been a Director of the Old Time Fiddlers for the last three years, 
and have been active in Jake Thiesen's group who entertain at various local 
hospitals and centres weekly. 

some of the highlights of our tours to date were playing for the Chinese 
delegation from China at the Centre of The Arts in Regina,the Red Barn out of 
Edmonton,the old-fashioned theatre at Virden,Manitoba and the Pioneer Pemmican 
Cliub at Lethbridge. 


Eunice Leifson 


I was born and raised in the Congress School District,12 miles north of 
Admiral,Sask. 

At an early age,my musical interests began with piano.I had a school 
teacher who was extremely interested in music and singing.She took time to 
teach us music basics and some theory,and started four of us in what became 
Known as the Congress School Orchestra. I played piano and banjo-ukelele 
at that tiime.We became quite famous throughout the country-side,since we were 
from nine to twelve years of age.We entered many amateur contests,and in one 
such contest,we won a trip to play over a Regina radio station as winners 
in a Saskatchewan Farmer Amateur Talent Show. 

Several members of my immediate family were musical,and we had a family 
orchestra at one time. 

In high school,singing was my main interest.I sang in local choirs, 
cantata performances and vocal duets.While primary teaching at Eastend,I 
conducted a children's rhythm band.After my marriage,I served as music 
director and organist for twenty years in our local church,also played 
for numerous weddings,funerals and social gatherings in the community. 

I enjoy old time music as well, and have one trophy for best accompanist 
at a local fiddling contest. 

After moving to Swift Current,I became actively involved with the 
Fiddlers on their fourth record as a piano player.Since then I have helped 
with drums,making out programs and tours.I have enjoyed the experience 
of helping with the later albums,and find the fellowship and charitable 
objectives very gratifying.Having been part of the filming of a video was a 
challenging experience and a big accomplishment for all of us.The entire 
group bring much enjoyment to many people and I wish them continued success 


in their future endeavors. 


Alistair (Bud)McEwan 


I was born in Winnipeg,Manitoba and raised in Swift Current,Sask.] am 
presently employed at the Swift Current Nursing Home in the housekeeping 
and maintenance departments. 

As a small boy I was always interested in music.I sang in choruses at 
Elmwood School.I took a few piano lessons but hated to practice.My interest 
waned until I was twenty years old.I bought myself a 12 bass accordion and 
learned to play a little by ear.A lady named Vi from Burnham let me use her 
accordion one night at a dance at Fox School.At that time I'd only been 
playing a few months,and it was a real thrill to be performing with a 
live band.I was hooked from that night on,and have continued to play with 
various bands up to the present day.I have now branched into playing piano, 
accordion, Organ.,,and my real love,the pedal steel guitar. 

I became involved with the Fiddlers by wanting to play just for fun. 

A friend of mine suggested the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.I contacted 
Ivy Horner and asked if I could play with the group at their monthly Tuesday 
dances at the Civic Centre.At that time I was the only accordion player.Ivy 
gave me an O.K. and I began playing with the group.Today I play mostly at 
the monthly Tuesday night socials at the Civic Centre and at occasional 
functions around town.My playing time is frequently restricted due to the 


demands of my work. 


We've had oodles of fun when the Fiddlers go on tour.On one occasion,I 
was riding on the chartered bus close to Stu Hodgson,the driver.Every once 
in awhile I'd crank the destination board on the front of the bus to read 
'New York City' or 'Los Angeles',then watched the look on people's faces 
when we drove,very slowly,through their little town.I expect the natives 
thought we were really lost. 

My roommate on these overnight tour stops used tc be Stu Hodgson.He -was 
quiet and didn't snore.The time we travelled to Regina to appear on the 
Johnny Sandison Show on television,however,Archie Wells,the banjo player» 
became my room partner for the evening.I'ma light sleeper.When Archie hit 
the sack,his snoring was slightly louder than a cross between a 747 taking 
off and one of those giant tractors in pulling contests! Needless to say,I 
spent a rather restless night. 

On a northern Saskatchewan tour in 1981,we stayed one night ina small 


motel in Wakaw.As the room space was somewhat Llimited,Lawrence assigned 


three guys to a room.I was in a unit with Joe Mickelson and Archie Wells. 


ox 
Archie promised to be quiet,as I threatened to throw pillows at him as I did 
in Regina.Well!The second Archie hit the pillow,he opened all engines in 
full throttle.I tried to sleep with pillows over my head,under my head,my 
head under the covers,fingers in my ears,but - no way!No way could I sleep 
with all that racket!I even considered sleeping outside in the aisle of the 
bus. 

Suddenly I hit upon an idea.I lifted myself out of bed and took all 
three bigoaushions off the chesterfield.Now,the bathroom was only about 
6'x6',but I laid two cushions on the floor for a mattress and the remaining 
one I propped up against the throne for a pillow.I laid down to spend the 
rest of the night in relative peace and quiet,- I thought! 

Although it was terribly cramped with my feet jammed up against the 
door and my knees practically touching my face,I wrapped up in some bed 
covers and managed to shut the door.It was quiet - almost! I heard the sound 
of faint snoring,but now it was down to a tolerable decible level.I fell 
sound asleep. 

At 6:30 A.M. someone was pushing on the bathroom door,trying to get in. 
It was Joe Mickelson.I'1l never forget the look on that man's face! I'm 
sure he thought he'd found a body!Although somewhat stiff and cramped,I felt 
pretty good. 

I was ready for another eventful day with the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers. 


Elvy Mickelson 

I was born on the farm four and one half miles north west of Hazlet 
september 25,1915. 

Public school I received at Pittsville School,and high school at Hazlet. 
From about 1928 to 1939 I played a wkelele,banjo and the tenor banjo 
with our family dance orchestra.The members were Joe,fiddle,Albert,sax,Carl, 
sax,Mabel,piano and I,on the banjo.We played for many dances within a fifteen 

mile radius. 

We were fortunate to have an older sister Inga that had received 
musical training and could play the organ from notes.She also played for 
church services and choirs at Pittsville School Our teacher,Mr.Jack Grant 
taught us musical theory and singing.As a result,many of his pupils became 
choir members. 

Prior to 1940 I completed training in machine shop,gas and diesel and 
electrical engineering and spent the next thirteen years working as a 
machinist and toolmaker.For the last thirty years I've been farming. 

I've been playing with the Fiddlers since about 1973,and have helped 
make nine records playing the banjo,but I enjoy playing the fiddle,too. 

When I can,I play with the Fiddler group that plays at the Palliser 
Hospital,Pioneer Lodge,Swift Current Nursing Home and Gull Lake Special 

Care Centre,also birthday parties at Prairie View Lodge,local dances and the 
occasional tour.With the aid of a record and tape player I try to keep in 
practice with at least one hundred sixty tunes we have recorded. 

It's always a happy and satisfying experience to play with the Fiddlers. 
Besides,having worked and played together with such a fine group of people 
in practicing,performing, travelling,dining and just visiting have made 


each and everyone a special friend. 


Joe A.Mickelson 


I was born May 16,1904 at Shevlin,Minnesota.I immigrated to Canada in the 
spring of 1912 with my parents,brothers and one sister. 

I recall an experience in the winter of 1914 which introduced me to my 
favorite musical instrument,namely,the violin.On seeing a herd of antelope 
crossing the hills on the farm,my father took his rifle and shot off in 
pursuit of the animals,hoping to bag a catch. Sometime later,he arrived home, 
after first calling upon a neighbor.He had considered it suitable to exchange 
his rifle for a violin! 

The violin became a lifelong hobby of mine.I used to take it to school. 
and with the help of Mr.Jack Grant,our teacher and a good musician,and my 
sister Inga playing the organ at home,I learned to play by note at an early 
age. 

I spent two winters in the Technical Institute in Calgary,taking motor 
mechanics and machine shop and violin lessons,and played in the school 
orchestra. 

I spent the winter of 1937 working in Victoria,B.C.,where I took violin 
lessons and played with the Victoria Symphony Orchestra. 

In 1928,when the railway came to Hazlet,we had a family orchestra with 
me on the violin,my brothers Carl and Albert playing their saxaphones,Elvy 
on the banjo and my sister Mabel on the piano.We played for most of the 
dances in the district. 

I had been playing with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers for a number 
of years.When Ivy Horner,our leader,suggested we make an album of old time 
music,we produced our first album in 1978,to be followed by several 
successful attempts in later years. 

The four years I was with the Barbershoppers played a prominent part in 
my life.We played once a week and sang at numerous gatherings,one of which 
was the Fiddlers' contests in 1973 and 1974. 

I have participated in fiddlers' contests in all parts of Saskatchewan 
as well as Shellburne,Ontario and Prince George,B.C.,North Dakota and 
Montana.I am proud of the many trophies that I received on various occasions. 

My wife Alta and I have retired,or semi-retired ,inHazlet for the past 
eleven years.We still have a section of land that my son Harold and his wife 
Karen rents from me.They bought the rest of the farm in 1976 when we moved 
into Hazlet.We have been kept busy renovating the house,and gardening,as we 


have a big garden with fruit trees. 


I enjoyed playing and travelling with the Old Time Fiddlers.However,with 


the price increase in gas,I found it quite expensive to travel that far. 
Enclosed you will find some pictures of the fiddling contests 
I participated in, and some of my trophies. 


Hope this will give you some experiences of my fiddling days. 


TOPS IN FIDDLING CONTEST © 

A well known local fiddler, Joe Mickelson of Hazlet, was 
grand aggregate winneer at the old time. | fiddling contest 
Sunday in Dinsmore. He captured two firsts, in the waltz asd 


Schottische, and one second in breakdown, to ‘take the awatd for 


top fiddler. The competitions were part of the Dinsmore Homecain- 
ing activities. 


“SCOBIE, MONTANA onach, Hazlet, Rockglen, 
OLD TYME FIDDLING and Eastend. Two carloads 
CONTEST NEWS of interested fiddlers went 

from Swift Current to cap- 
The second annual Old /ture the honors for the ni- 
Tyme Fiddling Contest WaSight. ! 


Joe Mickelson and his trophy, with the secompsnist, 
‘Lloyd Smith. /Y77o | a A 


held on July 4th under the |" Joe Micketson of Haz: 
sponsorship of the Scobie -|jet won the 1st Prize Tro- 


Saddie Club. This was &°j phy while Emiz Oakman 
real good competition with | of Stewart. Valley placed 


some fifteen contestants third positién ih the 
taking part in the contest pide 


after the evening's Old Ti- 
me Dance. 


John Moffat 


I was born in Edinburgh,Scotland in September,1902.I came to Canada in 
1914 and attended school in Riverdene. 

My first experience playing for dances was when the teacher went home 
for dinner.The pupils moved the desks and I played the mouth organ while 
they tiptoed the light fantastic. 

All winter long we practiced for a minstrel show. In March we took 
the show to Cabri.After the show there was a dance and Maude Haight of 
Cantuar insisted that I play a waltz and heel and toe polka. With her, 
that I did on the fiddle.Since then I have improved playing at parties, 
dances,contests at many places throughout the west.I have won many ribbons 
and trophies and I am still playing with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 
I enjoy playing for dances and the fellowship is tremendous. 

A message I would like to leave after playing for seventy two years is, 
music is a medium of relationship.I have received so much pleasure playing 
for dances and singing in the choir and participating with the Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers. 


I hope to continue doing my part giving pleasure to old time dancers. 


plaque on his 85th birthday! 


Agnes Oakman 
I was born on the homestead in the Atlas P.O. District in January,1915. 
My brother Earl played the violin and taught me the chords on the old pump | 
organ.I started playing for school dances with Earl when I was eleven 
years old,along with a guitar or banjo player.Later on I played with Carl 
Riise and Mervin Gilbertson.I was one of the original members of the Sask- 
atchewan Old Time Fiddlers Association. | 
I enjoyed playing and travelling with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. | 
I remember one episode that happened while we were on tour in Northern 
Saskatchewan.My sister had lived at Loon Lake for several years,and when | 


we stopped there,I met a lady who had taught her children at school,also a 


fiddler that she had chorded for.We were given a room at the old Loon Lake 
Hotel. Someone must have given up the room as there were clothes in the 
closet. On the dresser was a three-tiered wedding cake,so we named it the 
'Bridal Suite'. 

The only trophy I ever won was in Yuma,Arizona for the accompanist 
coming the farthest. | 

I've lived on the farm all my life. My husband Ernie and I still live 
on the farm at Stewart Valley in the summer and go to Arizona for the winter 


months. 


Ernie and Agnes Oakman accepting Fiddler 50th 


anniversary plaque,October 8,1985 


Ernie Oakman 


I was born at Long Siding,west of Melfort,Saskatchewan in March,1910. 

In 1921 I started to play with my dad's violin when he wasn't looking.They 
caught me one day and decided I needed a few lessons from Arthur Knapp,a 
Close neighbor and a very good player.That year I obtained my own violin and 
was soon playing with others for school dances.In 1926 I acquired asaxaphone, 
and in a couple of months was playing that for dances,as well.Later on 1! 
added a banjo,accordion and a stand-up bass fiddle to my list of instruments. 

After I was married,I played with my brother-in-law Earl Anderson and 
his group called the Rustic Ramblers at the Oddfellows Hall and the Rate- 
payers Hall in Swift Current.We played for many years with Wes and Idabel 
Howes. 

I was a judge at the first contest held at the CJFB TV station in 1966, 
and again in 1967 and 1968.When the contest was moved to the Legion Hall in 
1969 I was a judge there,as well. 

I started entering contests after that.In 1975 I won the Wes Robinson 
Memorial trophy.By now I have won sixty trophies and several ribbons at 
contests ranging from British Columbia to Ontario in Canada and Montana and 
Arizona in the United States.I was five times Champion in the Senior Division 
in Swift Current. 

I was one of the first members of the Saskatchewan Old Time Fiddlers 
Association when it organized to promote old time fiddling and dancing.I was 
president of the group for one year. 

When the Saskatchewan Fiddlers amalgamated with other groups to form the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers in 1979,I joined the new group.Dances were 
held at the Civic Centre in Swift Current.Crowds weren't too good to start 
with,but soon,the people were coming and enjoying the dancing.My wife and I 
played and travelled with them until 1986. 

I have been a farmer all my life except for a few years when I operated a 
garage in Stewart Valley before I was married.I retired from farming after a 
heart operation in 1977.We still live on the farm at Stewart Valley in the 
summer and snend our winters in Mesa,Arizona.We are no longer members of the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.I am a member of the Arizona Old Time 


Fiddlers Association. 


Harvey Peacock 


I was born in 1911 in Ontario,but our family moved to Saskatchewan to 
homestead in 1912,near where the town of Mendham is now.Our closest town, 
at that time, was Maple Creek,about 66 miles away. 

I was the youngest of eight.In those days,before 'canned' entertainment 
came along,most everybody played,or tried to play,some instrument or sing. 
I remember many an afternoon or evening spent,often with neighbors added, 
around the old piano,with everybody doing something.None of us had any | 
musical training.It just wasn't available,and we couldn't have afforded 
it,if it had been. 

My first public appearance came when I was eight.My brother-in-law, 
Roscoe Hughes,who played the fiddle well,thought it would be ‘'cute' to 
teach me to play 'Lullaby Time' for the school Christmas concert.I guess 
it was pretty terrible,but the audience dutifully applauded. 

My parents did not dance,but my brothers and sisters did.As soon as 
I reached my teens,I started going with them to the schoolhouse dances. 
In summer,sometimes,an empty granary ,or somebody's living room,would 
serve as a dancehall.Sometimes we would help with the music as well as dance. t 
Anyone who could scratch out a tune could get into the orchestra. 

One of the most popular local orchestras in the 20's was a duo of 
one fiddle and one banjo.The banjo player,Ted Cobbett,had been in the war 
and had a peg leg.He would sometimes get into the sauce a bit and fall 
off his chair,but he played the banjo well until then.Ted passed away many 
years ago,but the fiddler who played for so many dances then is still 
going strong at 87.Glen Russell lives in Calgary. 

Eventually,I grew up,without ever becoming a great fiddle player. 
After Marj and I were married in 1933,we moved to the little town of 
Portreeve to try our luck in the garage business.We stayed in this line 
of work,besides the machine shop,until retiring in 1984. 

While in Portreeve,I became involved in an orchestra consisting of two 
fiddles, a sax,banjo and piano.When we moved to Cabri in 1936,I did not 
play any more until 1947,when the town of Cabri needed am orchestra for 
a big carnival.We got seven people together,among them Bus Trembath and 
John Moffat,and formed a gang we called 'Peacock and His Feathers'.Bus 
and John still play.This group played for many dances over the next 30 years. 
During this time I played the sax maore than I played the fiddle.However,rock 
and country and western bands were considered more modern,and the high- | 


powered amp was in,so our old time style faded out. 


Which brings us to the present.my oldest brother Wes and my brother- 
in-law Roscoe played the down-east style old-time music,and through the 
years,I learned to play jigs:reels and waltzes.Then i Started to play in 
fiddling contests in Pennant,Hazlet,the old South Side Hall,the radio 


station,the Peace Gardens and Shellburne ,Ontario,and,finally,the Legion 


in Swift Current.I never won any prizes worth mentioning,but I had a lot 
of fun,learned a lot of tunes,and enjoyed meeting and associating with 
the crowd who follow these things. 

This led me into becoming a charter member of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers.Many years later,I'm still an enthusiastic member who enjoys the 
many challenges and things we have been able to do - the trips,the 
making of the records,and,above all,the meeting of so many wonderful 
people,such as the members of our association and our many fans.The 
feeling that we have been able to keep so many of the old tunes and 


dances from fading into oblivion is an important aspect of our function. 
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Harvey and Marj Peacock 
if Harvey isn't ‘fiddling around' - 
he's ‘flying around' -— with Marj 
‘up in the air' with him! 


Marj Peacock 


I was born in 1912 at Bethune,Sask.My mother died when I was very 
young,so my father's parents near Toronto raised me until I was 19.Then 
I came to live with my father at Mendham.In suw time,I met Harvey,who 
lived about five miles away.We were married in 1933.We had three children. 
The oldest,our only son,passed away in 1949.We have two daughters,six 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 


The households I lived in before we were married were not musically 


inclined,so I didn't get the chance to learn to play any musical instrument. 


I always liked music,though, and liked to sing,sometimes doing specialty 
numbers for the bands my husband played in.I always accompanied him to 
all dances and fiddling contests,and so feel that I have been part of 
the Swift Current Old Time fiddlers as long as he has.Like Harvey,I have 


enjoyed the many programs the group has been involved in,and the wonderful 
people we have met. 


eee 


Lawrence Schatkoski 


I was born and raised on a farm north-east of Swift Current.Although my 
father played the fiddle when I was young,I did not develop any musical 
ability.His example during my growing-up years did leave me with a deep 
appreciation of music. By starting out with Morley Kolskag's band,I learned 
something about the art of MC'ing.I take an active part in my church,was a 
member of the Co-op Board in Swift Current for many years,served on the local 
municipal council and still try to attend my farm operations a few miles 
out of the city. 

In 1966 Ivy Horner,a Swift Current businessman,and some of his friends 
decided to revive old time fiddling contests along the line of those held 
in earlier times.The venture caught on by leaps and bounds.When I was 
invited to join their group,my job was to supply the stage settings for 
appearances on CJFB TV.I remained on that committee until 1976 when the 
Rotary Club of the city assumed sponsorship of the contests.Three separate 
fiddling groups in the area amalgamated to form the Swift Current Old time 
Fiddlers in 1979. 

Most executive meetings were held at Ivy Worner's home.The hospitality 
was always cordial and new ideas were constantly being explored.The one 
that challenged everyone evolved when they agreed to make their first 
recording in 1978.It became a hit,and more records had to be ordered within 
a short time.Over the years,nine albums and an 80 minute video have been 
produced by the Fiddlers,and have been widely accepted across Canada and 
parts of the United States.I look after the large business sales while our 
secretary fills the smaller orders.When Ivy Horner retired,I was nominated 
President,and have acted in that capacity ever since. 

We took our first actual mini-tour to North Battleford in 1979.When the 
provincial government introduced 'Celebrate Saskatchewan' as its theme for 
tourist promotion in 1980,the Fiddlers planned a two-week tour through 
Saskatchewan,using the theme as their guideline,and promoting old time music 
at the same time.Our bus developed air-conditioning problems shortly after 
departure time,and a repair man tagged us to Gravelbourg.The reason for the 
ailing system was hard to trace,so we had time to enjoy a special tour through 
the town's beautiful Roman Catholic Cathedral before pressing southward to 
Assiniboia. 

That week Charlie Schofield MC'd the afternoon concerts and I MC'd the 
dances in different towns each evening.I'm not musical,and I can't carry a 
tune in a pail,but I enjoy meeting the public and telling the people about 


the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.We've taken several tours since that time, 


and have usually had wonderful response everywhere.Wherever we have travelled, 
the hospitality and cordial reception we have been shown has been truly out- 
standing.Going into strange territory as we do,and getting such royal treat- 
ment has been a highlight of my Fiddler experience. 

As their President,I've been mainly responsible for finding contact people 
in new localities,ensuring hotel or motel accomodation is available for the 
whole crew at each destination - and MC'ing for the dances each evening of 
the tour.It has been challenging and exciting,and the men and women who 
belong to the organization are most co-operative.Without their unfailing 
loyalty and support,I wouldn't have had the courage to attempt stepping into 
new country as we've done.Nor would we have achieved the recognition we 
enjoy today. 

Our close-to-home tours have been done by cars driven by our own members. 
For long-distance trips,we have relied on Southern Charterways, previously 
managed by Ken Donaldson,but now operated by Wayne Adrian of the city.Ken 
has given up his business for health reasons,but provided exemplary service 
on numerous occasions.It was he or his drivers Del Alison,Myron Wright,Bill 
Whitell,Stu Hodgson or Dave Archibald who cheerfully unloaded our equipment 
From the bus,lifted our luggage back and forth,and who ran countless errands 
for all of us during the course of any particular tour.I thank them from the 
bottom of my heart. We used new facilities for our June tour in 1988. 

I've always enjoyed meeting people.When we have our monthly dances at 
the Civic Centre Auditorium in Swift Current,I generally make a point of 
getting the names of our visitors and their home towns,so I can introduce 
them during the evening.It amazes me.sometimes,as we'll have guests who have 
made a special effort to time their holidays so they arrive in Swift Current 
on the night of our social.I've made many good friends in this way,and a tour 
Or two has been arranged through such casual contact.In fact,we had a 'Mile- 
stone Celebration' in 1987 in which we commemorated having donated $100,000 
to charity over the years,and many of our honored guests at the socials were 
present at this special function!I remember feeling especially elated that 
evening - so many of our new-found friends were present,and our own group, 
dressed in their designated uniform,was on stage - senior citizens,all - 
who through their own unselfish efforts,had made our donations possible! 

It was a humbling and moving experience. 
When we make donations to the city,arrangements are frequently made with 


the news media to have pictures taken of the presentation.These appeadr:..iater 


in our local papers,crediting the Fiddlers with another charitable donation. 
As President,I have been privileged to have had my picture taken on several 
such occasions.Once in awhile,another executive member will perform this 
small service.I feel that such publicity is one means by which the work 
done by the Fiddlers can be recognized in their home community. 

As you can see, the Fiddlers and their activities occupy a great deal 
of my time.I am happy being of service to others.Perhaps that is why belong- 
ing to the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers remains one of my favorite,most 
rewarding interests.There has never been any bickering or harsh disputes 
since they organized years ago.To me,that seems a record to be proud of. 
I am sincerely pleased to have shared in the good times and the shaky times, 
the ups and downs ,the challenges and the uncertainties of a very remarkable 
organization.As senior citizens,they have put their best foor forward,and 
shared whatever talents and skills they have left to make the world a better 
place to live in. After all these years,what can I say, except that I'm very 
proud of the Fiddlers,and extremely honored to have had their confidence 


all this time. 


There's nothing like a steaming hot 


bowl of soup to pick one up! 


Verena Schatkoski 


I was born and raised on a farm north-east of Swift Current.My older 
brothers and sisters had already left home before I grew up enough to take 
an interest in music.Most of them were musical.In fact,they had their own 
dance band at one time.As for me,I'd have appreciated singing lessons,but 
the circumstances of the times did not permit it.I did take music lessons 
on the organ for a couple of years and even sang in the church choir at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church for a time.I also sang with the Sweet Adelines 
in Swift Current and the surrounding area.Today I play the organ for my own 
enjoyment. 

I danced very little until I began going to the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddler socials at the Civic Centre. When Norm Soper of the city filmed a 
production dealing with the old schoolhouse dance theme,I participated as 
a dancer. My son Leon was very young then,but he took part,also.Both of my 
children used to entertain by doing their baton twirling act at the early 
fiddling contests held in Swift Current.From these humble beginnings,I 
eventually learned to enjoy dancing,and still attend the social evenings 
on a regular basis.I'd like to think that I even taught several people some 
of the old time dances! 

I was pleased to help with the timing on the album,"Come Dance With Us". 
It encouraged me to work with Ora Wetterstrand to direct the orchestra in 
arranging the music for albums 4 and 5.Unfortunately,I took ill during the 
preparation of record #5 and was unable to take part in the recording.After 
that,I enjoyed every minute that I shared with Eunice Leifson in directing 
the next three albums. Doing the video was a new and exciting challenge 
where I was one of the demonstrator dancers on the film. 

At one of the recording sessions at which I was present,everyone was in 
a particularly good mood that morning.However,there was a long delay in the 
room where the technicians were struggling to overcome some difficulty. 
suddenly,from our side of the glass, a voice boomed out loud and clear,"I 
wonder if this guys knows what the H---- he is doing!" The entire crew 
erupted into embarrassed laughter,followed a moment later by a sudden deep 
Silence when everyone realized that the operator's microphone had been working, 
and he had heard every word! 

Although there were times when the recording sessions were very trying,I 
look about me today and watch folks enjoying the music from our records.It 


somehow makes all the effort and hassle worthwhile,and I am happy to have 


been a small part of it. 


Isabelle Schofield 


As a young child I was always interested in music,likely because my dad 
played the violin.Once I was in school,I became interested in the piano,but 
the school I attended had an enrollment of 52 pupils and only one piano,so 
IT didn't get much chance to play.I took advantage of every chance I got. 

Later on Mother got an organ.I believe she traded a sheep for it.- my 
sister still has the organ! - and I could still play as much as I wanted.I 
was never able to take any music lessons,so I have little knowledge of 
notes,which I often regret.Dad would go over the chords on the violin so 
I could pick them out on the organ,and that was how I learned to chord. 
From age 15 or so,I started to chord for Dad at local dances, a few times 
each winter. 

I finally got brave enough to try chording at the Civic Centre dances 
put on by the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers quite a few years ago - and 
more than one night,I sat on the hard piano bench from 8-11 P.M.,pounding 
that piano.I went on a couple of tours with the Fiddlers,but I found it very 
tiring.For the last few years,I stay mainly to playing when we entertain 
the Senior Citizens. 

I have played steadily for the small group that Jake Thiesen is 
responsible for,about the last seven years.We play at the Palliser Regional 
Care Centre,Swift Current Nursing Home,Pioneer Lodge and the Gull Lake 
Special Care Home once a month as well as playing at the Senior Citizens 
Activity Centre,Heritage Towers,and,more recently,the Anglican Church Hall, 
where they enjoy dancing for the evening. 

There are always other events which we are asked to play for occasionally, 
so I find I'm 'on the go' seven to ten times a month.How much longer can we 
keep at it? Only time will tell. Our love of music and being able to bring 
a bit of happiness to those less fortunate than ourselves has made it all 


worthwhile. 


Lang Shaw 


I was born at Macklin,Sask.in 1911.The family moved to Saskatoon in 1923, 
where I finished my education and started teaching in a country school near 
Winter,Sask. 

After 40 years of teaching,the last twenty six in Swift Current High 
school,I retired in 1971. 

I started playing the violin at an early age but had no formal training. 

While teaching in rural schools,I played violin as well as banjo at dances, 
but in 1942,while using a power saw,I mutilated the index finger of my left 
hand,which left it almost useless. 

For the next 30 years I was unable to finger a stringed instrument.Then, 
in about 1975,while visiting the Horners,Ivy encouraged me to try playing 
again, and offered me the loan of one of his violins,saying that if I were to 
get that finger working and learn to play again,he would sell the instrument 
to me if I wanted it. 

This was the first violin that I had seriously tried to play for a very 
long time and I had a lot of catching upto do.Many of the pieces that Ivy and 
his friends were playing were new to me and had to learned.Some old ones had 
to be learned all over again. 

In about a month's time,I bought Ivy's violin and continued to practice, 
sometimes six or eight hours a day,mostly following tapes,but also with the 
help of some of the fiddlers who stopped in with their fiddle to play along 
with me. 

After a few more months had gone by,I was invited to try to play with the 
fiddlers at their monthly Civic Centre dance.Later I was pleased to become a 
member of that group. 

For the next 7 years,I took an active part in all the club's activities, 
including entertaining people at the Nursing Home,Palliser Hospital,Pioneer 
Lodge and Gull lake Special Care Home as well as for the dances at the Senior 
Citizens Centre and Heritage Towers... 

During the term that I was Vice-President,I organized many of the club's 
activities,both in the city and those out of town by car and bus.I also 
represented the Old Time Fiddlers on the executive of the Multi-Cultural 
Society. 

About this time,however,I found it medically necessary to ease up on the 
fiddle playing,and later,to stop playing altogether.Since I could no longer 
be an active member,I left the club. 

After being a resident of Swift Current for 41 years,my wife Myrtle and I 
moved to Prince Albert in 1985 to be near our grandchildren. 


I enjoyed my fiddle playing with the 01d Time Fiddlers and now miss the 


friends I had in that organization. Perhaps my contribution helped a bit. 


Archie Smiley 


I was born in the village of Robsart,Sask.December 31,1917.Believe it or 
not,the old hospital still stands,but is only occupied by pigeons and 
Sparrows.I lived on a farm north of Robsart until I was about eleven. 

I can remember my dad playing the fiddle for some of the dances.My dad's 
fiddle got broken in 1927,so we didn't have one in the house until we bought 
an old one from a neighbor in 1932 for about $5. 

When I had the mumps in the spring of 1933,I started to try the fiddle. 
My poor mother! When I think of the terrible sounds that came from a teenager 
trying to get a tune out of that fiddle! My mother survived,though,for a good 
many years after that.Her father,the late George Camerson of Nova Scotia,was 
a real good fiddler and she could see the potential. 

I never did take a lesson but eventually learned the different notes so [I 
Knew which key I was playing in.I kept on improving so that by 1936 I would 
‘play for some social evenings and house parties.My sister,now Martha Baxter, 
used to get me to play some dances like the Waltz Quadrille,and they would 
dance with some of the fellows,one of them being Bill Baxter of Swift Current. 

In February of 1938,my dad,mother and I went down to Nova Scotia.I used to 
play there at a few gatherings and at my cousin's place.I would put my fiddle 
and bow in a pillow case and carry it to different places to play.When we left 
Nova Scotia in 1939,the young people of the community gave me a violin case 
as a farewell gift.Oh boy! I was somebody now,with a new shiny case for my 
fiddle! In 1940 I sold my fiddle to a fellow for $10.I started to play 
another that had belonged to my grandfather. 

As I had to work for a living,I didn't play much for a few years.When I 
was going with Lavone,who later became my wife,I started to play some at 
schoolhouse dance parties,etc. In 1945 we had a small orchestra called the 
ABC Orchestra,myself on the fiddle,George Cunningham on the banjo mandolin 
and Bill Brown on the piano.I can remember,if it stormed,we would play 
until daylight. 

I continued playing in different groups until 1946 when I started to work 
for Ducks Unlimited.I didn't take my fiddle along in the summer so it just 
collected a little dust.In 1952 I started buying grain so we had a little 
orchestra to play for local dances,social evenings and weddings.My father,the 
late Joe Smiley,passed away in 1956,and he gave me his fiddle,which I still 
have today.I kept playing a little through the years but didn't take an active 


part in contests until the summer of 1968. 


2 
My great friend,the late Vance Hanline of Eastend,came to visit one day 


and suggested that I enter the fiddling contest in Swift Current in the fall 
of 1968.I went tothe contest with Joy Anderson as accompanist.I didn't place 
but came away with a greater knowledge of fiddlers and contests.I have taken 
part in all the contests in Swift Current since,with the exception of one in 
1970.I have several trophies now,besides a few from other contests,namely 
Admiral,Shaunavon,Murrydale,Weyburn and Medicine Hat. 

As I was working in a grain elevator,I didn't have much of a chance to 
go to the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers socials until I started going with 
Vance Hanline. In 1979 Vance suggested that I join the group,so I wrote a 
letter to Bub Brightwell saying that I would be pleased to join.My application 
was approved.From then on,I have been quite active with the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddlers.I have taken part in making several records.I really enjoy 
being with the great bunch. 

My good wife Lavone doesn't play an instrument,but is really dedicated 
by going along with me,looking after my uniforms,helping to sell records,etc. 
I know I wouldn't be nearly as active if it wasn't for her loyal support. 


I still live in the village of Robsart and drive about 120 miles to 


Swift Current to take part in their monthly dances at the Civic Centre,plus 
other dances such as Admiral,Delisle,Saskatoon,Frontier,to name a few.We 
have been on tour now for several summers in Manitoba,Saskatchewan and Alberta 
In 1985 I underwent surgery so missed being with the group.When I was in the 
hospital,the Fiddlers supplied me with flowers and cards that I will always 
remember.I could go on and on,but it would be repetitious,about what a 
swell bunch of guys and gals there are in the SCOTF.I have commented on 
several occasions that I never belonged to an organization of that size(22 
musicians,and their wives)that got along so well,with very little friction of 
any kind. 

I would like to thank some of the guys for their good jokes that have made 
a lot of fun out of the work.Here's hoping that the old time fiddling will 
continue,and that my wife and I will be able to enjoy this fellowship and 
goodwill.We are proud to be a part of it all.The very best to you in the 


future! 


tc 


Lavone Smiley 

I was born on a cold night in December,1924 and spent my young life 
on a farm five miles north of the little town of Vidora.I attended Cypress 
Lake School until Grade X and then went to the village of Consul to 
finish high school. 

The war was on during those years and teachers were in good demand. 
This had always been my chosen profession so off I went to Moose Jaw 
Normal School.Coming from the country,everything was so different,and I 
don't think I ever ceased to marvel at the sound of footsteps on the 
marble floors or dancing at Temple Gardens. 

In the fall of 1943 I taught at Atkins School,south of Eastend,Sask. 

In 1944 Archie and I were married in Medicine Hat.I continued to teach 
a few more years,but as our family of four children became part of our 
lives,I found lots of work at home,and only filled in teaching when needed. 

After the children were grown,I worked nine years for Statistics 
Canada,and at present look after a small library in Robsart. 


Although I don't play an instrument,I have always loved old time music 


and dancing,and am very happy to be part of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers. 


Archie and Lavone Smiley 


Archie Smiley 


Competitor in the Western 
Canada Old Time Fiddling 


Championships,Swift Current 


Bob Steinborn 


In 1901 my father came from North Dakota to homestead north-west of 
Swift Current.After he married Mary Petch in 1909,he returned to the farm 
at Velva,North Dakota,where he remained until his move back to Swift Current 
about 1913.My brother Bill and I were born in the States.As time went on, 
there were six in the family. 

It was a big day for us kids when Dad brought home a new piano in 1924. 
We all had a 'go' at it!Eventually,my brother Bill played the guitar and 
banjo and brother Louie played the piano and used Dad's old violin. 

I've loved music as long as I can remember .My father,who was a great 
left-handed fiddle player,had done a lot of playing in the States.He never 
changed the strings or anything on the fiddle.When I was very young,he used 
to let me play his violin on the bed.That same old violin is a treasured 
family heirloom today. 

I well remember the first dance we played for.Oscar Carefoot was teaching 
at Simcoe School and asked us to supply the music.We were all quite young - 
I was about fourteen,I guess - so it was a big occasion for us.We three boys 
played together for parties and dances around the district for many years 
until the family moved to Prongua,west of Battleford in 1934.I took a few 
lessons from Mrs.Gude and a few from Mrs.John Benn. 

After that I teamed up with different groups.I played with the Johnny 
Horns' band at Clearwater Lake all one summer and joined the Archie Miller 
orchestra for quite awhile when they entertained at the Ratepayers' Hall. 
Later on,Ivy Horner and I played for one of the first old time dance and 
Square dance groups to be organized in Swift Current.We played in the Healy 
Hotel Banquet Room -what a nice place that was! - and met with considerable 
success during that period.Besides being on all the recordings made by the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers,I've found time to play with the Bernie 
Heierens,Terry and Her Boys,the Kiwanis Kords,during which time I've met 
some of the best friends I've ever had. 

I stayed on the farm until 1937,then went to Swift Current where I worked 
at the Motordrome until I joined the army.I served in the Royal Canadian 
Electrical Engineers for four and one half years.After spending my first 
two years in the Service seeing Canada,mostly west and north,I was posted 
overseas for two and one half years. I was discharged in April,1946. 

I met my future bride-to-be by accident.About to play at a schoolhouse 
dance one evening,I opened my violin case to see that all the hair had come 


out one end.Said one of the boys," Oh,we can fix that! We'll just go across 


the road to John Andrews' place.His daughter takes violin lessons and I'm sure 


__ 


they'11 give you a bow for the night!" Well, I fiddled around the Andrews! 


place long enough to marry Hazel Andrews in 1940.She was a violinist.I was a 
fiddler. 

Together with Ivy Horner, a committee was set up to organize old time 
fiddle contests in Swift Current.Our first two contests were held at the 
CJFB TV station north of the city,and proved so popular that we rented the 
Legion Hall to accomodate the growing crowds.Fiddlers from far-away places 
in the States competed with our Canadian talent,and everyone had a great 
time for ten or twelve years.Then it was turned over to the Rotary Club to 
operate.They've done a good job and are still going strong.Ivy Horner,who 
was really ‘the brain' and 'mainspring' behind these contests exerted 
considerable personal effort to make them successful. 

I met many capable judges at these contests and learned the art at the 
same time.Besides judging in Swift Current on numerous occasions,I also 
judged contestants in Regina,Weyburn Herbert.gastend,Shaunavon,Medicine Hat 
and other small contests.The hardest I found to judge was held at the Peace 
Gardens.It was their very first contest,with players from all over.As some 
of them were 'blue-grass' musicians,a few contestants did not play the true 
old time rhythm upon which our contests were based.Still,I enjoyed it very 
much and the music was lovely.I've also judged in Glasgow,Montana and Wolf 
Point,Montana and a few other places. 

After the war I worked at Newton Motors,first tune-up man,then as shop 
foreman for a total of seven years.Then I supervised the reconditioning 
and appraised cars and trucks for Standard Motors for seventeen years.After 
purchasing the Midwest Truck Seat Exchange,I operated the business for about 
ten years before selling it and retiring in 1980.Those were the happiest 
years of my life. 

Hazel and I have enjoyed so many musical evenings,both in our home and 
while visiting others in theirs.Hazel has been teaching music for many years 
and has done well by it.I have been interested in,and playing,music for over 
sixty years.My wife Hazel has been teaching music in the city for over fifty 
years. 

I have been retired for seven years,and still fiddle around with the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers and the Kiwanis Kords.We have a lot of good 
clean fun. 

I would liketoknow if any of our coming generation will keep up the 


musical traditions we've tried so hard to preserve?We have done our share. 


Hazel Steinborn 


My interest in violin music blossomed when an English bachelor named 
Steve Chittenden came to my parents' home for dinner every Sunday.He always 
brought his violin,and when dinner was over,my mother would play the old 
pump-organ,and,later,the piano,and Steve would play the violin. 

My father would give us a baby pig to care for during the summer.In the 
fall,we could have it killed,then sell the meat to the butcher shop for 7-1/2 
cents a pound.I netted $10 in pin money that way. 

I went to the Ed Sykes Music Store,which used to be the parking lot for 
Eatons,where I purchased a violin for $7.50, a bow for $1,50 and a case for 
$2 - equipment valued at $11,but which I obtained for $10.I tied my latest 
acquisition very carefully to the back of my saddlie,and home I went,with my 
mind firmly made up to learn how to play that instrument. 

The following Sunday,Mr.Chittenden taught me how to hold a violin,how to 
tune it up and how to resin the bow as well as he knew how from what he'd 
learned through a home study course. 

After I'd learned to play by ear,my mother decided that I should have 
lessons on the violin and piano.I was twelve years old,and spent a short time 
with Bessie Jones,the only violin player in Swift Current at the time.Somehow - 
with my $7.50 violin,I managed to win first place at the music festivals. 
Then the dirty 30's arrived,and there was no money for music lessons or any- 
thing else. 

Prairieville School was just across the road from our farm.At the weekly | 
card parties which were held there,I learned a lot of dance music by listening 
to other musicians who came to play.Later,I tried playing with the dance band. 
Maude Haught was an excellent piano player and good on the violin.There were 
Mrs.Sid Gude,Art Burns,(he was a top jazz player for the silent movies in 
Swift Current),Jim Fields,an old rancher who played guitar,Jessie Leshures, 

a farmer from the Ruskin district,Erma Leshures and Rudolph Tronsguard. 
Rudolph Tronsguard,with his brothers and sistersalsohad a good band of their 
own.Then,Robert on the violin,and brother Bill on the banjo,joined the 
Tronsguard orchestra. 

When I was fifteen years ol1d,Mr.Hubble,a music festival adjudicator 
from Winnipeg, advised me to study with a good music teacher,since my violin 
and I were like one.So,once a month,I went to Regina to study under Mr.Knight 
Wilson,a noted violinist conductor,who had come from Glasgow,Scotland,and 
had brought a wealth of knowledge with him. 


Those were the hardest lessons I ever received! I had so much to correct. 


At times I would have gladly given up,but I did not do so.After a few hours' 


workout with him, a wonderful new world beckoned to me,and I simply carried on 
I spent fifteen years with him and several other teachers,namely,violin and 
piano,Knight Wilson,piano,Miss Grace Knowlden,Miss Marquite Buck,Mr.lan Barrie 
Dr.Lyell Gusten of Saskatoon,and theory with all of these instructors. 

I'd leave Swift Current by train at 4:30 A.M..In Regina I'd spend from 
9:30 A.M. to 4:40 P.M. in music lessons, and arrive back in Swift Current 
about 11:30 or later.Next morning I'd get up at 7 so I could resume teaching 
at 8 A.M. Through that kind of continuous effort,I obtained my Associate in 
violin and piano.Altogether I spent twenty-one years at the Banff School of 
Fine Arts Summer School in Banff ,Alberta. 

One great thrill of my life was playing ina trio with orchestra 
accompaniment before Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip at the 
Banff School Of Fine Arts,under the renowned strings teacher - conductor 
Mr.Claydon Hare of Calgary-I studied there with Mr.Hare,Mr.Kennedson, 
Professor Rolston,voice,Filmore Hubble,cello,Mrs.Hutton,piano,Mr.Boris 
Roubackin and theory ,Mr.Seachfield. 

My second great honor was when I had my twenty one piece string 
orchestra selected to perform at Expo 67,of which a number of these students 
,»such as Don Metke,Wayne Regier,Grace Derksen Funk and Faith Funk Weibe 
are still teaching music. 

The third reward was when I had two violinists chosen to perform in 
the National Youth Orchestra of Canada - one,John Dyer,son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Dyer,Sr,Sswift Current,the second,Van Uglem,son of Mr. and Mrs.Clarence 
Uglem,Swift Current.Van was a silver medallist on all of his Toronto 
Conservatory violin examinations,and was selected on those merits,the 
youngest violin player ever in the National Youth Orchestra.John was also 
a member of the Calgary Symphony and had his own dance band in Calgary.Both 
Van and his brother Eric are dance-band players. 

I had a large number of silver medallists in piano and violin,some of 
whom are Elaine Stepak,piano - Bruce Leinan,Maurice Jenner,Betty Funk, 
Judith Hiebert,Reuben Remple,Galen Thompson,Bill Casewell,Jean Casewell, 
among others.I have had a large number of theory students who have received 
top award marks,and I have their names on the University Government House 
in Regina.Numerous festival scholarship winners,local and provincial, 
include Dara Duff,Brian and David Johnson of Shaunavon,who have now obtained 
their Bachelor of Music degrees,when yearly winners of 01d Time Junior 
Fiddlers in Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers play off.In later years,I have 


had a winning orchestra at Saskatoon Unifest Music Festival,top awards for 


six years - orchestra, ,trios,quartettes performed on final concert nights. 


For soloists,I have had selected David and Brian Johnson as winners at 
the Talent West performance in Calgary, and the Swift Current Golden Prairie 
Junior Sexette performing at the Gallery Night in Saskatoon Jubilee 
Auditorium,winners of Talent West,1984. 

My Trois Orchestra has performed,taking first place in numerous music 
festivals across Saskatchewan. 

For myself,I have performed in a large number of musical events across 
Saskatchewan and Alberta,besides enjoying the times I have played with the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers Association. My husband Robert and the 
late Ivan Horner were the co-members who founded the great Swift Current 
Old Time Fiddlers Association that has since become Western Canada's 


leading dance band group. 


Bob and Hazel Steinborn 


are given a Fiddler plague to commemorate 


their 45th wedding anniversary,Nov.1985. 


Jake Thiesen 

I was born in Herbert,Saskatchewan and brought up on a farm eight miles 
south-east of Swift Current. 

My father liked music.He had a violin and a harmonica, and he played 
the two together at some schoolhouse dance parties.As we grew Oolder,he said 
he would like us to learn how to play.we were real interested,so he bought 
a guitar,banjo and ukelele.We learned to play by listening to an Edison 
record player.All my music is by ear,self-taught.We played at turkey raffles 
and house parties in Cantuar and area. 

I left home to work on a farm.I married and had a chance to rent land 
in the Pambrum area.My wife and I were real busy.We bought a farm in 1946.We 
had chickens,pigs and some cattle.We sold our land in 1968 and retired to live 
in Swift Current.I went back to playing the violin again. 

Ivy and Elizabeth Horner and other players were playing old time music 
on the street, and I thought that was greatI€ only I could be one of them! 
Ivy and I were playing at their house, and he asked me if I would be 
interested in joining the group.I said,"I sure would"and I still enjoy it 
as much as I ever did.These have been the most enjoyable years in my life. 

I have entered in quite a few fiddling contests since the early 1970's, 
and averaged a win a year.At present I make the arrangements to entertain 
the people in the nursing homes and senior citizen homes. 

The Swift Current O1d time Fiddlers have made nine records, and I have 
taken part in all of them.As much as I would have liked to go,I have not 
been going on the tours because of the time away from home.My wife Anna and 
I are both members of the Old time Fiddlers and proud of it. 


The President says he does not know how to read music,but he sure knows 


how to make the arrangements to keep it going - and the secretary - and 
those who make up the music program for each engagement - and all the others 
who take part to keep the show going so well - we hope it continues. 


My wife and I thank you all. 


Archie Wells 


My father bought me a 3/4 size violin,valued five dollars,in the early 
1920's. He had played the violin in a small village band in England before 
immigrating to Saskatchewan in 1911.He could play by music,but very little 
by ear,and he tuned the instrument with the aid of a tuning pipe,showed me 
the approximate position of the fingers to play the scale of C,and toid me 
to go to it. 

Being of quite poor financial resources,we had no access to music lessons, 
and my father seemed to be too busy to teach any of our family the rudiments 
of music.Having one sister and three brothers,there was usually enough 
excitement around the place without much in the way of music. 

I learned to play most of the tunes I knew in the key of C or G,and 
it was only in later years when I started to play the accordion,(also by ear) 
that I dared to play in two sharps,or three flats,and I never became really 
proficient in those keys. 

In those days the pioneers had no radios,and many did not have a telephone, 
and schoolhouse dances were the norm,when everyone came to visit,and 
exchange gossip.Schoolhouse desks were backed up to the walls,and became 
beds for many of the people in the area that are now grandparents. 

When I was about 15 years of age,I saved enough money to send to Eatons 
for a tenor banjo,which cost eight dollars without a Carrying case.This I 
made at home.I learned to play by ear the tunes I played on the violin, 
and still do until this day,as I am not proficient with all of the necessary 
chords that go with music when played properly. 

One day in midwinter,a school friend a few years older than myself came 
from Waldeck,a distance of eight miles,to ask me to help him play for a 
dance in Waldeck.It was a calm sunny day,25 degrees below zero,and as he 
rode his horse,we walked all the way back to Waldeck carrying the banjo,and 
leading the horse.On the way,Eugene Agar taught me how,and when,to change 
chord positions in the tunes 'Little Brown Jug' and 'Golden Slippers'.There 
we were at the dance hall,no piano,no other accompaniment,and most of the 
time,I stumbled through the tunes or chords in time to his violin music.1It 
seemed everyone had a good time,except myself,as I was sure there were people 
there who could have done a better job. 

Years went by.A better banjo came my way during the 30's.I joined the 
John Horne Orchesta, and played with him about 20 years, as well as with 
Oliver Cory,Jimmy Horne,Wilfred Armstrong,Henry Doerksen,Peter Thiessen and 


many others.For years we played for two dollars each per night,and occasion- 


ally received a five dollar bill each. 


I never became an expert fiddle player,and,as I had aspirations to be an 
accordion player,i started with a 12 bass accordion,then bought a used 60 bass 
Hohner,and have a 120 bass piano accordion which I played for over 20 years 
at local dances. 

About this time the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers orchestra was 
organized.I joined the group then headed by Ivy Horner,Bob Steinborn,Vance 
Hanline,'Bub' Brightwell and several others.I play melody most of the time on 
the tenor banjo with this group,and have always found it an enjoyable exper- 
lence. 

I was one of the six persons who were over 60 years of age to sign 
an application for a New Horizons allotment of funds to make our first 
recording of our music.We have been successful to date in having eight 
records cut. 

We travel in Alberta,Saskatchewan and Manitoba to play for dances when 
we have time(some of our members are still active in their chosen professions). 
I always like to talk with people we meet,and I soon became known as 'the 
late Archie Wells',as the bus had to wait for me many times. 

In fact, we were just finished taping a new record in Saskatoon,and I 
stayed at the studio to listen to the finished tape.This studio was a little 
over 20 miles from Saskatoon,near Pike Lake,and we had to go back to Sask- 
atoon to our hotel.One of our members decided to phone his wife in Saskatoon, 
and was doing so when I boarded the bus.Our director told the bus driver, 
'The late Archie Wells is here,let's go',and away we went.We were almost 
finished our meal at the hotel when the wife of the man who had phoned came 
looking for himWe hadn't missed Lang,and had to send someone out to the 
studio to pick him up. 

At another town we split our orchestra into two groups to play for senior 
citizens in two separate villages.Bob and Ralph were to be with one group, 
and,when we left,each group thought these two were with the other group.We did 
not know we had left them behind until we returned and found them 'twiddling 
their thumbs'.Many other amusing experiences will be recorded in this book, 
so I shall not elaborate any further. 

We have had much satisfaction in being members of this organization.One 
of our many,and much appreciated,comments we receive is that folks do not 
have to sit and tolerate the ultra loud sound that goes with modern 'Rock' 
type music.We always try to play to allow people to converse quietly,whether 


they are dancing,or just listening to our music. 


As we are not paid any salary,but do have our meals and transportation 
paid out of our record sales and admissions, we,as a group of about 32 


people have a harmonious comradeship, which we look forward to sharing year 


after year. 
In Memoriam 


Archie Wells passed away Tuesday,June 1,1988 at the Swift Current Union 
Hospital. 


Archie Wells and Santa 


taken at Horseshoe Lodge 
when Fiddlers were presented 
with Merit Award by 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Ora Wetterstrand 


I was born at Admiral,Sask.,and it was there I received my musical 
education.During the final year of high school,my piano teacher fell in 
love with a farmer.Her parents disapproved so they offered to finance her 
further education in Toronto.It was then I assumed her music class and 
commenced teaching.Incidentally,she came back from Toronto and married 
another farmer. 

When I married Edgar Wetterstrand,we lived on the home farm north of 
Admiral, and it was there our four children were born.Upon moving to Leinan, 
I commenced teaching again,this time in Stewart Valley.It was there,as well, 
that we began playing for dances. 

When we moved to Tompkins,both Edgar and I were members of a dance band, 
and I had a small class of piano students. 

Next came our move to Webb,where another son was born.We started two 
dance bands of teen-agers while living there.When these boys and girls 
reached maturity and were gone,Edgar and I became members of the Black Hawk 
Orchestra in Swift Current and played around the south-west corner of our 
province. 

When we moved to Swift Current,because of Edgar's ill health,we found 
ourselves becoming involved with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers.After 
Edgar's death,I continued my membership in the organization,and my family 
sometimes refer to them as ‘Mother's other family'. 

The fellowship among this group of men and women is most enjoyable,and 
we all have the personal satisfaction of being allowed to share what is left 
of our talents,and to give some measure of pleasure to those less fortunate 


than we. 


Making The Video 


At the Swift Current Old Time Fiddler dance April 9,1985 Lawrence 
Schatkoski,the Fiddler President,requested six couples of the old time dancers 
to volunteer to help make a video on April 28,1985.The couples that were 
approached included Art and Marg Noble,Swift Current,Les and irene Anderson,Swift 
Current,Ade and Jean Stephenson,Cabri,Ray and Helen Hankins,Cabri,Keith and 
Phyllis Hanna,Tompkins,Verena Schatkoski,Swift Current and Ed Jacobson ,Kyle. 

We all considered it a once-in-a-lifetime-privilege to have been asked. 

Before the actual taping took place,we had practiced a few times in St. 
Michaels Parish Hall in Swift Current.When the fiddlers and dancers met at 
the Wheatland Mall preparatoy to leaving for Saskatoon at 12 A.M.Friday,a 
fouple of our ladies made a mad last-minute dash to the Mall to find a proper 
size for their clothing,due to an earlier mix-up.The Fiddlers had furnished 
Square dance skirts for the ladies and matching ties for the men.Alvina Kantrud, 
a local seamstress,had cheerfully done the necessary sewing. 

Del Allison was the capable driver who took us all to Saskatoon.He drove 
us to the Confederation Flag Inn where we were greeted by a large banner 
hanging over the front entrance that proclaimed to one and all,'Welcome to the 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers'.It left us feeling warm and accepted! The 
dancers were certainly treated royally over the weekend, with the management 
graciously providing a salon for practice dancing and a sewing room where we 
could press our clothes. 

On Friday,we were driven to Hughes Studio to make the sound track of 
Keith Hanna's voice for the square dance calling.We had to dance in our 
stocking feet with our mouths tightly closed so there would be no extra sound 
on the tape. The equipment they were using was especially sensitive and would 
pick up every sound,whether it belonged there or not.After several re-runs, 
the sound turned out real well. 

At supper time that evening,the cooks refused to serve everyone until the 
Fiddlers had played some music for them.The Fiddlers complied and the men danced 
with the cooks.When the cooks went into hiding a short while later,we women just 
Sat an“ -ratched. 

Under Keith Hanna's direction,we practiced most of the day on Saturday.In the 
evening we entertained,after the banquet,those who were attending the Kiwanis 
Convention in the Confederation Flag Inn. 

Bright and early on Sunday morning, we were ready and headed for the studio 
to make the video.The private dressing rooms we had been promised turned out to 
be one big room with clothes racks and empty clothes hangers for partitions. 


We had no time for modesty that day! We did about twenty three dances , fourteen 


hours and three costume changes during the day. Following innumerable stops and 
starts, and necessary re-runs throughout the session,such as an hour to do the 
heel-and-toe-polka, we returned to the hotel,very tired but happy. 

During our noon-break,we were pleasantly surprised,as the hotel staff 
had made a lovely birthday cake for Ade Stephenson's 70th birthday.It was 
very much appreciated.The weekend ended with a tasty smorgaasbord and a long 
bus ride home. 

The dancers are very grateful to the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers for 
this opportunity to promote old time dancing in this fashion. 

Later on that summer, we accompanied the Fiddlers to Grandora at the 
Running M/B Ranch outside of Saskatoon,where we danced in a quonset with a 
cement floor and were treated to another smorgaasbord supper. 

Another highlight was dancing with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 
for Celebrate Saskatchewan on March 10,1987. 


Recording for Video 


April 26,1995 
Director - Verena Schatkoski 
Sound Engineers - Egon Sperrer 

- Donald G.Romphf 


Making The Video 


Phyllis and Keith Hanna 
dance for video recording April 25,1985 


Verena Schatkoski and Ed Jacobsen 


perform for video recording at Union Centre 


Saskatoon. 
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Welcome Sign that greeted Fiddlers 
April 25,1985 
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Verena Schatkoski directing 


Irene and Lester Anderson 
Irene was born on her father's homestead north-west of Maple Creek.Having 
a mother who played and chorded on the piano for most of the school dances 
around,she learned to dance at an early age.In those days the youngsters 
went with their parents,and always loved dancing.Irene,her sisters and 
brothers danced from the time they started school. 
She started dancing with the Old Time Fiddlers when she married me in 1978 


We have been asked to go along to do demonstration dancing at different places 


such as Moose Jaw,Vanscoy,Saskatoon and La Fleche,where several people have 
asked us if we would teach dancing. 

I was born on my father's homestead north-west of Swift Current,and 
learned old time dancing at home and at school dances. My father built a 
large barn with a loft in 1918,and,for many years,we used to have at least 
two dances every summer.People would come for miles around for a barn dance. 

I always went to a lot of dances, and really loved violin music.I went to 
old time dances and fiddle contests for many years,and haven't missed many 
Since the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers began their socials.When I met Irene, 
and we married in 1978,what dances I didn't know,she did. We have learned 
others,travelling to other places.We dance a lot and enjoy it. 

However,the highlight of it all was making the 'Schoolhouse Dance' video 


in Saskatoon with the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 


Lester and Irene Anderson 


who helped to make 


"Schoolhouse Dance' video 


a 


——— 


—- 


Ray and Helen Hankins 


Ray and I were both born in Cabri but lived on farms south-west of town. 
Raymond's family stayed on their farm but my parents moved into Cabri to start 
my sister and I to school,where we remianed until 1942. 

We kept in touch with everyone out south as my grandfather played the fiddle 
for schoolhouse dances and house parties ,and Ray's father,Benny Hankins,was the 
floor manager and also called the square dances.Mr.Hankins took time out to 
teach all the young folks exactly what their parents did.These things, being 
our parents' greatest interest,rubbed off on us and has hung on.I was able to 
take a little tap-dancing in school,so that,too,kept uv my interest. 

We were married in 1942 and schoolhouse entertainment was still the high- 
light of all communities.We'd often said that we'd rather dance than eat,so 
would have a hurried supper to get ready to go to a schoolhouse or the Rose- 
ray Hall,which was a Saturday night must.We went through the Jive,Jitterbug, 
Soot-Suiters,and enjoyed them all. 

We then took a few years of square dancing,but heard there was going to be 
some old time dancing with Swift Current with fiddlers playing,so started 
travelling to their dances and have not stopped. 

It seemed like it was such a part of us,and we were so proud of what this 
wonderful group of old time fiddlers were doing,that we decided,when they 
started to tour,if it were possible,we would make this a holiday and follow 
along with them. 

One time,going to Manitoba,we parked our motor home in the motel parking 
lot,and all the fiddlers and others that could squeeze in,brought their 
instruments and played requests from each other.tfe are always pleased to go 
into a Senior Citizens',or nursing,home and help give them an hour or two of 
listening or watching pleasure.Sometimes,we've been asked to dance something 
they did many years ago,and it does one's heart good to see the appreciative 
expression on their faces.Each of them cherish and remember the fiddlers' visit 
for many months.Many times we have accompanied the fiddlers on their tours,and 
try to help with the handling of the records and cassettes,and Ray,with the 
moving of the equipment.Sometimes,when the bus leaves on a tour,or when coming 
home,the music starts and lasts for an hour or more.This really makes the time 
of the journey fly by.Of course,the jokes and laughter and the sharing of 
goodies always adds to everything. 

We have danced in hotel lobbies,malls,quonsets,barns,dining areas,nursing 
homes,service stations and,of course,halls.Once,when on tour up north,we were 


to be served breakfast at an Esso Station,but soon found out they wanted some 


music and dancing for a few minutes.As accomodating as the Fiddlers always are, 


they granted his wishes and everyone enjoyed a lovely breakfast. 

They have left members behind for a couple of hours,forgotten suitcases, 
doctored ones not feeling well,shared rooms and enjoyed every bit of it. 

In 1986 Phyllis and Keith Hanna,and Ray and I,accompanied the Fiddlers on 
tour to Alberta,ending up at the Red Barn north of Edmonton.After several 
days and nights,you could still enjoy the next performance.On this trip we 
Shared rooms,laughter and friendship,and it all added up to a most memorable 
experience. 

Last December we went with them to Lethbridge,Alberta where they enter- 
tained the Pemmican Club's one hundred first birthday.One of the biggest 
thrills of our lifetime was to be one of the dance couples that were asked, 
and who took part in the making of the video in 1985.This spring we were 
asked to be on Entertainment Saskatchewan.They are both cherished treasures to 
us. 

The Old Time Fiddlers are a non-profit group,and I'm sure they are one of 
the best-liked and respected groups wherever they go.Their records and tapes 
are used far and wide for listening and pleasure, and are also used for 
promoting old time pattern dances.These are but a few of our experiences and 
pleasures, and we would like to thank you,each and everyone,for letting us join 


in and share some of these wonderful occasions. 


Ray and Helen Hankins 


who helped to make the video 


"Schoolhouse Dance' 


Art and Marge Noble 


I was born a mile north of Swift Current and two miles east of the Lone 
Tree.I spent the first eleven years on a farm north of Swift Current and went 
to school in Swift Current. 

In 1926 and 1927,when my parents moved to River View Park,we lived in 
the stone house at Saskatchewan Landing.In nice weather I attended Vendetta 
School six miles south of our place and studied by correspondence courses 
taught by my mother in the winter.In later years I went to Stewart Valley 
and finally finished my high school in Swift Current. 

My love for dancing started way back in 1926 when I was a very young girl, 
trying to teach people how to rollerskate to music at my father's park. 
(River View Park,located where the Swift Current Creek emptied into the 
South Saskatchewan River,is now under Lake Deifenbaker.) My love for 
dancing kept growing,and when we moved to the stone house at Saskatchewan 
Landing in 1928,my mother,who was a music teacher,and my brother Vern 
would play so we could dance. 

Vern had been taught to play the violin by an old time fiddler,George 
Torrance.He and two boys,Bill Demar and Bud Mullenix,started an orchestra 
and played for schoolhouse dances in the district.When Dad thought I was 
old enough to go to dances,I was allowed to go under the strict eye of my 
brother.I really do mean STRICT! 

Years passed,and my desire to dance increased. When Art and I started to 
go out,we attended most of the schoolhouse dances around,including those 
at Clearwater Lake. 

Art was born in Ontario,and came west as an eleven month old baby,so 
his whole life was mostly spent in the North Landing and Kyle area.He 
began dancing at an early age,and would go to schoolhouse dances north and 
south of the river on horseback.At one time he travelled with an old time 
orchestra called Mac's Vagabonds.During the 30's,there were dances every 
night of the week,and a midnight frolic at Clearwater Lake and Round Hall on 
Sundays.He even danced at Clearwater Lake when Bobby Jimbey played with the 
Wiseton Orchestra!And to Muriel Hunter's band - and the Fiddlers! 

In 1938 Art and I were married in the old stone house at Saskatchewan 
Landing.Art was employed with the Department of Highways and was Bulk Agent 
for the BA in Kyle,so we moved to Kyle.He spent one winter working at the Art 


McCrie Furniture Store in Swift Current before joining the R.C.A.F.After his 
discharge,we took up farming at Kyle and lived there until moving to Swift 


Current in 1985.We had three children -Marilyn(Johnson) ,Moose Jaw,Elaine 


(Renton),Lloydminster,and David(Noble),Swift Current, and have been blessed 
with five grandchildren. 

In 1952 we started square dancing with the Square Dance Club in the Healy 
Hotel Ballroom,with Dickie and Harold Newlove as callers.We learned many old 
time pattern dances there. 

When we helped Kyle form a dance club,Art was made its first president.We 
also helped clubs at Plato,Tyner and the Matador Mavericks. 

Due to a leg injury of mine,we discontinued dancing on a large scale for a 
few years.Then Art and I took up dancing with the Kyle Old Time Club under 
Ernie and Grace Furseth.Eventually, we started going to the 01d Time Fiddlers' 
dances at the Civic Centre,and have been going ever since.Their music is an 
inspiration to young and 01d alike!We were one of the fortunate couples to be 
chosen to help them make their ‘Schoolhouse Dance' video.That was certainly a 
wonderful experience which we will remember and cherish always. 


Our motto has been,' We would rather dance than eat'!And,many times we did! 


Art and Marge Noble 
who helped with the others 
to make the 


‘Schoolhouse Dance' video. 


Adrian and Jean Stephenson 


Jean was born in Moose Jaw,Sask. and raised in the Kyle area. 

She taught school at Braddock,Stewart Valley and Cabri,where we met and were 
married in 1947. 

I was born and raised in the Cabri district.I worked for the Cabri Co-op 
and farmed the home farm for 30 years. 

We have two children and four grandchildren.We are now retired and 
enjoy Square and round dancing as well as old time dancing to the Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers.We have danced with them since they started their 
regular dances. 

I have played the Euphonium with the Cabri Brass Band for 59 years,where 
I got my musical training from my father,the late William Stephenson,who 
was Swift Current's first bandmaster.Then,when he came to Cabri to homestead, 
he became bandmaster of the Cabri Brass Band after it had been in existence 
for 6 months,a position he held for 25 years till the time of his death. 

At that time I was in the Air Force,and on discharge in 1945,took over 
over the leadership for the next 12 years. 

We were invited with five other couples to help in the making of a 
dance video.This was a verv interesting,fun-filled experience,which we 
enjoyed along with the hospitality shown by the Old Time Fiddlers. We also 
jouneyed to Grandora with the Fiddlers. 

We have enjoyed our association with the Old Time Fiddlers and take 
pleasure dancing to their music. We hope this association continues to 
promote their special brand of entertainmnet for many more years. 

We wish to express our sincere thanks to the Old Time Fiddlers for the 


opportunity of being a part of their organization. 


Adrian and Jean Stephenson . 


Adrian and Jean Stephenson 


- another couple who helped with the video. 


North Battleford Tour,1979 


Time ? July 21 and 22,1979 
Where? Museum,North Battleford,Sask. 
Who participated? 


Edgar and Ora Wetterstrand Lang Shaw 

Isabel and Charlie Schofield Ernie and Agnes Oakman 
Jake and Ann Thiesen Ivy and Elizabeth Horner 
Bub Brightwell John Moffat 

Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude Archie Wells 


Stayed at - Capri Motel 
supper at - Caeser's Palace 


Entertained for - 'Those Were The Days' 


March 4,1979 
Fiddlers played at Telemiracle 3 


in Saskatoon. 


1980 Engagements and Committments 


1.Played 10 times,Civic Centre - Valentine's 'Special',February 14 -early 
in June,due to tour coming up. 

2. Small group led by Jake Thiesen performed once a month,twelve times a 
year,at Palliser Hospital,Heritage Towers,Senior Citizens Activity Centre, 


Special Care Home,Gull Lake - ritual carried out faithfully to present time 


3. Special meetings took place re tunes,pictures and titles - record #3. 

4. Record practices for 'Come Dance With Us' took place Parish Hall,Civic 
Centre. 

5. Taped record at Grassland,Swift Current,February 19,1980. 

6. March 26 - picture taken CPR depot by Smart Flowers and Photos. 

7. Fiddler write-up appeared in papers April 21. 

8. December 20 - Christmas party. 

9. November 2 - Annual meeting. 


In Town Engagements 


February 15 - United Church Hall - Sheltered Workshop - entertainment. 


February 29 - Research Station - CBC interview - Fiddlers. 

May 5 - Ashley Park School - 10 minutes entertainment. 

May 8 - Anglican Church - entertained for Meals On Wheels. 

May 29 - Research Station - Agrologists Convention - 8:30 to 10:00. 
May 31 - Jaywalkers Jamboree - entertainment. 


July 9 - Trail Campground - entertainment 


On An OO BP WYN FF 


July 18 - Fiddlers taped by German recording group in Swift Current. 
9. August 22 - Royal Canadian Legion - dance,8 to l1l. 

10. October 24 - Royal Canadian Legion - O1d Time Dance. 

11. October 27 - Civic Centre - John Andrews 95th birthday party. 


12. December 18 - Royal Canadian Legion - Senior Citizens Christmas Party. 


Out of Town Committments 
1. February 9 - Waldeck - dance. 
2. March 15 - Saskatoon - Midtown Mall - entertainment - Eileen surprised 
to meet relative among the crowd. | 
3. March 21 - Elbow - dance - Celebrate Saskatchewan. 
4. April 11 - Tugaske - dance. 
April 19 - CKCK TV - 1:00 P.M. - ¥% hour program taped,interview,Johnny 
Sandison;Moose Jaw - dance - Royal Canadian Legion,elderly,courtly gentle- 


man asked all of our ladies to dance. 


6. April 22 - Cabri - dance. 
April 25 - Rush Lake - dance. 
May 3 - 4, Regina Folk Festival - Fine Arts Buidling - went by bus - 
actually a workshop - one bra-less young lady really got into the act! 
Fiddlers played both days! 
9. June 9-13,16 -20, Celebrate Saskatchewan tour,separate. 

10.June 21 - Burnham - Homecoming = dance. 

ll. June 28 - Cabri - dance. 

12. July 12 - Shaunavon - dance - Celebrate Saskatchewan. 

13. July 22 - Central Butte - dance. 

14. August 1 - Chaplin - dance. 

15. August 2 - Eastend - dance. 

16. August 3 - Stewart Valley - dance. 

17. Torvey Centre - Regina - Roughriders Pancake Buffet - entertainment. 
Wascana Centre- Regina - entertainment,afternoon. 

18. September 20 - Neidpath - Homecoming - Lyle Simonson,MC their programme. 

19. September 23 - Gull Lake - dance. 

20. October 2 - Royal Canadian Legion Hall -Rotary Club dance,Fiddling contest. 

21. October 11 - Rush Lake - Cannon anniversary - dance. 

22. October 18 - Beechy - dance - Celebrate Saskatchewan -waltz quadrille 
a favorite dance. 

23. October 20 ~ Eastend - Memorial Service - Vance Hanline. 

24. October 28 - Cabri - dance. 

25. November 14 —- Limerick - dance. 

26 . November 21 - Lafleche - Royal Canadian Legion - supper 5:00P.M. - dance. 

27. November 29. Rush Lake - dance. 


28. December 5 - Aneroid - dance. 


Celebrate Saskatchewan Tour ,1980 


Time? June 9 to June 19,1980 


Where? First week: Gravelbourg,Assiniboia,Weyburn,Estevan,Carlyle,Moosomin, 


Broadview,Indian Head,Crescent Park,Moose Jaw 


Second week: Rosetewn, Biggar ,Humboldt ,Wakaw,Melfort,Wadena,Melville, 


(cancelled before tour),and Yorkton. 


Who Participated? 
Edgar and Ora Wetterstrand 
Olive and Cliff Hjermenrude 
Harvey and Marj Peacock 
Lawrence and Verena Schatkoski 
Elvy and Ruth Mickelson 
John Moffat 
Archie and Lavone Smiley 
Land Shaw 
Ralph Biese 


Ernie and Agnes Oakman 

Ivy and Elizabeth Horner 

Wes and Idabel Howes 

Joe Mickelson 

Vance and Agatha Hanline 
Archie Wells 

Lloyd and Eileen Holden 
Isabel and Charlie Schofield 
Bill Whitell,bus driver 


Tour directors:Lawrence and Verena Schatkoski 


Ivy Horner,welcomes 
everyone aboard bus,1980 


Marge Peacock breaks into the 
Charleston,Weyburn,1980 


Celebrate Saskatchewan Tour,1980 


When the government introduced 'Celebrate Saskatchewan' as its theme 
for tourist promotion in 1980,we Fiddlers planned a two-week tour throughout 
Saskatchewan as our contribution to commemorate the 75th birthday of 
Saskatchewan.It was to begin June 9,and would take us into several towns 
south and east of Swift Current.After a weekend at home,we'd begin the 
second half of our tour by visiting towns north and east of the city. 

Thirty two passengers boarded the Southern Charterways bus the morning 
of June 9,with our president,Ivy Horner in charge of all arrangements. Bub 
Brightwell was our secretary-treasurer.Charlie Schofield and Lawrence 
Schatkoski took turns acting as Master of Ceremonies.The ladies not playing 
sold tapes and records.Olive,Ruth,Eileen,Alta,Lavone and Marj all did a good 
job. When needed,Elvy Mickelson acted as our piano tuner. 

We left Swift Current around 9:30 A.M.We ran into all kinds of trouble 
with our air conditioner on the first lap of our journey.A repair man tagged 
us to Gravelbourg,but the problem was not easy to trace.As we sped along in 
the heat on #4 highway,Verena gave us name tags.Lawrence gave us special 
jobs to do.Ralph was selected to help Edgar Wetterstrand set up his drums. 
Others would assist in bringing the equipment into the halls.The ladies 
could sell records. | 

Our first stop was Gravelbourg.We had a nice dinner,then we played 
at the Lions Hall to a full house.After that, we had a guided tour of the 
magnificent Roman Catholic Cathedral in Gravelbourg.The lovely hand paintings 
on ceilings and walls were truly a sight to be long remembered.After the tour, 
we left for Assiniboia,where we had supper before playing to another full 
house at the Legion.We stayed at the Assiniboia Lodge Hotel.Elvy Mickelson 
and Lang Shaw borrowed a couple of wrenches from the local service station 
to tune up a few strings on the piano. 

In the morning we left for Weyburn,where we were welcomed by the 
Chamber of Commerce.After enjoying a lovely meal,we played in the Legion Hall. 
After the performance,everyone was given a medallion of Weyburn before we 
left.Then we were asked to stand beside the bus so they could take our 
picture.When we left Weyburn.we stayed at the Beefeater Inn in Estevan,and 
played for a dance in the evening. 

Ivy Horner lined up a tour of the coal fields for us.Our tour guide, 
Frank Smart showed us the big dragline that was used to clear away the soil 
to the coals seam,then dig out the coal.It could go down 120 feet. 

The cost of this dragline,called Lignite Louis by some,including the one 


at Coronach,and erecting it,was $72,000,000.This machine is 2% times the 


height of a country elevator.It has a twin boom 360 feet long,and the wire 
cable is 4 and 3/8 inches in diameter. 

This particular dragline is 204 feet high,overall length 423 feet,overall 
width 110 feet,operating radius 343 feet,weight 13 million pounds,and the 


total number of horsepower(electric motors) to operate this machine,10,000 H.P. 

The dragline can walk 4% of a mile an hour.The bucket weighs 100 ton,and 
when filled,the suspended load about 230 ton.The bucker size is 19 x 14 x 9% 
feet. When we stood in its huge bucket to,have our pictures taken,we felt 
like dwarfs. Now the coal hauler weighs over 70 ton,trailer capacity a little 
over 102 ton.Its top speed is 64 kilometers an hour.Needless to say,we found | 
this type of tour very interesting and informative. 

Later that day,we had dinner at the Moose Mountain Lodge in Carlyle,and 
entertained there.Ivy Horner was urged to play a fiddle which an ailing 87 
year old man had made and used in earlier times.We then left for Moosomin, 
booked in at the Welcome Motel,had supper,played for a dance —full house, 
despite the weather - and enjoyed ourselves.A group of dancers from Manitoba 
requested the orchestra to play the tune 'Ten pretty Girls' so they could do 
a pattern dance with the same name.It was pretty to watch,and we felt happy 
that enough of us remembered the tune to play it at all! | 

We were in Broadview for dinner next day,and entertained the senior | 
citizens there for about 1% hours before leaving for Indian Head.We booked 
in at the Shayne Motel,all reporting later that their rooms were routine 
accomodation - except for one couple.They were bursting with laughter and 
hilarity when they asked this one and that one to 'come have a look at our 
shower curtains!'They were definitely different from 'run-of-the-mill' 
shower curtains!Indeed,they had the most unusual pictures of women's torsos 
illustrated on them! 

Winding up the first week of our tour,our last engagement took place in 
Moose Jaw.Soup and sandwiches served in the Legion really hit the spot as 
it was cool and dampish outside.We then went to Crescent Park to play in the 
Museum of Art Building.An elderly gentleman,courtly and polite,asked all of 
the ladies in the Fiddlers to dance the pattern dances with him.And he was 
good! It turned out to be a very pleasant evening before we pulled away from 
the city lights and struck out for home.When we'd left Swift Current on 
Monday morning,we'd been livley and fresh.Now,it was Friday,and we'd cooled 
down a great deal. 

We had time to launder our soiled uniforms,check our mailboxes and water 


our lawns before embarking on the second week of our tour.Came Monday morning, 


we departed for Rosetown,had dinner in the Senior Citizens Home there,then 
entertained the folks in the afternoon before leaving for Biggar.When we 
reached the outskirts,we were amused to read a sign declaring,'New York is 
big,but this is Biggar'.Moreover,we were somewaht surprised that the local 
Chamber of Commerce was waiting on the outskirts of town to escort us into 
Biggar.After an excellent supper,the orchestra played in the Legion and the 
girls sold their share of records.That night we stayed in the West Winds Motel 

Moving right along,we played next day for a senior citizens group in 
Humboldt.We were scheduled to play in Wakaw that evening,so we made certain 
we were there in time to enjoy their hospitality at supper time.For the sake 
of a souvenir,Lawrence was presented a pair of felt socks in Wakaw.Bob and 
Elvy had to overhaul broken string on the piano - it was badly out of tune, 
and needed some adjustment We stayed in Melfort that night,ate dinner at 
their Memorial Recreation Centre next day,entertained a group of senior 
citizens there and left for Wadena in time to be served a beautiful supper. 
Following the dance that night,we stayed at the King George Motel in Watson. 

Next morning we pushed on to Yorkton,booked in at the Corona Motel 
(Imperial 400) and had dinner.After supper on June 19,we played for the dance 
in the Yorkton Hall.It was very dry around Yorkton.Crops were patchy as they 
hadn't all germinated yet.But,that didn't deter the people living there from 
having a good time.We were honored to be asked to have lunch in the basement, 
but some preferred to stay in the bus and wait to move on. 

When we reached Regina next noon,we ate in the 3 Star Restaurant before 
going further on our last leg of the tour.We'd always noticed that,when 
Archie Wells finally boarded the bus,we would be ready to go.Known as’ 'the 
late Archie Wells',he always enjoyed an animated conversation with the women 
after almost any meal or dance.This time there was no exception,and,if some- 
one hadn't been counting noses,he might have been left behind. 

When we played at nursing homes or senior citizens homes,they always 
provided us with a refreshment and a snack.This usually spoiled our appetite 
for supper,so the most of us likely added a few extra pounds by the time 
we returned home. 

I'm certain that everyone enjoyed tremendously those two tours we took in 
1980.We not only had excellent turnouts -the generous hand of friendship 
which everyone displayed will long be remembered.Everyone knew the dances - 
and danced them.The ladies did a super job of selling records.What more can 


we say? Just shows you what teamwork can do,is all. 


June 10,1980 - playing in Weyburn 
Hall in afternoon - Charlie Schofield, 
M.C.,Cliff Hjermenrude on guitar, 
Archie Wells,banjo,Harvey Peacock 


and Joe Mickelson on violin. 


June 10,1980 - fiddlers on tour - 
back,1.to r. Ernie Oakman,Wes Howes 


front,1.to r. Bub Brightwell,Elvy 


Mickelson. 
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1981 Engagements and Committments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre. 
Practiced for record #4 6 times - picture taken,measured for new shirts, 


as well as practice February 22. 


Appointment Studio West confirmed January 15 - record made March 7 and 8. 


Jake Gerlack drove school bus - traffic infraction,due to driving bus 
beyond legal mileage limit.Musicians stayed West Gate Motor Inn,at at 
Country Kitchen. 

On CKSW,Lawrence involved with Fiddler promotion,2:00 P.M. April 28. 
Christmas party held November 25,Horseshoe Lodge. 

Of all committments filled between January 1 and December 31,only two 


were cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. 


In Town Engagements 
Lions Bean Feed - CNIB - Elks Hall,February 5. 
Febraury 27 - Box Social - United Church,Education Centre. 
February 28 - Archie and Kay Wells Anniversary,Legion Hall. 
April 3 - Legion Hall - cards and dance. 
May 3 - Civic Centre Ice - Multi-Cultural Dancers. 
May 22 - Eagles Hall - dance,9 to 12.P.M. 
May 29 - Jaywalkers Jamboree - 1 to 2 P.M. 
May 30 - Western Credit Union - Jaywalkers Jamboree 
June 5 - Kiwanis - Horseshoe Lodge - 12 noon. 
June 20 - Jake and Sarah Ewart Anniversary,no place listed. 
June 27 - Wheatland Mall Promotion - 9 to 11 - free breakfast. 
July 20 - Research Station - Directors convention -played flat bed - 
barbecue supper - dignitaries from all over Canada - proceeded to Union 
Hospital to watch formal presentation of $24,000 for electric doors. 
July 30 - Trail Campground - played on flat bed out in the open. 
september 18 - Legion Hall - 9 to 11:30 P.M. 
september 26 - Eagles Hall - 9:30 to l. 
October 1 - Rotary O1d Time Fidding Championships - Legion Hall - dance. 
October 16 - Legion Hall - 9 to 11:30. 
November 5 - Wheatland Home Care - Wheatland Mall - 2:00 P.M. 
November 14 - Cancer Society,Horseshoe Lodce - Eileen MC'd. 
November 26 -Civic Centre - Gaston Goudin Anniversary. 
November 27 - Legion Hall - 9 to 11:30 P.M. 


December 17 - Legion Hall - Senior citizens Banquet and Dance. 


1% 
16. 


Out of Town Committments 


January 30 - Rush Lake - dance. 

February 13 - Ernfold - small crowd,mostly Swift Current,Herbert,Waldeck, 
Hodgeville - Eileen MC'd. 

February 20 - Rush Lake - small crowd - active - home by midnight. 

March 13 - Ferland - 8:30 to 11:30 P.M. - supper,potatoes and ham,Catholic 
priest and nun attended dance - Ora's birthday. 

March 17 - Hallonquist,Book Club fund raiser -Eileen MC'd - Elvy became 


ravenous during dance. 


March 27 - Limerick - went by bus - ham supper -piano out of tune -women 
played on black keys. 

April 1 - Hodgeville - Elementary School - proceeds,new hall -Edgar 
Wetterstrand ill. Funeral April 6. 

April 10 - Tugaske - went by bus -turkey supper - great hospitality - 
played 7:40 to 11:00 P.M.,lunch,then home. 

April 21 - Cabri - Lloyd and Eileen's grand-daughter along - one of the 
musicians danced several times with her - he became her IDOL. 

April 24 - Lafleche - Anita along - treated like Fiddler mascot - met 
friends of her cousins from Gravelbourg - had a great time! 

May 1 - Ernfold - dance - Lloyd's birthday. 

Saskatchewan Tour,June 8 to 14,inclusive - details separate. | 
July 4 - Val Marie - 50th wedding anniversary - door opened late -good 
crowd. 

July 8 - Moose Jaw - Senior Day - went by bus - heavy winds turned into 

a gale by time we reached Park Lane Motel - ordered from menus - proceeded 
to Fairgrounds - were met at Main gate 2:00 P.M. - big outodoor platform 
set up directly in front of grandstand - no-one there - wind blew HARD - 
were moved to large building,where band performed,in three % hour shifts, 
on stage set up for fashion show.-no-one clear about anything - ham,potato 
and bean supper - lights went out - orchestra played by ear in the dark - 
packed equipment with aid of flashlight - some cassettes disappeared - 
went directly home. 

July 11 - Admiral - dance. 

July 12 - Moose Jaw - C.P.R. Birthday Celebration - bus not serviced - 
left late - no place to park by bandstand - paid our own way at National 
Cafe - played at 1610 hours for half an hour - finished day's events by 
playing for another % hour.Fiddlers footed bill for supper at National 


Cafe. Home by 9 o'clock. 


17. October 19 
18. October 23 
19. October 27 


Outlook - bus - supper - dance - Lavone and Eileen sold tapes. 


Glen Bain - small active crowd - some Hodgeville people there. 
Cabri - dance - Olive and Cliff's,Ruby and Embert's 39th 


wedding anniversary,incidental same day. 


20. November 6 - Lafleche - dance. 
21. November 11 - Davidson - 3 hour trip - supper = dance - sold $308 records, 
22. November 20 - Ferland - weather unpredicatable - lots of flu in the 
area, - hot meal,anyway - Eileen MC'd - exhausted,home by 2:00 A.M. 
23. November 30 - Tompkins - dance. 
24. December 9 - Gull Lake - Old timers'function - supper,progran,dance. 


25. December 12 -Craik - Eileen and Lloyd locked up their house -forgot 
their truck and house keys inside - time very short - Leifsons picked them 
up - joshed them all the way - stayed at Cliff and Olive's that night - 
pleasant evening. 

26. December 16 - Ernfold - Wheatland Plus 50 Dance Club,sponsors, Fileen. 
MC'd - a lady wanted very badly to join the orchestra as their singer - 
Eileen had a hard time to explain that the band did not use singers. 


27. December 19 - Eston - bus - supper - dance,8:30 to 11:30 P.M. 


March 7,1981 
Recording Engineer:Gerry Golla 


and Ora Wetterstrand,Studio 


West.Record #4. 


Gerald Funk,Lloyd Holden and 
Archie Wells,Studio West,March 
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North Saskatchewan Tour,1981 


Time ? June 8 - June 13,1981 

Where? Eatonia,Unity,Macklin,Maidstone,St.Walburg,Loon Lake,Meadow 
Lake,Spiritwood,Shellbrook,Delisie,Outlook. 

Who participated? 


Lawrence Schatkoski Bub Brightwell 

Ora Wetterstrand Agatha Hanline 

Archie Smiley Ivy and Elizabeth Horner 
Ernie and Agnes Oakman Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude 
Harvey and Marj Peacock Lioyd and Eileen Holden 

Wes and Idabel Howes Archie Wells 

Jerry Funk Joe and Alta Mickelson 

Bob Steinborn Ralph Biese 

John Moffat Dewayne and Eunice Leifson 


Elvy Mickelson 


A familiar sight at the 'river' - 


the 'old stone house' was always there! 


The 1981 Tour,North-West Saskatchewan 


After a very successful trip the year before,it came as no surprise 
when the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers were asked to participate in 
another us tour in 1981.Two weeks had seemed a bit long in 1980.This 
one was going to be one week in duration,and would take us into north-west 
Saskatchewan,a new territory for us! 

Departure time was 8:30 A.M. June 8,1981,with our first stop ostensibly 
scheduled for Eatonia,Sask.All seemed to be running smoothly.Passengers 


were jovial.The bus was working well.That is,it was - until shortly after 


we passed Eston,when the universal joint on the bus broke,the drive shaft 
fell down,and the clutch housing snapped.There was an awful bang,and the 

bus ground to a jolting halt.Several men pressed out of the bus to determine 
the cause of the problem.There were bearings and oil spilled all over the 
highway Everyone was in a dreadful quandary. ; 

Lawrence soon 'hoofed it' to a farmer's place nearby to find whatever 
help he could.By phoning around,he managed to engage the use of a Full 
Gospel Church bus to take us from Eston to Eatonia.Leaving luggage and 
equipment behind,and all of us cramming into the small bus,we made it to 
Eatonia for a belated dinner.The sad news was relayed to Ken Donaldson in 
Swift Current,who dispatched a second driver with a second bus to take 
over at Eatonia. | 

Meanwhile,the musicians entertained for two hours at the Senior Citizens 
in Eatonia.Grades 1 and 5 students,who had been brought to hear the music 
their grandparents and great-grandparents had played, couldn't get over 
Agatha Hanline's bass tub.They asked innumerable questions,and even wanted 
to play it! Hours later, the replacement bus arrived to take us to Unity. 
Arriving there about 8 o'clock,we were amazed to find a drummer waiting 
for us on the outskirts of town.We were escorted into Unity in style,had a 
hurried supper and began playing at 9 without having changed our clothes 
all day! There were old time dancing instructors in the area because the 
pattern dances presented no problem whatever.Everyone was active all night, 
and had a wonderful time.After much fun and planning,we made it to bed 
about 1 o'clock. 

After a substantial breakfast next morning,we played at the Nursing Home 
in Unity before moving on to Macklin.There,Agnes Oakman,Wes Howes,Elvy 


Mickelson and Ralph Biese played at the New Horizons Centre while the 


balance of the fiddlers played in the hall.In the afternoon, we backtracked 


to Unity to reach Cutknife.The scenery certainly differed from southern 
Saskatchewan - there were shrubs and brush everywhere.And,the land must 

have been topnotch,too,the way the buildings were all painted and everything 
fixed up to aT. 

When we arrived,we took off for a short rest in our rooms,and met later 
in the lobby.The late Ivy Horner and his wife,Elizabeth had hit the jackpot! 
Theirs was the bridal suite,complete with mirror on the ceiling,roses ina 
vase on the dresser - a real special place.Asked how he liked that room,Ivy 
replied,"I was born thiry years too soon!".The crowd that evening was large 
and bought lots of tapes.Lawrence began to wonder how he could bring more 
records from Swift Current to some designated place on the tour. 

Next morning Lloyd and Eileen,though first to breakfast,were nonplussed 
to discover that Eileen had knocked on the wrong motel door inher effort to 
rouse a couple belonging to our group.It turned out she had wakened another 
couple associated with the Fiddlers,not some big,burly brute with a hang- 
over! 

While taking a stroll in the free time before the next session,Lloyd, 
Eileen,Cliff and Olive spied a sight that stirred their curiosity immensely. 
They were standing on the sidewalk,commenting on the various gadgets and 
novelties on the lawn,when,lo!,the house door opened,and a voice bade then, 
"Come in! We'll show you the basement!". A bit timidly, they accepted the 
warm-hearted invitation and traipsed indoors.Well! The things that retired 
farmer had created out of this and that were beautiful to see,particularly 
his 'orchestra' of wee mechanical men and women on a rotating stand,all 
playing instruments simutaneously and in unison.While the others missed 
this opportunity to enjoy this impromptu visit,these considered it one of 
the highlights of their trip. 

Leaving Cutknife,we passed Tomahawk Park,where stands 'the biggest 
tomahawk in the world'- an awesome creation,indeed! 

At Maidstone we encountered the same type of warm western hospitality 
we had met elsewhere.At the Nursing Home Lawrence was presented with a card 
and a box of Turtles as their token of appreciation.We then proceeded to 
st.Walburg where we ate,and later performed,in the old Parish Hall there. 
Some of us met friends and relatives who had come to visit and enjoy the 
night's entertainment.As there were no accomodations in St.Walburg,we 
were taken to Loon Lake to spend the night. 


It was an eerie experience entering that small northern town.In absolute 


darkness,the bus crept slowly along as our driver tried to locate the Loon 
Lake Hotel/Motel.The entire town seemed to have retired until the bus head- 
lights beamed on a late wanderer,standing,quiet and still,in the middle of 
the intersection.When he blended into the shadows a moment later, we wondered 
if we had imagined the whole incident. 

Our rooms proved adequate enough.Set up for hunters and fishermen,there 
was nothing pretentious about them,but they contained everything necessary’ 
for a night's rest.Ora and Agatha had a private bathroom,but it didn't have 
a door.During the night,a wild pounding on the door roused these two.Not 
about to be serenaded by late night revellers,Agatha,garbed in nightgown 
and her hair wrapped up in rollers,snatched a frying pan from the top of 
the stove and opened the door.With frying pan held high,she demanded in 
her most menacing voice,"What the devil do you want?".The would-be-party- 
makers soon had other plans. 

Lawrence and Archie Smiley had a leaking tap,but Lawrence stopped the 
noise with about six towels.Archie's bed had large casters on it,so the 
only way he could get into it was to stand back,take a run at it and jump. 
By the time he had landed in it,it had come to a sudden stop against the 
wall.Ralph Biese,registered on the third floor,reported next morning that 
he hadn't slept a wink the whole night.Several characters,in various stages 
of intoxication,had been slumbering willy-nilly on the hall floor outside 
his door! Someone else's key hadn't fit the lock in their motel room,so they 
had climbed through the window to open the door.That morning,they discovered 
they were supposed to have slept in the hotel! 

After some eye-rubbing,we were given a small side tour to Loon Lake 
proper,taking a quick,but scenic and beautiful,ride over the road to the 
Narrows.After a hearty dinner,some of us browsed awhile in the museum which 
contained several interesting artifacts. | 

Some of our group again met friends and acquaintances they hadn't seen 
for years,this time at Meadow Lake where they played that evening.A couple 
named Bernie and Bernice Christenson,formerly from the Hallonquist area, 
invited Lloyd and Eileen Holden to their home at Leoville for the night, 
promising to deliver them to Spiritwood next day to meet the bus.The sixty 
miles of long,winding trail through dense forest seemed endless and mysterious 
to Lloyd and Eileen,who were very surprised to hear that their host's farm 
was actually surrounded by an Indian reservation.Next morning,they were 


shown the dedicated hours of hard labor which had been entailed in creating 


arable farm land out of virgin forest.They were driven to Spiritwood in time 
to dine with the others at the Pioneer Centre there,and,following an after- 
noon concert,we all left for Shellbrook that afternoon. 

After supper,our crew set up their equipment for the dance in a round 
building comprised of many sections.Folks kept streaming in until there were 
about 400 people present.In fact,it became so crowded that it was impossible 
to do any demonstration dancing.When we met later in the rooms at Shellbrook 
Motel,Lawrence had decided to send home for records to arrive by bus in 
Delisle next day. 

Next morning was rainy and chilly.By special arrangement,the entire 
group was treated to a royal breakfast at Frodo's Restaurant in Shellbrook 
before departing for Delisle at 9 A.M.At the Health Centre,Delisle Hospital, 
where we had a welcome hot dinner,members of our group were presented with 
pins and potash samples. Instruments and sound equipment were put in read- 
iness in the Community Centre for a two hour workout before we left for 
Outlook.Cliff and Olive's daughter and her family came out from Saskatoon to 
visit them.We sold $492 worth of records that afternoon,which pleased our 
record sellers immensely.By 4:45 we were rolling along to Outlook,with rain 
streaming hard on the windshield all the way-.Back in home territory now,we 
noticed that there was less brush,and the farms seemed bigger.We made a mad 
dash to get indoors, ate another picnic supper,then scurried back and forth 
in the rain to get our equipment into the hall Without getting soaked.It 
was fortunate the records arrived.Record sales were tremendous! 

Rain began in real earnest while we played in Outlook,continuing all the 
way to Swift Current as we drove home in the wee early hours of the morning. 
7@ arrived in Swift Current about 3 A.M.,tired,beat,tuckered out,but pleased , 
inideed,to have shared in another Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers tour. 

Our tour was complete,ending a week of fun and experience.Elvy Mickelson told 


Folks later that,on the trip,he and Lloyd had tuned eleven pianos. 


LZ 


1982 Engagements and Committments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre - March 9 Lawrence spoke over CKSW - Fiddler 
promotion in forenoon - September 14,Laura Banks,Medicine Hat,wheelchair 


patient for 40 years,visited Swift Current - did 'Butterfly' with friends, 


then 3 wheelchair patients performed same feat - Eldon and Hilda McDonald 
made first trip to city to attend social. 

Practiced 13 times for record #5 - Lawrence took Verena to Pasqua Hospiatl, 
Regina,February 24 - Verena home to attend banquet,Healy Hotel,March 11. 
March 19 - played at Sunset Nursing Home and Towers,Osler Street,Saskatoon. 

- were registered Confederation Flag Inn,Stu Hodges,the bus driver. 

March 20 -Studio West - recording session - at studio 9:00 A.M. - one | 
single track leading to studio in country - no-one to welcome us - Lang and 
Lawrence went to investigate - a dreary-looking individual finally emerged 
from the building - equipment set up,and session began - dinner served by 
Olive and other ladies - afternoon session lasted until 6:30 P.M. -- 
Supper at Rosetown - home. 


Christmas party - Hillcrest Inn. 


In Town Engagements 

January 16 - Swift Current 100th birthday festivities - Civic Centre. 
January 29 - Legion -—- Eileen,engrossed in Hallonquist book, ready in 15 
minutes - small crowd - refused to polka - did other pattern dances. 
February 6 - United Church Education Centre,Heart Fund -8:00-11:00 P.M. 
February 19 - Bronco Social - Civic centre. 

February 26 - Civic Centre - 'Dance- a - miracle' - played in % hour 
intervals,sharing spotlight with Kiwanis Kords -record sales poor,donations 
better. 

March 13 - Ora Wetterstrand's birthday party - complete success - program 
and presentation. 

March 27 -—- Eagles Lodge -Pete Petersen's 90th birthday - his wife could 
still skip a rope - excellent evening. 
March 29 - 30 - 31 - small group played in town. 

April 1 - Safeway Promotion,7:00 -8:00 - Safeway Store,Swift Current. 
April 3 - Safeway Promotion,1:30-3:00 - Safeway Store,Swift Current. 
April 10 - Wong's Kitchen - Elizabeth Horner's birthday - happy hour - 
banquet - flowers from Fiddlers - Lawrence made presentation speech - 
Verena made the presentation. 


April 24 - Elks Hall - Rita and Dave Beal wedding dance - supper at the 


Co-op - Lloyd recovering from surgery in hospital. 


13. June 25 - Merv and Olive Baxter's wedding anniversary 

14. June 26 - Trail Campground - barbecue - musical entertainment outdoors. 

15. July 17 - Trail Campground - just kids, and 1 or 2 adults about - 
finished 9:20 P.M. - damp for instruments - John and Shirley Hutchinson 
treated musicians to coffee at K Motel. 

16. August 7 - Trail Campground - entertainment. 

17. September 30 - Rotary Club,Old time Fiddling Contest,dance - Legion Hall. 

18. October 14 - United Church Education Centre - entertainment. 

19. October 23 - Olive and Cliff Hjermenrude,Embert and Ruby Anderson's 
AOth wedding anniversary - excellent program by children of both families. 

20. November 13 - Legion Hall - dance. 

21. December 10 - Legion Hall - Senior Citizens Party - dance 9 to ll. 

22. December 11 - St. Pats School - entertainment - 2:00 P.M. 


23. December 15 - Prairie Pioneers Lodge - entertainment - 2:00 P.M. 


Out of Town Committments 
1. January 27- Gull Lake - small crowd - Eileen Mc - home 12:30. 
2. January 30--Central Butte - Brian Carter,bus driver - Eileen MC - pot 
luck supper - fan belt for the heater gave out on bus - limped last 15 


miles home - very chilly night - chilly in bus. 


3. February 20 - Rush Lake - dance. 

4. April 2 - Delisle - Masonic Lodge - took bus - lunch,Bavarian Gas House. 

5. April 14 - Outlook - small crew - left at 2:00 P.M. from Swift Current. 

6. April 17 - Morse - dance. 9:00 -12:00 P.M. 

7. April 27 - Cabri - dance. 

8. April 30 - Strongfield - 'wet dance' - Eileen went without Lloyd -sand- 
wiches for supper - midnight feast of roast beef and baked potatoes - 


home at 3:00 A.m. 
June 14 to 19 - Alberta tour - separate. 

10. June 20 - Moose Jaw -'Colonial Trek' - bus reached Moose Jaw 6:00 P.M. - 
covered wagons and ladies in long,hooped skirts,some with bustles -all 
over the museum grounds - barbecued beef and potatoes for supper - had 
coffee Wayfarer Cafe - one girl said 'Oh God!' - cleaned tables,anyway - 
home 2:00 A.M, 

11. June 30 - Shamrock - dance,8 to 11. Polish and Scotch dancers from 
Moose Jaw - home 2:00 A.M. 


12. July 24 - Pennant - Mr.and Mrs.Hans Horn wedding anniversary. 
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August 7 - Herbert - dance - 65th wedding anniversary - John and Annie 
Jeffries. 

August 14 - Admiral - dance,9 to 12 - not a dancing crowd - home by 2 AM. 
August 22 - Regina's 100th Birthday - 31 passengers on bus - paid out 
$420 for meals - orchestra played for 20 minutes - power not working on 
site - much of programme scrapped for the official ceremonies 6:00 P.M. - 
also playing ,Grand Coulee Jug Band,the Sunshine Club - Fiddlers left - 
enjoyed a smorgaasbord supper at Park Lodge Motor Inn,Moose Jaw - 
returned Swift Current,9:00 P.M. 

October 4 -— Outlook - dance - supper 5:30 P.M. 


October 15 - Glen Bain -dance. 


October 16 - Central Butte - dance. 

October 30 - Cabri - Harvey and Marj Peacock's 50th wedding anniversary. 
November 3 - Gull Lake - 01d timers' banquet - program and dance. 
November 5 to 9 —- Mini - tour - Champion,Nanton,Claresholm - separate. 
December 7 -— Shaunavon - Nursing Home. 


Wes Howes has reason to be proud of his 
Many trophies and ribbons,all won at 


Fiddling contests in several areas. 
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First Alberta Tour,1982 


Time? June 14 to June 19,1982 

Where? Clearwater Lodge,Taber,Lethbridge Senior citizens, 
Fort Macleod,Twin Butte,Claresholm Senior Citizens,Nanton,Confederation 
Park Lodge,Calgary,Eagles North Hill Lodge,Calgary,Victoria Community 


Park,Calgary,Newell Nursing Home,Brooks and Veiner Centre,Medicine Hat. 
Who participated? 


Ivy and Elizabeth Horner Wes and Idabel Howes 
Harvey and Marj Peacock Lloyd and Eileen Holden 
Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude Lawrence Schatkoski 
Dewayne and Eunice Leifson Bob Steinborn 
Ingolif and Beth Dahl Ralph Biese 
Ernie and Agnes Oakman Archie Wells 
Agatha Hanline Archie and Lavone Smiley 


Ken Donaldson,bus driver,Southern Charterways. 


A typical pose - Archie Wells 


with his introductory 'Did you hear the 


one about the ---?' was a well-known 


figure on bus tours! 


Alberta Tour,1982 


Having been extremely successful in Saskatchewan in 1979,1980 and 1981, 
it was decided to expand the promotion of old time music into the province 
of Aiberta in 1982.A few had to leave their farm homes early to meet the 
bus at 7 A.M. that June 14 morning when Ken Donaldson,the Southern Charterways 
manager,would drive us into Alberta for the First time.We stopped at Medicine 
Hat for toast and coffee before taking off again for Taber,the first scheduled 
stop on our tour. 

We were in sugar beet country all the way to Taber through to Lethbridge. 
Our gardens at home were peanut-sized compared to the long,endless rows 
those industrious people were hoeing by hand.The land was flat and irrigated 
from deep ditches in the fields. 

Taber proved to be a clean town,somewhat bigger than some of us had 
imagined,yet not qualifying for the status of a city.After performing at 
the Clearview Lodge,we carried on to Lethbridge to play for the Lethbridge 
Senior Citizens.We were surprised to discover that the people at the drop-in 
centre knew how to do all the pattern dances.Apparently,dance instruction 
had been available during the winter months,and everyone had participated. 
Record sales reached an all-time high.Eileen Holden,the new secretary - 
treasurer,was soon to be initiated into the intricacies of her position in 
the Fiddlers.It was her duty to pay for meals and rooms and to tabulate the 
daily record sales.She would be on short sleep rations the rest of the trip. 

We left for Fort Macleod after we had eaten breakfast next morning.There, 
we visited the North West Mounted Police Museum,taking time to watch a film 
called ‘Buffalo Jump' before having dinner at the Nursing Home.People in 
ancient times had their own amazing way of getting food and sustenance,that 
was clear.That afternoon,a very enthusiastic crowd kept the ladies busy while 
the Fiddlers entertained. 

Twin Butte was situated in apparent isolation out in the country, but 
Ken located the place without any obvious difficulty.To make it really 
confusing,however,,everything was closed up,there was no-one to meet us,no 
supper prepared and waiting for us.What should we do? Eventually,someone 
appeared to open the door,and,after some agitated hustling and bustling 
about,set some very welcome sandwiches and coffee in front of our hungry 
crew..Our bus driver ran errands for us all night,then took us to Pincher 
Creek to sleep. 

It was off to Claresholm for us next morning.As we sped along,it was 


interesting to watch the changing scenery and to listen to the constant hum 


of voices in the bus.Dinner in the Senior Citizens Home was a smorgaasboard 
affair,with oodles of variety for everyone.Later, a few of us took a quick 
stroll and felt better for the exercise.After listening to the group play for 
awhile business at the record table increased until sales were the best 
experienced thus far on the tour.We left for Nanton shortly after the concert 
ended. 

In Nanton we were treated to another scrumptious banquet,prepared by 
several hospitable and co-operative people.As the evening progressed,it: 
seemed we were in for a very dull time.However,the crowd that gathered,at 
last,were the 'dancing-est,liveliest bunch of dancers' we had ever seen 
anywhere.Here we saw a new dance called 'Oh Johnny' demonstrated by dancers 
from the area.They bought scads of records,and wanted the Fiddlers to come 
back soon - whether it was within the month,the year or less,didn't matter - 
it was 'just come ,you hear!!'.Rooms in the Ranchland Inn were first rate 
and the rates were reasonable. 

Breakfast and rooms were paid for.Luggage was stowed underneath the bus. 
Calgary was to be our next stop.Everyone boarded the bus and away we went. 
Now, the scenery changed into elaborate,swanky forty acre holdings the closer 
we came to Calgary.Fences gleamed sparkling white in the sunlight.Exotic 
cattle roamed in tremendous pens outside.Homes stood like fairy palaces 
in yards that didn't have much else.It was certainly a way of life far 
removed from our own. 

In Calgary we registered at the Elbow River Inn.On our way through the 
lobby, we were informed that the engagement that night had somehow been 
messed up,and that they really expected the Fiddlers to play the following 
evening.This was uppermost in our minds when we went to play at the 
Confederation Park Lodge Senior Citizens Home that afternoon.While at the 


Lodge, we presented a blind man a copy of the book,'Fiddlers of the Canadian 


West', by Harold Newlove.He said something about having it done up in Braille. 


We wonder if he ever did? 

Would Bassano be willing to cancel? Or Calgary? Should we split into two 
groups and accomodate the both places next night? What should - or could -be 
done? Wes was perturbed.Lawrence was perturbed.We were all confused.After 
several phone calls between Bassano and our group,Bassano finally cancelled 
out altogether.Reservations at Bassano had to be cancelled.Reservations had 
to be extended at the Elbow River Inn.Lawrence was summoned.The smoke cleared 


and the schmozzle straightened itself out,little by little.A place to relax 


| 


was what we needed as we wandered back to our rooms! 

Next morning the weather remained clear and beautiful.Several of our group 
went for a stroll along the rundown streets where the Elbow River Inn is 
located.The Old Man River flows in a strong murky current just outside the 
motel windows.One of our couples spied a canoe on it and decided to walk 
across the bridge spanning the river for a closer look.It was the only 
canoe there.It was,undoubtedly,someone for an early morning outing. 

Our bus driver drove us to the Eagles: Lodge,Calgary about 11 o'clock 
that forenoon,where we received an enthusiastic enough response from its 
members.Dinner, served in smorgaasboard style,was delicious.The bad thing 
about the whole day was how things turned out! First, a busload of Seniors 
had been taken on a tour of Lake Louise.Another group had been to a special 
function in the city.Our record sales were pathetic,and the Silver collection <~ 
at the door came to $33.07. 

A big lively crowd at Victoria Park Community Centre that night cheered 
us up considerably.We received the royal carpet treatment there,with free 
booze along with our Kentucky fried chicken for supper - and terrific 
support on record sales at the dance later.One soused old dowager kept trying - 
to get someone to dance with her.Another lady,well endowed and equally 
inebriated,was bra-less.A dancing instructor kept assuring the record 
sellers that he 'loved'every one of them! It was a really good evening, 
but it was marred somewhat by the Bassano incident.What kind of a time would 
we have had there?What were they thinking of us? Questions flew back and 
forth among us. 

We left Calgary at 9:30 next morning.Eileen informed someone on the bus 
that the hotel manager hadn't been too intrigued with the idea of accepting 
a Fiddler cheque for the meals and rooms.However,he had accepted it.,and 
we knew it wouldn't bounce.In Brooks we were asked to wait for an hour 
until the residents had been fed,and dinner had been prepared for us.Dinner 
was a variety of sandwiches plus coffee or tea and a sweet or two.It was good 
for most of us,but not very substantial for folks like Ivy Horner,who was a 
diabetic.The staff joined in the dancing later on, a few of them as 
accomplished as our best dancers at home .Obviously,others were novices. 

The two hours passed quickly,and we'd had a fun time. 

We were on the bus by 4,striking out this time for the Veiner Centre in 
Medicine Hat.A delicious cold supper,served on a plate,quenched our hunger. 
pangs,and was much appreciated.The host asked Lawrence to go over a program 


he had arranged for the occasion,but Lawrence 'sneaked in' a few of his 
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own numbers during the dance,anyway.The highlight of the entire evening was 
watching Mrs.Laura Bangs, a wheelchair patient for 40 years,doing the 
‘Butterfly' with two partners.She must have had a lot of pluck. 

We were back in Swift Current about 3 o'clock in the morning.Aiming 
to motor to Moose Jaw by bus the very next day, we hit thesack as soon as 
possible.It was hardly worth the effort to unload the bus,and pack it 
all in again within a few hours. 


All in all,we'd had a good trip, and we didn't really mind a bit! 


Hohum! I guess the trip turned out OK. 


But,me? I'm dead heat! Wonder 


how the rest of them are 


doing? 


Alberta Mini-Tour,November 5-7,1982 


We'd been requested to perform in three different towns in Alberta. 
Therefore,November 5 found us gathered at the Wheatland Mall parking lot, 
carefree, eager and ready to board the Southern Charterways bus that would 
take us away.We left Swift Current for Champion at 10:05 A.M. 

We ate dinner at Medicine Hat,then carried on to Nanton,and the 
Ranchland Inn,which would be our home away from home for the next few days. 
After we'd enjoyed a tasty potluck supper in the Legion basement,we moved 
to another hall for the evening dance.A good crowd showed up,and record 
Sales reached a total of $350.Weary,but still saucy and cheerful,we 
went back to the motel and retired about 4 A.M. 

While we were dining at the Nanton Cafe next morning,we were introduced 
to the 'best drinking water in Alberta'.That might have been on Eileen's mind 
when she,Olive and Idabel went on a shopping tour sometime during the 
forenoon.Not only did she and Olive purchase material to be sewn into blue 
vests such as the rest already wore - Eileen bought a souvenir spoon with a 
miniature pump attached to the handle! Olive,in need of a certain pink 
shade,purchased enough fabric to complete a quilt project she was working 
on at home.Tired of rambling about,they stopped somewhere for lunch,and 
phoned the men to join them. 

That afternoon,the ladies were invited to a tea in the Legion Hall. 
Angel food cake and strawberries were on the menu, and they all ate their 
fill.They left,feeling they had really enjoyed themselves .Meanwhile,some 
of the musicians were entertaining residents in a nearby nursing home .We 
met as a group that evening to share a delicious supper in the Legion Hall. 
Later,a good dancing crowd kept the players alert and enthusiastic until 
1 P.M.,their time - 2 P.M.,our time.Lunch was served,then it was back to 
the motel for a much-needed rest. 

There was only one hapless waitress on duty to serve the whole hungry 
crew next morning.They seemed to come in all at once,so there she was, 
scurrying about and making a valiant effort to serve everyone in as short 
a time as possible.At one particular table, though,poor Ralph and Cliff 
were getting more frustrated by the minute! They had come in first,and the 
young miss ignored them completely! Eventually,of course,they caught her eye, 
steaming hot food arrived at their table,and they were both appeased. 

That afternoon,the band was pleased to entertain a large gathering 
of senior citizens in the Claresholm Community Centre,a huge yellow 


building that was situated somewhere on the outskirts of town.The audience 


responded by clapping and singing,and were most unwilling to bid us good-bye. 


However, we had to cut our visit short, as Supper was scheduled in the 
Claresholm Legion a little later.It turned out to be a beautiful meal. 
The warm-hearted hospitality which they extended to us all was certainly 
much appreciated.As we left to climb into the bus,their cordial invitation 
to return soon stayed with us,and somehow made the whole day worthwhile. 


We set out for home,and it would be 1984 before we'd visit them again. 


Knit two,purl two! Agatha keeps 


busy while the bus keeps ‘rolling 
along!' 


om f& W NY F 


DB Ww NHN fF 


ont nO oO 


1983 Engagements and Commitmments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre. 

Decision not to make record - no practice sessions to report. 
December 1 - Christmas party - Hillcrest Inn - banquet and program. 
November 6 - Annual meeting - Hillcrest Inn. 


Two cancellations due to change of plans between January 1 and December Sis 


In Town Engagments 
February 10 - Wheatland Mall - Save the Children Fund -entertainment. 
April 2 - Research Station - Arnold and Betty Finell - 8:30 - 11:00 P.M. 
TOPS -dancers - afternoon entertainment - Civic Centre ice - directly to 
Legion - Cancer Society Promotion - Lloyd had just discovered he'd have 


to go to Saskatoon for possible cancer surgery - long day for him! 


April 30 - Legion - Murray Gavel wedding - dance. 
May 29 - Western Credit Union - supper,Hillicrest Inn. 
June 6 - Legion - Veterans' Dance - 8 to ll. 


July 30 - Hillcrest Inn - K.Blydo - Heart Foundation. 
August 6 - Stockade - Topline Promotion. 


September 29 - Legion - Rotary Club Old Time Fiddling Contest - dance 


October 15 — Swift Current - Cora and Jim McCaulay 40th wedding anniversary. 


October 18 - Begg School - entertainment - 2:30 - 3:05.P.M. 

November 4 - Legion - Lloyd and Eileen Holden 40th wedding anniversary - 
family supper - program provided by the family - dance. | 

November 12 - Ivy and Elizabeth Horner 50th wedding anniversary -Legion. 
December 15 - Prairie Pioneer Lodge - entertainment in the afternoon. 


December 15 - Legion Hall - Senior Citizens Activity Centre —- dance. 


Out of Town Committments 
Feopruary 25 - Chaplin - dance. 
March 18 - Eastend - dance - several Eastend musicians contributed to 
night's entertainment. 
March 25 - King George Hall,Dinsmore - arranged by Toivo Kemppainen,Lucky 
Lake - supper 6:00 P.M. - dance - 14 musicians. 
April 4 - Admiral - dance - started 9:00 P.M. 
April 8 - Delisle - 146 miles - dance. 
April 16 - Stewart Valley - dance - 9:00 - 11:30 P.M. 
April 23 - Morse - Bowling League - Elks Hall,9 to 12 P.M. 


June 13 to June 20 - Manitoba tour - separate. 
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July 9 - Admiral - dance. 

July 16 - McCord - dance. 

september 24 - Outlook - 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. - good turnout. 

October 8 - Cadillac - 40th wedding anniversary - 8:30 to 12:00 P.M. 
October 7 - Tompkins - dance. 

October 21 - Gull Lake - Flying Farmers - $3 for supper - contact person, 
Jean Connick. 

October 22 - Kyle - dance,9:00 -12:00 P.M. - Peter Perrin,;contact: person. = 
cars driven by Lawrence,Dayton,Cliff and Bob. 


October 28 - Delisle - supper by Oddfellows - contact,Harold Ritchie -dance 


November 5 - Glen Bain —- dance - cars,Jake,Lawrence,Wes and Cliff. 
November 9 - Beechy - supper - dance - 8:30 - 11:30 P.M. - posters in 
advance. 


Gerald Funk 


Short time member 


First Manitoba Tour ,1983 


Time ? June 13 to June 19,1983 

Where? Rocanville,Virden,Macregor,Oak Lake,Hartney,Souris,Carberry,Neepawa, 
Gladstone, Brandon 

Who Participated? 


Lawrence Schatkoski Lioyd and Eileen Holden 
Wes and Idabel Howes Archie and Lavone Smiley 
Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude Dayton and Julie Hulbert 
Dewayne and Eunice Leifson Harvey and Marj Peacock 
Elvy and Ruth Mickelson Agatha Hanline 

Ora Wetterstrand Ingolf and Beth Dahl 
Ralph Biese Bob Steinborn 

Archie Wells Bill Whitell,bus driver 


Southern Charterways bus 


Brookdale Community Centre 
June,1983 


Taking the First Manitoba Tour ,1983 


It's difficult to say when the idea of taking a Manitoba tour formulated. 
Perhaps we needed to explore new territory.After all,we'd had an exciting 
trip into Alberta in 1982.Why not try Manitoba to the east of us in 1983? 
Then again,it may have been initiated through a couple from Brookdale, 
Manitoba who attended our Civic Centre 'socials' once or twice before 
the planning began.Certainly Eldon and Hilda McDonald provided invaluable 
assistance when the time came to actually plan the tour. 

Naturally,we experienced setbacks.Three ladies were required to shop for 
shirts and blouses to upgrade the uniforms worn by the group.Time was short, 
but,at departure time June 13,the men all had new checkered shirts and the 
women carried lightweight pink blouses in their suitcases.Now,if everyone 
would use their uniform lists,all would be well. 

Ora Wetterstrand,assisted by Eunice Leifson,arranged a daily program for 
the week,setting up a schedule different for nursing homes than the three 
hour dance program at night.Discussion at the Hillcrest Inn banquet May 29, 
1983 settled the matter of stops and starts in playing,how to respond to 
standing ovations,even determined who would be in charge of seating 
arrangements for the musicians.Lawrence was advised to purchase new micro- 
phones as the old ones had been giving constant trouble.Later on,he provided 
stencils that would enable Cliff Hjermenrude to make 'Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers' signs to set in a window on both sides of the bus.We were looking 
forward to having Julie and Dayton Hulbert accompany us on this tour,even if 
they were not yet members.Eileen was appointed to MC in one nursing home 
while Lawrence MC'd in another.Everything seemed in order. 

We took off June 13,with Bill Whitell driving the Southern Charterways 
bus to Rocanville.The hall there had been set up in a Quonset skating rink. 
Plywood had been laid down to serve as a floor, and the stage was set up 
halfway down the side of the rink,with plastic curtains hung behind it. 

The musicians could have fallen directly onto the cement if they hadn't 
been careful! 

After the dance,several of us boarded the bus,preparatory to leaving for 
Moosomin,where we would spend the night.When Lawrence appeared,he began to 
count noses,as usual.One,two three, --- one was missing.Well,maybe he or 
she had a summons! Or was caught in a conversation that was hard to break 
away from.Who was it,anyway? At that precise moment ,Lloyd pushed through 
the bus door,leaped up the steps,and looked wildly about.When he saw Eileen 


sitting tiredly in her accustomed place,he shouted,'Mommy,I found youi' 


The utter relief in his voice set us all to laughing as he plopped down beside 
her.He'd been waiting to follow her to the bus,and she'd come by herself,that 
was all! 

Next day,we were treated to one of the biggest surprises we had ever 
experienced in our travels.After we arrived at our next stop,Lawrence was 
delighted to present the entire orchestra in concert in the completely 
renovated Virden Theatre from 2 to 4 that afternoon.An amplifying system 
proved unnecessary as the acoustics had been scientifically installed at 
the turn of the century,and the slightest sound could be heard everywhere. 
The beautiful old curtains had been carefully restored to their original 
sheen,and hung in heavy splendor across the front of the stage.Instead of 
pulling them back,they were pulled upward And how many remember the unique 
way the steps leading to the stage appeared the same no matter which way you 
viewed them from the floor?We left,feeling the Virden residents had reason to 
be proud of their theatre. 

That same evening,the Virden Curling Rink was filled to capacity.If we'd 
thought record sales were good that afternoon,they were excellent that night! 
Only one thing bothered us,and must have bothered the dancers,too.As the 
evening progressed,condensation made the floor dangerously slippery,and 
worried the musicians who watched from the stage.On the bus,going back 
to the Canadian Inn at Brandon,the guys and gals were hard pressed to guess 
the possible amount of records sold - part of a contest Lawrence had set up, 
with all quarters donated for the purpose,going to the person who guessed 
closest to the actual amount,at the end of the tour. 

Macregor proved a whopping success.Beginning when the Macregor Old Time 
Dancers graciously hosted the noon meal in the home fo Mr.and Mrs.Fred 
Clark,the group was later escorted by Sid Hay,a local resident,on a guided 
tour through the tidy,compact town of Macregor itself.Supper was provided 
by the Macregor Senior Citizens at their drop-in centre.Later,sponsored by 
the same Macregor Old Time Dancers who had given us dinner,the orchestra 
played to a crowd that came from Winnipeg,Carman,Portage la Prairie, 
Bruxelles,Brandon and Macregor. 

We were driven to Oak Lake next day,where a very jovial 'Happy Jack' 

( a nickname apparently earned by the proprietor) - served us a delicious 
lunch.That afternoon the orchestra split into two groups,with Eileen's 


troupe being transported to Hartney in a rejuvenated,ancient,noisy but 


roadworthy school bus,and the others,with Lawrence acting on their behalf. 


as MC,remaining in Oak Lake.The senior citizens at both places gave everyone 
a warm,hearty reception.By arrangement,both sections met in Souris for the 
evening performance.In the interval before supper,we were invited to tour 
their town,and especially enjoyed seeing the swinging bridge,which is their 
pride and joy.It was built by Squire Snowden in 1904,is 582 feet in length, 
and is the longest single span swinging bridge in Canada.At the dance, 
record sales reached a shocking total of $978, and the take at the door 

was $1200. 

Preceding the evening dance in Carberry on June 17, the group again 
divided into groups for afternoon shows in Gladstone and Carberry.Next day 
we were guests of the Brookdale Community Club,where we became better: 
acquainted with Eldon and Hilda-Macdonald.Their little community hall 
exuded such warmth and cheer that we felt at home immediately. 

The dance in Neepawa took place that evening in a hall that had been a 
huge warehouse until the salt mine in Neepawa had closed down.Donated to the 
community,it had been completely refurbished.Many of us remember their huge 
hall,with the old fashioned bar, and the framed picture of a reclining 
mermaid hanging above it,on one end of the hall. 

By special arrangement,the Fiddlers entertained at the Brandon Fair 
sunday June 19,instead of returning to Swift Current as scheduled.Several 
members were sick,or threatening to be sick,with a somewhat virulent flu, 
and one or two stayed at the motel rather than going to the fairgrounds. 

We returned to Swift Current June 20. 

After an overnight stay at Moosomin the first night,and Virden the next, 
the Fiddlers were booked at the Canadian Inn,Brandon throughout the rest 
of the tour.Fortunately,distances to their next engagements were short; 
therefore,it presented no problem.On the contrary,most of us felt more relaxed 
and rested,not having had to pack and unpack every day in a different location 
Except for being a trifle weary,we all had a great time,and wondered,if , 
maybe in 1984,we would be returning to Manitoba for another tour.Only time 


and Lawrence's ability to arrange matters would tell. 
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1984 Engagements and Committments 


Played Civic Centre 10 times - June 5 instead of June 12,due to upcoming 
June 10 to June 17 Manitoba tour following week - October 9,guests 

were Eldon McDonald,Brookdaie,Manitoba,Alex and Marg McKercher,Brookdale, 
Manitoba,Bill and Susie Marsh,Welyn and Arnold and Nora Gray,Hamiota. 
Practiced four times for record #6 - supper twice at Horseshoe Lodge - 
supper twice at K Motel. 

February 6 - Studio West - recording session - stayed Westgate Motor Inn , 
Saskatoon. | 

Annual Meeting - Eagles Lodge - November 4. 

Christmas Party - Eagles Lodge - November 14. 


Three cancellations between January 1 and December 31. 


In Town Engagments 
February 9 - Wheatland Mall -Save the Children Campaign - entertainment. 
April 13 - Legion - supper,6:30 - dance,8:30 - 11:30 P.M. - 9 players. 
Aprid 15 =0.M. Irwin Collegiate <= Kiwanis - 15-20 minutes,9 players. 
April 26 - Legion - Cancer Society - dance - 8: OO- 11:00 P.M. 
April 21 - Ashley Park - Peter and Ann McCallum - dance. 
May 4 -Fairview School - 7:30 -9:30 P.M. - box social - donation, play- 


ground equipment. 


June 28 - Chamber of Commerce Promotion 


July 7 - Research Station - Knights of Columbus 


July 14 - Eagles - Pete and Rose Lang - anniversary - Pete really loved 
to polka! 

July 21 - Daulk anniversary - dance - Eagles. 

September 14 -Horseshoe Lodge - entertainment. 


September 27 - Legion - Rotary Club - Dance - Fiddling championships. 
October 2 - Horseshoe Lodge - Department of Social Services - farewell. 
October 5 - Legion - Figure Skating - entertainment - 8:30 - 14230 'PsM. 
November 23 - Art and Irene Bymoen 50th wedding anniversary dance. 


December 6 - Legion -Senior Citizens Christmas party - 4 records donated 


for spot dances. 


Out of Town Committments 


March 17 - Cantuar - dance,9 to 12. 


March 21 to March 25 - North Saskatchewan tour - details separate. 


March 29 - April 1 - Alberta mini-tour 


- separate. 
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April 6 - Delisle - dance - Dave Archibald,driver - Eileen MC -11 players. 


April 14 - Hazenmore - dance - 12 players. 

April 18 - Webb - dance - farewell,W.Pagent and Robertson -8:30 -— 11:30 PM. 
April 24 - Kincaid - supper,7 P.M. - went by car - dance. 

May 3 - Cadillac - Senior Citizens Convention - dance. 


June 10 to June 17,inclusive -Manitoba tour, separate. 

June 19 - Regina - Hazen Argue -Chinese delegation - Centre Of The Arts - 
Special programme - remarks by Mayor Larry Schneider,City of Regina - Eric 
Benson,Deputy Premier of Saskatchewan andMihister of Development and Trade, 
senator Hazen Argue,Minister of State for the Canadian Wheat Board,Ji Ming, 
Vice Minister of Commerce,China.Dinner included:seafood cocktail,Caeser 
Salad,Veal St.Petersburg,vegetables,rice with mushrooms,dumplings in 
Cointreau,coffee and tea,wine - Centre of the Arts Select Special - 
assorted liquers. Myron Wright,bus driver. 

July 18 - Thompson Lake - entertainment. 

August 4 - Cadillac - Marwood,McDonough wedding - requested to play'Can 


I Have this Last Dance with You?' and " Rest of My Life'.Lawrence MC. 


August 17 - Maple Creek - Cypress Hills - dance. 

september 1 - Waldeck - Shirley and Al Frazer - dance,9:00 - 12:00 P.M. 
October 6 - Maple Creek 01d timers - 20 players - Supper at Ingolf Dahls. 
October 13 - Kincaid - dance. 

October 19 - Delisle - Oddfellows - dance. 

October 26 - Gull Lake - Old Timers - meal -program - dance. 

November 2 - Aneroid - 50 Plus Club - daree - 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. 

November 8 - Macdowall - no niano - yjsed bus for transportation. 

November 9 - Played Lutheran Towers ,afternoon - Western Tevelovoment 
Museum,evening. 

November 26 - Wiseton - Cookwell 40th wedding anniversary - dance,9 to 12. 


November 30 - Tompkins - dance - $500 donation. 


Northern Saskatchewan Mini-Tour,March 21-24,1984 


Lawrence had got wind of a spectacular opportunity to play in northern 
Saskatchewan sometime during March,1984.The Provincial Mixed Curling Champ- 
ionships were to be held in Prince Albert,and would the Fiddlers play for 
their wind-up dance when all the games were finished?Teams from every 
province would be competing - to be asked to participate was definitely 
an honor not to be passed over lightly.The response was obvious.Preparations 
began at once to finalize the committment. 

We departed at 10:15 A.M. March 21 from the Wheatland Mall parking lot, 
in a Southern Charterways bus driven by Myron Wright from Pennant,and 
made it to the Confederation Flag Inn in Saskatoon in time for dinner. 

We then proceeded to Prince Albert,where we booked in at the Cornet Hotel. 
We had supper there,then struck out for the curling rink to wait for the 
final bonspiel games to end.Once we began playing,we didn't quit until 
1:30 in the morning.Dancing was sporadic and record sales minimal. 

We slept well.Everyone was up in good time next morning,and some of 
the ladies took off to do some shopping in a nearby Woolco store.That 
afternoon Eileen's group was taken to Pine View Terrace in Prince Albert 
to perform while Lawrence's entertained at Mont St.Jsephs Catholic Home. 
Lawrence brought back a more substantial amount in record sales than 
Eileen did that afternoon.Both the supper and the 8 - 11 dance that night 
were sponsored by the Kinsmen Community Heritage Centre.The ladies sold 
$596 in records.On our way back to the hotel,we impulsively stopped at a 
Roots Restaurant,which was still open,for coffee and toast before retiring 
for the night. 

Bright and early next morning,Lloyd and Cliff walked to a Canadian 
Tire store in the vicinity to get a replacement cord for Lloyd's accordion. 
He managed to get one,and both men were ready to leave for Smeaton with 
the rest at 11 A.M. We had a turkey and ham dinner in the Smeaton Nursing 
Home , and gleaned $610 in record sales during our afternoon performance. 

We were presented a plaque and given two boxes of homemade fudge plus a 
box of Turtles to munch on the bus. We left for Nipawin and checked in at 
the Park Hotel. 

Members of the 'Northern Swingers Square Dance Club',in full square 
dance regalia,were waiting to welcome us at the doors of the Composite 
School in Nipawin.At supper time,we were invited to split up and visit 


with their own members at various tables in the dining area.It was a novel 


and meaningful experience,certainly one we had seldom been privileged to 


share in our travels up to that time.At the evening dance,everyone was so 
friendly,and were beautiful dancers.Besides,Marj,accompanied by a local 
nurse,did the Charleston. 

A little hearbreaker named Layne Morris,about twelve years old,danced 
with all of the record sellers in turn,and Suprised them all by knowing 
how to do all of the pattern dances! He even volunteered to teach them the 
steps if they didn't know them.He finally bought one of our records,and 
had all of the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers who were there to autograph 


it for him.During the evening,the Fiddlers were presented a square dancer's 


flag,which is still among our memorabilia today!Back at the Park Hotel,we met 


in Bob's room to relax and discuss the day's events. 

We had breakfast at the hotel,and were already speeding along the 
highway when someone waiting by the roadside hailed our driver to stop. 

A considerate gentleman was bringing Dewayne's coat,which he had forgotten 
at Smeaton,and Marj's cushion,which she had left at the hotel,to save us 
the trouble of backtracking for them later.To be Ssure,we were extremely 
grateful to the thoughtful fellow. 

As no arrangements had been verified for our midday meal,we ate dinner 
at the Cornet Hotel in Prince Albert,then carried on to Shellbrook.We 
booked in at the Shellbrook Motel,the same one we'd occupied on our 1980 
tour!That afternoon,Lawrence's group entertained at the same nursing home 
where we'd had dinner in 1980,while Eileen's group took off to play in the 
Park Land Nursing Home.While there,the ladies sold $489 in records.We were 
treated to a sumptuous feast in someone's private home in Canwood before 
playing for a dance in the Elks Hall that evening.Talk about dancers! 
There wasn't a ripple or sign of discord anywhere on the floor when those 
people danced!They had been well trained,and they all knew the same method! 

The building itself was brand new.The bathrooms hadn't been partitioned 
yet,so we took particular care which way we turned when we visited the 
‘boy's room' or the ‘girl's room' that night. Then,it was back to the 
Shellbrook Motel to sleep before we hit for home next day. 

It was March 25th,Sunday morning,and a great day to be travelling. 
Everyone was up and on the bus by 9 o'clock,headed for a special break- 
fast at the Husky Restaurant,hosted by the Elks Club 50.We ordered from 
the menus and visited back and forth with our hosts.At the last minute,. 
they asked if we would mind playing a few tunes around the fireplace in 


the restaurant so the cooking staff could hear what we sounded like! 


Never at a loss,and always willing to oblige, a few of us did get our 
instruments and played such tunes as 'Some Sunday Morning' and ‘Road 
To The Isles'.As we left our new-found friends,we razzed them a little, 
saying it was the first time we'd ever had to play for our breakfast! 

In jovial high spirits, we clambered aboard the bus,and headed,at last, 
for home.We stopped long enough to eat dinner at Rosetown,then,wearily, 
happily,very satisfied,we reached Swift Current.The tour had been great, 
the hospitality outstanding.We hoped that our Alberta tour a few days hence 
would turn out as well! 


Record sellers at work,1l.to r. Marj 


Peacock,Olive Hjermenrude,Eileen 
Holden,Lavone Smiley and Beth Dahl. 


Playing at the Provincial 
Curling Championship in 


Prince Albert,March 21,1984 


‘Tuned in' and 'going strong' 


at the Heritage Centre dance, 
Prince Albert,March 22,1984 


Alberta Mini-Tour,March 29 to April 1,1984 


After a few days of rest from the North Saskatchewan tour March 21-24, 
we started out again on what we later dubbed the 'Diefenbaker Flu tour', - 
not so much that John Diefenbaker had any conceivable connection with the 
influenza epidemic,at all,but because several of our people contacted the 
virus when we visited that good man's home city of Prince Albert the week 
before!Somehow,March,1984 became indelibly imprinted in our memories 
because of that flu! 

We started out on Verena's birthday,March 29.The bus seemed strangely 
empty without Cliff and Olive,who had already succumbed to the virulent flu 
bug.We'd been given to understand that Ingolf and Beth,Archie and Lavone and 
Agatha would not be joining us at the Maple Creek Junction,either..Ingolf 
was unwell,Agatha was feeling poorly,and Archie was otherwsie engaged, 
making our crew very small,indeed. 

On the bus, we saw more evidence of folks being i11.If memory hasn't 
failed me altogether,Archie Wells accompanied us that time.Bub,though,was 
far from well,but had come 'to be with the gang',and to do what he could. 
Bob was experiencing various degrees of discomfort,and was not too confident 
about his ability to perform every night.Harvey.,,just over the flu,was weak 
and shaky,but spunky,as usual,and willing to pull his weight.Lawrence 
shouldn't have gone,but forced himself to rally enough to board the bus,and 
get us all on our way.On board then were - Eunice and Dewayne,Wes and Idabel, 
Ralph,Julie and Dayton,Bub and Pearl,Harvey and Marj,Lioyd and Eileen,Ora 
and Lawrence. 

We lunched at the Oriental Restaurant in Medicine Hat,then our driver 
took us directly to the Ranchland Inn in Nanton,where we registered.We knew 
about the minor discomforts folks were having,but decided to 'give it a try 
,just the same'.After we'd eaten dinner at the Krystal Springs Dining Lounge, 
and ,while Eileen was making arrangements to have supper there,one of the 
waitresses in the restaurant let it be known that the Legion ladies were 
preparing supper,and were definitely expecting us! That afternoon,in the 
interval between dinner and supper,Lawrence received a phone call from the 
Legion president, advising him that supper would be served at the Legion 
at $7 a plate.That evening,while we waited for supper to be served,we noticed 
that Pearl appeared quite unwell.We ate our chicken supper and returned to 
the motel to relax awhile before the dance.We had a good turnout that night, 


and were well received in that area. 


Our flu continued until the next day.Bob was now i11.Bub remained in his 


room,with Pearl tending to his needs.There was talk of who would replace 
who if anyone else took sick during the day.Our crew was diminishing and 
anyone could be next.Those of us who were well spent an uneasy day,but 

it was Eileen who received a phone call from Lawrence,asking her to 
replace him as MC at the Champion dance that evening.He would be confined 
to his room for the rest of the day! 

Ivar Ivarson,past president,and his wife welcomed us when we reached 
the Legion at Champion.Their hearty good spirits seemed to lighten our own, 
and drinks on the house were offered to those who wished to have one. 

Ivar introduced us to the Legion executive,who did everything they could 
to make us welcome and comfortable.An excellent supper,prepared by the 
Legion Auxiliary ladies,was much enjoyed and appreciated.Everything had 
been well planned. 

The equipment was in place.Orchestra members were lined up ready to go. 
Eileen took the mike,and ,knowing the president was absent,called Ivar 
Ivarson to the stage to introduce us.She saw him in the audience,but he 
wasn't moving from his seat.She called him again.Most reluctantly did 
Ivar mount those steps and take the mike! "I can't speak in public!", 
said Ivar."I'1ll make a mess of it" "No,you won't", said Eileen,"Just 
acknowledge our presence,and tell them why we're all up here,that's all!". 
He hadn't prepared a speech,seemed genuinely unnerved about the whole 
thing,but had the personality to carry it off in fine style! 

Midway through the dance,we had a short break,giving us time to have 
a short 'breather' - and a drinkif we wanted one. Meanwhile,Eileen gave her 
Spiel about who we were,what we did,and introduced the members’ of the 
orchestra.We were able to keep the crowd busy all night,despite the fact 
that Dewayne was having cold chills,then perspiring like mad the last 
hour we played.He was getting quite ill,and should have been in bed,but 
could not get near one just then.Later on,Eileen's voice turned scratchy 
over the mike,so a guardian angel in the form of Mrs.ivarson brought her a 
toddy! Anyway,we ended up with a standing ovation,and the entire band stood 
up to take a bow! 

We played to another wonderful crowd in Nanton March 31.Quite a few of 
the audience were with us for the third night in a row! Lawrence was on his 
feet,looking tough and sounding worse,and eating Zubes like they were going 


out of style.He improved as the night wore on,and managed to convey his own 


particular finesse to the show.Bub,Dewayne,Bob and Dayton stayed in bed. 

In the fiddle section there were Harvey,Ralph,Wes and a local lady who sat 
with us.After about an hour,we lost Julie,who,sick at last returnec to 

the motel.Euncie took the drum.Ora was at the piano and Lloyd at the accordion. 


We couldn't afford to lose any more!We said,if we ran out of gas,we'd have s 


to switch to alcohol! Well, we didn't run out of gas,but an extra shot of 
energy was provided 'on the house' - which was much appreciated,under the 
circumstances.Even if we'weren't all there'we were given another standing 
ovation that night,too! 

Next morning was a nice,bright morning.Pigeons were flying around, 
and it looked like a great day to drive home.Eunice entered the little 
cafe, well-groomed,as usual,with every hair in place,and was quite surprised 
to hear that 'the pigeon didn't miss'! But,then the pigeon didn't have to 
score,either, on the morning of April 1! In her most sinister voice,Euncie 
promised - or threatened - revenge before the end of the day. 

All's well that ends well.When we stopped at Medicine Hat on the way home, 
everyone felt like eating a little bit,at least.Still, we are not likely to 
forget ‘that tour when everyone was sick - getting sick -or was feeling 


just plain miserable! 


He who sleepeth sinneth not! 


Back row - Dewayne and Eunice Leifson 


Front row: Lloyd and Eileen Holden 


2nd Manitoba Tour ,1984 
Time ? June 10 to June 16,1984 
Where? Moosomin,Shoal Lake,Hamiota,Macgregor ,Oak Lake -Martney,Souris,Neepawa, 
Gladstone, Brookdale,Reston,Pipestone,Melita. 


Who participated? 


Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude Lloyd and Eileen Holden 
Eunice and Dewayne Leifson Wes and Idabel Howes 
Harvey and Marj Peacock Ernie and Agnes Oakman 
Dayton and Julie Hulbert Ingolf and Beth Dahl 
Archie and Lavone Smiley Agatha Hanline 

Ora Wetterstrand Bob Steinborn 

Ralph Biese Archie Wells 

John Moffat Elvy Mickelson 

Lawrence Schatkoski Myron Wright,bus driver 


Lawrence Schatkoski presenting 
Eldon and Hilda Macdonald, 


Brookdale a plaque of 


appreciation,June,1984 


Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 2nd Manitoba Tour,1984 


As the Swift Current Old Time Fiddler tours were usually planned well 
in advance,the 1984 tour into Manitoba began taking shape after the 1983 
annual meeting.Following the format of the 1983 tour,it was tentatively 
agreed that it should start at,and work out from,Brandon,with dances being 
from 8:30 to 11:30 P.M.Such details as departure time,agenda and rate of 
pay at the door were eventually clarified and implemented. 

To add to the Fiddler uniforms,Wes Howes was authorized to order material 
for new vests,shirts and blouses,with deadline of arrival set for June l. 
Olive Hjermenrude and Eileen Holden ordered navy skirts for the ladies from 
May 'n' Elinors.Wes purchased navy pants for the men.Mesh hats,ordinary,for 
the men,and sporting pompoms for the ladies,with crests advertising 'Swift 
Current Old Time Fiddlers' on them,were bought and distributed to the members. 

The material arrived,and Joy Holden, a local seamstress,agreed to tackle 
the mammoth job of sewing the vests, shirts and blouses in time for the tour. 
For a short while,things looked bad.Dye ran in the vest material,and Joy 
explored different ideas before getting the problem under control.Needless 
to say,there were those on tour who were concerned that the dye might still 
'run' - and embarrass them at a most inopportune time!Fortunately,no serious 
problem occurred. 

That wasn't the end of our problems that year.Desperately in need of a 
piano,the Fiddlers bought a second-hand,portable electric one,;plus amplifier 
and throne,that had been used onatrial basis at the Civic Centre.Cliff 
Hjermenrude made a carrying case for the legs and Bob Steinborn manufactured 
a 'bag' to hold the piano,to protect it from getting scratched and damaged. 
Finally,to ensure that we'd have mementoes of our trip,a camera was bought 
from Quinn's Pharmacy in Swift Current,and could be used by anyone interested 
in taking pictures of the tour. 

With all these acquisitions,we considered ourselves well prepared when 
we boarded our Southern Charterways bus that June 10 morning,Twenty six 
noses were counted,and Myron Wright, the bus driver,pulled away from the 
Wheatland Mall at 10:15 A.M.,Manitoba bound.Somewhere nearby,Helen and Ray 
Hankins from Cabri were following in their motor-home,and would be present 
for every function on the tour route. 

We stopped at the Three Star Restaurant in the Southland Mall,Regina for 
dinner.Then it was off to Broadview,where we toured the museum there before 
‘hitting the road' again.For a smaller centre,that museum contained all manner 
of artifacts,which interested all of us,particularly ‘the menfolks,who needed 


a bit of prodding to board the bus! After checking in at the Welcome Motel 


in Moosomin,we had supper at Wong's Restaurant.After breakfast the following 
morning,we toured the campground where the Hankins were staying,then it was 
off to the Moosomin Drop-In Centre for sandwiches and sweets.That afternoon, 
the musicians entertained the senior citizens in the drop-in centre,then 
rested,loafed or toured the town to pass the time until evening.After supper, 
they played for a dance in the Elks Hall. 

June 12 found us leaving for Hamiota,where they were celebrating their 
100th anniversary.Eileen's group was bussed to the Hamiota Birch Lodge, 
and Lawrence's to Shoal Lake,for an afternoon performance at each place. 
Supper was almost finished when Lawrence received an impromptu invitation 
to perform at another nursing home nearby.While he was absent,Eileen filled 
in for him at the hall until he returned.Both groups met again to play for 
a dance at the school in Hamiota. 

Immediately after the dance,Myron drove us all to the North Hill Inn in 
Brandon,where we were already registered.The service proved favorable,and 
most of us appreciated staying in one location for the next few days.Next 
morning we were treated to a free breakfast before taking off for Macgregor. 
After playing at the Macgregor Nursing Home,we were whisked away to the 
Macgregor Community Centre for a wholesome supper of chili and buns.At the 
dance that evening,the crowd enthusiastically received the Fiddlers,and 
bought several dollars worth of records during the evening. 

When we arrived at Oak Lake June 14,our hosts,Mr.and Mrs.Ted Murphy 
from Souris,made certain we had lots to eat at the J&A Cafe,whose propriétor, 
by the way,was still the same 'Happy Jack' we had met in 1983!He joked and 
joshed at random with all of us,and made us feel right at home.Before we 
left his establishment,Bob Steinborn, a practical joker,if there ever was 
one,furtively purchased,then openly presented, a gift to Archie Smiley prior 
to boarding the bus.It caused a lot of merriment as we bid good-bye to the 
good folks there.This time,Eileen's group stayed in Oak Lake to perform in 
the Oak Lake Drop-In Centre while Lawrence accompanied his to Hartney. 

The Brookdale Community Club served dinner to us next day.It was 
relaxing and refreshing to sit in the homey surroundings of the Brookdale 
Hall,where everyone was so cordial and hospitalbe that we felt we had known 
them for years.After dinner,Lawrence presented a special plaque of apprec- 
lation to Eldon and Hilda Macdonald,who had devoted countless hours of their 
own time towards making our tour possible.That afternoon,Eileen's group was: 


pleased to play in the Third Crossing Care home in Gladstone while the 


others performed at Neepawa.At the dance at Neepawa that evening,the ladies 
sold $1026 in records and tapes. 
June 16,it was off to Pipestone,where we had dinner at the Senior Citizens | 


Home.A short while later,Eileen's group had the special distinction of being | 


the last people to perform in the theatre there,as it was to be torn down 
shortly thereafter.It seemed different,somehow,to play to a small audience 
that sat in tiered rows on the slanted floor of the old theatre.Meanwhile, 
Lawrence's group entertained at Reston,and we all met at Melita for the 
evening dance. 

It was a special occasion for Melita and its residents.On this, their 
100th anniversary,the Fiddlers were playing for their commemorative dance. 
After the dance was over,we returned to Dreamland inn,where we found our 
rooms Clean and fresh,as each of us Slipped,one by one,into our own 
particular kind of 'dreamland'. 

We had breakfast at the Ev 'n' Del Reataurant before boarding the bus 
nest morning.We took off for Weyburn in due course,where we stopped to 
have dinner at the Truckers' Inn.Tired,exhausted but happy, we talked ag 
subdued tones,slept and waited until the bus once again rolled into the 
Wheatland Mall Parking lot at Swift Current.Then it was equipment to unload, 
luggage to carry,and each of us going our separate ways until we met for 
another committment. | 

It had been an enjoyable and rewarding tour.And - we had met so many 
interesting people.Without a doubt,it was another treasure to ‘store away 


in our house of memories'. 


Bryce boys from Austin, 
Manitoba play with the 
'Fiddlers' at the 
Macgregor dance,June_ 
13,1984. 


In a jovial mood,Melita,1984 


Melita celebrates its 100th 
anniversary,1984 


Macdowall -Western Development Museum Tour ,Nov.8-10,1984 


Twenty one loyal Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers boarded the Southern 
Charterways bus November 8,1984,with their objective a long ride to Saskatoon, 
a still further trip to Macdowall,followed by an overnight stay at the 
Confederation Flag Inn in Saskatoon.Participating in this venture were Cliff 
and Olive,Lloyd and Eileen,Merv and Faye,Eunice and Dewayne,Wes and Idabel, 
Julie and Dayton,Lawrence,Bob,John ,Ingolf and Beth,Ralph,Archie Wells, 
Harvey and Marj and Lawrence. 

We reached Confederation Flag Inn in good time.After we'd registered, 
some of us went to the cafe for coffee and a chance to unwind before 
completing the final phase of our journey.At Macdowall, we had a wonderful 
supper of chicken,ham,mashed potatoes and dessert.503 people attended the 
dance that night,certainly one of the biggest crowds we had ever seen at any 
of our functions!It was a real thrill to play for such an audience.And - 
the ladies sold $1097 in records, besides! 

During the performance,a real Indian chief from around the Macdowall area 
asked if he and his family could demonstrate an Indian dance for us.Well1! 

He borrowed a violin from one of our fiddlers, and one of his own people 
began to play a familiar enough tune,but he speeded it up far more than 
we'd ever played it at home, or anywhere!The dancing began,with intricate 
footwork,graceful movement and perfect rhythm at all times during the 
entire show.It was a spectacular exhibition,which everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed.We heard later that they were prize winners in Indian dance 
competitions, and we quite believed it.Fortunately,we took some pictures 
to add to our album collection at home. 

We backtracked to Saskatoon to spend the night.In high spirits,the men 
reviewed the day's events,most of them very pleased with the way the day 
had gone.During the course of their discussion,three or four grew more 
articulate than usual,and even became a little - rowdy,shall we say?Anyway, 
the phone on the table beside the bed jangled.Someone answered."The party's 
over!Quieten ‘er down in there!"No-one has ever got tight in our bunch -we 
were just releasing some tension with a little bit of tomfoolery - and we 
were the only guests on that floor! 

On the afternoon of November 9,we played at the Lutheran Nursing Home 
in Saskatoon.At that time,we thought we might actually get a write-up in the 
paper,but nothing ever came of it.We had supper at the Confederation Flag 
Inn,than took off to play at the Western Development Museum. - The crowd was 


excellent and danced well. Record sales didn't reach our established norm, but 


we were still happy with the $329 we made.Lloyd renewed the acquaintance of 


a gentleman whom he had met while he'd been a patient in the University 


Hospital. 


At 9 A.M.November 10, we aimed our bus towards Swift Current,and made 


it home without encountering blizzard-like weather conditions,unexpected 
illnesses - or anything which might have led us to say," It was a flop! 


Never again!". It had been too much fun for that. 


Entertaining the Senior 
Citizens at Macdowall 
November 8,1984 


An Indian couple 
exhibiting their skill 
at Macdowall Nov.8,1984| 
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1985 Engagements and Committments 


Played at Civic Centre 10 times. 

Ivy Horner passed away May 16.Funeral May 18. 

Practiced for record #7 12 times. 

Picture for jacket taken Research Station February 23,1985. 

Recording for #7 album made at Hughes Video,Saskatoon - March 37h 9654 
Made our first-ever video cassette,Hughes Video,Saskatoon - April 25. 
Annual meeting - November 3. 

Christmas party - December 5. 

Several phone calls requesting our services turned down due to previous 
engagements - 7 cancellations due to weather conditions or other 


pressing matters. 


In Town Engagements | 
January 18 - Robbie Burns Night. | 
Febraury 8 - Talent West Might - Boy Scouts. 
February 14 - Save the Children - Wheatland Mall 4:00 P.M. 
Febraury 18 - Horseshoe Lodge - Jim Neshit's birthday. 
March 13 - Curling Rink - Seniors curling - entertainment. 
April 38 - Trade Fair - Palliser Pavillion - entertainment. 
May 29 - Civic centre - Participaction. 
July 9 - Research Station - 6:15-7:30 - entertainment - chicken supper. 


August 3 - Elks Hall - Ivan and Alma English 50th wedding anniversary. 


August 12 - Stockade - Kiwanis club - entertainment - donated music. 
September - Legion - Wheatland Home Care - 2:00 -4:30 P.M. 
- Jaywalkers Jamboree - Sound Stage. 


- Chamber of Commerce. 


3 
September 5 
September 7 

9) 


September 26 - Rotary Club - dance - Fiddling contest. 

October 26.-- Eagtes - Les and Mary Stephenson anniversary. 

Novenber 9 - Legion - Bob and Hazel Steinborn - 45th wedding 
anniversary. 

December 8 - St. Michaels Christmas Party - Sister acted part of 

Santa Claus - Eileen won raffle of home-made Christmas cake. 

December 12 - Legion - Senior citizens Activity Centre - Jake Thiesen's 


group entertained. 
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Out of Town Committmnets 


February 21 - Kyle - dance. 

March 1 - Ernfold - Roy and Florence Bertwistle anniversary. 
March 15 - Admiral - dance + 8:00 to 11:00 P.M. 

March 23 -Herbert - NDP Bonspiel - dance. 

April 12 - Aneroid - dance - small crevy. 

April 18 - 21 mini-tour,North Saskatchewan — separate. 
April 25 - 28 - Video recording,Saskatoon - separate. 

May 3 - Cantuar - supper 6:00 P.M. -— dance 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. 


June 2 - June 9 - Manitoba tour - separate. 

June 15 - Carmichael - entertainment - 2 to 4. 

June 27 - Success - Heritage days - dance. 

June 29 - Stewart Valley - Gary Argue - supper - dance. 

July 13 - Aneroid - Robert Schroeder 75 year family reunion - suvper.53:30. 


July 25 - Frontier - Carl Swarbrick - 7:30 to 10:30 PM. 

July 27 - Success - Heritage Days - dance - antique display. 

August 11- Running MB Ranch -out of Saskatoon - played 3 or 4 hours = 
Quonset type building - hadn't been cleaned - baler Straw strewn all over - 
barbecue - sponsored by Great West Entertainment - contract deal. 
Piapot Homecoming - August 2 - dance 8:30 to 11:30 P.M. 

September 20 - Kincaid - dance. 

October 5 - Hazlet - dance. 

October 9 to 12 - mini - tour,Alberta - first time to Red Barn,Alberta. 
October 18 - Delisle - Oddfellows - dance. 

October 25 - Gull Lake - dance - donated 1 Cap and 3 records. 

November 15 - Admiral - Recreation Board - 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. 


November 16 - Frontier - AA dance - entertained Shaunavon 1 hour ~- beef 
Supper at Frontier - Eileen's arm in a cast - she MC'd. 

November 22 - Dinsmore - King George Hall - supper - dance. 

november 29 - Ponteix - Glen Vern Hall - Supper at Julie's 


December 27 - Tompkins - dance. 


North Saskatchewan Mini-Tour,April 18-21,1985 


We'd promised to return,but we'd set no definite time. Months had passed. 
Lawrence had been contacted by various parties interested in having us appear 
in their special town.Now,here we were,waiting for Del Allison,our bus driver, 
to appear so we could take off again! 

We left Swift Current at 9:15.By previous arrangement,we picked up Ernie 
and Agnes Oakman outside the Co-op Store at Stewart Valley,and Ray and Helen 
Hankins at Elrose.We stopped at the Westwinds Motor Hotel in Biggar to have 
dinner,then proceeded to Maidstone,where we booked in at the Sandpiper Motel. 
That afternoon,Eileen's group,comprised of Cliff,Eunice and Dewayne,Lloyd, 
Harvey,John,and Olive and Marj as record sellers,entertained at the Pine 
Island Lodge in Maidstone.Meanwhile,Lawrence's group,consisting of Wes,Idabel, 
Ernie,Agnes,Archie S.,Julie and Dayton,and Archie W.,with Lavone as record 
seller,entertained at Lashburn. 

We were escorted about in cars provided by our hosts.As a result,Bob and 
Ralph were accidentally overlooked,and remained all afternoon in their motel 
room at Maidstone!Each group thought the two rascals had gone with the other 
driver,and were not missed until we arrived at Waseca for supper.When all the 
noses were counted,two were missing! No Ralph! No Bob! When we returned to 
the motel,neither gentleman appeared very concerned - they'd had a good 
Sleep out of the deal,anyway! We took our bus to the gym,where everyone seemed 
to enjoy the music and dancing.The girls, busy as usual,sold about $485 in 
records.Back at the Hospitality Room that night,we were privileged to make 
the acquaintance of Bill and Doris Steinborn as well as Lloyd and Margaret 
Steinborn.Bill and Lloyd were both brothers of Bob's. 

We had breakfast at Sunny's Restaurant early enough to leave for Meadow 
Lake by 9:30 A.M.A hearty pot-luck dinner was waiting for us at the Activity 
Centre.We enjoyed every morsel,then left to book in at the Empire Hotel in 
downtown Meadow Lake.As we'd been invited to do so,we went back to the 
Activity Centre to watch a special program and fiddling contest for the 
seniors in the vicinity.Ernie,Archie and Bob were asked to be judges for the 
fiddling contest - and Agatha,Lavone and Olive judged the ladies' floor- 
length dresses! They each received a 'Nor-Wester' pin for their trouble.Then 
our group played, and the dancing became animated and lively as oldsters 
chose partners for one old tune after another. 

Supper was served at 6:30 P.M. in the Commnuity Centre.The orchestra set 
up its equipment and dancing went on from 8:30 to 2230. 


While the festivities were in progress,the rain which had been falling 


was gradually turning into snow.It was still snowing and slushy next morning. 


We had to pick up Dayton's mike from the hall,then,with some anxiety,we 
headed for Spiritwood,with snow falling all the way.We booked in at the 
Spiritwood Inn,then hustled to the Activity Centre for a welcome lunch of 
hot soup and a variety of sandwiches.Some of us were introduced to President 
Alice Stubbins,who had been a guest at the Swift Current Senior Citizens' 
Convention in 1984! The Fiddlers entertained for an hour while others simply 
relaxed,looked at the Spiritwood Community History Book,or walked about. 

Folks danced from 8-11:30 P.M. Olive found herself in the dog-house for 
allegedly setting Del up with a sweet young thing - all in fun,of course! 
Between Spiritwood and Shell Lake,the deluge of rain had risen the moisture 
level enough to cover the road with water! On our way back to Spiritwood,we 
had two very sweet young ladies as our guests.Lawrence kept joshing them and 
teasing them to make them feel welcome.It turned out their parents were 
Jehovah Witnesses.Lawrence discovered his room was flooded,so he had to be 
moved.The weather hadn't improved next day! 

While eating at the Harvest House Restaurant in Spiritwood,Olive ordered 
a dish of cornflakes,but didn't get them until the bus was all loaded.Julie 
and Dayton stayed behind to keep her company until she had finished her 
breakfast.Between Shell Lake and Meadow Lake,water was still lying over the 
road,and the snow kept falling.Lawrence,half jokingly, asked Eileen if there 
was enough money in the kitty to tide us over for a week,if we became 
stranded in the North country.It snowed most of the way to North Battleford, 
then let up,and road conditions improved remarkably.We had a welcome dinner 
at the Westwinds Motel in Biggar,then,thankful to be home safely,we arrived 
in Swift Current. 

Just goes to prove that a good bus driver has a lot to do with the 


passengers' welfare,doesn't it? 


In Bob's room at Maidstone,April 18,1985,Ralph 
Biese and John Moffat visit with Bob Steinborn 


and his two brothers Bill and Louis. 


April 19,1985 - Agatha Hanline,Olive 
Hjermenrude and Lavone Smiley judged 


ladies ' long dresses in contest. 


Manitoba Tour,1985 
Time ? June 2 to June 9,1985 


Where? Carman,Portage la Prairie,Treherne,Holland,Brandon,Gladstone, 
Neepawa,Hartney,Oak Lake,Souris. 


Who participated? 


Lloyd and Eileen Holden Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude 
Eunice and Dewayne Leifson Wes and Idabel Howes 
Harvey and Marj Peacock Ernie and Agnes Oakman 
Ingolf Dahl Bob Steinborn 

John Moffat Ralph Biese 

Merv Ennis Lawrence Schatkoski 


Bill Whitell,bus driver 


Taken at Wheatland Mall parking lot 
before boarding bus June 2,1985. 


Sign on bus made by Cliff Hjermenrude 


Manitoba Tour #3,1985 


The enthusiastic response which the Swift Current O1d Time Fiddlers 
received in 1984 was greatly instrumental in bringing about our third tour 
into Manitoba in 1985.That, and the cordial invitations from Brandon,Oak 
Lake and Portage la Prairie after we arrived home made our decision easy. 

Lawrence, by this time quite experienced in arranging our tours,put the 
wheels in motion by checking several details leading to possible openings 
in Manitoba.Wes Howes was requested to look for likely places in Winnipeg, 
put eventually reported a general lack of support that far from home. 

By November ,1984 Lawrence had already made a personal trip to Winnipeg, 
where committments to Portage la Prairie,Treherne,Brandon ,Neepawa and 
Souris were verified.Two groups would be playing in the afternoons,and joining | 
together for the evening dances.Reservations were finalized at the Canadian 
Inn,Brandon and the Westward Village Inn,Portage la Priairie. The Southern 
Charterways bus was booked for June. 

Preparations completed,we took off June 2 at a pre-arranged time ,with 
Bill Whitell,our bus driver.at the wheel.He was manager of the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce ,and his idea of a summer holiday was to take a 
week off and drive us Fiddlers about on these tours.Available and 
accomodating,he was a tremendous help in many ways. 

We had dinner at the Husky House,Regina,then boarded the bus again for 
points further east.Along the way,Merv Ennis,our most recent addition to the 
Fiddlers, and a former resident of Manitoba,regaled us with data and 
information about the towns he'd worked in, and described the composition 
of the soil in areas familiar to him.He had such an enlightened,entertaining 
manner of speech that the trip to Westward Motor Inn was shortened 
considerably.Once we were settled in,some of us discovered a 'going-out— 
of-business-sale' in progress in a specially reserved portion of the motel 
adjacent to the office,and had a great time trying to find the bargain 
'we couldn't resist’. 

On June 3 Bill Whitell took us to Carman to do an afternoon concert 
there.Surprisingly enough,the ladies sold $699,60 in records in that brief 
two hour period.By the way,the sixty cents was accepted when a pathetic old- 
timer couldn't find an extra dollar to pay for his purchase!We remained 
for the evening dance at the Carman Community Centre,then returned to our 
rooms in Portage la Prairie for rest and relaxation. | 

After breakfast June 4,we were escorted on a tour through the mushroom 


plant,the coke plant and the Campbell Soup Factory in Portage.Others might 


havé found the coke plant interesting.We're not sure what happened there. 


At the Campbell Soup Factory, we were separated into two groups,after which 
two well-informed young ladies guided us through the various procedures of 
making commercial soup.We were invited to ask questions, and the girls 
cheerfully explained.In retrospect,it seems amazing that those huge,gurgling 
cauldrons of raw material could produce anything edible.No wonder we were 
required to wear hairnets the whole time we were there!And,we did enjoy 

our little gift of two tins of Campbell soup when we reached home. 

The mushroom plant was fascinating.It takes scientific know-how and 
expert management to cultivate mushrooms,under the most controlled,sterile 
conditions,of course.And,they sterilized everything,even the manure! You 
may be sure that nothing is left to chance ina place like that! 

Our dinner was hosted by the BPOE Lodge 32 in Portage la Prairie,and 
Eileen was asked to say grace before we began our meal.With due reverence,she 
bowed her head and began to say a few words.As she spoke,she felt the 
Zipper on her slacks sliding down underneath her overhang blouse.Holding 
tight to her composure,she tried to Carry on with proper decorum,but ended 
somewhat abruptly,I'm afraid!Muttering a word of apology, she made a mad 


dash to the 'ladies'room',with someone's concerned voice asking,'Are you il1l?' 


ringing in her ears.To her dismay,she discovered that the Zipper had broken, 
the notches on it ruined beyond repair! The rest of us,naturally,were 
completely unaware of her predicament,and wondered at her strange behavior! 

That afternoon Eileen's group played in the Lion's Manor in Portage. 

AS usual,Lawrence took off somewhere else.At the Lion's Manor,two of our 
musicians,John Moffat and Harvey Peacock,made the acquaintance of an elderly 
scotch resident in the home.When Harvey and John(himself a man from Scotland) 
lifted up their fiddles to play a few lilting numbers from the "Old Land', 
that dear old lady's face had the most incredible look of joy spread across 
it!What memories the old tunes evoked is hard to imagine,but they certainly 
awakened a deep sense of nostalgia,and made someone happy for a little while. 
That, as we say,is 'what we are all about'.What greater reward is there,after 
all? 

Our activities were not quite finished that day!No! The Fiddlers were 
asked to participate in a 'Sunshine Records' promotion at a nearby mall,and 
hurriedly made their way to play there an hour before Supper.Seats were 
arranged in the foyer,and the musicians played in front of a Coles Bookstore 
that intended to sell our records.That young storekeeper was one excited 


businessman!He couldn't quite get over selling our records in the first place, 


but the idea of having us actually perform there in person almost overwhelmed 
him! Incidentally,while the boys were sawing away on their fiddles,Eileen 
unobstrusively sneaked away to a nearby clothing store to buy herself a new 
pair of slacks! 

Record sales had been minimal in the afternoon,but were somewhat better 
at the evening dance.Several people were unfamiliar with our pattern 
dances,but everyone seemed to have a good time in the Portage la Prairie 
Collegiate Institute. 

Starting out from Portage la Prairie again,we set out for Treherne June 5. 
Once more Merv Ennis provided a running commentary about the country-side 
enroute,and related interesting facts and tidbits about his family's early 
background in Treherne.The Seniors in Merv's hometown gave us the royal 
welcome as we enjoyed another wonderful home-cooked meal before we broke 
up into two groups for the afternoon. 

This time Eileen's group went to Holland and Lawrence's remained in 
Treherne.Holland was an immaculate,hospitable community,and we were warmly 
received there.It was amusing,though,to tell the rest later that we had 
actually entertained in Holland while they had been in Canada all day!That 
afternoon,Lawrence sold more records than we did.When we met. for supper,we 
were struck by the amount of bees that seemed to be swarming all over the 
place.There must have been flowers nearby.We looked for hives,but,apparently, 
they were situated in an area we had not been in that day. 

When the group joined together that afternoon,it was too early to par- 
take of the evening meal to be served by the Treherne Lodge 51.Merv,ever on 
the alert to show us all he could of his ‘old stompin' grounds',volunteered 
to arrange a side tour to a couple's place a short distance out of town.We 
had heard of the little church made out of bottles in B.C.,but we were 
quite unprepared to see a minute-sized church,complete with pews,altar and 
hymnbooks in Manitoba! We understood the owners had collected embalming 
fluid bottles for some time,then had spent countless hours creating this 
little wonder with their own hands.Filled with righteous enthusiasm,they 
showed us another small building nearby which they had also made from bottles. 

Unfortunately,time was pressing,and we had to force ourselves to leave 
this very interesting couple.We thanked them.We thanked Merv in the bus. 

We left to play in the school at Treherne.Folks were cordial and bought over 


$500 in records that night.We spent our last night in the Westward Motor Inn, 
and left by bus at 10:15 A.M. for the Canadian Inn in Brandon. 


We had time to change our clothes,then our contact-person Clay 
Fitzpatrick hustled us over to the Community Centre to enjoy a welcome lunch 
of soup and sanwiches.Following our established routine,the groups separated, 
with Eileen's leaving by city bus for the Fairview Lodge in Brandon and 
Lawrence going to the Hillcrest Lodge to entertain.After they had played for 
an hour and a half,the ones who had gone with Eileen were treated to tall 
glasses of cold lemonade before they returned to the Centre for supper. 

That evening the Fiddlers were deeply. honored to play in Brandon's 
Keystone Centre to a large and responsive crowd.The people knew all of the 
pattern dances, so the floor was filled for every number.The girls did a 
booming business at the record table.Lawrence outdid himself as MC, and the 
evening progressed very well. 

During the dance,Lawrence noticed a couple of cameramen circulating 
among the dancers,and surmised that pictures of the Fiddlers would probably 
be taken before the night was over.It came as no surprise,therefore,when the 
cameras were,indeed,focussed on the musicians at work on stage.Expecting to 
see a good likeness of them in the morning's paper,Lawrence was somewhat 
discomfitted to find,not a group picture at all,but a well blown-up version 
of John Moffat,in full view on the front page.This engendered much teasing 
from his colleagues,who wondered what pull he had used to make it the front 
page like that.As the 'youngest' Fiddler there, he was only 84,at the time - 
what had he done? With his eyes twinkling,and a smile breaking loose on his 
lips,he replied saucily,"Well,I'd rather be there than in the obituary column! 
Our week was full and running over with activity,and we 'hashed it over' 
in detail when we met in Bob and Ralph's room that night. 

We left Brandon at 11 A.M. next morning to reach Brookdale for lunch. 
There,we knew,we'd meet friendly acquaintances whose wonderful hospitality 
we had shared before.And,sure enough,nothing had changed.The Brookdale 
Community Centre exuded an aura of relaxation that is hard to beat anywhere. 
AS always, the food was superb, and the gracious hand of friendship much 
appreciated.When Eileen's group left for Gladstone that afternoon,the 
musicians were transported in a van with a trailer attached to hold their 
instruments.Lawrence's players accompanied him to Neepawa,where the rest of 
us would join them for supper. Record sales in Neepawa that night soared 
over $1000.A kind-hearted man appeared on the scene during the evening,holding 
a $100 bill in his hand.He said we'd been underpaid in Portage,and he hoped 


‘this would make up for the difference’. 


We arrived in Oak Lake in time for dinner June 8,From there,Eileen's 
group was taken in a rattling cannonball - actually,a remodelled school bus 
that had seen better days - to Hartney to entertain senior citizens who were 
waiting for them there.Lawrence remained in Oak Lake,and we were all to meet 
in Souris that night. 

During the afternoon,heavy gale-like winds increased in volume until the 
sky was filled with fine,swirling dust.On the way to Souris for our evening 
meal,the bus creaked and groaned while the wind drove dust fine enough to 
make one sneeze through cracks below the windows.The wind was so powerful 
that trees had been uprooted by the wayside,and branches lay strewn about 
everywhere.The local driver was competent enough,and the bus roadworthy 
enough,but,oh! how we looked forward to reaching Souris,getting under cover, 
and shaking the dust from our clothes! 

Lo and behold! The power was off in the Souris Community Centre, and 
supper was delayed for some time while our hostesses decided on some 
practical solution to the dilemna we were in.We waited almost an hour for 


Lawrence's group to arrive.Some of us were getting quite tired by this time, 


and sprawled under chairs at the back of the hall to rest.Eileen stretched out 


on four chairs pulled close together and 'zonked right out'.Olive tried,but 
too much had happened and she could not relax. 

Finally,emergency lights above the entrances were used so everyone could 
at least eat the food that had been prepared.It was not one's idea of a 
candle-light banquet, but we all took it with good humor and made the best 
of it.The power came on shortly after we began to eat,and soon some sense 
of normalcy pervaded the place.People began drifting in to dance a short 
while later,and dust,dirty clothing and fallen trees were momentarily 
forgotten.When everyone left after the dance,stars were Sparkling and 
glittering in the late night sky.It seemed utterly unbelievable that such a 
beautiful night could follow such a hectic day. 

On the dot of 9:15 the morning of June 9,Lawrence expressed his satis- 
faction that everyone was on board,Bill Whitell set the bus into motion,and 
we were homeward bound.In due course, we stopped at the Classic Inn in 
Moosomin for a quick coffee.Bill added more fuel to the gas tank,and we were 
off again.Our hunger pangs were crying for attention when we reached Regina, 
so we stopped at the Husky for dinner before rolling on to Swift Current. 
Lloyd and Eileen's son and his wife paid them a quick visit before we moved 


along on the last lap of our journey. 


Exhausted,thrilled and happy,we returned to our homes in and around the 
Swift Current area.It had been another good tour.But,just maybe,we could 


go somewhere else next year? On that note,we bid one another good-bye for 
the summer months. 
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The Red Barn Mini-Tour,October 9 - 13,1985 


A dream was coming true! We'd been invited to perform in the Red Barn 
outside of Edmonton October 11,1985! Lawrence arranged for other engagements 
enroute to help defray expenses,so there was nothing to do,at last,but hop 
on the bus,and we'd be on our way. 

Twenty seven of us clambered aboard October 9,ready and eager to leave 
the Wheatland Mall at 9:30 A.M.Eileen,who had broken her wrist,had asked 
Olive to look after the financial matters of the tour.We stopped to have 
dinner at the Blue Crystal Dining Room in the Westwinds Motel at Biggar 
before pushing on to Maidstone.There, we booked in at the Sandpiper Motel. 
After having a pot luck supper in the St.Anglican Church basement,we set up 
our equipment in the school gym for the dance that evening.We had been in 
Maidstone before,so we were really surprised and pleased to sell $558 in 
records,1 video and $105 in hats during the evening. 

There were no stragglers for breakfast October 10.We ate at Sunny's 
Restaurant in Maidstone,Olive paid the bills,and we left for St.Paul,Alberta 
at 9 o'clock.By 12 noon,we'd arrived,and were booked into the King's Motel. 
After dinner had been served by the friendly and efficient staff at Smitty's 
Restaurant,we were invited to the Recreation Centre to watch a video before 
having a pot luck supper there.The people were so friendly and gracious 
that it didn't take long to feel right at home among them.At the dance that 
evening,$1458 in records were sold,making it a top evening in record sales 
for the Fiddlers. 

On the .agenda next morning,and the reason for our 9 A.M. departure for 
St.Albert,was our committment at the Red Barn that night.Never having been 
there,but having heard about it,it stirred our imaginations trying to 
visualize its size and stature.Would there be other bands playing in other 
halis in the same building? We honestly didn't know! We booked in at the St. 
Albert Inn on arrival,had dinner,slept and rested for a time,then rambled 
about for a time in a Zellers store. 

They served a barbecue supper to everyone,including the Fiddlers,at the 
Red Barn.The cost was $9 per person,and you had oodles of everything on your 
plate.Certainly,no-one went away hungry! It was a beautiful big building, 
with plants galore inside to enhance the setting,and create an aura of 
peace and tranquility.At least, we couldn't hear our neighbor's conversation 
at the next table! 

The crowd was active and lively,and responded very well to our old time 


Fiddler music.The ladies had a difficult time selling records,though, 


because the lighting was so dim that they couldn't make out the numbers on 
the bills,and they didn't want to guess their change!After the dance, some 
people were taken in our bus to Bon Accord to some restaurant that wasn't 
open,anyway.It was back to St.Albert Inn,and off to bed.As official cashier, 
Olive counted money until all hours,and didn't get to bed until 3 A.M. 

We checked out of the motel at 10 A.M.,ostensibly to visit the West 
Edmonton Mall before leaving for Provost that afternoon.However, the men 
didn't feel it was expedient to turn the ladies loose in such a posh place - 
(haha!) - and the idea was dropped.The ladies settled for the ride to 
Provost,instead, and we reached the Greenhead Motel there in time for supper. 
Then,our bus driver drove us to to the Curling Rink where the dance was to 
be held.Imagine! Imagine,if you will,dancing on ice! Yuk! But, - that's 
what the people did - and actually seemed to enjoy themselves! 

Our bus pulled away from Greenhead Motel at 9:20 Sunday morning,and 
headed for Eston, a sort of halfway point to Swift Current.We ate dinner 
at the Prairie Palace Motor Hotel and took off again.Swift Current,home to 
many of us,was a welcome sight,indeed.For those of us who lived out of town, 


we still had a few hours' driving to do before reaching HOME. 


A dream come true! 
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Dancing in the school gym,Maidstone 
October 9,1985 


The Fiddlers at work in the Red Barn 


north of Edmonton 
October 11,1985 
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1986 Engagements and Committments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre - February 18,146 people present for 
Valentine party - Winnie donated 3 prizes - Larry Gould played March 11 - 
Mel Baynton played May 13 - Jam session afternoon November 11,supper at 
Eagles 

Practiced 8 times Record #8. 

Recording session album #8 -Studio West February 28. 

Picture taken Smart Studio February 2. 

Annual meeting November 2 - Eaqles. 

Christmas party December 10 -Eagles. 


Ed Jacobson,Kyle married April. 


In Town Engagements 
January 21 - Prairie Pioneer Lodge - entertained residents Dyouvelle 
Home ,Gravelbourg. 
January 24 - Horseshoe Lodge - Kiwanis Club - 9:30-12:30 P.M,small break. 
January 25 - Horseshoe Lodge - Clan and Tartan Club - dance. 
Febraury 14 - St.Michaels - dance - 8:30 - 11:30 P.M. - 8 players. 
March 13 - Curling rink - entertainment - 6:30 P.M. 
March 22 - Eagles - dance. 
April 29 -Civic Centre - Charity dance - assisted by Square Dancers -in 
aid of 'Home For the Handicapped'. 
May 31 - Co-op Parking Lot - Cool Fun Days - 3:30 -4:00; Eagles - Paul 
Bonneau - dance - evening. 
June 4 - Myrtle and Percy Shaw - 8:00 - 9:30 P.m. 
June 6 - Palliser Pavillion - Dental Convention - 6:30 - 9:00 P.M. 
June 7 —- CKSW - 30th Anniversary - entertainment. 


June 8 — Riverside Park - Western Days - rained out! 


July 12 - Morley Kolskag's Quonset - Antique Car Club - dance - Eileen MC. 


July 24 - Stockade - PC Social - 7:00 -8:00 P.M. - Grant Devine,speaker. 
August 2 - Trail Campground - 4:00-5:00,supper ,6:00-7:30,mosquitoes! 
August 9 - Eagles - Carl and Myrtle Bell - dance - 9:00 - 12:00 P.M. 
September 25 - Legion - Rotary Club - Fiddling Contest - dance. 
November 7 - Legion - Leroy and Bea Nelson's 45 wedding anniversary. 
November 29 -Sacred Meart Parish Hall - Andrew and Gertrude Thomas - 
25th wedding anniversary - dance. | 


December 11 - Legion - Senior Citizens Party - dance. 
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Out of Town Committments 


January 10 - Frontier - dance. 

February 5-9 - mini-tour,North Saskatchewan - separate. 

March 14 - Laporte - dance. 

March 21 - Aneroid - dance - Julie in hospital. 

April 4 - Delisle - dance. 

April 12 - Admiral - Marvin McCann's 45 wedding anniversary - Eileen MC. 
April 18 - Eastend - benefit dance - hospital. 

April 25 - Piapot - Legion - dance. | 
April 26 - Stewart Valley - dance. 

June 5 - North Star 4H - 8:30 - 11:30 P.M. 

June 16 - 21 - Alberta tour, separate. 

August 14 - Saskatoon - West Hall - our group became lost - Hilmer Holden 
drove from Buffalo Pound especially to play with the group. 

August 15 - H.M.C.S. Uganda,Saskatoon - Navy Reunion - Jack Bolianatz 
President - crowd seemed to enjoy music. 

september 19 - Kincaid - dance. 

October 4 - Maple Creek - dance. 
October 10 - Delisle - dance. 

October 18 - Morse - Curling Club - dance - Eileen MC. 

October 22 - Mortlach - dance. 

October 24 - Gull Lake - supper - program - dance. 


October 25 -Stewart Valley - Gary Argue - 50th wedding anniversary. 


November 1 - Frontier - supper at 6 - dance. 
November 14 - Laporte - dance. 
November 15 - Herbert - entertainment. 


November 22 - Climax - supper - Eileen asked to give impromptu speech 

about Fiddler organization - tire trouble - small emergency - home safely - 
Masonic Lodge,sponsor. 

November 25 - Stewart Valley - Book Club - dance - donation. 

December 5 - Tompkins - dance. 

December 29 - Taber- dance. 

December 30 - Lethbridge - dance - Pemmican Club - 100th anniversary. 


December 20 - Cabri - Harvey Peacock's 75th birthday - plaque from Fiddlers 


North Saskatchewan Mini-Tour,February 5 - 9,1986 


When you stop to think about it,a lot of work must be involved in 
arranging a tour.Otherwise,why are rooms always reserved at certain towns when 
we arrive?How does Lawrence know where we'll be playing next?Does anyone 
ever back out? Who contacts the charter bus service? Probably few of us are 
aware of the behind-the-scenes-work that goes into making our tours possible! 

Probably few of us gave much thought to such mundane matters that 
morning of February 5 when we boarded the bus and headed for Prince Albert. 
We stopped at Rosetown for a ‘pit stop' and a quick cup of coffee,then 
Myron Wright shifted the bus into high gear once again,and we rolled along 
until the Confederation Flag Inn at Saskatoon hove into sight.After dinner 
there,we proceeded to Prince Albert,and booked in at the Cornet Hotel. 

While we were enjoying a cup of coffee in the restaurant section,who should 
stroll in but Lang and Myrtle Shaw,who had come to chat with us awhile! 

Lang taught Shop in the Swift Current High School for many years.He 
took an active part in the Fiddlers until health problems interfered,retired, 
and ultimately moved with Myrtle to be near their family at Prince Albert. 

As part of our old fraternal brotherhood,it was great to see both of them 
again. 

This was our day for getting in and out,in and ovt of our bus.We were 
back in it at 4:30,bound for the Legion Hall at Smeaton and a lovely beef 
supper at 5:20.Then it was off to the Recreation Centre to play to a full 
house of dancing folks all evening.Record sales were $¢ 875 - not a bad 
night,at all! Of particular interest that night were some very talented 
dancers from Candle Lake.They could really ‘shake a leg', so to speak! 

After we'd eaten breakfast at the Cornet Hotel,Myron drove us to the 
Heritage Community Centre to entertain the handicapped.As we pushed through 
the doors that morning,we could hear voices raised in song,and marvelled 
at the ability which some of these people displayed.For example,one young 
lady,scarcely able to move about freely, sat down at the piano and played 
the most beautiful music,without benefit of sheet music or guidance.It just 
came natural to her, that was all. 

When it came time for us to leave,Julie discovered that her coat was 
missing,and no amount of frantic searching brought it. to Light.Finally,a 
kind-hearted lady offered to let Julie wear her own fur coat,instead! 

Someone recalled a certain lady as having been on the premises that afternoon, 
and phoned her dwelling.Sure enough! The elderly lady was home,with a coat 


that didn't belong to her! In very short order,an apologetic gentleman 


appeared at the centre,with Julie's coat draped over his arm. 

As if that hadn't been exciting enough,Myron thought he'd lost his wallet, 
but found it when he returned to his room at Prince Albert.Archie Smiley's 
violin seemed to have vanished from the face of the earth, and it was 
discovered in a garbage can.Why it was there is anybody's guess.All in all, 
though,it had been a great day for losing things! 

At Macdowall,we were served a chicken supper.We thought of Bob and 
wondered how he was faring.Chicken is not his specialty! The rest of us 
gorged ourselves until we could scarcely move about.That night - again - the 
dancing crowd was large and active.Our record sales zoomed - again.Tired,but 
exuberant, we returned to Saskatoon to spend the night in the Confederation 
Flag Inn.The staff there had thoughtfully made an urn of coffee for us, 
and left it waiting in the lobby for us. 

While some of us slept in next morning,other more energetic souls read 
or watched TV in their rooms.One or two did take off to visit friends or 
relatives in the city.We went to the Western Development Museum after 
having supper at the motel, and played for a dance.The crowd appeared small, 
and was not familiar with the pattern dances in which we take such pride. 
Record sales were average,and the take at the door satisfactory. 

Trouble with the air brakes on the bus prevented us from getting an early 
start next morning.Myron tried everything.Finally,at 10:20 A.M.,we left for 
Shellbrook,where we had soup and sandwiches at a senior citizens home.We could 
still feel the chill in the bus and literally shivered all the way from 
Saskatoon to Shellbrook,where we registered at the Shellbrook Motel. 

Following a short rest,we were off to Canwood for Supper .At the dance 
that evening,the place swarmed with enthusiastic youngsters! It was most 
gratifying to see that parents in the area shared their activities with the 
children.They all danced together - parents with their own kids,kids with 
someone else's grandparents - all in all, a very closeknit community where 
everyone participated.While it warmed our hearts to notice this,the weather 
(?) was still very cold and chilly when we went back to the motel to Sleep. 

Our last breakfast on the tour was at the Husky in Shellbrook Feb.9.We 
stopped at Rosetown for dinner,and arrived in Swift Current that afternoon. 


We'd sort out our thoughts later.Right then,home and rest looked inviting! 


A lively 76 year old step-dancer 


taps a steady beat in Smeaton. 


Even the children took part in Canwood! 


Relax - listen to the music of 
Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 
at the Heritage Centre,Prince 


Albert February 6,1986 


Dancing at the Western Development 
Museum February 7,1986 


1986 - the 


2nd Tour Into ALberta 


Where? Brooks,Rolling Hilis,Vulcan,Nanton,Calgary,Rimbey.Red Barn,Edmonton. 


Who participated? 


Ralph Biese Lawrence Schatkoski 


Ora Wetterstrand Lloyd and Eileen Holden 


Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude 
Dewayne and Eunice Leifson 
Agatha Hanline 
Harvey and Marj Peacock 
Dayton and Julie Hulbert 
Joyce and Rudy Aldag 

Yisitors: Keith and Phyllis Hanna,Ray 


Wes and Idabel Howes 

Bob Steinborn 

John Moffat 

Archie and Lavone Smiley 
Ingolf and Beth Dahl 
Agnes Oakman 


and Helen Hankins 


In Southern Alberta.folks danced, 


danced, 


the night away! 


Second Tour Into Alberta,1986 


We'd been taking June tours for six years,and now in 1986,tbe Fiddlers 
looked forward to a week's trip into sunny Alberta.Our old sound equipment 
was replaced by a second-hand sound system purchased from CKSW radio 
announcer ,Art Wallman,who had given up playing for dances.After serious 
consultation,it was agreed to substitute the three half-hour videos of 
‘Schoolhouse Dance' with a single 80 minute version that would include all 
of the material of the previous three.Due to our ages,everyone was aware of 
possible health problems,but decided to carry on without changing procedures 
established on previous tours. 

Members were encouraged to keep their eyes peeled for potential recruits 
into our organization,keeping in mind such factors as personality traits, 
drinking habits,and general attitudes.Bud McEwen,one-time accordionist 
with the Fiddlers,indicated an interest to play with them on an occasional 
basis,but,as his changing work cycle interfered with his going on tours,his 
request was temporarily dropped.As the need for another piano player was 
still apparent,Eunice Leifson volunteered to contact Joyce Aldag,formerly 
of Shaunavon and now of Swift Current,about the matter.Joyce and her husband 
Rudi were accepted as members January 17,1986. 

Discussion of hall acoustics,placement of speakers,playing time at 
dances and senior citizens' homes soon followed.Nothing could be done about 
the halls.Musicians simply had to make the best of it.Speakers could be 
adjusted.The old dance routines had been well accepted.Playing time would 
remain at three hours for dances,with programs at nursing homes to be worked 
out according to old arrangements. 

With these details worked out,we boarded the Southern Charterways bus at 
the Wheatland Mall June 16,ready to begin our Alberta tour,at last.Instrument 
cases ,sound equipment and records were stowed away under the bus,and the 
passengers clambered aboard.Accompanying us were Keith and Phyllis Hanna 
from Tompkins,and Ray and Helen Hankins from Cabri.We pulled away from Swift 
Current at 9:20 A.M. 

We stopped at the Oriental Cafe in Medicine Hat for dinner.*the staff was 
fast and cheerful,and our meal was soon finished.Then it was off to Brooks, 
where we booked in at the Tel Star motel.As usual,Lawrence and Eileen 
stepped out when the bus stopped,picked up the keys for all of our rooms 
and handed them to each of us before we left the bus.It saved time,and we were 


all registered as the Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers. 


Our next stop that day was Rolling Hills.Supper,hosted by the Rolling 
Hills Community Hall Club,was served on a long table reserved for us in 
front of the stage.The girls sold $966 worthof records at the dance,five 
videos were sold to customers in the hall,and one was.danated to the 
Rolling Hills Library.After the dance,we very much appreciated the fruit, 
bread and coffee we were given for lunch. 

There was the usual hilarity and chitchat in the hospitality room that 
night.Eileen, as was her custom, was doing ledger work in her room,and so 
did not appear.Someone noticed Lloyd taking a glass of orange juice with 
him when he left.No doubt Eileen enjoyed it. 

At 7:10 next morning our early risers,Bob Steinborn and Ralph Biese 
were probably the first ones to arrive at the restaurant Everyone including 
those who usually enjoyed sleeping in at home,had already eaten and were 
ready to leave for Vulcan by 9:30 A.M.Looking through the bus windows,some 
of us were struck by the really dry conditions along the way.We hadn't 
realized that Alberta,rich in so many ways,could have land that desolate! 
We checked in at the Cedar Vista Motel,and were then driven to the Peter 
Dawson Lodgeé,where we had dinner.At 2 P.M. some of the group returned to 
the Lodge to do an afternoon concert for the residents.During the performance 
somebody realized that the Hjermenrudes and the Holdens weren't there to 
participate. 

After conjecturing about their absence for a time,someone assumed the 
two couples had gone to a bar near the motel instead of playing.Not so! 
Lloyd and Cliff had bought three or four bottles of Shandy beer in a grocery 
store,and were relaxing with Olive and Eileen in their motel room.They were 
picked up,refreshed and sober,in time to enjoy an excellent supper prepared 
by the Knights of Columbus at the Catholic Church in Vulcan.After a brief 
period of relaxation at the motel,the Fiddlers played in the Hall from 9 
to 1.The group was tired.The hour was late.And,no-one bothered to go to the 
hospitality room that night. 

June 18 arrived.We had breakfast.Room keys were turned in at the desk. 
Bills were paid.We boarded the bus that morning and headed for the Ranch- 
land Inn at Nanton.There we were met by our contact person,Phil Heather. 
Then it was off to the Krystal Springs Dining Lounge where we were served 
dinner in the Honky Tonk Saloon. 

This time Eileen's group,comprised of Lloyd,Agnes,Cliff,Eunice and John, 


were taken to the Silver Willow Lodge to entertain the senior citizens there. 


Meanwhile,the equipment was set up in the Nanton Community Centre in 
preparation for the evening dance.That night, the girls sold $510 in records. 
For our convenience,we were advised to eat our lunch behind the curtains on 
the stage instead of lining up with the others on the floor when the dance 
ended.When we left the hall,we found the weather outside had turned cold 

and windy.However,the bus was warm,the trip to the motel was short,and the 
beds comfortable.We slept well. 


We wondered how the Lost Lemon Inn had derived its name when we had 


— — — 


breakfast there next morning.The staff,however,could provide no ready 
answer,and we let the matter ride.We were soon bussed to Calgary,where 
Lawrence had already made reservations at the Elbow River Inn.Then,it was 
keys to sort,luggage to carry and rooms to find,so we could freshen up a 
bit before being driven to the Rundale Lodge for a welcome dinner of beef 
stew,potatoes and cream pie.When we had relaxed for awhile in our rooms - 
some,of course,went window shopping! - we returned to the Rundale Lodge to 
provide an afternoon concert for the residents.We were relishing our lunch, 
and mixing with the people a bit,when,who should walk in through the 
Lodge doors but Ingolf and Beth Dahl from Maple Creek! 

Ingolf hadn't planned to be on this tour.Farming responsibilities 
had kept him at home,but it had rained,the work ground to a halt,and his 
loyalty to the group had done the rest.There was much rejoicing,and his 
welcome presence was greatly appreciated. 

Within a short time we were speeded away to the Victoria Community Park. 
Those who wished to have one were offered a bottle of beer,or hard liquor,if 
they preferred,by our hosts.Not too surpisingly,they were heard to say, 'Easy 
round' when they went to place their orders - which rather sums up the: 
drinking habits of our fiddling friends!Cabbage rolls made a welcome change 
in our menu,and we ate heartily.Our record sellers were boxed in a corner 
of the hall during the dance,but somehow managed to sell $800 worth of 
records.Julie and Dayton had travelled with a cousin of theirs for hours 
in a staunch effort to meet us in Calgary,They had managed that.And we were 
grateful.Certainly,we knew from experience that their presence at the dances 
would enhance the quality of the music! . 

We had breakfast in the Elbow River Inn,and prepared to leave for Rimbey 
June 20.When we had booked in at the Rimbey Motor Inn,suitcases,of course, 


were lugged in,fresh makeup applied to our ladies' faces,and uniforms 


checked.Then,we were ready to be escorted by our contact person,Don McFayden, | 


President of the Rimbey and District Cultural and Recreational Society,to 
Parkland Manor.Certainly we had never encountered warmer hospitality any- 
where!Those people couldn't do enough for us! The first thing we noticed, 

we were to eat at little round tables in the dining area.Secondly,we were 
asked to chose a table where we could meet,and visit with,their own people. 

It provided an excellent opportunity to get acquainted with our hosts as we 
enjoyed the beautifully cooked ham and scallopped potatoes they set before us. 

Later,Lawrence's group performed for the oldtimers there and Eileen's 
group was taken to the Rundale Lodge.When we met at the Rimbey Community 
Centre for supper that evening,John Moffat had been left behind at the Park- 
land Manor.Someone hurriedly took off to pick him up,and,smiling cheerfully 
and good-naturedly as always,he soon joined us. 

What a large and lively dancing crowd turned out that evening! The hail 
was packed with jovial people who knew how to do all of our pattern dances, 
and likely,several others that we didn't know! Our record sellers sold a top 
$1400 in records,the maximum they had ever sold anywhere.At lunchtime,Phyllis 
Hanna volunteered to look after record sales so our busy girls could enjoy 
a brief respite. 

We were delighted yet surprised when the McFaydens appeared next morning, 
prepared to take us to the Grand Hotel in Rimbey.Breakfast is the one meal 
in the day when we usually look after ourselves,but,this time,these good 
folks - or their organization - picked up the tab for all of us,making us 
feel that Rimbey must,indeed,have a close-knit community.As a matter of fact, - 
Don did say that they WANTED to be hospitable,but they also wanted us to come 
back.We promised him that we would try to do that if we ever travelled that 
Way again. 

St.Albert Inn in Edmonton was our next stop.Our rooms weren't ready when 
we arrived,so most of us wandered into the dining area to eat our noon lunch. 
Eileen and Lioyd's son and his wife were living in Edmonton at the time,and 
whipped over to visit 'Mom and Dad' briefly before we had to move on.Their 
young baby daughter Sheena Rae made quite a hit with us grandpas and grandmas. 
With time still on our hands,some of us watched 'soaps' on TV.During the 
afternoon,Verena Schatkoski arrived in Edmonton by air to attend that night's 
dance at the Red Barn. 


The Red Barn itself was very impressive.It was a huge place,and definitely 


constructed for entertainment of all kinds.It seemed we stood in line for ages, 


then walked a mile to where a barbecued supper was put on our plates.If 


someone next to us had a loud and strident voice,we couldn't tell,so hushed 


and subdued were the surroundings in the Red Barn fashioned. 

Back at the St.Albert Inn,we were shocked to meet Joyce and Rudy Aldag 
in the foyer.Whatever problem had prevented them from coming with us on the 
bus had been ironed out,and,on impulse,they'd taken off by car from Swift 
Current for Edmonton,hoping to share in the performance at the Red Barn. 
They'd shopped in the mammoth Edmonton Mall for an hour or two,and had had 
a marvellous time.Needless to say,it was wonderful to have an extra piano 
player. 

Never had we seen so many people at a Fiddler function! As they danced 
to the old time rhythms,there was not the slightest sense of crowding or 
pushing.The hall was acoustically perfect,and the management would have 
preferred us to use their sound equipment.However,it did not perform too 
well,and we finally used our own.During the evening,Eunice Leifson was 
trying to make some small adjustments to her program.In the dim light,Lloyd 
Holden could not differentiate between the small stage and the larger one 
below it.The carpet was dark and laid on both levels,and looked the same to 
him.In trying to get down,he stumbled,catching his foot in the rug.He fell, 
not too gracefully,and landed smack in poor Euncie's lap!Neither of them 
were hurt,and perhaps the others on the stage weren't even aware it had 
happened! 

The lights,we felt,were purposely low.Our record sellers were placed 
in a spot where shadows fell on everything,and to them,looked dark and 
strange.Imagine their chagrin,then,when they found it very difficult to see 
or dount money after record transactions all night long.It was almost imposs- 
ible to make change.A couple of customers who had ordered records through 
Eileen came up to the table to introduce themselves,and she could scarcely. 
make out their features.Still,it was an unforgettable experience,and we 
wouldn't have missed it for anything. 

The tour was almost over Sunday June 22 when we lifted our weary bones 
into the bus at 9:30 A.M. and departed from St.Albert Inn.It timed out we 
reached Provost at dinner time,so we stopped at the Horizon Motel to eat. 
Not being a big place,we had to enter in relays - sixteen of us could eat 
first,and the rest could eat later.Everyone accepted these conditions with 
marvellous good humor,and we still arrived in Swift Current by 6 o'clock 
that evening.Lloyd Holden and Keith Hanna were winners in the 'guess how many 
records we'll sell' contest,and split the prize money between them. 

It had been a wonderful tour,albeit everyone was pretty well exhausted. 
When the letters of appreciation and invitations to return began to arrive 
in the mail,though,we figured every late hour we'd spent,and every chord 


we'd played,the entire week in sunny Alberta had been worth it. 


Rimbey Community Hall,June 20,1986 
Eldon Macdonald and Julie Hulbert 


behind first couple,centre front. 


The Red Barn! 


Soft music! Dim lights! 
And the best dancing crowd ever! 


Saskatoon - West Hall,H.M.C.S. Uganda,Aug.14-16,1986 


When Lawrence mentioned playing for the Navy,no-one was sure what kind 
of engagement that entailed.Still,being the group that we are,we agreed to 
make the trip to Saskatoon,if we could play at another place so we wouldn't 
have to go home the same day.In the end, we were gone the best part of three 
days. 

We met at our usual place at the Wheatland Mall parking lot August 14. 
The bus was loaded.Everyone took their accustomed places on board, and we 
were off.We had our usual break for calls of necessity,and the quick cup of 
coffee,then proceeded to Confederation Flag Inn in Saskatoon,where we were 
warmly received and made to feel welcome. 

Lawrence asked for,and received,detailed instructions how to get to 
West Hall,where we were supposed to play that evening.He,along with Lloyd 
and Elileen,took off in his truck to locate the place.By going down one street, 
criss-crossing to another,and guessing his approximate distance all the way, 
he finally found the hall somewhere close to the river.Unfortunately,Harvey 
and Dewayne became quite entangled in the maze of strange streets,and tried 
several times to come out at the right spot.Their directions proved too 
vague for them,and both vehicles kept returning to the same corner.Just when 
Lawrence was beginning to wonder who would start the dance,in walked the 
jaded crew,still full of vigor,and ready to begin. 

It was a good night for dancing.The Senior Citizens enjoyed the night 
out,waltzing around the floor to good old time fiddling tunes,and even had 
enough zip left over to do a sprightly schottische,too! 

We had started to play when a dignified old gentleman entered the hall 
and looked around,obviously expecting to see someone he knew.Lloyd recognized 
his brother Hilmer from Buffalo Pound,and went to meet him.Eighty one year 
old Hilmer had brought his fiddle with him,intending to join the musicians 
that night,and did so by playing with gusto all night!Having lived at 
Saskatoon at some point in his career,he'd had no trouble at all finding the 
hall.We've been told since that he'd had such a ball playing with the Fiddlers 
that he couldn't get to sleep after he'd driven his van all the way back to 
Moose Jaw! Perhaps that is what is meant by a 'thrill of a lifetime' 
experience! 

August 15 was our night to play for the Navy.We still weren't sure where 
this might leadbut we played along for the fun of it.As we imagined that we'd 
have to play World War 11 tunes during the evening,Wes,Harvey,John,Jake,Ralph, 
Eunice,Dewayne,Lloyd,Dayton,Julie and Archie Wells met in the Banquet Room 


at Confederation Flag Inn for alast minute practice session .We managed 


to put together a program with Anchors Away,You Gotta Get Used To It,Lovely 
Bunch of Cocoanuts and Ships Ahoy,besides our regular numbers,as our 
contribution to the night's entertainment. 

About this time,Merv Ennhis,former member of the Fiddlers,and now a 
Killarney,Manitoba resident,appeared with HIS fiddle to play for the entire 
evening with his old buddies.He was in Saskatoon on a business trip,heard 
that we were in town,and took time to come down to see us all.It turned out, 
by the way,that past crew members of the H.M.C.S. Uganda were celebrating a 
full-scale reunion with their previous comrades at the H.M.C.S. Unicorn Base! 
Jack Boliantatz from Shaunavon,as official president,had looked after all 
Matters related to this auspicious occasion. 

Although the veterans seemed to prefer visiting to old time dancing, 
they did fill the floor for waltzes,fox trots,polkas and two steps,which 
they knew how to do.We were well received,and sent off with a hearty round 
of applause,which gave us a good feeling,as we were no-where near being 
a full orchestra. 

It was back to the Confederation Flag Inn,where we had a good rest before 


striking out for home the next morning.Most of us thought it had been a good 


trip,especially when we heard that the folks there had done a lot more dancing 


than they usually did at these functions! 


Taber - Lethbridge Mini -Tour,December 29 -31,1986 


What an unexpected honor fell upon us in late 1986!Word of our assoc- 
iation and the type of music we played had reached an organization in Leth- 
bridge,and now,they had invited us to play for their 100th birthday celeb- 
ration!We'd have to be on the road a few days between Christmas and New 
Years,just when families generally get together for their annual festivities. 
Besides, we'd be expected to play from 9:00 P.M. to 3:00 A.M.,with a couple 
of brief breaks in between.Were we interested? Well! The idea of being asked 
to entertain for such a prestigious undertaking was too great a challenge 
to turn down,and we accepted.We realized we'd be tired right out,but - what 
an experience we'd have! 

Lawrence set about immediately to locate a second place where we could 
play, as well.That is why we headed for Taber at 11 A.M. that December 29 
morning,with twenty five fiddlers and wives,plus Ray and Helen Hankins,on 
board our Southern Charterways bus.Eileen had a heavy flu,and was visiting 
the doctor's office as we left Swift Current.In her place,Olive agreed to 
handle the financial end of things on tour.Thus,it was Olive who paid the 
bills when we stopped at the Oriental Restaurant in Medicine Hat for dinner. 
When we reached Taber, we discovered: rooms were already reserved for us at 
the Heritage Inn.We unloaded our luggage,booked in,rested briefly,then took 
off for the Kinsmen Hall for supper.The stage in the hall was immense,and 
we were asked to hang our coats on racks behind it.Supper was delicious and 
much appreciated.We did our usual waiting around until the dancing began, 
then the ladies sold $765 in records. 

At Lethbridge we booked in at the El Rancho Motel to be near members of 
the Pemmican Club,our hosts of the evening.After having a bite to eat,most of 
us decided to relax while some of our robust lads set up our equipment for 
the dance in the Convention Room at El Rancho.We noticed, as we dined at the 
Pemmican Club that evening,that everyone wore name tags,making identification 
for everyone a simple matter.Our own ladies appeared chic and striking in 
their white skirts,red blouses and matching Christmas corsages.We were 
seated in groups of eight at tables in the dining area,and served beef,two 
vegetables and potatoes,followed by a generous portion of Black Forest cake 
for dessert.Very well satisfied,we waited briefly for word to begin the dance. 

Eunice had prepared the program along lines outlined by the Pemmican 
Club President,each dance allotted a certain time span,and so many dances 
within that schedule.The plan worked well,and,despite the original concern, 


the dance went smoothly. 


At midnight the orchestra played selected march music to accomodate the 
participants in the Grand March.To the steady beat of Anchors Away,Ship Ahoy 
and Tipperary,Pemmican Club dignitaries began by marching from the back of the 
hall,straight up the centre to:aspot near the stage,where one party turned 
right,the other left.Keeping up the tempo,they marched to the back of the 
hall once more,lined up in fours and repeated the same pattern as before. 
This time,the fours broke into two pairs,one still going left,and the other 
right,only now there were eight in a row marching up the centre of the hall. 
There was one more complete go-around,with sixteen people in a rank,and 
20 ranks altogether to complete the march.Imagine all those people - the 
dignitaries and their wives dressed in formal attire,some of the men in 
tails,others less formal,while most women wore long flowing gowns,some 
With old-fashioned bustles,no less.It was a sight never to be forgotten as 
the strains of 'Auld Lang Syne' ended that part of the program, and regular 
dancing resumed.Altogether,it had taken three quarters of an hour to complete 
the entire march - and it's hard to remember how many times we repeated 
those three tunes over and over.Fortunately,we used a deliberate chord change 
in one of them,or we'd certainly have messed up. 

The dance continued until 3:00 A.M.,and the girls sold a total of $1029 
in records throughout the evening.We simply toddled off to bed when the 
time came,and went directly to sleep.It's a good thing we didn't have far 
to go! We even forgot,temporarily,that a video had been taken of the entire 
evening's performance.Today,we have one in our archives and treasure it 
greatly. 

At breakfast next morning,we were shocked to read the account of the 
Swift Current Broncos Hockey bus roll-over near Swift Current.Four good 
athletes lost their lives,and several others were injured.Icy road conditions 
caused this tragedy,and the needless loss of young lives remained with us 
all day. 

When Olive went to pay the bills,she encountered a situation which we'd 
never run into anywhere in our travels!The management at El Rancho simply 
refused to accept our out-of-province cheque,and that was that!As this was 
the first time one of our cheques had been refused,we had no recourse but 
to depend on Lawrence's Visa card to pay the shot.Thanks to him,we left in 
good spirits.We could understand the general trend to distrust everyone, 
and with good reason,most of the time! But,us! We pay our bills! It's folks — 


who break the rules that give the public such a bad name! 


We boarded our bus and set off for home at 9:00 A.M. next morning.We 
dropped the Smileys,Dahis and Agatha off at the 21 Cafe at Maple Creek,and 
arrived in Swift Current at 2:00 P.M. that afternoon.The New Year came in 
quietly for most of us - except for somebody's granddaughter who wanted to 
hoot and holler and make lots of noise when her grandparents wanted to 
Sleep! 

All in all,though,it had been a really thrilling experience - and would 


be one we'd remember as being one of the highlights of our fiddler days! 


The Pemmican Club 


Certainly one of the highlights 


of our Fiddler experience! 
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1987 Engagements and Committments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre socials. 

No record in 1987. Practiced Parish Hall - Civic Centre - for special 
events - Western Development Museum,Perdue,Kimberley,#8 record ,1988. 
November 9 - picture taken for #8 record - Research Station. 

November 1 - annual meeting - Eagles Lodge. 

December 3 —- Christmas party -Eagles Lodge. 

December 8 - George Imrie Funeral. 


4 cancellations made throughout the year. 


In Town Engagements 


January 30 - Eagles - dance - arranged by Wes Howes. 

February 12 - Wheatland Mall -—- Save the Children Fund - 3:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
March 11 - Curling Club -Stockade - entertainment. 

May 23 - Esquire Convention Centre - special event,'Milestone Celebration', 
guest speaker,Norma Wallace,New Horizons - presentation of $15,000 to 


Swift Current Union Hospital - door prizes: 2,$25 meal tickets,dinner 

for 2,Esquire Convention Centre,won by Jim Weston,Florence Folke;2,$25 
vouchers, Pioneer Co-op.city - won by Albert Morey and Arnold Zabel; 

May 'n' Elinors,city - won by Margaret Noble;Tangens Mens Wear,city - won 


by Phyllis Hanna; 1 video,Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers,won by Lenore 


Spady. 

June 7 - Swift Current - Western Days -Credit Union - entertainment. 

June 12 - Horseshoe Lodge - free dinner,12:00 noon,played 15 or 20 minutes. 
June 27 -Wheatland Mall -Pioneer Co-op Mall Days - 10:00 - 12:00 A.M. 
August 19 - Assembly Hall - Kiwanis - corn feed - entertainment. 

september 17 - Esquire Convention Centre - Cancer Society - supper. 


September 24 - Swift Current Mall - Zellers Promotion - played in Mall 


entrance - had coffee at Petro Can. 


-October 1 - Legion Hall - Rotary Club - Fiddling Contest - dance. 


October 9 - Eagles Hall -- Jack Clark's 50th wedding anniversary - dance. 
October 10 - Eagles - dance -Wes and Idabel Howes anniversary. 

December 2 - Wheatland Mall - Kiwanis Party - 10-11;2-3 o'clock. 

December 7 - South West Ability Centre - Presbyterian Church -entertainment 


Senior Citizens Activity Centre party - Legion - dance. 


Out of Town Committments 


1. January 16 - Ponteix - Glenvern Hall - played the Manor - St.Josephs Home. 


supper at Marie Carlson's - dance. 

January 24 - Cabri - Ad and Jean Stephenson's anniversary - program - dance 
January 31 - Success - dance. 

February 13 - Saskatoon -Western:Development Museum -8 to 12. 

February 14 - Perdue - dance. 

March 31 - Rosetown - dance. 

March 27 - Aneroid - dance. 

April 13 - Cantuar - dance. 

April 10 -Willowbunch - dance. 

April 24 - King George Hall - Dinsmore - dance. 

May 9 - - Climax - Masonic Ladies night - dance. 

May 16 - Palmer - Jean and Archie Dreger's anniversary- booze in abundance. 
-June 3 - Cabri - Marj Peacock's 75th birthday - presented a plaque. 

June 26 - Eastend - Dino Days - afternoon 4:00 - 6:00 P.M. 

July 4 - Rush Lake - dance. 

July 6 - July 12 - Alberta tour,separate. 

July 25- Ponteix - Julie and Dayton's 40th wedding anniversary,supper,dance. 
August 14 - Eastend - George and Ada Forsyth's 50th wedding anniversary. 
september 26 —- Kyle - Moore anniversary - dance. 

October 16 - Delisle - dance. | 


October 23 - Gull Lake - Senior Citizens annual ball - supper at 6 - 


meeting - program - dance - Leroy Nelson passed away. 
October 30 -Frontier - John: and Anna’ Iverson's 40th.wedding anniversary. 
November 7.- Frontier’ -Alcoholics Anonymous - dance. 


November 13 - Pontiex - Glenvern - 4H Christmas party - dance. 


November 14 - Prelate - supper,6:00 P.M. - Nick Fieger anniversary - dance. 


November 20 - Laporte - had bar - played 8 to 12 - 


November 27 -Mankota - Saskatchewan Allied Arts Council - history of 


dances narrated by Lawrence,shared by dancers accompanying fiddlers, 


followed by dance to terminate evening. 


Milestone Celebration May 23,1987 
Norma Wallace,New Horizons,Regina, 


presenting plaque to Fiddlers. 


Milestone Celebration May 23,1987 
Celebrating a total of $100,000 being 
donated to charitable causes.Shown above 
Boyd Smith,Kay Blydo and Gordon Allsen, 
accepting $15,000 for a microbiology 


system at the Swift Current Union Hospital. 


Decorations,made and arranged by Julie Hulbert 
and a good friend Betty Finell. 


Lunch Time! May 23,1987 


The grande finale to a memorable evening 


November 20,1987 
The Fiddlers played at Laporte. 


November 23,1987. 
A few Fiddlers played at the Esquire 


Convention Centre.Department of Indian 


Affairs,special speaker, King Trapper. 


Saskatoon - Perdue Mini-Tour,Febraury 13 -14,1987 


There was the usual hustle and bustle in the Wheatland Mall parking lot 
that morning of February 13.Del Allison,our driver,was very much in evidence 
as he helped arrange luggage and instruments into compartments under the bus. 
Lawrence's truck was standing nearby,with records,cassettes,hats and videos 
waiting to be packed away.Lawrence made certain that everyone who intended to 
go was aboard,and we left Swift Current at 1:00 P.M. 

On arrival at Saskatoon,we booked in at the Confederation Flag Inn,and 
enjoyed a leisurely supper before going to the Western Development Museum 
to play.The orchestra discovered that the stage had been moved to a different 
location in the hall,and that their music seemed to sound better that evening. 
Despite many of the Lions' uniforms that were onmany of the patrons ,there was 
still a good dancing crowd,besides,and they all seemed to have a good time. 
Record sales came to $417. 

Most of us ate a rather late breakfast next morning.About 11 o'clock, 
the last of our group ambled into the restaurant and ordered from the menu. | 
A short while later,most of us gave up our rooms.Lawrence arranged for two 
rooms to be available during the afternoon,and we took out luggage there 
to wait for the bus trip to Perdue at 4:45 P.M. 

Lawrence called everyone to attention that afternoon to discuss a major 
event he had been contemplating.As the Fiddlers' donations to charities now 
totalled the staggering sum of $100,000,how did members feel about a Mile- 
stone Celebration at the Esquire Convention Centre,Swift Current,about May 23? 
It was agreed that 350 tickets should be ordered and that the Fiddlers 
themselves would play for the dance.Later,it became a noisy topic of 
conversation on the bus. 

A lady from Harris provided a beef stew supper for us at Perdue.To 
begin with,the hall seemed chilly,but it warmed up when an enthusiastic 
crowd showed up to dance.The ladies reported about $100 in sales,which we 
took to mean that we'd likely done quite well in that locality on previous 
occasions! 

The dance ended.Del revved the motor on the bus.We trudged wearily aboard. 
Del hit the road,and kept a steady pace all the way to Swift Current.Most 
of us snoozed.Someone at the back chattered all the way home.We arrived at 
3:00 in the morning,disembarked in a sleep-filled haze,and took off for home. 


Another tour was over. 


Lawrence,relaxing 
at 
Perdue,Sask. 
February 14,1987 


February 13,1987 

Dancing in progress 

Western Development 

Museum,Saskatoon, 
sask. 


The band on stage - 
Front:Eunice Leifson 
2nd row,1l.to r. John 
Moffat,Harvey Peacock. 


Archie Smiley,Ralph 


Biese,Dayton Hulbert. 


3rd row,1l.to r.Archie 
Wells,Ingolf Dahl 
Behind piano -Lawrence 


Schatkoski 


At piano,Joyce Aldag 


Alberta - British Columbia Tour ,1987 


Something new was in the air! We'd toured Saskatchewan.We'd enjoyed four 
tours into Manitoba.We'd been twice into Alberta.Now we were being asked to 
Kimberley,B.C. for “the first time,and to Alberta for the third time.The 
Kimberley British Columbia Accordion Festival executive had extended an 
invitation for us to play at their wind-up dance,and were willing to pay 
for the engagement .Naturally,everyone was in favor of this unprecedented 
honor. 

Arrangements for a six day tour,beginning at some point in Alberta,and 
ending at Kimberley July 11,were left in the capable hands of our tour 
leader,Lawrence Schatkoski.The matter of selecting new jackets for the 
members was left to the discretion of Wes Howes and Dewayne Leifson,who 
eventually ordered navy jackets with white collars and white on the sleeves. 
Unfortunately,the length turned out wrong for some of the men,and the jackets 
were returned for remodelling.Two men's jackets had not been delivered and 
were shipped separately.Olive Hjermenrude,Julie Hulbert and Beth Dahl 
purchased white material with navy figures in it to be sewn into dresses of 
the ladies'own pattern choice.Surprisingly enough,with good seamstresses in 
the group and a bit of outside assistance,these garments were ready and in 
their suitcases when we left for Alberta. 

To start with,response pertaining to the July tour into Calgary was 
extremely slow.Lawrence was unable to maintain regular contact with the 
Legion co-ordinator there,and all plans were subsequently cancelled in that 
area.The tour proceeded along different channels altogether. 

The morning of July 6 was sunny and bright when the Swift Current Old 
Time Fiddlers boarded the Southern Charterways bus at the Wheatland Mall. 
Del Allison,our driver,aimed it toward Medicine Hat,and we settled into our 
seats.As the bus hummed along the Trans-Canada highway,it was interesting to 
observe what the others were doing.Joyce looked across the aisle to see the 
Leifsons,already relaxed,with eyes closed,and Dewayne with a toothpick 
hanging from his mouth.Up front,Lawrence was holding an animated discussion 
with the bus driver.Archie Smiley, seated near the rear of the bus,was keeping 
everyone entertained with his lively wit and humorous jokes.Ever the 
farmer,Archie Wells was discussing the problems of agriculture with the 
odd passenger. 

Our first stop was Medicine Hat.There we enjoyed a smorgaasboard dinner 


at the Oriental Restaurant before speeding on to Brooks,where rooms were 


reserved for us.With time to spare,the Hjermenrudes spent a pleasant half 


hour inside # cafe,savoring their coffee and the opportunity to relax with 
the Smileys and the Howes.That afternoon, we were driven to Rolling Hills. 
A delicious chicken supper was served to us on a long table reserved in 
front of the stage.(I wonder how many were aware they had eaten at this long 
table before?) While the orchestra played for a crowd of three hundred 
that night,the Bayntons and the Baxters from Swift Current made their 
presence known, and were welcomed by the group.Joyce and Rudy Aldag were 
pleasantly surprised to meet an old family friend,Gale DeGraw,formerly 

from Shaunavon and Orkney,but living in Lethbridge at the time. 

As we left for the motel in Brooks at 1 A.M. that morning,the record girls 
wearily answered,'$600' when someone asked about their record sales.Archie 
Wells bumped his bald head on the luggage shelf,muttered to himself,and sank 
into his seat,only to liven up when the bus began to roll.The lights inside 
the bus were turned off,and some of us,despite the chatter about us,dozed 
in our seats.It had been a long day,and everyone seemed ready to retire. 

We booked in at the Ranchland Inn,Nanton July 7.After dinner at the 
Silver Willow Lodge,Eileen's group entertained the residents there,and tea, 
coffee and sweets were served again before they left That evening,dressed 
in their new pink shirts and blouses,the Fiddlers were served supper in the 
Texaco Restaurant,with Nanton Legion #80 picking up the tab.While the men set 
up equipment in Memorial Hall,the women relaxed at the motel until the bus 
came to pick them up later.It was a long dance,continuing from 8 to 12,but 
everyone seemed to enjoy the music,the orchestra responded,and the time 
seemed to fly.It was Julie and Daytons's wedding anniversary that day as well, 
so good wishes and congratulations were handed out along the way.All went well 

It was off to Lost Lemon Inn for breakfast the morning of July 8,then away 
we sped to Vulcan.When we'd been booked in at the Cedar Vista Motel,we were 
taken to the Peter Dawson Lodge for dinner,where we ate in groups of four 
around small tables in the dining area.Eileen's group was conveyed to a 
nursing home to perform that afternoon.During the concert,someone in the 
orchestra became confused,and the music dragged slowly to a halt.Eileen 
assured the patients that the lull was simply the Fiddlers taking ‘the pause 
that refreshes',and the band continued to play. 

Meanwhile,Lawrence's group was entertaining the residents at the Peter 
Dawson Lodge.When suppertime drew near,Del arrived at the motel,drove us to 
the Lady of the Assumption Church in town, and we dined royally.Members of 


the orchestra helped Lawrence set up their equipment in the Vulcan Community 
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Hall,where the dance was to be held that evening.Olive met a lady with strong 
political views,and could hardly tear herself from the good dame.Ivar Ivar- 
son was our contact person on this occasion,and certainly did everything to 
make us comfortable. 

The dance was a success,both music-wise and record -wise.The crowd on the 
floor was lively, and we solid $400 in records.During the dance,Eileen's right 
arm developed a muscular spasm and ached so badly she finally had to ask 
Olive to take over in her place.After a couple of hours of intense pain,her 
arm turned warm,the swelling subsided,and she began to feel much better.She 
did say next morning that her sleep had been far from relaxed,and that she 
had even contemplated making an emergency trip back to Swift Current.However, 
she recovered enough to risk going on to Lethbridge and other points of our 
tour.After three hours of continuous playing,we ate our lunch on stage,returned 
to our motel and went to bed. 

We hoped to freshen up before having dinner in Lethbridge next day.How- 
ever,the rooms were not ready at Hotel Magic and we had to share whatever 
facilities we had in the rooms that were available.After we'd been bussed to 
the Lethbridge Senior Citizens Centre for dinner,we entertained the senior 
citizens there for about an hour and a half,and sold $346 in records that 
afternoon.While we were there,Les Handley from Coaldale,Alberta asked pur’: 
executive to call a meeting,in some motel room with his own executive members, 
to determine what we would be willing to do about a return engagement to the 
Pemmican Club dance in December,1987.After considerable discussion that after- 
noon,the Fiddlers regretfully declined the offer to return to Lethbridge. 

That night we played in the 4H Hall for three hours.It was a large,air- 
conditioned gymnasium with brown and orange decorations on the walls and 
bleacher type seats along the walls.When the dance began,Eunice Leifson found 
it necessary to change her entire three hour program to a four hour schedule 
within a ten-minute period.Talk about efficiency! Lunch was served to the 
dancers at 10:30,but we had ours at the end of the dance.We bid good-bye to 
our new-found friends and streamed outside to board the bus. 

It was idling,and spewing fumes of diesel fuel around the bus,inside the 
bus,and generally creating an unpleasant situation for a couple of our people. 
It was raining buckets,and these fumes just seemed to hang in the air.In no 
time at al1l,Olive Hjermenrude and Lloyd Holden were having chest problems. 
Lloyd actually turned sick and could scarcely wait to reach his room.Once the 


bus stopped in the motel courtyard,he took off and was seen no more that night. 
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As we anticipated a long bus ride the morning of July 10,we were up at | 
6:30 A.M.,and were prepared to leave Lethbridge by 8 A.M. To keep things on | 
an even keel,we stopped at Humpty's Egg Place in Lethbridge for breakfast, 
anyway,as the day stretched long before us,and we felt the need of nourishment. 
No-one had cereal or toast that morning;after all,it was an ‘egg place'. 

We left Lethbridge and began our journey to Kimberley.The scenery was 
breathtaking,with the mountains pressing in on all sides and tall ever- 
greens growing profusely under the most unlikely conditions.At one point, 
some of us were fortunate enough to observe mountain goats in their natural 
element,and marvelled at their grace and beauty.The prairies were left 
behind as we pushed further into the mountains. 

We reached Rhinecastle Inn fairly early in the afternoon,and were booked 
into rooms on the second floor.There were no elevators, so,there we were, 
toting our luggage and musical instruments up two long flights of stairs 
to our rooms.We thought we'd all have a room per couple,but Joyce Aldag 
found herself without a room at all at the last moment.Fortunately,Eunice 
and Dewayne Leifson generously offered the extra bed in their room to her,and 
saved the day. 

The Holdens and the Hjermenrudes walked to McKim School to watch the 13th 
International Accordion Championships in progress.There they found most of 
the Fiddlers already assembled,and remained until the program had continued 
well into the afternoon.As the contest finals were to be carried out the 
following afternoon and evening,there was nothing to do but wait.Lloyd,Cliff, 
Olive and Eileen returned to the hotel on foot. 

After supper at the Rhinecastle Inn,someone suggested they call a cab 
to get back to McKim School.A cab was called.It arrived.At the same time,our 
bus showed up to take passengers to the school.Those who had called the cab 
took it.The rest took the bus.It was quite a schmozzle, as no-one knew what 
they should or should not do. 

That night,a 'pick-up'band from Swift Current comprised of Lloyd Holden, 
Cliff Hjermenrude,Eunice and Dewayne Leifson competed in the band portion of 
the contest.They each received a certificate of merit for their effort.In the 
‘Golden Age' level,Ingolif Dahl nabbed fourth place,and we were all pleased 
with his achievement. He'd won trophies there before,and we were all pulling 
for him.That evening Lawrence ordered pizza.A few were invited to help share 
it along with some cold drinks,and to discuss the events of the evening. 


Dewayne retired.Joyce and Eunice were preparing for bed,and realized 


that that they had each come well prepared with emergency medication.They 
began comparing the therapeutic benefits of their pills.One thing led to 
another,and soon they were shouting with laughter.This,of course,woke 

Dewayne,who soon joined in the merriment.They obviously had a great time. 

We'd all been waiting for the Saturday night dance at Kimberley.In this 
‘Bavarian City of the Rockies' we took time next forenoon to stroll the 
quaint streets and to browse through the little shops.Accordionists were 
entertaining in the Plaza in the uptown section,and several people were 
already dancing and tapping their toes when we arrived.Others were enjoying 
breakfast in the mountain air.Still others had gone shopping.Olive and 
Eileen each bought a souvenir hat. 

As the accordion play-offs were to begin at 1 P.M., we took the bus to 
McKim School to watch the proceedings.We're not sure how the others returned 
to the hotel,but when no-one picked up Lioyd Holden and his friends,one of 
the judges in the competitions very kindly provided a ride back for them all. 
No-one minded the cramped quarters as the ride was much appreciated.Ingolf 
walked and Lloyd took both accordions with him. 

There was only time for a quick supper,then it was off to the arena again, 
to watch the final play-offs.After things were finalized,we played to a 
Capacity crowd of over 1300 people.With such a crowd,we musicians had to watch 
ourselves very carefully to avoid making mistakes.We kept a Steady pace, 
and the night grew long,indeed.The girls sold $900 in records that night. 

To give them a chance to watch the play-offs,the Hankins and the Hannas 
sold records in their place for some time. 

On the 12th we boarded the bus early and struck out for Lethbridge.We had 
dinner at the El Rancho Motel,then it was on the road again,homeward bound 
this time.While on this last stretch of our tour,Lawrence entertained some of 
us within hearing distance by telling us of his first experience eating 'lute- 
fisk'.He was most graphic,and the rest of us found it hilarious.Apparently, 
he hadn't thought it was so funny at the time.Still,he'd grown to accept it 
as food over the years,and even had a few pounds stashed in the bottom of 
the bus for later consumption at home! Before getting off the bus,he kindly 
reminded us to get out our prunes when we reached home! 

The entire trip had been enjoyable.Busy,yes,but rewarding,surely,when you 
think of the amount of pleasures we had given so many people.The weather had 
been very co-operative,so,all in all,one could say the Kimberley tour had 


been another successful venture. 


Kimberley,B.C. 
Julyfest - all the contestants at the 
13th Annual International Old Time Accordion 


Championships at the Civic Centre for the 


playoffs. 


July 10,1987 


The Swift Current Dance Band -Cliff Hjermenrude, 


Eunice and Dewayne Leifson and Lloyd Holden - 


compete at McKim Auditorium,Kimberley,B.C. 


1988 Engagements and Committments 


Played 10 times Civic Centre. 
November 6 - Annual meeting -Eagles Lodge. 
December 11 - Christmas party - Eagles - supper,program,dance. 


Four cancellations throughout year. 
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Practiced several times for record # 9 - 'On The Road Again'. 


In Town Engagements 


January 16 - Legion - Archie Wells wedding dance - Eileen MC'd. 
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January 23 - Esquire Convention Centre — Robbie Burns Night. 
February 11 - Wheatland Mall - Save the Children - 3:00 P.M. 
February 26 - Eagles - Box Social - small crowd. 

March 3 - Curling Rink - 7:00 P.M. 


March 28 - Legion - 50th anniversary -Cancer society - 1:30 - 4:00 P.M. 
May 26 - Fairgrounds - 6:00 -6:30 - west side of the grandstand - 
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Legion - Saskatchewan Games dance competition - dance followed. 


- May 28 - Eagles - Albert Howlett anniversary - 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. 


CO 


May 31 - Fort Saskatchewan Pioneer singers - Civic Centre - supper, 
singing program ,7:30 - 9:00 P.M., dancing to Fiddler music 9:00 -10:30 PM. 
10. June 5 - Western Days - 1:00 - 1:30 P.M. - Riverside Park. 
1.2 June: 25° = Legion —- Rene Ginet Anniversary - 8:00 -10:30 P.M. 
12. July 22 - Eagles - Albert Wornath anniversary - 8:00 - 10:30 P.M. 
13. September 20 - Golden West Manor - entertainment - donation for plano. 
14. September 25 - Welcome Wagon - Horseshoe Lodge - 7:00 P.M. 
15. September 29 - Legion - Rotary Club - Fiddling Contest - dance. 
16. October 3 - St.Josephs School - concert - 1:00 - bs 15. PMs 


17. October 8 - Bill Senicar anniversary - Parish Hall -Lawrence ) aoaupie 
- Erland Norheim anniversary - Eagles - Eileen ) booking 
18. November 11 - Legion - Remembrance Day dance. 


19. November 13 - Reimer anniversary - Horseshoe Lodge - entertainment. 


20. December 5 - St.Andrews Church - Home For the Handicapped - 6:30 supper- 
dance. 


21. December 11 - St.Michaels Church -‘Christmas party - entertainment. 
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Out of Town Committments 


February 4 - - February 7 - Macdowall - Manhattan Ballroom - recording #9 
- separate. 

Febraury 10 - Cabri - program and dance - Eileen MC'd - benefit dance - 
good turnout - same as Mankota program,dancers included. 

March 18 - Willowbunch - dance. 

March 25 - Aneroid - dance. 

April 15 - 17 - Airdrie - Delacour mini -tour - separate. 

April 22 - King George Hall - Dinsmore - dance. 

June 6 - 12 - Manitoba tour - separate. 

July 2 - Moose Jaw - St.Josephs Parish Hall - Mike Leck family wedding. 


July 30 - Stewart Valley - Jessie and Ash Thistlethwaite anniversary -dance 


October 28 - Gull Lake - Gull Lake Oldtimers - supper and dance. 


October 29 - Cabri - Tima Knutson anniversary - dance. 

November 4 - Laporte -—- Eileen MC'd - her 45 wedding anniversary. 
November 12 - Ponteix - Glenvern Hall -dance. 

November 24 - White Bear - dance. 

November 26 - Watrous - concert(same as Mankota) - and dance. 
December 3 - Cantuar - Stan and Ruth Gould anniversary - dance. 
December 9 


- Piapot - dance. 


~ 


Swift Current Fiddlers and dancers — 
perform in Watrous,program and 
dance,November 26,1988 


Pioneer Singers,Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta,guests of the Fiddlers, 
contribute song and dance routine 


Civic Centre,Swift Current. 


‘Tce! Ice for sale!' 


Ice man providing cool refresh- 
ments during break.Pioneer Singers 


performance,Civic Centre,May 31,1988. 


Competitors for Senior Dance Competition 
at Legion Hall,May 26,1988. Fiddlers 


played for evening dance. 


Playing for Archie and Mary Wells' wedding 


dance January 16,1988. 


Bob Steinborn,in 'The Recording Artists' 
puts his 'all' into getting an A-1 
performance from the band,Dec.8 


Christmas party,1988! 
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Eileen Holden and Ross Lee sharing a lull 
in the dance at Delacour,Alberta,April 
17,1988. 


Macdowall - Manhattan Ballroom,Recording #9,Feh.4-7,1988 


Our main objective in February,1988 was to record 'On The Road Again' 
in Saskatoon,let our editing committee do its work one day,and return home 
the next.That had been our routine for previous recordings,and it seem6éd 
logical to follow the same procedure for this one. 

However, a phone call or two to Lawrence sometime before the recording 
day changed all that.Ultimately,he agreed to play at Macdowall two nights 
before,and the Manhattan Ballroom at Saskatoon the night before we were to 
do our recording at the studio.It would call for late hours and a heavy 
schedule two days prior to the session at Studio West,but we gamely accepted 
his suggestions and hoped to do our best. 

Because Lawrence was still recovering from a rather severe heart attack 
the latter part of January,he asked Eileen to replace him as M,C.,and he 
would remain at home for this entire trip.When we couldn't get our regular 
Southern Charterways bus,Cliff Hjermenrude arranged for a 15 person ‘Rent - 
A - Wreck'van to take us to Saskatoon,and on to Macdowall February 4.Due to 
limited space in the van,Ralph loaded his own truck with the luggage and 
chairs borrowed for the recording and struck out for Saskatoon,as well. 
Lawrence's truck,with all the musical equipment stowed in the back,was 
driven by Dewayne.We made quite a caravan at 9:45 that morning as we left 
the Wheatland Mall and headed north on #4. 

We ate dinner at the Brass Hood Restaurant in Rosetown,then proceeded 
to Relax Inn instead of the Confederation Flag Inn in Saskatoon.Wes and 
Cliff went to look for a part for Idabel's guitar.At 4 P.M. our bus pulled 
out for Macdowall,where supper was served to us at 6 P.M. Then we waited in 
the hall until it was time to begin dancing.When we arrived back at Relax 
Inn, Cliff and Olive's daughter Karen had bought two dozen beer for her 
father's birthday.No-one became intoxicated,but the fellows quenched their 
thirst in the hospitality room until,one by one,they drifted away,with 
everyone finally retired by 2 o'clock.We're not sure about Eileen,who'd 
M.C.'d all night,then likely stayed up until all hours balancing her 


accounts!Anyway,she wasn't at the hospitality room. 


We had breakfast at Brady's Restaurant in the Relax Inn, a couple arriving 
¢ 


another leaving at random,having eaten toast or whatever suited their fancy. 
An arrangement was soon made with the management,allowing the musicians to 
practice at 1:00 P.M. in their banquet room.Later,Dewayne,Wes and Cliff 
took off in Lawrence's truck to set up the equipment in the Manhattan Ball- 
room.After supper we went in the van,with Cliff driving and his son Brian 


accompanying us,to give him explicit instructions how to get there! 


We enjoyed playing for the crowd there that night.They put their hearts 
into dancing,which encouraged us musicians to play our very best.For years, 
Olive had wanted to visit the Manhattan Ballroom,but had to wait until she 
was 66 years of age before doing so!It was quite a memorable experience 
for her. 

When the dance was over,Joyce had the misfortune to trip on the stage, 
spraining her ankle and pulling the muscles in her shoulder.Fortunately,a 
registered nurse who was still in the hall came to administer whatever help 
she could.With some difficulty,Joyce was carried between two strong men to 
Dewayne's truck and rushed to University Hospital to be examined.It took 
ages to get any kind of attention,and she was finally put on a cot to rest 
in a hospital corridor. 

We had to be on our way at-7:00 A.M. next morning to prepare for our 
recording at Studio West.After what seemed like a slow,agonizingly long 
time,the staff had everything in readiness,and began to record.Bob was our 
director,and performed steadily in that capacity all day.On top of that, 
the electronic devices and sound equipment were so varied and technical 
that it was hard to understand the recording industry very well.It was 
certainly too complicated for us! 

When dinner rolled around,Lavone,Olive and Eileen prepared soup and 
open faced buns for the hungry artists.They ate their simple fare in the 
lounge area next to the kitchen,and returned to work.Lavone began timing 
the recordings after dinner,keeping her busy most of the afternoon.As he 
was definitely lacking in sleep,it came as no surprise to hear that Dewayne 


had actually fallen asleep while playing his guitar. | 


During the afternoon,Eileen was summoned to the phone in the office.There, 
she soon discovered that Joyce was being transported to the Swift Current 
Union Hospital by ambulance,and would she, as her roommate,please look 


after the clothes she'd left in the motel room?That,of course,presented no 


problem. 

We had supper at the motel.Some of us entertained our families in our 
rooms.Eileen phoned Lioyd,who told her that that his sister's husband Dave 
had died in Vancouver.He'd been failing for some time. 

Most of us were up at 7:30 A,M., and ready to leave the motel by 9:00. 
Eunice,Dewayne and ingolf returned to Studio West to 'mix' the record,while 
Ralph,in his truck,and the rest of us in the rented van,headed home.Brass 
Hood was closed when we reached Rosetown,so we continued on our way without 
a coffee break.Some of the Fiddlers went up to see joyce at the hospital 
before they left for home.She was still in pain,and trying to be cheerful, 


even if she felt badiy 2Pout not being on the new record,after all! | 


Had supper at Macdowall - played 


for supper there that evening! 
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February 5 - Manhattan Ballroom 


in Saskatoon. Great dance! Great 


hospitality! Joyce hurt herself 


in accident here. 


February 7 - technician adjusts the 
equipment.Elvy Mickelson,Ingolf Dahl 
'30b Steinborn and Eunice Leifson 


have the last say! 
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Elvy Mickelson,Ingolf Dahl, 


Bob Steinborn and Eunice Leifson 
mixed record #9 at Studio West 
saskatoon 


Airdrie - Delacour Mini-Tour,April 15 - 17,1988 


Airdrie,Alberta businessman,Lorne Hart made several phone calls to our 
secretary in early 1988,until,finally,an Airdrie,Delacour mini-tour was 
planned for the middle of April.We left from the Wheatland Mall at 9::00 A.M. 
the morning of April 15,aboard our usual chartered Southern Charterways bus, 
Stopped long enough at Maple Creek Junction to pick up the Smileys and 
Agatha,and proceeded to Medicine Hat.As the Oriental Restaurant had provided 
Satisfactory service on previous occasions,we stopped there for their ' 
smorgaasbord special that day.We were asked to 'wait,please',while the 
cooks placed piping hot surprises in cauldrons on the serving table.Certainly, 
no-one left there hungry! Whata feast,at $5.95 a plate! 

We reached Calgary and turned north to Airdrie.After what seemed a very 
short ride from Calgary,we booked in at the Driftwood Inn, carried our 
luggage to our rooms and rested briefly.During much of these proceedings,our 
secretary and vice-president were cooling their heels by the reception desk 
in the lobby while an accountant verified our financial credibility back 
home.It was the first time our account had ever required such investigation, 
and,even if they understood the reason for it,it did give them a strange 
feeling! 

By this time,everyone was looking forward to the pit barbecue supper 
waiting for us at the Town and Country Centre.The majority of us found the 
beef a bit too rare for our taste,even if their chefs assured us that was 


the way folks around Airdrie liked their meat barbecued!In all fairness, 


it was a great meal,just a bit too red to suit us guys from Saskatchewan, 
that's all.(By the way,two of our ladies are eternally grateful to the kind 
gentleman who took them back to the motel so they could change into their 
proper uniforms! ) 

The men were setting upthe equipment when,as if that were a signal of 
some kind,people began to show up at the record table.This kept up all night, 
and when the tally was counted,Lavone,Olive and Marj had sold $1102 in records 
alone. Eileen,who usually shares this responsibility with them,was acting as 
Mistress of Ceremonies,and could not participate.Sometime during the evening, 
Eunice was asked to revise the program,and to take off most of the pattern 
dances.She sgecurried to oblige as the dancing continued uninterrupted.The 
musicians enjoyed playing to a capacity crowd, and responded accordingly. 

After breakfast next morning,we were escorted to the Bethany Care Centre 
on the outskirts of Airdrie.The matron debated,then decided. to take us ona 
guided tour of the facilities before serving us dinner.Another ‘guide' 


was summoned,we were separated into two groups,and away we went. 


How attractive and interesting everything was!Rooms were provided on an 
individual basis,with four of them usually angled so that all four doors 
opened into a small alcove that served as their ‘living room'. Rooms had 
such eye-catching names as 'Buttercup Lane’ and 'Crocus Hill'on the doors, 
and were certain to give the residents a lift.Pastel shades of paint had been 
used everywhere to take away the hospital white atmosphere of most centres. 
The staff was very pleased to show us the special new department just opened 
up for patients with mental handicaps.It was truly a wonderful place. 

After dinner,we entertained the residents about an hour.Olive and Lavone 
sold $182 in records,one sweet old lady buying all nine of them with what 
she joshingly called her 'fun money'.We were treated to a quick cup of tea 
and a cookie,then Lorne Hart joined us on the bus to tour an ostrich farm 
a few miles away.That,too,was quite an experience. 

We observed big,immaculately white sheds in a tidy yard as we approached. 
A quiet gentleman,who met us,told us to leave the bus by the gate and follow 
him.We had seen the ostriches,strutting about and eying us with some curiosity 
from the bus windows,but they looked huge when we saw them up close.Most of 
us had never seen an ostrich at close range,and couldn't get over how tall 
they were.They also liked shiny objects! Dewayne was quite surprised when 
one curious old ostrich flicked his beak over his wrist,and almost,but not 
quite,removed his watch!Some went on a brief ostrich egg hunting expedition, 
but did not find a single one. 

Our next stop was Delacour,actually a big hall out in the country.The 
miles seemed to stretch into infinity as we made our way over the road to 
reach this new location.Lorne Hart had seen to it that the barbecue supper 
that night was super done,and we were simply delighted with the meal.Lees 
from Maidstone and the Macfaddens from Rimbey made their welcome appearance, 
and spoke to several of us during the evening.We noticed Eileen talking to 
someone,and discovered later that these people were her brother and his wife 
from Calgary. The crowd gave us a standing ovation after we finished playing 
at 1:00 A.M.,and didn't seem to mind that we'd taken three short breaks 
during the course of the evening. 

Tuckered right out,we returned to our motel at Airdrie.After having 
breakfast next morning,we struck out for home on the dot of 9:30.We phoned 
ahead for reservations at the Oriental Restaurant in Medicine Hat,and stopped 
there for dinner on our way through.We were home again by 4:30 P.M.,tired, 


groggy and stiff,but pleased with the tour,for all that. 


A tremendous dancing crowd 


at the Town and Country Centre 


Airdrie,Alberta,April 15,1988 


fit. 
April 16,1988 -the barbecued beef 


Supper at Delacour,Alberta was 


delicious! 


Bethany Care Centre - a modern 


example of 'care for the elderly'. 


Stay back from the fence,folks! 


Those birds move fast, and their 


beaks are sharp! 


The Manitoba Tour,1988 


The Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers were aware of the ‘upcoming June tour 
into Manitoba following their annual meeting in November,1987.To assure a 
smooth,trouble-free trip,President Lawrence Schatkoski ironed out every 
perceivable wrinkle pertaining to the trip - in fact,planned everything, 
scrupulously,to the last detail, weeks in advance. | 

A few faithful members of the Fiddlers entertained at the Credit Union 
annual picnic at Riverside Park,under sweltering conditions.the day before 
leaving for Manitoba June 6,1988.They still had last minute preparations 
to make -— shirts to iron and pack away,tubes of toothpaste to cap,and their 
suitcases to snap shut for the last time. 

We were scheduled to leave from the Wheatland Mall parking lot at 9 A.M. 
sharp.Already on deck,of course,was Lawrence,who was stashing sound equip- 
ment and cartons of records and cassettes into the baggage tanks under the 
bus,with cheerful assistance from the driver,Del Allison.The rest showed 
up in rapid succession, and activity increased until,finally, the general 
hubbub decreased.At departure time,eighteen members and two guests boarded 
the Coach Lines Bus. 

Travelling were Lawrence Schatkoski,Dewayne and Eunice Leifson,Harvey 
and Marj Peacock,Dayton and Julie Hulbert,Bob Steinborn,Ralph Biese,Joyce 
Aldag,Ingolf Dahl,Cliff and Olive Hjermenrude,Wes and Idabel Howes,Archie 


and Lavone Smiley and Eileen Holden.Accompanying us were Ray and Helen 


Hankins,two demonstration dancers from Cabri,who would be an invaluable asset 


to the tour. 

Despite the usual friendly chatter,one could sense a feeling of loss 
when we passed 'Wells Junction' near Rush Lake.That morning,there was no 
red truck waiting by the wayside,and no Archie Wells walking carefully 
across the highway to meet the bus.Archie's funeral had been the day before, 
and we missed his presence greatly. 

Lawrence,who had been keeping up a steady patter with the bus driver, 
eventually retreated to the back of the bus to play cribbage with some of 


his friends.Who won the most quarters is hard to say.Anyway,they're not 


telling. 
While some slept and others chatted quietly among themselves, - and 
Joyce lost her socks,poor eer! - the odd passenger watched the changing 


scenery outside.It was a sobering sight.Crops everywhere were patchy, 
evidently victims of the long,continued dry spell to which the entire 


province had been subjected.Here and there,a farmer could be seen feeding 


his cattle from a loader filled with bales.indeed,one wondered what Manitoba 


would be like. 

After stopping at McCallums Husky House in Regina for dinner and at 
Moosomin Classic Inn for a quick cup of coffee in the afternoon,we arrived 
at the Manitobah Inn,Portage la Prairie at 7 P.M.Arrangements were made to 
settle the bill for meals and room accomodation at the end of our stay. 
Fortunately,we were all registered on the ground floor,and soon everyone 
took off to freshen up before having a late 8 o'clock supper. 

someone noticed that the swimming facilities were available just outside 
their room.Who had taken swim suits along?Julie could swim.Joyce was content 
to remain near the edge of the pool.Ray was having a great time splashing back 
and forth.Lawrence,in bathing trunks,was trying,not too successfully,to float. 
A few,seated on chairs nearby,were watching the proceedings. 

Dayton was one of these.Suddenly the urge to participate in the shenan- 
igans in the water proved too much for him.He snapped his leather belt loose: 
from his trousers,handed it to someone nearby,and surprised everyone by 
leaping -fully clothed,less his shoes -into the pool with the others.The 
shock had barely worn off when Helen,also fully clothed,minus her shoes, 
Sprang into the water and began swimming expertly across the pool.Imagine 
the fun and hilarity when they met in Ralph and Bob's room later! 

The bus was ready to leave Portage la Prairie at 11 A.M. next morning. 
It was unbearably hot and most of us wore casual clothes rather than our 
uniforms to begin the day.Surprisingly,the crops enroute looked lush and 
green.Sprinklers,spraying full force,were being used in abundance in the 
fields beyond.We were told later,however,that drought conditions most 
definitely existed in Manitoba,too. 

Meanwhile,along winding 248 highway,we spied an unusaul structure, 
obviously created to commemorate some local event.If we'd had time,we may 
have discovered why a good-sized cairn was placed in the centre of a fenced- 
in enclosure with four smaller cairns erected in each corner.It captured 
our interest and stirred our imaginations briefly as we drove by.The road 
remained twisting and bumpy most of the 28 miles or more to Meadow Lea. 

Meadow Lea,an attractive country community hall,stood alone in what 
seemed the middle of no-where.Inside the building,three or four ladies were 
bustling about preparing a noonday snack for the Fiddlers.An abundant 
assortment of ham,egg or salmon sandwiches,coffee and cake made a delicious 
lunch.While we ate,Lawrence befriended a cute,button-nosed little miss mame 


Tara.She was four years old and chattered to him constantly. 


Soon nursing home patients,arriving by bus,began streaming into the hall 
for our 2 o'clock concert.The program had been arranged by Eunice.Olive, 
Lavone and Marj sold records,tapes and hats.Archie Smiley and Wes Howes each 
provided a feature number during the program.Eileen,acting as MC,donated 
records to two ladies from Winnipeg and one from the Meadow Lea area who had, 
or would be,celebrating their birthdays.Ray and Helen danced whenever space 
permitted,and were keenly interested in obtaining instructions from a gentle- 
man who knew how to do the Swedish hambo!Time did not permit Janet Green, 
the bus driver from the nursing home,to regale us with interesting details 
about her unique lifestyle.She'd been driving a bus for several years,and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.Perhaps,some day,she will write a book about it. 

Still at Portage la Prairie June 8,we breakfasted at the Manitobah Inn. 
When Eileen phoned Lloyd later that forenoon,she was told that the grain 
elevator at Biggar had been razed to the ground by lightning.It had rained 
an inch in Swift Current but only a quarter inch at the airport.Lloyd had 
had an eerie experience when he witnessed a heavy black cloud that literally 
'rained' very fine dust from the sky.Tornado winds had done damage at 
neighbors' places close to his farm. 

The Royal Purple provided our dinner at the Elks Lodge at noon.Ken Penman 
was our host.After they had eaten,the men in the group decided to visit the 
boy's room downstairs.One by one,they joined the ladies upstairs,all 
obviously embarrassed about something.It turned out that some lady must have 
had an errand to do in the basement.Her panty hose had apparently been 
snagged in the process,or - they really didn't know what had happened! in 
any event,the lady,hearing the men,had quickly pullea-a brown paper bag -ower 
her. head.,and when they appeared,was standing in the men's washroom, desper- 
ately trying to remove her panty hose.The encounter left everyone shaken. 

That evening,musicians,record sellers and MC congregated at Yellow 
Quill School, ready to play for a lively audience when they might appear. 
First of all,the dance was to be held in the auditorium.Secondly,all of 
the sound equipment and instruments had to be toted down a long hall,then 
cautiously carried down several steps to the stage in the auditorium.Thirdly, 
there was no-one present to guide or instruct our boys,so they simply walked 
in and began setting up.Eventually,someone did show up,of course. 

Meanwhile, the women went on an exploratory trip of their own.After 


locating the gym,and standing guard at the door so no-one would get locked 
in,they were informed that restrooms were 'down the hall' from the 


auditorium! 


The crowd was small and didn't care about dancing.Not once during the 
entire evening were there more dancers on the floor than there were musicinas 
on the stage.Ross and Lee Lee from Maidstone,Sask,,who were following the 
Fiddlers on tour in their motor home,made a welcome showing,to be sure,but - 
only a few others appeared on the floor.Finally,Ross convinced Helen and 
Lavone to invite the gentlemen who were selling tickets to dance.They obliged, 
then the men returned to their seats in the hall and were not seen on the 
floor again that evening. 

One lone girl must have been both cook and waitress at breakfast next 
morning.In any case,the service was not that great,and the group became 
impatient.It was feared they would not get fed at all.After all,meals still 
had to be tabulated and rooms checked out before Eileen could pay the final 
bill prior to us leaving for Brandon at 9:30 A.M.in the interval,she phoned 
Lloyd and was assured that rain had actually fallen in Swift Current,after 
all.Tornadoes had hit in the Kindersley and Hodgeville areas,but no great 
damage had been reported.When she finally paid the bills,and boarded the 
bus,last,as usual,Del wound the bus into motion and away we went. t 

Contact person Clay Fitzpatrick met Lawrence at the Colonial Inn in 
Brandon.Within a short time,he was escorting us to the Central Community 
Centre for a hearty luncheon.This time the Hjermenrudes and Joyce Aldag 
stayed at the motel for a much-needed rest.In the meantime,the others 
discovered that they were to play at two separate nursing homes that after- 
noon.Lawrence was to MC at Fairview Manor and Eileen at the Central Park 
Lodge.Eighty dollars worth of records were sold at the Fairview Manor,but 
there were no sales at Central Park Lodge.Where Eileen's group entertained, 
one elderly lady showed her contempt for things in general by spitting loudly 
and often on the carpet.A crippled Japanese man was hit several times by 
someone ramming his wheelchair straight at the unfortunate man.What frust- 
rations were being expressed by such activity is hard to imagine.It is 
hard to grow old. 

Supper at the same Central Community Centre where we!td had dinner was 
about to proceed when the string on Eileen's set of inexpensive brown beads 
Snapped.Bang! Kerplunk! Beads went spinning over the floor in every direction 
Everyone was suddenly down on their hands and knees,grabbing the pesky | 
things before they rolled into a hidden crack somewhere.What a commotion! 


And,all the time,Clay was waiting to say grace for the evening meal!We for- 


~—— 


got about bulging waistlines as we gorged ourselves on roast beef,mashed 
potatoes,mixed vegetables and home-made pie with gobs of ice cream loaded on | 
TE | 


Del Allison,bus driver, waits outside 


Colonial Inn,Brandon,ready to take 
troupe to Souris. 


June 6,1988 


Julie Hulbert,Joyce Aldag,Dayton Hulbert 
in trousers) and Lawrence Schatkoski 
take a refreshing dip in the pool at 
Manitobah Inn. 


In Brandon that night,the musicians were slated to play at the Keystone 
Centre from 8 to 11.The equipment was set up well in advance.Later,the 
fiddlers were thrilled to play for the huge,enthusiastic crowd that came, 
most definitely,to dance.Lees were joined by the Red Murphys from Souris 
and the McDonalds from Brookdale.The floor was always full,even when the 
old pattern dances were being played. It was a rewarding evening for fiddlers 
and sponsors alike. 

At the Colonial Inn,breakfast was served at the Roll 'n' Pin, a cafe 
affiliated yet separated from the motel itself.Service was speedy and friendly 
and everything shaged up on schedule.Sated and happy,five of the men accepted 
an offer to visit the Airport museum while the others opted for a period of 
rest and relaxation,instead.Dinner was later provided at the Memorial Hall 
in Souris,with tea being poured exclusively instead of coffee,and oodles 
of scrumptious rich lemon or cherry dessert to top everything off.Because 
Joyce was feeling exhausted,she accepted a most kind invitation from a 
stranger named Zadie Brown to go to her home across the street,put her feet 
up and relax for awhile.By the time evening came,Joyce was well-rested and 
eager to go. 

An excellent turnout came to watch the performance at Memorial Hall that 
afternoon.The show went off without serious problems,although Eileen did 
forget,completely and irrevocably,to donate a record to the Oak Lake 
dance group,the Melita and Lauder dance groups as well.That night Lawrence 
rectified her oversight by requesting a friend of his to deliver these 
albums to the homes in question. 

It hadn't been Eileen's day.When she introduced the Fiddlers to the 
audience,in all earnestness she named each one,but - overlooked Dewayne 
Leifson completely.The poor man patted his hair,straightened his tie,made 
ludicrous faces - anything to attract her attention,but she remained 
oblivious of her error straight thraughto the end.Moreover,her mind had gone 
blank so she didn't respond to the crowd's amusement,either! 

An unexpected treat lay in store for us when we were invited to visit 
the Hillcrest Museum in Souris between the afternoon function and the 
evening performance.Formerly known as the Squire Hall,the building was > 
erected in 1910 as a private home by the son of Squire Snowden,the founder 
of Souris.Dedicated to the memory of Souris and its district pioneers,it is 
furnished with local antiques and paintings. Local history and Indian art- 


ifacts are also featured. 


S aanERSAEARES Seana 


Dewayne and Eunice Leifson,relaxed and 
cheerful,wait to leave with the others. 


The boys 'kibitz' in the 
bus before leaving for Souris. 


We signed the register,asked innumerable questions and accepted an offer 
to look briefly into their United @hurch a short distance away.Its stained 
glass windows and highly varnished pews are part of the original church,and 
are truly very beautiful.Having seen the swinging bridge ,said to be the 
longest of its kind in Canada,on previous occasions,no-one took time to walk 
across it. 

We were kept busy enough that evening.The dancers were numerous and 
active.From the stage,our male section couldn't help but notice that a 
particularly well-endowed lady in the crowd,whose husband was shorter than 
she,danced with his head tucked under her chin all evening.Her bearing was 
so tall and regal that they felt she contributed something special to their 
entertainment.They went to bed happy,hoping to have the opportunity to dance 
with her themselves the following evening. 

Our good friends,Eldon and Hilda McDonald,helped by a personal friend 
of theirs,and the Lees from Maidstone,had a tasty dinner ready for us when 
we arrived at the Brookdate Community Centre next day.It was a great 
experience to enter that charming place and to feel,again,that spirit of 
warmth and hospitality which those dear people project so capably and well. 

Despite the intense heat,several senior citizen were present to hear 
the concert at the Yellowhead Centre in Neepawa that afternoon.Ray and Helen 
were there to dance,and to encourage anyone who might be interested, to 
share the pleasure with them.Eileen made certain she introduced Dewayne,then 
fumbled the introduction of some of the others.That evening,Lawrence did the 
Same thing at the dance,so neither of them could laugh at the other! 

Knowing them,they probably laughed 'with each other',instead! 

The sultry conditions extended into the night.On stage,fiddlers had 
trouble with the strings in their instruments.Their hands kept getting sticky 
and perspiration poured off their faces.Their clothes clung to their bodies. 
The hall doors were wide open yet folks kept going outdoors in the hope 
the air would be cooler out there.On this,the last night of our tour,tired 
and exhausted,we returned to Brandon,knowing we'd be striking out for Swift 
Current in the morning.On the bus,though,the men still had time to josh - 
their 'bosom-pal' of the night before had not been there!Too bad! 

Next morning we had breakfast at the Roll 'n' Pin,Eileen looked after 
her routine matters,and we were off by 9:30 A.M..It was steady going until we 
reached Regina,where we stopped at the Husky for lunch.A tired but happy 
crew rolled into the Wheatland Mall parking lot in Swift Current at 3 P.M. 
that afternoon,knowing when they disembarked that they wouldn't be seeing 


much of one another for the rest of the summer. 


Flashbacks 


Do you remember when - 

We had finished playing for the Chinese delegation at the Centre of the 
Arts in Regina - we loaded our bus —- then we discovered we had a flat tire. 
There was nothing to do but limp to the nearest Husky truck-stop to have it 
repaired! 
HRERKEKEKREKREKRKEREKEKKEKKKKEKEKKEKKRKEKEKKEKEKEKEKREEKEKIKKKEKRKKKKREKRRKRKRKEKRKRKEKREERKRKEKRKEKRKRRKKRKEKEER 

We were nearing Indian Head on one of our Manitoba tours,when a fellow, 
out running his dog on a crossroad,approached the highway - the darn fool 
dog didn't notice the bus,and ran,smack! into it.Did he ever make tracks 
for Indian Head, after that? 
KRRKEKKKEKREKKEKRKEKRKEKKRRKEKRREKKRKERRKRKEREKKERERREKRKEKRKERERRKRKRKEKEKRKRRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKAKKRRKKKKKKEKREK 

We'd finished our session at the studio in Saskatoon - Verena,Eunice 
and Lawrence were 'mixing' the recording - the rest of the gang that were 
at the hotel rummaged through Lawrence's suitcase,and drank his whiskey! 
KREKKKEKKKE KKK EKER EKER EKER EKRKRKEE REE ERE ERR RR KRKREKRERKERKEKRREE KEKE KR KEKREEKEKKRKEKEKKEK 

Every once in awhile,someone was sure to turn up at a Fiddler dance 


attired in the wrong uniform for that evening! 


RREKKKEKKKREKREKRKEKRKEKRKREKRKRERRKRKEKKEKRKEREKRKERKEREKKEKEKKRARKKEKEKRKEKKKRKRKKRKKRKRKKKKRKRKRKKKRKRKKRKRKRKRKRKEKRE 


Lawrence attended church services at Nanton - arrived late for breakfast - 


and was the first to be served at the cafe! 
KRREKKKKEKKKKEKEKKKEKEKERRKERRKKKEKKKKRRKKREEKREEREKEKEKKREKRKEKEKEKEKEKKEKKKRRKEKKKRKRKKRKKRKKRKRKKRKKRKKKREK 
We were ready to return to our motel after a dance - Lawrence did his 
usual head count - found two ‘extras' on board - and asked Bob Steinborn and 
Archie Smiley to get off! Seems Del,the bus driver,had invited two young 
boys to ride back to town for the night! 
RHEE KEKEKKKRKKRKKKKKKREKKKEKREKKERERKKEKEKEKRKREREKKEKRRK KEK KKK KARE KARKKKEKRKEKKRKRKRKRKRKRKKKEKEKE 
We took our first trip to King George Hall near Dinsmore,Sask. - managed 
to get lost,and stopped at a farm home to ask directions. The farmer found 
out who we were,and was quite amazed - he was playing one of our records at 
the time! 
REKEKKRKKKEKKKKKKEKRKEKEKEKKRKKKRARKEKRKRKRERKRRERAKKRRKRKRKKRKRRKRKEKRKEKRERKRKKRKRKKRKRKRKRKRKRKR KKK RRR: 
When we stopped at Macgregor,the bus left for the nursing home,where 
we'd be entertaining that afternoon.On arrival,lo and behold! Archie Wells 
was missing! We'd left him,talking, as usual,at the house where we had dinner! 
KRKEKEKEKKEKKREREREKREKEKRRKERKEKRARKKREKKEKREKRKRKKRKRRKKKEREKKEKRKKRKKRKKRKRKRKRKRKKKRKRKKRKRKRKRKR RRR 
We were playing at a nursing home,possibly in the city of Brandon,when 


a sweet Italian senior citizen took a ‘real shine' to Ray Hankins.She spoke 


very little English,but by signs,conveyed her meaning to him.Could that 
lady ever dance! 


ARK KEKE KEKE RE KEK KKK KK KKK EKER RRR RK KERR KER ERE RIKER RE KRRKRRKREKRKERKRE KK KRKKR KR KR K 


On a trip to Alberta,Stu Hodges had a heavy foot driving west of Maple 
Creek, and it cost him $50. 


fe BREE RRR KHER ERK KERR KK RRR RR RE RRR KKK KEKE RRR KKK RE KKE KEKE KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 


We finished recording at Studio West and left for Conferedation Flag Inn. 
We didn't count noses that timeand left Lang Shaw ' in conference' ‘in the 


mens'room' back at the Studio. Ken went back to pick him up. 


RHR KKK KKK RK K KK KKK KK KERR KHER RR KEK RRR KERR KEK RE KEEKRARKRKRKRKKKRKKKRKKKKRRERRKRRKRKRR KE 
When we played at Carlyle Nursing Home, an elderly gentleman asked Ivy 


to play his fiddle, as his hands weren't that good.The venerable old man 


felt real honored that Ivy played his violin. 


WHR KKK KKK KKK KR KR RR KR KKK RRR KK RRR RRR KERR KKK KER KEKE REE KK KKK R KR R RK 


On tour, at Meadow Lake,when we went into the hall,it was raining.Upon 
returning to the hotel at midnight,we had to walk through a foot of loose,wet 


Slushy snow.Next morning,we had to follow the snowplow out of town. 


RHR KKK KK ARK RK KK KKK KER EKER KERR KERR KERR KERR EK KKK EKER KK RRR KR KK RRR AES 


While staying at Loon Lake,Ora and Agatha asked Archie Smiley and 
Lawrence to look at their bathroom.It had no door,the taps were dripping, and 
the sink was green with stains! 


RHR KKK KEE REE EKER KKK RRR EKER RK EK KKK RK KKK RRR RK KR ERK ER KRERKK KE AKERRERKKKE KEK 


We left our Fiddler sign leaning up against a building when we left 
Virden. Next day, a driver froma Cleaning firm kindly delivered it to us. 
RRR KERR KK RRR EKER RK KER KR KKK KERR KEK KK KKK REE KRKRKRK KR EA KK AR KR RA KR K KR K KR REK 

We played at a town up north,and they presented us with a large box of 
homemade white and dark fudge when we left!We all had a sweet tooth that day! 
RHR KK KKK REE KEK KEK KKK KEE KE KEKE KER KERR RRR KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK 

Lawrence was presented with a pair of #6 felt socks when the group played 


at Wakaw. 


RHR KKK KKK ERK ERR EKER KEKEKRKEKRKRKREKRKEKEK KKK KERR RRR KK RRR KERR KKK RRR KEK 


We held our breaths when our bus driver picked his way through about half 
a mile of water washing over the highway. 


KEKE KKK KKK KKK KKK EKER KERR KKK KKK REE KEK ERE RRR KKK KK RRR KR KR 


The Shellbrook Elks Club treated us to breakfast at the restaurant. 


RR KEK KKK KR KERR ERR KEKE KKK RRR EK KR KKK KER KK KEKE KKK EEK KERRIER KKK KKK RK KKK KK KR 


John Moffat's picture appeared in the Brandon Sun.Upon being teased,John 


replied,'I'd sooner be. on this page than in the obituary column!' 
KEE KKEKKKEKEKRKEKKKEKRKEKRKEKKEKKEKKERKEKRKKEKKKRKRRKKRE RK KERR KKK KKK RK KR KKK KKK 
Cars driven by Dewayne and Harvey spent a lot of time going in circles, 
when they could not locate West Hall in Saskatoon.They became rather well 
acquainted with Spadina Crescent,however,and appeared late for the show. 
KEKE KKEKEKKKKREKRKEKEKEKEEKRKEKEKEKRREKE ERE KEKRKE RRR KEKE KEKE KRKRRKEEKRERKK KKK RKRERREK 
We were served soup and sandwiches for dinner.Lawrence complimented the 
ladies.After the performance,he was given another portion of soup at coffee 
time! 
KHER KEKKEKKRERKEKREKEKEKEKRKEKRKEKE KEKE KEKE REE KERR KKK RRR KKK RRR KKK KERR KKK KKK 
The first time,after driving from Brookdale,Manitoba to attend our 
regular social at the Civic Centre, Eldon and Hilda McDonald thought it 
was along way to drive.They have been our guests on several occasions since! 
BRAK KR KK RIK RII IK IT TKK RK KR RIK RIK TR KK I ERE RRR ERE E KE 
When we played at the Red Barn,one gay ‘old boy' danced all night with 
his black hat on,and his lady friend ‘cutting up a storm',beside him! 
KR RRR EKEKREKEKEKEKEKREKEKEKEEKRERK KEKE KREEKRKERKKKRKEKRKER KEKE ERK KR RRR KKK KR KKK ERK KEK 
When on our way to a dance some distance from home,a fellow passed us 
with his car,lost control, went into the ditch,up the other side,down into 
the field on the other side,and back on the road again,without an accident! 
KEKE KKK KEKE KEKE KEK KKK EKER KK EKER RRR KERR RRR KKK KKK KKK KEK 
Ivy and Elizabeth were given the bridal suite at Cutknife.There were 
roses in a vase on the dresser,mirrors on the ceiling. Asked how he liked the 
room next morning,Ivy is remembered to have replied,"Born fifty years too soon! 
KHKKKKKEKRKKRRRKEKKEKKEKE KEE KEE KEE KEK KKK RK KEKE KK KERR KEKE KEKE KERR KKK EKER KKK KEE 
When we were at Prince Albert,an Indian lad who was lost and confused,was 
determined to get on our bus for a trip to Regina. 
KR KKKEKEKKERKEKEKEKEKKEK KERR EKKEKKEEKEKEKEKRKERKEKREEE KEKE ERE KKK KKK KKK RRR RRR 
A lady driver,taking us by bus to Ferland,became mixed-up in directions, 
panicked,and ground the gears HARD! She back-tracked,and made the trip in one 
piece,after all! 
KEKE EKKEKEEREREEKREKREREERREREKREKRKEREREREREKRER KERR RRR KKK KR KKK KEK KKK KKK REE 
After playing at a dance in Manitoba,we came out after midnight lunch - 
the bus driver had enlisted some help,and loaded all the equipment: and 
instruments for the orchestra into the bus for us? Talk about service! 


KEAKKEKEKKEKREEKEKRKEKEKEKEKEEREKEKRKEKRKEKREKRRKEKRKEKEKKREKKK KK EKER KK EK KKK 


Jake Gerlach,in a spirit of goodwill,drove his bus beyond the legal limit 


to Saskatoon,and Subsequently lost his Chauffer's licence. 


The first time Eileen MC'd out of town,she didn't quite understand 

what one of the players was trying to say to her on stage.He ended up pushing 

his fiddle into the case,and stomped- off to the bathroom - stayed there for 

rest of the night. 

KRKEKRKEKREKRKRREEKEKRKEKRKRERKRREKEKRKRREKKEKR KERR KKEEE 
Eileen substituted for Lawrence at Frontier dance.She got such a rise 

out of the audience when she admitted,'we weren't all there!' 

fe BRR KEKRKEKREKKEEKRKEKREKEKEKR KEKE KE KRKEKRKEEKKEKEKEKKEKERKEEKREREKEKRKEKEKREEKRKKEKEKRKKEKKKKEKKRKEKRKKKKKRKKK KEK 
Ivy lost his lens for his glasses at Nanton.Everybody down on their hands 


and knees searching for them.Elizabeth tumbled over the carpet and skinned 
her knees. 


KREREKKKRKEREKRKRRRKKERKREKRKKKKEREKRKRREKKERKEKEKEKRKEKREKERERREKRKRRKKKKRKERRKKKEKRKKKKR KKK KKK 
Lloyd and Eileen took their car to a dance in Climax.Discovered flat 
tire before going in for supper.Entered hall -Eileen requested to give short 
speech about Fiddlers after meal - she said her few words on short notice - 

the ride home proved to be the'longest ride in history!' Oh! For a bit of 
privacy! 
RREEKKRKEKRKRERKRREKRKEKEKEKREKREREREKREKKREERERKERKEKRREKRKRKRKRKEKRKEKRAEREKRKERERKEKRREKRARRKRREKEKEKRKEKEKREESE 
There were sixty people in the supper line-up at White Bear.Wow! 
KREREKKKKKEKRKREKRKEKEKRKKEREKEKRREREKKEKRKEKKKKREKRKEKKRKKKEKEKEKEKEKKRKKKRKKE RRR KKK KKK SK 
Elvy had the misfortune to have his false plate turn sideways in his 
mouth when he was eating supper at the Red Barn. 
KRRKKKRKREKKREKRRERKREKKKEEKKKERKEKREKKREKREKRKKERKRKREKRKEKKEKRREKKRRREKRRKRKRKRRKRKRRKEKKRRKRKEKKEKRKKRKKEKRKRKEKREK 
Archie Wells was notorious for bumping his bald pate against the hat 
ledge any time he boarded the bus.Must have had a tough scalp! 
RREKRKKRKEEKEKKRKEKRKEKEKKEKEKEKEKEKREKRKKKREKKERKEKEKERRKRKKRKE RE RKEKRRRERRRKKEKRKEKRKRKRKRKRKEKEKEKKEKEKKERKKEKRREEESE 
Lloyd couldn't see the difference in carpeting at the Red Barn -misjudged 
- lost his balance - and tumbled right into Eunice's lap.She was probably 
black and blue,but didn't say a word. 
RRERKKREKEKKEKEKREEKEKKKRKEKKKEKREEKRKKEKKEKAEKKERREKKKKERKKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK EK 
A man with a humanitarian outlook had created several birdhouses - some 
of them apartment levels - at Macklin. 
RRR KEKE KKK KKK KEKE KEKE 
A 104 year old man,still filled with the vigor of youth,scooted all over 
the hall where we played,looking for dance partners - even searched for 


partners in the kitchen! 


REE KEKKRKKKEREKREKEKKEKRKERKEKKKEKKKEKRKKERKEKEKRKEKRKREKRKEREKEKEKEKEKEKRKEKKRKRKKKEKEKKEKRKRKEKRKEKKEKRKKKKRKKKRKKRKRKEEE 


On our Celebrate Saskatchewan tour,Edgar Wetterstrand lost his wallet. 
Fortunately,an honest person found it,and shipped it to our next stop by bus, 
where Edgar claimed it again the following day. 

KHER KEKKKEKERREKRKRRKRRRRKRRKRRRKRKERRKRKEKKRKEKEKRKKRKERKEKRKKREKRKKEKKRKRKKRARKKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKKRKRKKRKRKKRKREE 

Enthusiasm almost got Harvey in a bind one time.A dance on the program 
caught his fancy - he started the tune -—- jumped up - entangled his leg ina 


microphone cord - and tumbled from the high stage to the floor below. 


RRKKKKEKRKKEKKRERKEKEKEKRKERKEKEKEKRERKERRKEKRKRKEKREKEKREKEKRKREKRRRERREKREKKRKEKRERKEKKKEREKRKERKRKKKRKRKRKKKRRREK 


At a concert one afternoon,Marj Peacock broke into a spirited old- 
fashioned Charleston dance.In no time flat,a nurse in the audience joined 
in the fun,and both of them completed the steps amid a lot of applause. 
KRREKKKEEKRKEKKEEKRREKRRKEKRKRREKRKRKKKRKKRKEKRKEKRKRKRRKEKEKREKKRKEKEREKRKEKEKKEKREREEKREKKREKKERKRKKRKK KAKI 
When we were making the ‘Schoolhouse Dance' video ,one of the dancers 
had a birthday.Lawrence arranged with the kitchen staff to have a birthday 
cake made in his honor,and it was presented to Ad Stephenson when supper at 
Confederation Flag Inn was completed. 
KRHEEEKKEKEKEKKEKEKRKEKRKERREKEKRKEKEKRKRKEKKKREKKREREKKEKE REE KKK KERR 
The Kinsmen were in town when we made the video.On impulse,they asked the 
Fiddlers to entertain them awhile in Confederation Flag Inn.The Fiddlers did! 
KREREKEKREKKEKREKRKEKRRKRKREKRKEKREKEKKERERKRKEREKRKEKRREREREKERKRKEKRRKEKKEKER REE KRRKKRKRKRKRKKKRKREEE 
One time,in an attempt to do a novelty act,Harvey and Marj dressed up in 
a 'devil's costume',complete with horns,tail,and colored red.The ensuing 
act was hilarious,and went over big! Another time,Archie Smiley performed 
on the fiddle,wearing gloves,overcoat and overshoes. 
KHEEKEKEKEKRKEKEREREKRKERKEKRKEKRKEKRKERKREKRRREKRREKREKEEKKRKK KKK KRERARKRKRKR KKK KKRKRKKRKRKRKKREK 
Olive's infectious,hearty laugh made even the most tired soul perk up and 
take notice on the bus - it was. like a ray of sunshine on a cloudy day! 
RAEKRKEKREKEKKKKEEKKRRKEKKEKRKEKKRKERERRERKERKEKRREKRREKKREREKRREKKRKRKRKRKRKKRKERKERRRRKRKRKRKRKKREKRKEKREKREKEREK 
One of the ladies had the 'blues' one afternoon.Another one found her, 
and took her aside for a confab.Meanwhile, a group decided to visit the 
local bar for a ‘little schnapps'.Outside,they were met by a gentleman who 
took them all inside the Legion as his guests.After that,he stood outdoors, 
and waylaid anyone wearing the Fiddler uniform so he could treat them,too. 
The two ladies missed out that time! 
KRHRKEKKKEKEKKEKRKEKKRKKKKRREKKKRKREKEKKREKEKKKEKKKEKRKEKKKKKKKRKKKKKRKRKKRKKRKKRKRKKKKRKEKRKKKRKKRKRKKKKREKEEE 


Stages with only curtains behind,and a big drop to the floor,were 


dangerous! 


Elvy was an excellent piano tuner - and,more than once,his services were 
urgently required! Some nights the piano players would have been at the 
motel tending to their knitting if Elvy hadn't saved the day by checking 
the piano.At Assiniboia,he even borrowed a crescent wrench to fix one! 
KHEEKRKEKKEKKEKEKKEKKEKEKEKKEKKKKEERKKEREKRKEEKKRKKKEKEK KKK KEK KKK KKK EEE 

On one of our Manitoba tours,a man was seen who had no leg.Wrong! By the 
time the afternoon was over, it was abundantly clear the poor fellow had no 
legs at all! He could take them off and put them on at will.Quite a feat, 
after years of practice! 

HORI RR RK KR RK KR RK KI KKK RRR KEK KR REE KKK KK KR RK RR KR KR RR RE 

Hopkins House at Moose Jaw - who could forget the antique furniture, 
the decor of each room - and the relaxed service? 
REKRKEKKEKKEKKEKKEKEEKEKEKRKEKKRKKEKKRKEKKEKEKRKKRKRKRRKRKEKREKRKRKEKRKEREKRKEKREKKERKEKKEK KKK KKK KKK 

One of the only times,possibly,in our entire experience,that we ate 
‘buffalo steaks' happened at Thompson Lake south of Gravelbourg.We played 
on the grass in the park,and there were several little aeroplanes in evidence. 
KRREEKKEKREKEKRKEKREKRKKEEKRKEKRKEKKEKKERKEKKEKKRKEKEKRKKRKKEKRKRK KEKE KKK KKK KKK KK KEKE 

On our way to Moosomin,some kind Joe asked our driver to stop,so a 
couple of the guys could buy a beer or two or three to have 'on the road'. 
Mm! That really hit the spot! But,Moosomin seemed a long way off when the 
‘problem seat' was 'out of bounds! We live and learn! 

KRHEKEKKKEKEKRKEKRKEEKE EER KRERKEKEKKKKKEKEKRKEEKRKKKKEKRKEKRKEKKREKRKEKREKRKEKEKRKKRKKKKRKKRKKRKRK KKK KK KRRREE 

Lloyd,not being used to self-locking doors,pushed the knob in when he 
left the motel.The key wouldn't work - they couldn't get into their room - 
and had to call for help from the office.The master key solved the problem. 
KREKAEKKEKKKKEKRKEKEKRKEKEEKKKEKREREKKREKEKE KEKE KEKE KEKE KKK RKEREEK 

Ralph ran into a similar problem,only different.At that motel,the out- 
Side door was self-locking.While every room had its own key,the key to any 
room would open the outside door -or was supposed to.If you didn't have a 
room key,you couldn't enter the building. 

There was poor Ralph,his body bent at right angles at the waist,bringing 
his face almost down to the door knob level,with his legs exactly parallel 
with the door jamb.Everything from the bottom of his shirt pocket to the top 
of his head was out further than his toes.How he could stand there,like an 
upside down L,was a mystery.As two of our group approached,he called a truce 
with the lock and straightened up.Good thing,too - someone suddenly opened 
the door from inside,barely missing Ralph's nose! 


RR RK KKK KEKE EK KEKE RIK KEKE KR RK EKER EKER KEKE KEK RHEE KEKE KK KK KERR KKK 
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Another time,a seventy-six year old lady shamed all of us by being 
healthy enough and vigorous enough to do a lively step-dance in the Smeaton 
area. If she was that good,she must have been wonderful in her youth! 

KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEKE RRR KK KR EKER KEKREKREKRERRKKKRREKEKEKEKEKRERERERKEKRE 

We were glad to be 'just ordinary folk' when we saw the ‘world's 
biggest oil-can' in Rocanville! It would take the strength of many men to 


use that! 


KEK KEK KE KKK KEKE EKER KR KEK RRR RRR REE RK KEKE KEEKEKREKKRERERRREREKK 


While killing time one afternoon,Bob and Archie Smiley were joshing one 
another in the bus.Finally,they decided to try a novelty act of their own. 
Why not play each other's instruments,while the other bowed?This could be 
interesting! In a flash,they sat down,put their fiddles in position,and 
prepared for their first practice.Things were progressing rather well until 
someone entered the bus,and squelched the mood.Too bad! We had budding 
artists in our own back yard, er, bus, and never had a chance to see their 
act! 

KKK KEKE KKK KK KR KEKE RRR KEKE KEKREKREKREKRKEKRREKE KERR KRKRKERKEKRREEKEER 
At a certain town ‘up north',we stayed in an old hotel.Ralph was ina 
room on the third floor all by himself. When he went to leave the room,there 

were drunk Indians laying all over the place. 
EERE AKER RES EERE RELA RRR EEA AERA ERAS ARR SEERA RA ERR AEN SALE LS ES 

Ralph couldn't find his uniform clothes,then he discovered that Bob 


had them on! 


KEE KKEKREK RRR KERR KERR RRR RRR KER EKER KKEKRKRKRREKRRERKREREKERKERKRREKREERERKEREKKEKEKREKEE 


Ralph and Bob watched TV one afternoon while the rest were playing at 


two different places.Lucky they came along to pick them up for supper! 


KEKE KEKE KKK KKK RRR RK RRR KEK KERR KERR ERK KRERRKREKRRKARKEKRREKREREERKRKREREREKR SE 


The morning we left on the north-west Saskatchewan tour,Bob phoned 
Ralph to tell him that the bus had broken down.That was before we left! 
When we did get west of Elrose,the transmission did go out of the bus,and 


we were 'broke down'. 


KEK KEKE RRR KEE RRR KK KERR RK KERR RRR KKK KR RERREKRREKRRREKRERRREREKRREREEER 


Visiting a bar one time on tour,Eunice was heard to remark, 'Let me buy 


this round.I want to see what it feels like!' 


He eK RI RII I RK KE HI KI IK KICK IIH HK IK KIS HIRI KARR EKER RARER RAR RK R 
After a special meeting in Lethbridge,the subject of food came-up.Why 

not order Kentucky. Fried chicken,someone said.Good idea, Agreec Bob.I ‘sure 

would like a leg to chomp on!Right avay Lloyd piped up with,Who wants a leg 


when there's such nice breast? | 


Bub had been playing with the Fiddlers around town one balmy afternoon, 
and struck out for home after the performance.What was his surprise,when he 
stopped in his own backyard,to be met by two very concerned young men. His 
grandson and a friend of his had followed Bub home,slowly and cautiously, 
never once blowing their horn,or doing anything that might draw Bub's 
attention to their presence.Bub had placed his violin on the roof of his 
car in the parking lot to unlock the door,sat down inside,closed the door 
and driven off,and had made it home without losing his fiddle from its 
perch on the roof!The boys had realized that a sudden stop could have 
destroyed the fiddle,one way or another! 
KRREEKRKKKEKEKEKKKKEKKERKERERKRKKRREKRKEKKEKREKREKKEKKEKRKKKKEKEKKKRKRKEKEKRKREKRERAKRKEKRREKRKRKRKRKKRKRKKRKRKRKKRKEKEE 

On an Alberta tour,two of our ladies went to the 'powder room' - and 
met one of the men in their group inside,pulling up his zipper,quite 
unaware that he'd stopped in the wrong place!It was hard to tell who was 
the most embarrassed! 

RAKE KKKEKEKKKREKKEKKEKEKEKKE KKK KREKEKKEKKEKRREKREKKEKKEKKEKKKKRKRKKEKKKEKKRKRKEEESE 

Eileen received a long-distance phone call from Nebraska,U.S.A.Seems 
some professor had heard our tapes at Fort Macleod,Alberta,and wanted all 
of the cassettes for his wife's Christmas present.He phoned back a couple 
of weeks later to thank her for her prompt service.He said he intended 
to test them out at the office before presenting her with the lot! 

KHER KRKRREKRREKEKRKEKKEKRKRKRRERKRKREKKREKKRKEKRKERKRKRRRREREKRRRKREKRKRRERKEKEKRKRKRERKKRRKRKEKRERKKERKRKREKRKRRKEKRRREKKE 

A busload of senior citizens from Eckville,Alberta timed their arrival 
in Swift Current to coincide with the Civic Centre social.The lady who was 
responsible for the tour was a brisk,bouncy,energetic woman who really 
enjoyed the outing! She flitted ahout that evening,telling everyone that 
‘this was her thrill of a lifetime!'. 
KEAEKKEKKEKEREKKREKRREKEKREKRREKRREKRRERKEKEKEKEKRKKRREKRKEKREKERRKKEKEKKRKERERKKRREKRKRREKKEKRKRKERRKKRKRKRKRKKREEE 

The bus would be rolling along the highway.Lawrence would use the 
mike up front to tell everyone that the group was invited to share in a 
contest,'How many records will we sell on this tour?'.Closest to the 
actual total gets the prize,this to be a quarter from everyone.Those who 
won had no chance to 'cheat',either! Guesses were written down that first 
day,with no opportunity to change their 'guesses' later - even if they 


tallied up the totals every day! 


REKKKEKKKEKEKEKEKEREKRKKEKKEREKKKEKKRKKEKKEKKEKKEKEKEKARKRREKKRREKEKEKREKRERKRKKRKEKRRKERKKRKEKRKRKRRKRRKRKEKRKE 


January 13,1980 - Swift Current Union Hospital --------------- $24,000. 

February 5;1980 = Canadian. Cancer Society. =-s=sseesseoererrs 25% 

7une 8.1000. =+S= Cabri. Pensioners..and Senlors -=-SsS=s-- 150: 

October 4,1980 - Canadian Cancer Society --------------~-7-7 100% 

June 17,1981 2 Nal? 2 Cultural Councid sesso nes Seer 100. 

July 20,1961. = ExpeL imental Farm <“se=Sees2 2 ose) See or E76: 

December 7,1981 - City of Swift Current,Civic Centre ----- 5986. 

Janvary: 10;2982-+=Bastend; plano: eee aase Sas Serre a es 500: 

March 3,1983 - Telemiracle ------------------3-3- 7-37 TID 

June 7.1983 - City of Swift Current,Civic Centre ~ssu(S1Lacue) ie 
June 7,1983 - Civic Centre - stage -----------3--3- 7 2700 
December 13,1983 -Wheatiand Home Care District ------------------ 2500 
December 13,1983 -Salvation Army ------ 3-3 rrr rr 2000 
January 25,1983 - Department of Opthalmology; saskatoon “sss S2-4e= 2000 
January 25¢.1983.= Oman -SCnooL Fund, = Seee SSeS aes 1000 
January 25,1983 - Sask.Council For Crippled Children & Adults - 1000 
January 30,1984 — Hazlet. Community Hall = Pug sacs sssss se 500 
January 31712984 = (S.P2C. As, SWitt Current sess soeS es oes eat 500 
January 31,1984 - Canadian Diabetic Association --------------- 2000 
January 31,1984 - Prairie Pioneer Lodge, Swit Current. +-=-=-===- 2000 
January 3171984 = Cabri Community Ice Cenvure =soS-c [ores re 500 
January 31,1984 - Pennant Skating Rink Building Fund ------------- 500 
February 17,1984 City of Swift Current -- fane Aci vic Centre “Se=— 450 
March 17,1984 - Cantuar Hall renovation ---~------------7-3--777477 500 
April 10,1984 - Swift Current BroncoeS ------9r RH momen nnn 493 
April 13,1984 - Royal Canadian Legion --chair 11ft. ----s--<s<se--= 5000 
Aor 26; 1994 = Canadian Cancer Society -----------7--7-77 rrr 1000 
May 4,1984 - - Fairview School,playground equipment --------- 800 
May 31,1984 -~ Canadian Diabetic Association,Swift Current --- 1000 
June 1,1984 - - Swift Current Band and Parents Association ------ 400 
During July,1984 -South West Community Centre ---~---~--~--~-~—-=— 2000 
July 30,1984 - Department of Opthalmology,Saskatoon ---~-~---~-~-~-~— 4000 
November 30,1984 Tompkins Recreation Centre -----~- rrr rrr rrr rrr 500 
December 13,1984 -South West Community Centre --~-------- rrr errr 150 
December 21,1984 =Salvation Army,Swift Current --=--<--e+S5e+ sore 4-- 500 
December 21,1984 -Psychiatric Social committee -------------3-3------= 300 
December 21,1984 Arthritic Society,memory Elizabeth Moffat ---—- 100 


Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 


List of Donations 
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65 
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00 
.00 
00 
.00 
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00 
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00 
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00 
00 
00 
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January 15,1985 
February 8,1985 
February 12,1985 
March 8,1985 
March 15,1985 
March 18,1985 
March 18,1985 
March 18,1985 
During 1985 
May 5,1985 
Sept.4,1985 
Sept.1985 
Sept.11,1985 
sept.19,1985 
Nov.25,1985 
Dec.6,1985 
Nov.25,1985 
Jan.21,1986 
Jan.21,1986 
Jan.24,1986 
Jan.24,1986 
Feb.20,1986 
March 7,1986 
March 7,1986 
March 18,1986 
April 5,1986 
April 18,1986 
May 6,1986 
May 6,1986 
May 7,1986 
May 7,1986 
July 8,1986 
July 8,1986 
Nov. 14,1986 
Nov.15,1986 
Nov.15,1986 
Nov.15,1986 


Canadian Diabetic Association--------------- 1000. 
Boy Scouts Jamboree -----------~---------- 300. 
Saskatchewan Heart Foundation ---------- 500. 
Telemiracle --------------~-------~~--~-~- 100. 
South West Community Centre ------------- 14. 
Ashley Park School,playground equipment -- 500. 
Canadian Cancer Society ----------------- 100. 
Arthritic Society -~------------------------ 100. 
Wheatland Mall,benches,entranceways ----- 893. 
Cantuar Community Hall ------~-----~------- 100. 
Friends of Saskatchewan Inc.------------- 500. 
Senior Citizens Activity Centre---------- 50. 
St.Josephs School,playground equipment -- 500. 
Prairie Pioneers Lodge ----------~--------~- 553% 
Salvation Army -------------------~--------- 2000. 
Canadian Diabetic Association ------------- 1000. 
south West Ability Centre ---------------- 1000. 
Prairie Pioneers Lodge,lunch,Gravelbourg - 50. 
South West Home For The Handicapped ------ 2000. 
Swift Current Union Hospital,lens implant - 1000. 
Saskatchewan Heart Foundation ------------ 500. 
Cabri Recreation Centre ------------------ 100. 
swift Current: Synchro: Swim Club <---==<--<< 100. 
SWltt Current Comp.: S.A. yD. Ds. <-See==-—e a= 100. 
Prairie Pioneers Lodge,barber chair light-- 54. 
Shades Of Harmony ------------------------~- 20. 
Eastend Union Hospital -------------------- 500. 
eWitt Current Jazz Band =—-=---s-s2S--2--26~ 500. 
Northway Co-op,Leinan--------~---~----------- 500. 
Kidney Foundation of Canada --------------- 500. 
Salvation Army ---------------------------- 500. 
Canadian Cancer Society ------------------ 500. 
Saskatchewan Ronald McDonald House ------- 100. 
Cabri Seniors ----------------------------- 500. 
Salvation Army --------------------------~-- 1000 
Department of Opthamology,Saskatoon ------ 1000. 
Harold Evjen,dance instructor -----------_ 200. 


Nov.16,1986 
January 16,1987 
January 30,1987 


Stewart Valley Book Club 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


April 10,1987 


May 

May 

May 

Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 


Mar. 


April 13,1988 
April 14,1988 


July 
sept 
sept 
sept 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Miscellaneous,including benefit dances,scholarships,trophies 19665.00 


td LOST 
1271987 
12,1987 
12,1987 
24,1987 


14,1987 
14,1987 
2371987 
26,1987 
4,1987 
7 L987 
S71 IST 
25,1988 
11,1988 
29,1988 
7,1988 
7,1988 


4,1988 


-22,1988 
- 20,1988 
-19,1988 


23,1989 
10,1989 
10,1988 
10,1989 
10,1989 
10,1989 


Saskatchewan Arthritis Society 500.00 
Pioneer Co-op,benches ------------------- 390.00 
Kidney Foundation of Canada ---------------- 500.00 
Kinsmen Foundation ------------------------ 100.00 
Save the Children ------------------------- 100.00 
Rick Hanson,Man In Motion ---------------- 500.00 
Swift Current Union Hospital,film and rental-680.00 
Canadian Cancer Society------------------- 500.00 
Swift Current Band Auxiliary -------------- 200.00 
Swift Current Special Olympic Games ----- 500.00 
Success School Board,playground equipment - 200.00 
Swift Current Union Hospital ------------- 15000.00 
South West Community Centre--------------- 630.23 
Cabri Band Auxiliary --------------------- 500.00 
S.C.Early Childhood Intervention Program - 200.00 
Salvation Army,Family Services ------------ 500.00 
Saskatchewan Heart Foundation ------------- 250.00 
Save The Children ---------------------- --- 100.00 
P.E.B.S.0.S.A.(Barbershoppers) ------------ 20.00 
Kidney Foundation ------------------------- 250.00 
Ronald McDonald House --------------------- 250.00 
City of Swift Current,piano,Civic Centre - 1000.00 
Pioneer Co-op ---------------------------- 32.380 
Cancer Society ---------------------------- 500.00 
Pioneer Lodge Units ----------------------- LTE ely 
Beverly Community Centre-------------------- 500.00 
Salvation Army ---------~-------------------- 500.00 
Golden West Manor -------------------------- 500.00 
S.A.R.D.A.(Alzheimers) --------------------- 250.00 
Red CroSS ------------- 3-9 eo rrr rrr 250.00 
Heart Foundation --------------------------- 250.00 
Save the Children ------------------------ 250.00 
South West Ability Centre -------------- 250.00 
Agricultural Exhibition -------------- ces 270.00 


Total amount donated to charitable causes ----------------- 128918.01 


Bus Wallace,chairman 


of the Swift Current 
Union Hospital Board, 
thanking the Fiddlers 
for a cheque of 
$24,000 for doors in 


the entrance. 


January 13,1981 


Lawrence Schatkoski, 
representing the 
Fiddlers,donates $500 
to Doug Ferguson, 
Stewart Valley and 
Leinan Historical 


society 


Lawrence Schatkoski 

and Eileen Holden,Swift 
Current Old Time 
Fiddlers,donate $500 
cheque to the Beverly 
Community Centre 


September 22,1988 


——— 


=< 
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The Christmas Party 


As a non-profit organization,every member of the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers has applied himself or herself frequently and loyally to supporting 
the association,with no thought of personal reward for such service.Except 
for meals,room accomodation and bus fare on tours,and the uniforms provided 
to assure unity of appearance,each individual volunteers his effort and 
talent when summoned to do so. The group has worked diligently and often. 

As a fraternal society they are hard to beat.They are mature,co-operative and 
accomodating.How many times one or the other has abandoned plans of his or 
her own to ‘fill in' as musician on a certain evening is beyond comprehension. 

Several years ago,a decision was made to provide a 'once-a-year' gala 
evening for these good folks,at Fiddler expense,to bring them altogether 
when duty didn't call,and where they could meet in a spirit of companionship, 
relaxation and goodwill.Thus was born the Christmas party,to be held during 
the Yuletide season as a symbolic token of appreciation for their year of 
generous endeavor. In time,it has become an annual event. 

Decisions about the party were made by the executive.The time,place and 
the number of outside guests over and above actual membership was settled 
through friendly discussion, and activated by the President.He was free to 
appoint committees for whatever purpose he thought was essential. 

In the beginning,probably the President,in this case,contacted a place 
in town,where there would be a room large enough to feed the members and 
their spouses.Several wives were already involved,but a few were merely 
supportive,and not genuinely active.However,everyone who was a paid-up 
member was welcome to attend this once-a-year- celebration,and happily,did so. 

With the place settledthe time had to be verified and the menu decided. 
The staff at Hillcrest Inn provided the first banquets for these functions. 
Outside guests usually included the bus drivers who took the Fiddlers on tour, 
a radio announcer and his wife,and,occasionally,a member who had withdrawn, 
but who still showed interest in the Fiddler enterprise. From habit,many of 
the members packed up their fiddles,and provided an impromptu program of 
entertainment after the banquet.Those who wished to dance did so.Although 
not encouraged on the nights of duty,liquor was available for this evening, 
prior to the banquet as 'Happy Hour',and during the events which followed | 
the meal.At no time did anyone drink enough to get intoxicated or boisterous 
and quarrelsome - there has never been bickering or embarrassment in this 
regard.Gifts were not exchanged,thus putting no strain on members to lay out 


money of their own for anything connected with the party.The party usually 


broke up about 10:30 P.M. 


For one reason or another,Hillcrest Inn and the Recreation Centre were 
not available one year,and the Eagles Lodge was suggested as a possible 
alternative.Most fortunately, for the Fiddlers,a date was open,and a booking 
quickly determined. After all, very few members could accomodate all of the 
Fiddlers and their guests into their homes as a private party.Then again, 
who wanted to set a precedent for the next year? 

The Eagles Lodge was small enough to be cozy.Tables, covered with white 
paper,were set in rows,with the one at the end,obviously intended for 


banguet supplies, standing in the onposite direction. 
'Happy Hour' proceeded smoothly,with small groups,their glasses in hand, 


mingling and intermingling,laughing, joking or reminiscing,and completely 
relaxed. The banquet was fabulous,the service super!'Seconds' were available, 
but few took advantage of the offer.Dessert was served.The President saida 
few words, and the 'program', ostensibly dancing, began. 

However,the program that year was not strictly confined to dancing - 
someone volunteered a solo item on the fiddle - another contributed a song - 
a voice shouted,'Let's have a singsong!',thereby creating a totally 
different entertainment from the playing and dancing of routine functions! 
It was quiet,orderly and extremely satisfying. 

The parties didn't stop there.Lawrence Schatkoski,as President,and long 
recognized as official Master of Ceremonies,religiously made arrangements 
well in advance of the Christmas season.When a date had been set at an 
executive meeting,he eventually turned the bookings,and the menus,as well, 
over to Wes Howes,who was happy to look after such matters.Because he chose 
to be a spectator at such informal gatherings,Lawrence passed the job of MC 
and program convener on to Eileen.Sometimes he requested grace to be said 
before supper.Sometimes he did not. 

Until everyone gathered for the party,it was impossible to put the 
program together.That meant that Eileen was asking about. that one,reminding 
that one,about items to be announced on the program.Once she had her agenda 
figured out,she could project it any way she chose. 

Those programs were interesting.Those who were willing to participate 
were all amateurs,willing to give of whatever talents they still possessed, 
in whatever way best suited their ability. Over the years,for example,such 
items as an accordion duet by Bud McEwen and Ingolf Dahl, a song by Archie 
Wells, a contest by Pearl Hanson ,appeared on the list Eileen assembled. 


Bud and Ingolf's presentations are very different,yet they carried it off 


well,and folks seemed to enjoy the effort.Archie said his voice had seen 
better days - that didn't really matter - the audience enjoyed it,anyway! 
Contests were 2asy,but tricky,and our party-goers didn't object,as a rule, 

to passing Lifesavers,man to woman,on the end of a toothpick:or trying to 
carry an orange,held between their knees, across the length of the hall. 
Childish? Perhaps! But it broke the tedium,and that was the purpose of it all! 

In 1983 Marj Peacock sang an old melody while Harvey accompanied her 
on the fiddle.Lawrence's reading was a poem composed by Ivy Horner's sister, 
Greta Holmes,and was well received.Jake, accompanied by Ora,in his quiet 
way,tendered a violin solo. That year,Lloyd and Ingolf collaborated on their 
version of an accordion duet.Wes sang a couple of country Western songs.A 
somewhat hilarious act followed,with Harvey Peacock,playing his fiddle,and 
Elvy Mickelson,playing his banjo,each Singing in a different key! Julie and 
Dayton entertained the audience by performing with a pair of dancing dolls - 
a real puppet show! Archie Wells sang.Ora read a.poem.Lavone did a contest in 
which everyone took part.Dear Winnie and Cliff did a violin duet.Ralph,put 
on the spot,told a couple of ‘'clean,but cute' jokes,surprising everyone 
because he is usually so quiet and unassuming.Needless to say, the night 
ended on a congenial note.When the good-byes were said,another year was almost 
over,and 1984 hovered on the horizon. 

The Christmas party,by this time,had become a tradition.They followed 
the same pattern annually,with dancers appearing on the 'Schoolhouse Dance' 
video being invited one December for a bit of variety.Enter 'skit'time,and | 
a new form of entertainment! One year it involved a group selected from the 
audience,who acted out trees in a forest.Lawrence provided the sap in the £ 
Forest! At another party,folks appeared at a doctor's office,only to be 
advised,'Okay!Just go in there,and sit down!' Again,the punch line was a 
Surprise! The demonstration dancers certainly brought a breath of fresh air 
to our routine Christmas parties!When Ad Stephenson agreed to play his 
euphonium, we were pleased beyond words! 

A brand-new concept was introduced in 1986 when members were permitted 
to invite a couple per family from outside the association to attend Happy 
Hour,the banquet and the program.The idea quickly caught on,and 1986 saw 
the biggest turnout ever,as the dancers and bus drivers were also included 


in the guest list. 


Now the Eagle ladies had almost twice as many people to feed.However, 


they are so trained and accomplished in the catering field that the banquet 
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went off without a hitch.Ham and turkey,mashed potatoes and vegetables 
appeared as if by magic,to be followed by a light,mouth-watering dessert. 

As the ladies cleared the tables,the men in the crowd set chairs in rows 
facing the stage in preparation for the program.Among other items,an amusing 
skit about hiring musicians was acted out.The evening was acclaimed a real 
success,and the hall resounded to cheerful laughter and good wishes as folks 
took their leave.Verena,Eunice and Eileen each received a half dozen roses 
as a token of appreciation for services rendered during the year. 

The 1987 Christmas season seemed to roll around very quickly.The Fiddlers 
had gone on tour in June.They'd played around Swift Current and area all 
summer.They had not taken time to produce a record,yet,here it was,party time 
again. The big night,complete with Happy Hour,banquet and program,took place 
at the Eagles Lodge.Members and invited guests met during Hapyy Hour,and 
guests were introduced by Lawrence after the banquet was over, by first 
asking each couple to name their guests,then relaying the information over 
his mike! That year,prizes were purchased for draws during the evening- Ruby c | 
Zabel and Harold Satter were the lucky recipients! 

Included in the 1987 program were such items as a violin solo by Hazel 
Steinborn,accompanied by Phyllis Beach on the piano, a reading by Archie 
Smiley, a comedy presentation,complete with guitar,by Arnold Zabel,a round 
dance demonstration under Keith Hanna's leadership,a violin solo by Jake 
Thiesen,an accordion duet by Ingolf Dahl and Bud McEwen,a reading by Eileen 
Holden and a song by Wes Howes.A short dance followed,the party broke up 
akout 0:30 P.M.,and everyone took off for home... 

There was a new twist to the 1988 party! Lawrence turned the entire 
evening over to Eileen,who was kept busy,scurrying about,trying to get 
details straightened out.First,there was a last-minute discussion about a skit 
that was to be presented.Someone should really give a toast,if we were to 
have wine at the table.Eileen found someone to give the toast.Dancers were not 
performing.Ad Stephenson would be playing his euphonium.Change the program. 
Now there are two musical items together on the program.Juggle program! 

After what seemed an endless time,the program appeared in order,and she 
attempted to visit briefly with her and Lloyd's invited guests.Grace,led by 
Elvy,was sung by everyone.Eileen had first one line,then the next in sequence, 
line up for supper,fill their plates and return to their seats.The Eagle 


ladies had done themselves proud in the cooking department,as usual,and 


everyone who did line up,enjoyed a magnificent feast.Guests were introduced. 


The toast was given by Archie Smiley.Tables were cleared,and the chairs pushed 
into place.The program began. 

First,Lawrence gave his presidential address,brief,succinct and to the 
point. Hazel Steinborn,with her violin,and Harvey Peacock with his,and 
Phyllis Beach on the piano,presented three beautiful renditions of classical 
music.This was immediately followed by George Benn,accompanied by Ora on the 
piano,who sang two Christmas songs for the enjoyment of the audience. A 
memorable,wholly ridiculous skit,using 'Bessie's Boil' - the Robert W. 
service version - was narrated by Harvey and acted out by Marj.Archie Smiley 
had gone to great pains to prepare a ‘roast to the Swift Current Old Time 
Fiddlers' - his jokes were told well,and created a lot of amusement among 
those present. Once again,Jake Thiesen graciously offered to play his fiddle, 
and was followed at once by a heart-rending rendition by Ad Stephenson 
on his euphonium.' The Recording Artists' had a most difficult time! 
Finally,Bob lost his pants altogether,and the skit ended with @6veryone in 
stitches.To fill in,Eileen read an offering given to her by Winnie,then 
turned the program over to Wes for his customary singing of country tunes. 
Dan Pavelick,requested to say a few words,regaled the crowd with a few well- 
chosen jokes.Presentations were made to Lawrence Schatkoski and Bub Brightwell. 
Bub :took one of the door prizes,and the second was won by a member of the 
audience. 

The program came to an end. Chairs were pushed against the wall. 
some musicians walked on stage and proceeded to play the instruments they 
‘just happened to bring along'.For a 'mixed bag',the people were jovial, 
pleasant -and sociable.The dancing carried on for an hour or more. 

When all is said and done,members really look forward to these annual 
parties.It gives them all an opportunity to be themselves,to dress in casual 
clothes instead of uniforms,to play different tunes from the routines of 
the dances,and to even branch out into some other kind of amusement. 
Certainly,many of them have multiple talents which they use to good 
advantage come Christmas party time.In their own way,perhaps they are saying 
‘Thank you' for being the group it is,and for having them all together 
for such festivities. 

It is certainly an evening to look forward to. Wonder what 1989 will 
bring? And who will be starring in what,and where? Anyway,we all have something 


to anticipate.As long as we can do that, we are not really old.Are we? 


The Christmas Party 


Let's have the program 


Ss over! 
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Eileen Holden,M.C. 1985 narty 


Keith Hanna,leading skit 


December 5,1985 Christmas narty 


Hazel Steinborn and Phyllis Beach, 
December 11,1986 


Skit,'No Dice' - Archie Smiley, 
Lioyad Holcen and Julie Hulbert playacting. 
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Harvey and Marj Peacock,going through 
their paces with 'Bessie's Boil' 


December 8,1988 
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'The Recording Artists' had a rough time, 
leading up to a surprising finale,at the 


1988 Christmas party, 


Randon Shots Of This 'n' That 
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Fiddlers playing for video recording 
at Union Centre,Saskatoon. 


Banjo players Elvy Mickelson and Archie 


Wells play for video production at 


Hughes Sound Studio,April 26,1985 


Sign used at Legion,Fiddling Contest, 


October 3-4,1975 


Hazel Steinborn,well-known music 
teacher in the Swift Current area. 


Ralph Biese at 21 years of age 


Fiddlers play at Pioneer Co-op Days, 
Wheatland Mall,June 27,1987. - 


Lawrence Schatkoski presenting plaque 


to Len Enns,30 year celebration CKSW. 


Lawrence Schatkoski,presenting $1000 
cheque to Vern Desmet,Parks and 
Recreation ,towards new piano at 


Civic Centre,Swift Current. 


On behalf of the fiddlers,Lawrence 


Schatkoski receives Merit Award 
plaque from Chamber of Commerce, 


Donna Lachapelle. 


Wonder what we'll do at this meeting? 
Standing,1l.to r. -Isabelle Schofield,with 


purse, Ruth Mickelson and Eunice Leifson. 


November 1,1987 - relaxing at the 


Annual meeting,1.to r. Idabel Howes, 


Isabelle Schofield and Anne Thiesen. 


Agatha Hanline and Ora Wetterstrand 


share a close moment at Annual Meeting 
November 1,1987 


New Year's Eve party,Lawrence Schatkoski's 


home.Seated,1.to r. Joyce Aldag,Eunice 


Leifson and Eileen Holden 


March 2,Don Romphf and Egon Sperrer 
at controls,Hughes Sound Studio 


record #7 


Getting ready to record #7,March 1,1985 


Hughes Video,Saskatoon 
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Swift Current Old Time Fiddlers 


Ivy Horner 
Elizabeth Horner 
Vance Hanline 

Rudy Aldag 

Archie Wells 

Kay Wells 

Edgar Wetterstrand 
Elizabeth Moffat 


Swift Current Old tyme Fiddling Ass'n. 


George Imrie 
Harold Newlove 
Adam Schick 
Ernie Valentine 
Eleancr Johnson 
Jim McIntyre 
Peggy Horne 

Sid Woodward 
Lloyd Smith 


